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We're in the book of 1 John and I'd invite you to turn to 1 John as we come to the 
teaching of God's word today. Our motto at Truth Community Fellowship is: teaching 
God's people God's word. We believe that the Sunday morning gathering is for the saints 
that belong to Christ to be edified by the word of God, to be taught and strengthened in 
their walk for him; we realize that unbelievers may show up and that's great, we welcome 
them but they're not our target at Truth Community on Sunday morning, our target is the 
people of God who need to be instructed and built up so that they can grow in the image 
of Christ which is the whole purpose of Christian salvation and so that's what we're doing 
and 1 John is a wonderful book to kind of set the standard, set the foundation for that in a 
young church. The Apostle John wrote the book of 1 John to help Christians achieve 
victory, spiritual victory in the midst of a hostile world. It's not easy to live in this world 
as a Christian and you all know that by sad, difficult personal experience if you have 
been a Christian for any length of time at all. You know what it's like to fight the desires 
of your own flesh, to battle your own inconsistent desires to grow in holiness. You know 
what that's like. You know what it's like to face the opposition of the world to your 
Christian profession, your Christian commitment as you act on biblical principles, you 
find that people are there to resist you and the blows that they would give to Christ 
sometimes fall on you. This isn't an easy world to live in and just the whole environment 
in which we live is geared toward sin and sensuality and all of those ungodly things and 
so for us as believers to try to be walking in a holy way in the midst of that is a challenge 
and that's why it's so vital and important for churches on Sundays to come together 
around the teaching of God's word so that we could be strengthened in that. We're not 
here to entertain or to make people laugh and all of those things. Look, your souls are 
important. Your souls matter and the growth of your soul is the whole purpose for which 
Christ saved you, to reconcile you to God and to conform you to the image of Christ. 
Well, funny stories don't help you in the spiritual battle, what helps you is the teaching of 
God's word and that's why we place such a premium on it here at Truth Community 
Fellowship and we're glad that the Lord has given us opportunity to do that.

Now, what we're coming to here this morning is a passage that I am very excited to teach 
you on because as a Christian it is going to show you why you are secure in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. There are many reasons why that would have to be true, why when someone 
is truly saved that they are secure forever, but what we see in this passage is a personal 
involvement of God himself in the security of your salvation. It's found in chapter 2, 
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verses 26 and 27 is where we're going to be focusing our attention here this morning, and 
the Apostle John writes and says this in verse 26, he says,

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to 
deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him 
abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His 
anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just 
as it has taught you, you abide in Him. 

Now, what's going on here in this passage? Well, remember as we've said throughout this 
series on 1 John, is that John was writing to a group of beleaguered Christians who had 
been assaulted by false teachers, false teachers who had come into their midst, taught 
false things about Christ and had confused them and made it more difficult for them to 
understand the reality of their salvation and to grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. They had made it difficult for them and so John has two groups in 
mind really as he writes this letter. In one, he's writing and he's combating the false 
teachers; he's calling them liars and antichrist and exposing them for the false teachers 
that they are, but then he also has, the Apostle John also has the group of true believers in 
mind and he writes to strengthen them. It's very very important if you're going to 
understand the book of 1 John to realize that there are those two separate groups that he 
has in mind as he is addressing them because if you don't do that, you are liable to see the 
threats that he makes against false teachers as written against true believers and that 
would have the effect of undermining the very purpose for which he wrote. He wrote to 
give true believers assurance, comfort, strength, not to undermine them and assault them 
by calling them false teachers and so if you understand that there are those two groups in 
mind, it really helps your understanding of the entire book of 1 John and lets you as a 
believer appropriate the grace and strength that is meant for you here in this book.

