
“The Eternal Existence of Christ” 

Philippians 2:5-6 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. In Chapter 2 Paul is addressing the important theme of unity. In Verse 2 he writes, 

Philippians 2:2 NAU - "make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose."  

2. Nothing is more detrimental to unity than pride. When everyone is seeking their selfish 

ambitions with an eye only on their self-interests the church will always suffer. The cure 

is an attitude of humility that flows from love.  

3. Pride is a topic that opens our eyes to the depravity of the human heart. We selfishly seek 

to elevate ourselves to the highest place, even seeking to rise above God. Paul, however, 

is about to turn our eyes upon the greatest demonstration of humility that ever existed. He 

is directing our attention to Christ. 

Philippians 2:5 NAU - "Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus"  

4. The reason we put so much attention upon ourselves is we haven’t fully grasped the 

eternal, infinite greatness of Christ. We are so earthly minded we see greatness according 

to the standard of men. We compare ourselves with one another and always try to outdo 

one another. Jesus is infinitely glorious and yet He humbled Himself for His elect. 

 In order to save us from our sin and defilement it was necessary for Him to renounce His 

rightful place in glory. 

5. In order to help us see our own smallness Paul calls upon Christians to look upon the 

infinite greatness of Christ and the infinite display of His humility. We are to think on 

this often and consider it carefully. 

Most agree that Verses 5-11 make up one of the earliest Christian hymns sung in praise 

to Christ the Lord. They continually reminded the early church of Christ’s great 

condescension in becoming our Savior.  

6. These seven verses are the subject of more exegesis than the other 97 verses in 

Philippians combined. There is no greater text in Scripture that holds before us both the 

eternal Deity and incarnation of Christ. May God bless us as we stand in wonder of them.  

 

I. First of all, Paul is telling us that Jesus is eternally self-existent –  

“He existed in the form of God"  
A. The word for “existed” is u`pa,rcw – “to be in a state” – It describes a state of 

being. With Jesus it is an eternal state of being. 

1. The Bible reveals God as eternally self-existent. This is beyond the ability 

of our finite mind and creaturely existence to comprehend.    

2. Everything we know had a beginning. There was a time when everything 

we know did not exist.  
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 3. Everything that exists had a beginning – except God 

a. One of the arguments for creationism is that existence demands a 

cause. If there was ever a time when there was nothing there would 

still be nothing. This is because a state of nothingness cannot 

suddenly produce a state of something. There has to be a cause. 

b. God is the cause of all things. All things find their existence in Him. 

Acts 17:28 NAU - "for in Him we live and move and exist"  
John 1:3 NAU - "All things came into being through Him, 
and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being."  

c. Our Confession states (LBC 3:1 – Of God’s Decree) – “God hath 

decreed in Himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy 

counsel of His own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, 

whatsoever comes to pass . . .” 

  4. God had no beginning. He finds His being in Himself 

LBC 2:2 (Of God and the Holy Trinity) – “God, having all life, glory, 

goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself, is alone in and unto Himself all-

sufficient, not standing in need of any creature which He hath made, nor 

deriving any glory from them, but only manifests His own glory in, by, 

unto, and upon them; He is the alone fountain of all being . . .” 

   a. The Bible presupposes God’s eternal existence 

    Genesis 1:1 simply states His existence: “In the beginning God” 
b. God has His being in Himself - All that God is comes from within 

Himself. 

    He is self-existent, self-sufficient, self-sustaining, self-determining 

God needs nothing outside of Himself 

  5. God is solitary. He alone is God.  

   1. The First Commandment 

    Exodus 20:3 – “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
   2. God’s Words to Israel 

Isaiah 44:6 NAU - "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first and I 
am the last, And there is no God besides Me."  

 B. Paul is saying that as God is eternally existent, Jesus too is eternally existent 

1. God exists in a triune essence, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—yet 

undivided.  

2. The Bible teaches that Jesus is eternally generated from the Father. But 

just as the Father is eternally self-existent the Son is eternally self-existent 

John 5:26 NAU - "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even 
so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself"  

  3. Jesus Christ “is” - "He existed in the form of God"  
  4. The Gospel of John describes it: 

John 1:1 NAU - "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God."  
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 C. In the eternal existence of Jesus He was satisfied 

1. He was satisfied with His union in the Godhead. There was perfect 

fellowship, perfect love, perfect union. God is one. 

2. As God, Jesus needed nothing. What would possibly motivate Him to 

enter the realm of man? What would bring Him to take upon Himself 

human flesh and a life of servitude. 

 This is where we desperately need to comprehend His infinite love for us. 

Jesus has loved us with an everlasting love.  

  3. Paul’s charge, “let this attitude be in you” is a high charge. 
 

II. Paul continues: All that pertains to God pertains to Jesus - "He existed in the form of 
God"  
A. The word for “form” is morfh, - it refers to “the nature or character of 

something.” 

1. Paul is writing of the equality of the Godhead. All that pertains to the 

Father pertains to the Son. As the Father is God so is the Son and so is the 

Holy Spirit. As the Father has eternal existence, so does the Son. Paul is 

saying that Jesus eternally existed in the form of God. He was in every 

way God. 

