
THE PARABLES OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE &  THE PEARL MATTHEW 13:44-46 OCTOBER 23, 2016 

I. Main Point: The Kingdom of God is worth giving everything to gain it 

II. Have You Discovered the Great Value of the Kingdom? 

A. The Kingdom is Long Awaited but Initially Hidden or Unappreciated (11:25-27; 13:11, 33, 35) 

B. The Value of the Kingdom is the Value of God Himself  

C. Discover the Present Blessings of the Kingdom (19:29; Mark 10:29-30) 

D. Discover the Future Blessings of the Kingdom (13:41-43; 19:28) 

III. Are You Willing to Pay the Cost of Discipleship?  

A. The Cost of Discipleship is Great (16:24-27; Luke 9:57-62; 14:33) 

B. The Sad Story of the Rich Young Ruler (19:16-22; cf. Mark 10:17-22; Luke 18:18-23) 

C. The Examples of the Disciples and Paul (19:23-30; Phil 3:7-11) 

Quotations: 

“The Kingdom of God is so valuable that it is worth sacrificing anything to gain it.” –Craig Blomberg 

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” —Jim Elliot 

“The problem with most of us is that we would like a little of the kingdom as an add-on to the rest of our lives. We want to 

hedge our bets. You cannot hedge your bets with the kingdom. This parable urges us to abandon what we thought was the 

focus of life and focus entirely on what God is doing with the kingdom.” —Klyne Snodgrass, Stories with Intent 

“We commonly set a high value on what is visible, and therefore the new and spiritual life, which is held out to us in the 

Gospel, is little esteemed by us, because it is hidden, and lies in hope. . . . The excellence of the heavenly life is not 

perceived, indeed, by the sense of the flesh; and yet we do not esteem it according to its real worth, unless we are prepared 

to deny, on account of it, all that glitters in our eyes.” —John Calvin, Commentary on Matthew, Mark, Luke 

Reflection and Application Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. What is the main message of these two parables? How does this message relate to the other parables in the chapter? 

2. What has it cost you personally to follow Christ? Do you anticipate more sacrifices to come? What are you willing to 

give to faithfully follow your savior to the end? 

3. In the parable, the man joyfully sells all to gain a much greater treasure. Should we call this a “sacrifice”? Does giving 

your life to Christ now to gain eternal life feel to you more like a costly sacrifice or a joyous bargain opportunity? 