Well, in these two verses, just those two brief verses that I just read, you can see that 
there are those two groups in mind and it brings it out very clearly. Look back at verse 26 
with me, if you would, 1 John 2:26, John says, "These things I have written to you," to 
you the true believers, "concerning those who are trying to deceive you." Do you see the 
two groups right there? There is this group of false teachers who are trying to deceive 
them, there are the true believers that he is writing to strengthen. So as you have that in 
mind, it's going to help you unfold and understand the two verses that we have here in 
front of us this morning, that contrast between the false teachers and the true believers. 
So we're going to structure our message around that contrast and basically the first aspect 
of the contrast here in this passage is to understand the threat of false teachers. That's 
point 1 if you're taking notes here, is to understand the threat of false teachers. Why is it 
that false teachers are so dangerous? Why is it that we must be on guard? Why is it that 
John later in the book says, "Test the spirits to see whether they are from God because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world"? Why is it that Jesus said, "Beware of 
the false prophets who come to you as wolves dressed in sheep's clothing"? You see, 
beloved, you have to understand and if you're going to take your soul seriously, not only 
your soul but those within your circle of influence, we have to understand that not 
everyone who claims to speak for God actually does and that is a threat. That is a threat. 
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If a false teacher comes and pulls people along after him, he is leading them away from 
the truth and that's not a matter of minor consequence, that's the most important thing in 
the world. These false teachers are a threat and I want you to see that.

John had earlier exposed these false teachers. He had exposed their character when he 
called them liars and antichrist. Look up just four or five verses to verse 22 here. He 
gives an objective assessment under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of who these false 
teachers were and what their character was like. Verse 22, "Who is the liar but the one 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ?" The things that we deal with today are the same 
things that they were dealing back in the first century, teachers who denied the true deity 
of Christ: Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons and other groups like them saying that Jesus is 
someone other than who he actually is. And what we've said throughout the course of this 
series is that that's far more important than a mere difference of theological opinion. A 
false Christ provides a false salvation. If you're believing in a false Christ, you're still in 
your sin, you're still in danger of eternal judgment and so the Apostle John who was 
directly commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to represent him on earth and to speak on 
his behalf understood the threat that false teachers were. This isn't a casual conversation 
around a party someplace, there are matters of great eternal consequence with what a man 
teaches about Christ and the Christ that he calls you to follow. So throughout the 
Scriptures you see these warnings, "Beware of the false teachers. They are liars. They are 
antichrist. They are opposed to the true Christ." So John here is dealing with this threat in 
verse 26. What we say is that you can never treat false teachers lightly. False teaching is 
never something to be casually dismissed, even dismissed when you have other goals in 
mind to accomplish and to minimize truth for the sake of an earthly objective. That's the 
wrong way to go. We have to elevate the importance of truth and treat false teachers for 
who they are.

Well, notice this: John has described their character in verse 22, liar, antichrist, but now 
in verse 26, what he is doing here is he is giving you their motives. He is showing you 
what is at risk and you have to understand as a preliminary matter, this might sound 
especially harsh but it's the teaching of the Bible, you need to understand that there are 
Satanic underpinnings to all false teaching. Every teacher that is proclaiming a false 
Christ is ultimately motivated by the devil himself, is motivated by Satan. It's part of the 
strategy of the powers of darkness to confuse the issue of Christ, who Christ is, what the 
nature of true salvation is, and if there is confusion about that, then the cause of truth is 
hindered which is the whole point of the devil's work. John 8:44 and we're going to string 
a few things together without having you turn to the text, John 8:44 says that the devil is 
the father of all lies; lies about Christ can ultimately be traced back to the father of all 
lies, the devil himself. The Apostle Peter said that the devil prowls about like a roaring 
lion seeking someone to devour. This is not casual. This is not something of modest 
consequence. 

2 Timothy 2:26 says that the devil holds captive unbelievers in order that they might do 
his will. Holds them captive. Holds them in his chains. And most significantly for our 
present context, write this verse down, 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 says that the devil 
"disguises himself as an angel of light and his servants disguise themselves as servants of 
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righteousness," and so we have to realize that there is an element of deception that 
motivates everything that the devil does and there is an element of deception in false 
teaching about Christ and so it is so important for the Christian pulpit to declare plainly 
and clearly who Christ is, to declare plainly and clearly what false teaching is and what it 
looks like so that there can be clarity on these matters, and that the Christian church and 
the world at large could have clarity about where truth lies and where falsehood lies and 
that's why teaching from a Christian pulpit must be clear, it must be detailed, it must be 
passionate because too much is at stake to treat it in any other way. A man who steps into 
a Christian pulpit has a stewardship from God to whom he must be faithful and a 
stewardship to which he must be faithful for the sake of the God who called him into 
ministry and that's just the nature of it and that's what you see the Apostle John doing 
here in verse 26. He says, "Be on guard. These men are trying to deceive you." He 
exposes their motives.

