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THE LORD IS ON MY SIDE! 

Psalm 118: 1-29 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

God uses what and whom He chooses. He can even use a beautiful red bird, a 

cardinal. Linda Cubbedge is the Director of a Prison Correspondence Outreach and 

her words come from an article she wrote about how God uses that little bird—a 

Cardinal in her life just like he used a dove in Noah’s life and in Jesus’ life, a raven 

in Elijah’s life and sparrows in all our lives. God in a special way used Psalm 118 

in Martin Luther’s life 500 years ago. Martin Luther dedicated his translation of 

this Psalm to the Abbot Frederick of Nuremburg. In the dedication, he wrote, “This 

is my Psalm, my chosen Psalm. I love them all; I love all Holy Scripture, which is 

my consolation and my life. But this Psalm is nearest my heart, and I have a 

peculiar right to call it mine. It has saved me from many a pressing danger, from 

which no emperor, nor kings, no sages, nor saints could have saved me. It is my 

friend; dearer to me than all the honors and power of the earth…But it may be 

objected that this Psalm is common to all; no one has a right to call it his own. Yes; 

but Christ is also common to all, and yet Christ is mine. I am not jealous of my 

property; I would divide it with the whole world…And would to God that all men 

would claim this Psalm as especially theirs.” The commentator Delitzsch called 

this Psalm 118 Luther’s noblest jewel, his defense and his treasure.”  

 

Sandwiched between the shortest psalm and the longest psalm, this psalm is the 

last song in the collection of psalms that were all probably used in the dedication of 

the restored walls and gates of Jerusalem after the exile—and most likely was used 

in the Feast of Tabernacles in 444 BC in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. The 

returned exiles in Jerusalem were surrounded by enemies who ridiculed them, 

threatened them and then attempted to stop all work on the temple and the walls of 

the city. The rebuilding of the Jerusalem walls took 52 days, and the report 

astounded the nations all around Jerusalem. Psalm 118 mentions the gates in verses 

19-20 and the building in verse 22.  

 

Life is full of victories along the way. Some are easy to see because the strongest 

team that gets the most points wins the prize or the trophy. Then there are other 

victories that are not so obvious—no one may know about those victories but you 

and God. These are the victories that take place within us—within our souls. They 

are internal victories. They are victories that come when you are about to get angry 

and “blow your top.” Instead, by the grace of God and obedience to His will, you 

calm down, settle down and rest in God’s control in your life. Today we are going 

to talk about how God is on our side and He lets us be victorious when we have no 

earthly chance for victory. Yet, God lets us win. In tight circumstances, as in verse 

5, “Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free.” 
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You know what happens then. We say, “Wow, God! That was a near miss, a close 

call; something bad almost happened. You helped me dodge a bullet. Sometimes 

all of us live a distracted life like a lady driver who was multi-tasking, putting on 

make-up, talking on her cell phone, slapping one of her children in the back seat, 

swerving all over the road, running late to work, not focused, not considerate, not 

smart. Many of us if not all of us have cried out to the Lord in such times of 

distress when we have been too easily distracted and taken our eyes off the prize, 
which is pleasing God and God alone.   
 

We are all so often trying to strategize to win. But Someone is working harder for 

us than we are, and His name is Jesus. I am reminded of a book by Ivan R. Misner 

and his book, “The World’s Best Known Marketing Secret,” written in 1997. On 

pages 30, 31, he told of three store owners who shared adjacent storefronts in the 

same building. Times were tough. So in hopes of picking up sales, the owner of the 

shop at one end of the building pout a sign over his front entrance that said, 

“YEAR END CLEARANCE!” At the other end of the building, another owner 

responded with his own sign: “CLOSE OUT SALE!” The owner of the store in the 

middle knew he had to act fast or he’d lose business. So after careful consideration, 

he hung a larger sign than the other two signs over his front door that read, “MAIN 

ENTRANCE.”  