2. Paul uses an interesting change of words in Verses 6, 8 in describing the 

nature of Christ as God and His nature as man. 

 morfh is translated “form” - "He existed in the form of God" 

   sch/ma in Verse 8 is translated “Being found in appearance as a man”  

a. It would appear that Paul is using two distinct words to describe 

two distinct things. The words are similar but are quite distinct.  

b. William Hendriksen describes the distinction: 

 “It is evident that in these given contexts morphe or form refers to 

the inner, essential, and abiding nature of a person or thing, while 

schema or fashion points to his or its external, accidental, and 

fleeting bearing or appearance.” 1  

3. In other words, in His essential being Jesus existed in the exact nature of 

God. Adam was created in the image of God, bearing a likeness to some of 

God’s communicable attributes. Jesus eternally existed in the exact 

likeness of God. He possessed all that makes God God. 

Hebrews 1:3 NAS - "And He is the radiance of His glory and the 
exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the 
word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high"  
Colossians 1:15-17 NAU - "He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been 
created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together."  

 

                                                 
1 William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Philippians, New Testament 

Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 5:104. 
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4. All that pertains to the Father pertains to the Son 

 LBC 2:3 – “. . . all infinite, without beginning, therefore but one God, who 

is not to be divided in nature and being . . .” 

5. The equality of Christ with the Godhead is something inherent to Him. It 

is rightfully His. Paul’s point was His willingness to humble Himself by 

being willing to lay it aside.  

Philippians 2:6 NAU - "although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,"  

6. Not that he surrendered anything of His Divine essence but that He was 

willing to enter into our condition as man. 

B. God is a spirit – and Christ’s eternal existence  

 1. The Children’s Catechism question 9 asks the question: 

  What is God? God is a Spirit and has not a body like men. 

 2. Jesus eternally existed in the exact form of God as a Spirit. 

However, it was eternally of the character of the Son to be our Redeemer. 

The essence of the Son has eternally been to take upon Himself the flesh 

of humanity. In this sense the most pure Spirit of Christ, eternally in the 

exact form of God, has always had a physical essence.  

3. When Isaiah was given a glimpse into the throne room of God what did he 

see? 

Isaiah 6:1-3 KJV - "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  2 Above it stood the 
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, 
and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  3 And 
one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."  

 a. What did he see? He saw heavenly glory. 

 b. What did he see? He saw Christ seated upon His eternal throne. 

4. It was from this throne that Jesus humbled Himself in the incarnation. 

We’ll see more of this next week. 

5. It was the eternal Son who appeared in human form in pre-incarnate 

appearances.  

 It was the Son of God who appeared to Abraham as one of the three angels 

 It was the Son of God that wrestled all night with Jacob 

 It was the Son of God that appeared before Joshua as the Captain of the 

Lord of Hosts. 

C. As God is all glorious, so is Jesus 

1. He is apart from, other than, distinct. Nothing can compare with Him. This 

describes Jesus.  

John 1:14 NAU - "And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth."   

2. As His birth was announced the angels filled the air with praise 

Luke 2:13-14 KJV - "And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  14 Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men."  
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3. With only 63 days until Christmas it isn’t too early to begin filling our 

minds and hearts with the awe of the Son of God coming down to dwell 

among us.  

4. We are guilty of fearfully low views of Christ.  

   Paul says, “Let this attitude be in you . . .” 
Do you see how this crushes our pride? How can we strut about in our 

self-conceived greatness when we gaze upon the humility of Christ?  

D. In His exaltation Jesus returned to His rightful throne of glory 

John 13:31-32 NAU - "Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, 
"Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him;  32 if God is 
glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him 
immediately."  
John 17:5 NAU - "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the 
glory which I had with You before the world was."  
1. Jesus has returned to His throne that He possessed from all eternity 

because He is God. 

LBC 2:1 – “who is immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, 

almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most wise, most free, most 

absolute; working all things according to the counsel of His own 

immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory; most loving, 

gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, 

forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that 

diligently seek Him, and withal most just and terrible in His judgments, 

hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.”  

2. The infinite, eternal, most excellent Jesus was willing to take upon 

Himself a finite body and come and dwell among men.  

   

 

Conclusion: 
1. Paul’s point is that Jesus is eternally Divine. He eternally existed in the exact form of 

God. He is eternally all-glorious.  

If He was willing to leave His place in eternity where, as God, He existed unto Himself in 

infinite splendor and glory, how much more should we be willing to humble ourselves 

before our fellow man? Should we not be willing to sacrifice our own selfish self-

interests for the sake of our brethren? 

2. This humility must be our attitude. Consider how infinite our King’s descent. We’ll never 

fully grasp our infinite, transcendent God humbling Himself by becoming a servant, but 

we must seek to imitate it. Are we willing to be servants? To serve rather than be served? 

3. And as we consider the Jesus in His boundless love for us does it not enflame our hearts 

to know Him more.  

Philippians 3:7-8 NAU - "But whatever things were gain to me, those things I 
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to 
be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I 
may gain Christ,"  

 

 