So we see that these are not harmless men with a different religious opinion, false 
teachers rise up as weeds in the true garden of God in his church, they rise up and they try 
to deceive men away from following the true Christ. That's a matter of great consequence 
and, beloved, let me say this to you. It's not just pastors who should be concerned about 
this, it's you. It's every single Christian should be concerned about this and I'll tell you 
why. Primarily, the first thing that should drive your passions on this and make you 
concerned about it is out of allegiance to our Lord Jesus Christ. You should be so 
overwhelmed, so grateful, so glad to the Lord Jesus Christ that he suffered on the cross, 
rose from the dead in order to secure your eternal salvation, that you have a sense of 
obligation and loyalty and allegiance in your heart that says, "Anything that besmirches 
the name of my Lord is something that I am going to be opposed against. I can't casually 
sit by and passively be quiet while Christ is assaulted, while his glory is diminished by 
Satanically motivated men who are trying to deceive others into following them so that 
they can bring them under their power and have men be obligated to them." You see, in 
your heart there is a desire that says, "No, no, whatever it means to me, Christ must be 
defended. Christ must be proclaimed. Christ must be exalted." So you have this passion 
that wells up in you that says, "I can't be indifferent. I can't be indifferent when false 
teachers rise to prominence. I have to speak. I have to say something. I have to say it on 
behalf of my Lord. It's the least that I could do after Christ had laid down his life for me. 
The least that I can do is lift my voice in his defense, in his honor, and to his glory." 

So we see the threat of false teachers right there in verse 26, they are men who are trying 
to deceive you. They try to deceive Christians, they deceive unbelievers, and the 
inevitable effect is that as those men rise and gain in prominence, the inevitable effect is 
that they bring their followers into bondage. They bring their followers into a condition 
where they have to do what that man says. They serve that false teacher because once you 
have brought people out from the liberating authority of Scripture, you're left with the 
authority of a man who then directs what they think and believe and it's always leading 
them into bondage, never into the liberty of Christ. So these false teachers are a threat 
that the Scriptures warn us against and, praise God, it doesn't only warn us against them, 
it equips us to discern. It equips us so that we can follow the truth and not only follow the 
truth, know that we are following the truth. That's the glory of it. You as a believer in 
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Christ have been delivered from that and God intends for you to walk in a liberty that 
knows that you are in the truth and that you have been delivered from that kind of 
falsehood. 

How gracious and merciful God is to his people and that brings us to our second point 
this morning as we look at the contrast and I am just very happy to come to verse 27 right 
now. We looked briefly at the threat of false teachers, now point 2, we're going to look at 
the triumph of true believers. We saw the threat, now we're going to see the triumph of 
true believers and put your seatbelts on because this is going to be exciting for you as you 
see what John says here in verse 27. Let's look at it together, the triumph of true believers 
here in verse 27. John says, "As for you," sharp contrast. I've dealt with the false teachers 
again, now I’m turning my attention to the true flock of God; those born again by the 
Spirit; those who belong to Christ; those whom he has redeemed. It's you that I’m talking 
to now in verse 27, and what can I say about you that would assure you of spiritual 
victory in the midst of a hostile world? Verse 27, he lays it out, he says, "As for you, the 
anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone 
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, 
and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him."

Now, a little preface here. This is a complex verse. There are a lot of clauses and phrases 
going on there and let me just give you a little summary to kind of give you a focal point, 
a reference point for what he's saying here. What John is saying is this, when he talks 
about the anointing, he's referring to the Holy Spirit and what he's saying is that the Holy 
Spirit who first led you to salvation, the Spirit led you to Christ and brought you into the 
body of Christ, the Spirit who first led you to salvation will lead you to final victory as 
well. God didn't save you to abandon you halfway through the project. Philippians 1:6 
says, "I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus." So what he's saying here, he is saying that those 
of you who are truly saved can take this promise to the bank. God who started the work 
in you is going to continue it. He is going to finish it and the person of the Holy Spirit is 
the guarantee in your life that that's going to take place without fail and with absolute 
certainty. There is a sharp contrast. He has turned from the deceivers, he now turns to the 
believers. The deceivers and then the believers. I need to write that down sometime so 
that I can remember that. That little rhyme helps me. 