 

Are times tough for you today? Haven’t we all had some tough times lately? Psalm 

118 is a psalm to help us learn to make the best of our days. This psalm is a psalm 

about learning to cope with what life brings us and what God not only 

miraculously brings, but also with what He sovereignly allows. He uses whom He 

chooses. In this psalm we learn about the psalmist’s lessons he has learned through 

God’s revelation, his experiences, and what is learning through thanksgiving, 

divine mercy, godly fear, answered prayer, confidence in God, divine help, true 

and false foundations for trust, salvation, chastisement, the Lord’s doing, and 

spiritual enlightenment. There are even other themes in these 29 verses. The 

separate and ever connected gems of truth in this psalm at times remind us of 

sections from the Book of Proverbs. Yet, each of the 29 verses is like a string of 

pearls—striking utterances with abiding value. The psalm is also Messianic. You 

may want to compare verse 16 with Luke 1: 51, verse 18 with I Corinthians 11: 32 

and II Corinthians 6: 9 and verse 27 with I Peter 2: 9. The two great Messianic 

passages are verse 22 and 26—These two verses doubtless refer to Messiah Jesus.  

To attempt to grasp the meaning of Psalm 118, let’s look at the Psalm as a fourfold 

command of God to us all in every sort of life experience we are facing today. 

What four commands are strongly taught to us all in Luther’s Psalm?  

 

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD ALL THE TIME. (I.) Notice Psalm 118: 1-4.  
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“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures 

forever! Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron 

say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Let those who fear the LORD say, “His 

steadfast love endures forever.” This whole psalm is in brackets of thanksgiving—

notice not only the front bracket, but the last bracket in verse 29, “O give thanks to 

the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever! Our human 

situations are forever changing, but God’s mercy and steadfast love is never 

changing. Notice the nation of Israel that is at this very moment under attack this 

very week, ought to say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Do you remember 

Paul’s prayer for Israel in Romans 9: 1-5? Listen afresh to that record of all Israel 

ought to be grateful to God for. Paul writes to his brothers and sisters in Rome, 

saying, “I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me 

witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 

heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 

sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to 

them belong the adoption (as sons), the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their 

race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen.” Oh how Israel ought to say today, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

What about the house of Aaron in verse 3? The house of Aaron has great need to 

shout to God in praise, to thank Him for the great and mighty privilege of serving 

in the sanctuary and at the altar. Beloved, as we today are priests with God, what a 

privilege is ours to share in serving the Lord, not only here in His sanctuary, but 

wherever He prompts us to serve. Where has God prompted you to serve Him 

uniquely, perhaps a place no one else can so minister? “Let the house of Aaron say, 

“His steadfast love endures forever.” This next verse certainly includes every 

believer including you and me. “Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast 

love endures forever.” Oh the blessings of being one of those who reverence the 

Lord and serve Him continually. How we ought to praise the Lord! With Paul in 

Ephesians 1: 3, we ought to say, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places.” Oh beloved, “Give thanks to the Lord all the time. And forgive me Lord 

Jesus when I fail. Secondly,  

 

TRUST AND CALL UPON THE LORD IN EVERY CRISIS OF LIFE. (II.) 

Notice verses 5-14. “Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered 

me and set me free. The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to 

me? The LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who 

hate me. It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  It is better to 

take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. All nations surrounded me; in the 
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name of the LORD I cut them off!  They surrounded me, surrounded me on every 

side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off. They surrounded me like bees; they 

went out like a fire among thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! I 

was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the LORD helped me. The LORD is my 

strength and my song; He has become my salvation.” When I was preparing this 

psalm, Caleb Akinnij came in to see me. He asked me what I was doing and I told 

him about this message and how we should trust in the Lord and call upon the Lord 

in every crisis of life and even in death. I told him that the saddest state of all was 

to know about the Lord and yet to reject Him and go to hell. Then he said, “Let me 

teach you a lesson about Africans. In America, most of you were born in comfort, 

and grew up in comfort. In African, most of us were born in affliction and trials 

and crises and trouble. In Africa, lots of life is hell on earth. In America, we 

Africans who have made it here, realize the comforts here and we praise God for 

them. Then he said, “Hell will be terrible for Africans who don’t believe in Jesus, 

but in part, Africa will have prepared them for it. Hell will be worse for Americans 

who don’t believe in Jesus. America has not prepared them for hell, with all its 

comforts. For unbelieving Americans, hell will be even worse than for Africans. 

