
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, Lesson #24 

Review:  

WCF Ch 17.1 They, whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by his Spirit, 
can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the 
end, and be eternally saved. 

RP Testimony  
17.1. Men may profess faith in Jesus Christ and have the outward appearance of being regenerate, for a 
time, and yet finally fall away from this profession.  
2. We reject the view that, because it appears to happen in human observation, true believers can fall away 
and be eternally lost.  
3. The Church cannot discern hypocrites so long as they continue to profess the true religion, and appear 
obedient to the law of God.  
4. We reject the view that the Church is able to judge the hearts of men. 

I. Our Perseverance is Not Dependent on our own Good Works but on God’s Grace (continued) 

WCF 17.2 This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability 
of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy 
of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ, the abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them, 
and the nature of the covenant of grace: from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.  

The infinite, mysterious, eternal love of God for His people is a guarantee that they can never be lost. This 
love is not subject to fluctuations but is as unchangeable as His being. It is also gratuitous, and keeps faster 
hold of us than we of it. It is not founded on the attractiveness of its objects.  

I John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 

Rom 5:8-10 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life. 

Here the very point stressed in that our standing with God is not based on our deserts. It was "while we 
were enemies" that we were brought into spiritual life through sovereign grace; and if He has done the 
greater, will He not do the lesser? The writer of the book of Hebrews also teaches that it is impossible for 
one of God's chosen to be lost when he says that Christ is both "the Author and Perfecter of our faith." We 
are there taught that the whole course of our salvation is divinely, planned and divinely guided. Neither 
the grace of God nor its continuance is given according to our merits. Hence if any Christian fell away, it 
would be because God had withdrawn His grace and changed His method of procedure—or, in other words, 
because He had put the person back under a system of law.  

"The sovereign and unmerited love is the cause of the believer's effectual calling. Now, as the cause is 
unchangeable, the effect is unchangeable. That effect is, the constant communication of grace to the 
believer in whom God hath begun a good work. God was not induced to bestow His renewing grace in the 
first instance, by anything which He saw, meritorious or attractive, in the repenting sinner; and therefore 
the subsequent absence of everything good in him would be no new motive to God for withdrawing His 
grace. When He first bestowed that grace, He knew that the sinner on whom He bestowed it was totally 
depraved, and wholly and only hateful in himself to the divine holiness; and therefore no new instance of 
ingratitude or unfaithfulness, of which the sinner may become guilty after his conversion, can be any 
provocation to God, to change His mind, and wholly withdraw His sustaining grace. God knew all this 
ingratitude before. He will chastise it, by temporarily withdrawing His Holy Spirit, or His providential 



mercies; but if He had not intended from the first to bear with it, and to forgive it in Christ, He would not 
have called the sinner by His grace at first. In a word, the causes for which God determined to bestow His 
electing love on the sinner are wholly in God, and not at all in the believer; and hence, nothing in the 
believer's heart or conduct can finally change that purpose of love.” – Robert L. Dabney  

"God's decree of predestination is firm and certain; and the necessity resulting from it is, in like manner, 
immovable, and cannot but take place. For we ourselves are so feeble, that if the matter were left in our 
hands, very few, or rather none, would be saved; but Satan would overcome us all." – Martin Luther 

The more we think of these matters, the more thankful we are that our perseverance in holiness and 
assurance of salvation is not dependent on our own weak nature, but upon God's constant sustaining 
power…Arminianism denies this doctrine of Perseverance, because it is a system, not of pure grace, but of 
grace and works; and in any such system the person must prove himself at least partially worthy. 

II.Though Truly Saved, the Christian may Temporarily Backslide and Commit Sin 

This doctrine of Perseverance does not mean that Christians do not temporarily fall the victims of sin, for 
alas, this is all too common. Even the best of men backslide temporarily. But they are never completely 
defeated; for God, by the exercise of His grace on their hearts infallibly prevents even the weakest saint 
from final apostasy. As yet we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the 
power (or the glory) may be of God, and not from ourselves (II Cor. 4:7). 

Rom 7:19-25 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I 
will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the 
one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 

As long as the believer remains in this world his state is one of warfare. He suffers temporary reverses and 
may for a time appear to have lost all faith; yet if he has been once truly saved, he cannot fall away 
completely from grace. If once he has experienced the inner change which comes through regeneration he 
will sooner or later return to the fold and be saved. When he comes to himself he confesses his sins and 
asks forgiveness, never doubting that he is saved. His lapse into sin may have injured him severely and may 
have brought destruction to others; but so far as he is personally concerned it is only temporary.  
2 Samuel 12:14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 
the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 

Each one of the elect is like the prodigal son in this, that for a time he is deluded by the world and is led 
astray by his own carnal appetite. He tries to feed on the husks, but they do not satisfy. And sooner or 
later he is obliged to say, "I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight." And he meets with the same reception, tokens of unchanging love; and a 
father's welcome voice echoes through the soul, and melts the heart of the poor returning backslider,
—"This my son was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found." Let it be noticed that this is a 
thoroughly Calvinistic parable in that the prodigal was a son, and could not lose that relationship. Those 
who are not sons never have the desire to arise and go to the Father. 

Grace may at times seem to be lost to a child of God when it is indeed not so. The sun is eclipsed, but 
regains its former splendor. The trees lose all their leaves and fruit in winter, but has fresh buddings with 
the spring. Israel flees once, or even twice, before her enemies, and yet they conquer the land of promise. 
The Christian, too, falls many times, but is finally saved. It is unthinkable that God's elect should fail of 
salvation. "There is no possibility of their escaping the omnipotent power of God. so that, like Jonah, who 
fled from the will of God, which was to carry the message to Nineveh, yet was pursued even into the belly 
of the fish by the power of God until he willingly obeyed God's command, so they will eventually return to 
the Saviour, and after confession receive pardon for their sins and be saved."