But what I want you to see is that the tone of verse 27 is one of confident assurance. He 
says, "The anointing abides in you." No qualification. This is indicative, not subjective. 
"You have no need for anyone to teach you confidence, security. His anointing teaches 
you about all things. His anointing is true. It has taught you and you will abide in him." 
All of these matters of certainty in the midst of a hostile world, in the midst of a world 
that is populated with false teachers, he says you as a Christian have a privileged 
position. The Holy Spirit has done a work in your life and knowing that work in your life 
is true, you can now look to the future with confidence, with certainty, that he who began 
the work is going to finish it. It doesn't – listen, some of you need to hear this – it doesn't 
depend on you to perfect your own salvation. It's not a matter of Christ started this  
salvation and then hands it off to you to finish it up with your good works after you 
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supposedly first came to Christ. Christ saved you to keep you and to bring you into 
heaven. That doesn't mean that you live an indifferent ungodly life, but it means that the 
power that guarantees your salvation will be completed is the same power that started it 
in the first place and that is a place of tremendous rest and confidence for the Christian. 

How can we be so confident of this ultimate triumph? Well, we're going to look at two 
aspects, these are sub points of this main point here, two aspects of the Spirit's work and, 
first of all, we're talking about the triumph of true believers. How can we be confident of 
that ultimate triumph? Here's the first aspect of it: it is the Spirit indwelling you. The 
Spirit indwelling you. Look at verse 27 with me again. This is so very very important. 
"As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you." Now, that word 
"anointing" initially referred to in the Old Testament back in the book of Exodus, it 
initially referred to a ceremonial act of applying oil to someone consecrated to God's 
service and so they would apply anointing oil to the priests as a symbolic measure of the 
hidden reality that this priest had been set apart for the service of God. He was anointed 
with oil in an external act to show the reality of his having been consecrated to the 
service of God. What John says here, speaking to true Christians, he says, "You have an 
anointing also." I know in some circles it's really popular to talk about a preacher having 
the anointing, well, I kind of know what they mean by that but the point here in this 
passage is that every true Christian has an anointing. Every true Christian has been set 
apart to the service of God and here is how you have been set apart if you are a true 
Christian: God has put his own Holy Spirit in you. The third person of the Trinity has 
taken up residence in your life. Christ has set us apart by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Now, when Jesus was conducting his earthly ministry, he promised this to the apostles. 
Turn back to the Gospel of John, you need to see this. We're going to look at three 
passages beginning in John 14. The indwelling person of the Holy Spirit. Oh, this is so 
very very important. And as you read these verses, I want you to approach them with this 
thought in your mind, that God in his grace has not left you alone in order to try to live 
out spiritual life in the midst of this hostile world. You are not limited by your own native 
resources in order to live the Christian life. That's the whole reason that he gave us the 
Scriptures. It's the whole reason that he has put the Spirit of God in you. 

Look at John 14:16, Jesus says speaking to his disciples on the eve of his crucifixion, he 
says, "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with 
you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not 
see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and," look at this, 
"will be in you." Jesus is promising the Holy Spirit and says, "He will be in you one day. 
Soon after my crucifixion, after my resurrection, after my ascension, I am going to ask 
the Father and he will send the Spirit into you."

Look at John 15:26. Jesus again speaking of the Holy Spirit says, "When the Helper 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, He will testify about Me, and you will testify also, because you have 
been with Me from the beginning." Jesus is saying, "I have been here with you physically 
in my own flesh. When I depart, I'm going to send the Holy Spirit, I am going to send the 
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third person of the blessed Trinity in order to be with you and to enable you to live this 
Christian life that I have called you to."

Look at chapter 16, verse 13. Jesus says it three times, alludes to this promise three times 
on this one occasion and he says, let's go to verse 12, he says, "I have many more things 
to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever 
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come." Now, Jesus' 
original audience for that promise was the disciples, the apostles, and he was promising 
them that he would guide them in their apostolic ministry. As they wrote the Scriptures, 
the Spirit of God would help them and enable them to transcend their native abilities in 
order to record the word of God and the Spirit would guide them into all truth as they 
wrote the Scriptures. But that promise is not limited to to that apostolic circle, it extends 
out to all true believers. The Spirit of God is going to indwell every true believer and is 
going to guide them and protect them as they walk through this hostile world. That's what 
he's saying.