Perhaps Caleb Akinnij has a point. Do you and I trust and call upon the Lord in 

every crisis of life—both large and small situations? 

 

Eleven times in these ten verses—5-14, the word Lord is used. In verse 5, the Lord 

is found twice, but in each of the verses 6-14, the Lord is mentioned once. The 

Lord is the one who protected Israel from her enemies and enabled the beleaguered 

Jews to rebuild the temple and the walls of Jerusalem. It was the Lord who set 

them free from Babylonian captivity. In Babylon, without their idols, God taught 

the Israelites to trust, not in kings and princes, but in the Lord alone. The Jews saw 

the enemy now in their time of restoration—they saw their enemy attack them like 

a swarm of bees from every side—v. 12. The Israelites who refused to sing in a 

strange land, were back in their land, and in v. 14, the Lord had become their 

strength and song. There is a tough verse here about what the enemy can do to us 

in verse 13. We read, “I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord helped 

me.” Beloved, I have faced this push so often in ministry. I have faced this push 

from the enemy working from without, and even from working through those who 

claim to be my brothers and sisters. If I had to choose, I believe I would rather be 

pushed hard by those without Jesus, than by those who claim to know and love the 

Lord. Notice what the Lord does for us who trust in Him and call on Him.  

 

I read in v. 5, He answered me and set me free, v. 6, He kept others from doing 

awful things to me, v. 7, He is my helper who makes me look in triumph on those 

who hate me, v. 8, He is my refuge, better than man, v. 9, He is my refuge, better 

than princes, v. 10, 11, He helped me cut off those surrounding me like bees, those 
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who as a fire among thorns burns hot, they tried to burn me up, v. 12. The Lord 

helped me when I was pushed hard and was falling, v. 13 and: The Lord became 

my strength and my song—in fact, my salvation. v. 14.Yes, give thanks to the Lord 

all the time. Trust and call upon the Lord in every crisis of life. Thirdly,  

 

GLORIFY THE LORD IN EVERY VICTORY AND AFTER EVERY 

VICTORY. (III.) Notice verses 15-21. “Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of 

the righteous: The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, the right hand of the Lord 

exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” I shall not die, but I shall live, 

and recount the deeds of the LORD. The LORD has disciplined me severely, but he 

has not given me over to death. Open to me the gates of righteousness; that I may 

enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD; the 

righteous shall enter through it; I thank You that You have answered me and have 

become my salvation.” When the walls of the city were completed in 52 days, the 

joyful shouts of the Jewish people were heard for a long distance away—v. 15 

“singing their glad songs of salvation.” These tents of the righteous were not only 

the homes of the righteous, but their tents/booths during the Feast of Tabernacles. 

The people were careful—verses 15, 16 to give credit where it was due. They gave 

all the glory to the right hand of the Lord that did valiantly. The Lord loves those 

He disciplines and the Israelites are singing that He disciplined them severely, but 

they did not die. (see verse 18) The word of the Lord says in Proverbs 23: 13, 14, 

“Do not withhold discipline from a son or daughter—your child. If you discipline 

him with the rod, he will not die. If you discipline him with the rod, you will 

deliver his soul from hell, sheol and the grave. Beloved, Proverbs 15: 10 declares, 

“There is severe discipline for him forsakes the way, whoever hates reproof will 

die.” Now after 70 years of captivity and discipline, Israel was singing.   

 

Now the Psalmist comes to the highest point of glorifying the Lord in the victories 

and after the victories in verses 19-21. The psalmist is speaking of a festive 

procession coming to the gates of the city of Jerusalem—coming to the temple 

courts. This procession was ultimately to offer sacrifices of praise to the Lord. In 

worship, the psalmist says—“This is the gate of the Lord, beloved. v. 19. The 

righteous shall enter through it. First we enter the gates of righteousness—in 

salvation-v. 19-21. The psalmist says we enter through the gates of righteousness 

to give thanks to the Lord. I agree with Warren Wiersbe who says, “One of the best 

ways to “seal” God’s blessing to our hearts and to make sure God gets all the glory 

is to publicly praise Him—and keep on praising Him.” 