Now, I realize that there are vast swathes of people in the claiming, professing world of 
Christendom who say you become a believer but then later you receive the Holy Spirit, 
often manifested by speaking in tongues, and so you get saved but you get the Holy Spirit 
later. That's not true. That's not at all what the Scriptures teach at all. Look at Romans 8, 
and sometime we need to develop this in-depth, for now we're just going to be content 
with looking at one or two Scriptures to see this. This is so vitally important for you to 
understand. Romans 8:9 says, "you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Him." So for someone to say, well, let's put it this way, let's simplify it: if 
someone doesn't have the Holy Spirit, they're not a Christian. That's stating it negatively. 
Stating it positively, if you are a Christian, you have the Holy Spirit dwelling within you. 
That's what it says right there in Romans 8:9, that the mark of a Christian is that the Holy 
Spirit dwells within him. 

You see, and this is – oh, follow me here, just follow me here because we're starting to 
walk into a beautiful room of Christian reality here. When you became a Christian, so 
much more happened than what was visibly apparent to you. There were invisible things, 
there were hidden intangible things that took place in your life when God saved you from 
your sins, things that aren't marked visibly but are testified to by the reality of the 
Scriptures. You received the Holy Spirit when you believed. It was one of the many gifts 
of God that he gave to you at the moment of your salvation. The Holy Spirit took up 
residence in your life never to leave, never to depart, and part of the role of the Holy 
Spirit in your life, remember the context here is dealing with false teachers, the threat of 
false teachers, part of the role and the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life is that he 
guides you into the truth. He protects you from error. He abides with you. And 
understand this, this is so magnificent that my words can't do it justice. I could climb up 
on the top of the platform and still not give enough emphasis to this point: God gave you 
the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is your defense against deception. The Holy Spirit is 
the guarantee of the completion of your salvation. He guided you to Christ, he will keep 
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you in Christ. His power cannot fail. This is immensely comforting and liberating. If you 
are a Christian, are in the hand of God then the Holy Spirit of God is in you and there is a 
security in your salvation that can never be shaken. The devil himself could put out an all 
out assault on your soul and the Holy Spirit would be the fortress and guarantee that that 
assault could never succeed. You cannot be taken from the hand of Christ once you're in 
Christ.

Let's go back to 1 John for a moment, 1 John 4:4. You must see the greatness and the 
certainty of this for your life. 1 John 4:4, "You are from God, little children." Here he is 
again addressing the true believers, addressing them affectionately, "little children." The 
words of the apostle are a reflection of the attitude of God toward his church. "Little 
children," speaking to them as a spiritual Father, as it were, speaking to them as little 
children. Well, listen, what does any good father do? He protects his children, right? He 
guarantees their safety and here he says, "You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He," the Holy Spirit, "who is in you than he who is in 
the world." As great as the deceptive power of Satan is, you as a true believer do not need 
to fear that in a servile way, in a way that is worried and overcome with anxiety about 
what the devil might do to you. No, you don't live the Christian life that way and part of 
the reason that you don't live the Christian life that way is that you know and have the 
certainty in your mind that the Spirit of God dwells within you and he is your defense 
against deception and he who led you to Christ will keep you in Christ. Can I say that too 
many times? I probably could if I repeated it enough, people would start to walk out and 
that's when I'd know that I had said it too much. But don't miss that point. 

That's why, beloved, that's why it is so bad to define salvation as a momentary decision 
that you made at some point in the past and to make it all about whether you prayed a 
prayer and asked Jesus into your heart at one point, and if you did, then everything is 
okay. That just makes a total mess of Christian theology to view Christianity that way. 
No, you've got to look at it from a scriptural perspective and what the Bible says is that 
when you were saved, when Christ saved you, he did a comprehensive work. Part of the 
work that he did on your behalf was he sent the Spirit so that the Spirit would take up 
residence within you and be your personal guide and protector as you walk through this 
hostile world. You have the power of God as a Christian dwelling within you. You have 
the very person of God dwelling within you and his role, his job, as it were, is to secure 
you and keep you to the end. You see, you have been overtaken. God has overtaken your 
life. God has claimed you for his own. God has consecrated you to himself and as a result 
of that, he's going to make sure that you stay. He's going to keep you and the earthly life 
guarantee of that in part is the person of the Holy Spirit.