 

Did you get a good deal on the trade-in for a newer car? Did God get all the glory? 

Did you get your harvest of an antelope, deer or elk? Did God get all the glory? 

Did that long awaited answer to prayer come true? Did God get all the glory? 
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When your medical tests came back negative—cancer—free, did you sing glad 

songs of salvation giving God all the glory? When you were in that almost 

accident, did you curse the other driver or did you give God all the glory? As you 

see our country quickly turning from God to evil and evil practices and our leaders 

having no moral backbone, are you cursing them and the darkness, or are you 

giving God all the glory as you await Christ’s soon return? Fourthly and lastly,  

 

LOOK FOR JESUS AND SEE JESUS, MESSIAH IN EVERY 

EXPERIENCE OF LIFE. (IV.) Notice verses 22-29. “The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in 

our eyes. This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. Bind the festal 

sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! You are my God, and I will give 

thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you. Oh give thanks to the LORD, for 

He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever!” During the days of rebuilding 

the temple, under Zerubbabel and Ezra and Nehemiah, during those days, in the 

ruins of Jerusalem, the Jews found a large stone, a rejected stone, only to discover 

it was the most important stone of all for the new restoration temple. It was and 

still would be the cornerstone. Jesus, like that cornerstone, Jesus, Messiah is our 

Cornerstone, both for the Jews and for us Gentiles. Only when we find this rejected 

stone, Messiah Jesus, v. 22, can we sing—“This is the Lord’s doing; it is 

marvelous in our eyes. This is the day, v. 23, the day that the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it.” This stone of stumbling, that the Jews have stumbled 

over too long in the rubble of their lives, this stone, the Rock of Salvation went to 

the cross. By His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ has 

become the chief cornerstone of the church, God’s temple, binding Jews and 

Gentiles together in one sanctuary—Ephesians 2: 19-22. One day soon, Jesus will 

return as the Stone of judgment to crush the arrogant kingdoms of this world. But 

we may sing—“Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord we pray, give us success! And 

who will do it? Messiah Jesus will. He is the One that even the Jews cried out to 

Him in His earthly ministry—the words of Psalm 118: 26—“Blessed is He who 

comes in the Name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord.” 

 

But we must look for Jesus in all our sacrifices—for the stumbling stone is also the 

Lamb of God. By His blood we are saved. Notice v. 27. “The Lord is God, and He 

has made His light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the 

horns of the altar.” Each of these sacrifices pointed then and still looking back 

today, points to Jesus, who was crucified to become the Savior of all who will 

repent, believe and receive Him. There is a hint of Christ’s resurrection in this 
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prophetic messianic psalm. This new day of Christ coming alive again to bring us 

all new life in Him makes us afresh cry out, “This is the day, this is the day that the 

Lord has made…” This new day is made possible first by Christ’s atoning work on 

Calvary’s cross, and then ultimately, by His resurrection. It is vital that we see 

Jesus in every experience of life. Then these trials and heartaches will help us grow 

in grace and become conformed to the image of God’s own Son, our Savior. 

Repeat—1-4.  

 

As I close this message, just after my marriage and honeymoon, I took summer 

Greek, 8 hours a day, 6 days a week for 10 weeks. It was a monstrous undertaking. 

Every morning as I took the back way from Deerfield, Illinois through 

Bannockburn to Trinity, I turned on Moody Radio to listen to Bill Pierce and Dick 

Anthony sing “Keep praising, Keep praising, though the days be dark and drear. 

Keep praising, Keep praising, Never falter, never fear, Keep praising, Keep 

praising. Let your hearts to Him be raising. Though hard trials come, we will 

triumph only in we sing and praise the Lord.” Beloved, use and sing Luther’s 

psalm often. Keep praising. Love you all. Amen.  