Look over at the book of Ephesians just past 2 Corinthians and Galatians, Ephesians 1. 
Oh, we must think these things through. Oh, and this is so magnificent. Ephesians 1:13, 
"In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - 
having also believed, you were sealed in Him," sealed in Christ, "with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 
God's own possession, to the praise of His glory." What Paul is saying there is that you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit. God put his signet ring on you and declared you as his 
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own. Notice that the Spirit, Paul says that the Spirit is a pledge of our inheritance. The 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit in you, you can think about it this way, the language even suggests 
some of this thinking: the Holy Spirit is God's down payment on your life that he is going 
to complete the work of salvation in the end. You see, salvation is about so much more 
than living this life; the point of your salvation ultimately is that you would be in the 
presence of God in heaven for all of eternity to be with him. Now, people say, "But can I 
lose my salvation? How do I know? What if I sin so greatly that I lose my salvation? 
What if I get deceived?" The point of the Bible's teaching on the Holy Spirit is to let you 
put those questions to rest. God gave you the Holy Spirit and said, "This is my down 
payment on what I have done in your life. I have given you the third person of the most 
blessed Trinity to indwell you and when you know that the Spirit is indwelling you, you 
can know for certain that I am going to complete the promise. I am going to complete 
your salvation. I'm going to bring you into heaven. There is no possibility whatsoever 
that you would ever be lost." 

You can think about the Holy Spirit as an engagement ring, an engagement ring being the 
promise that the marriage will be completed. I realize that breaks down in an earthly 
sense but you understand the idea of an engagement ring, "This is my promise that I'm 
going to carry through and I'm going to fulfill my promise to marry you. This ring is a 
token of my sincerity. It's a token of the purity of my intentions on your life." Now, what 
God is saying with the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit is a token, a great, magnificent, 
infinitely worthy token to be sure, but the Holy Spirit in your life now is a token of the 
promise of God that he is going to fulfill the greater promises that are still future in your 
life today. That's magnificent. That means that the God who created heaven and earth, the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ who shed his own life blood to secure 
our salvation and on and on it goes, it means that that God has made such a direct and 
personal investment in your life by name in security of your soul by name that all we 
could do would be to respond in praise and glory and honor to such a one as that. It gives 
you a sense of the greatness of the intentions of God toward you. It speaks of the 
greatness of the absolutely undeserved grace and favor that God has shown to you if you 
are a Christian, that he would give you his Holy Spirit and give you a pledge of even 
greater things yet to come. 

That's the realm of Christian salvation and look, the Holy Spirit is no weak ghost, he's not 
Casper, this is the third person of the Trinity who has all the intrinsic power of God, who 
is in very essence God himself, has all the attributes of God, all the power of God, and 
who is personally exercising his omnipotence to guarantee the culmination of your 
salvation. Yeah, well, there are so many things I want you to see. One of the things that 
you have to see is the grandeur, the nobility of being a Christian. You should be 
overwhelmed with the things that we're seeing from God's word here today. This should 
utterly overwhelm you and to realize when you think about the eternal plan of God to 
secure the salvation of men by name, men who sinned against him like you and me and 
he graciously under no obligation shared that salvation with you, and that for all of 
eternity we're going to be gathered around in perfection singing the praises of the Lamb, 
to realize that that's what salvation is about and you see that and understand it from the 
Scriptures, then you realize that, do you know what? We should treat the Scriptures, we 
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should treat this salvation, we should approach our Christian lives with a mixture of such 
profound reverence and gratitude that the idea of treating it superficially and casually is 
utterly nauseating to you. It becomes nauseating to think of preaching that wants to be 
lighthearted and make jokes and talk about only the things of this life. You see, when you 
start to see these things from the Scriptures, it captivates your heart. It takes over. It takes 
ownership of your heart. And what I mean by that is it takes over the allegiances of your 
heart and clarifies where your loyalties and the devotion of the few years that God gives 
us here on earth should lie. We can't do anything but respond in utter gratitude and total 
loyalty and allegiance to such a Christ as this. 

This is magnificent and if you're a Christian here today, I know that the Spirit of God is 
testifying to you and affirming these things to your heart and is causing you to well up 
with a joy and a gratitude for the reality of what Christ has done on your behalf. Well, 
just fan that gratitude into a flame. You are eternally united to Jesus Christ through the 
Holy Spirit in a bond that can never be broken. In the context of this, it means that false 
teachers while you need to be on guard against them lest they diminish your experience 
and your reward, when you're on guard, when you are aware of these things, you realize 
that you're in a position of victory, a position of triumph. That allows you to live with 
courage. It motivates you to be more committed to the pursuit of holiness because you 
realize, "I'm not doing this on my own resources, on my own native abilities. There is a 
power at work in my life." The power that raised Christ from the dead is the power that's 
at work in your life as a believer in Christ. And all of a sudden obstacles come and you 
realize, "Hey, do you know what? I've got the power to overcome even that because 
Christ is with me in the person of his indwelling Holy Spirit."

And beloved, let me say this, go back to 1 John here, 1 John 2:27, in this context, John 
says, "Those men were trying to deceive you but as for you, the anointing which you 
received abides in you." What he's saying is the fact that you didn't follow the false 
teachers out is a sign that the Spirit of God is within you. The fact that you're not 
following after the book of Mormon or Jehovah's Witnesses or things like that is one 
aspect, one token of the reality that the Spirit of God dwells within you and so what a 
man believes testifies to what's going on in his heart. The teachers that we follow are a 
testimony to what's in your heart, and those who aren't following false teachers and who 
are naming the name of Christ have reason for confidence.

Now, second aspect. We talked about the Spirit's indwelling, now I want to just talk to 
you briefly about the Spirit's instruction. The Spirit's instruction. The Spirit of God does 
not dwell in you in a passive sense, he has an active ongoing teaching ministry role that 
keeps you from fatal error if you are a Christian. Look at verse 27 again, he says, "the 
anointing which you received abides in you," the Spirit is abiding in you, "and you have 
no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is 
true and is not a lie." You see, the Spirit of God has an active teaching role in your life. 
Part of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is that he shapes and directs your mind as you 
expose yourself to the Scriptures; he directs and shapes your minds and confirms and 
establishes you in the truth.
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Now, clarity here, when he says that you have no need for anyone to teach you, he's not 
saying that there is no need for teachers at all in the church of God, after all, John himself 
was writing this letter to teach and instruct, right? If that's what he meant that there is no 
need for any teachers whatsoever, then his own letter would not be relevant and he 
wouldn't do that, you know, people don't do things that are self-contradictory. No, but 
what he's saying here is this and understand this as an important point: what John is 
saying is that you don't need teachers – oh, follow this, this is so important – you don't 
need teachers who claim to have a special knowledge about God that goes beyond what is 
revealed in the Scriptures. You don't need anybody who comes and says, "I've got a new 
word from the Lord or God spoke to me and here's what he says for your life." You don't 
need that. That's a mark of deception when people speak that way because you have the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within you. John is dismissing those false teachers who claim a 
special knowledge that is reserved only to an elite group of people, and this is immensely 
liberating for you as just a humble believer in Christ. Everything that you need for 
spiritual truth, everything that you need for spiritual life is found in the four corners of 
the 66 books of the Bible. You don't need anything else.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work." The Scriptures are sufficient to make you 
adequate for whatever God brings into your life. You don't need somebody saying, "I got 
a prophetic word from the Lord." You don't need somebody saying, "Oh, we've got a new 
book that came out since the Bible." You don't need a Watchtower magazine. You don't 
need the book of Mormon. You don't need Catholic traditions. You don't need any 
teacher who says God spoke to them in a way that goes beyond the Bible and you don't 
need a teacher who says, "God spoke to me and let me tell you what he said." If he can't 
show it to you somewhere within the 66 books of the Bible, you can safely disregard it 
without fear of incurring the judgment of God or missing something that God has said. 
God has spoken in his word. He has spoken completely in his word, he has spoken finally 
in his word, with finality. The book of Revelation ends, "If anyone adds to these words, 
let a curse be upon him." Damnation upon those who would add to this closed book of 
the Canon. 

Now, listen to me very carefully, not that you're not already doing that, and I'll expand on 
this at points in the future but you must understand this, you must make this a mark in 
your life: anyone who claims to have special knowledge from God that goes beyond the 
Bible is a false teacher by definition. As soon as somebody claims to have received direct 
revelation from God going beyond the Scriptures, they are a false teacher by definition. 
That's what John is saying here in verse 27. You have no need for anyone to teach you. 
You don't need anyone to go beyond the Bible and when they try to go beyond the Bible, 
they are denying everything that Scripture says about itself. Now, I realize that that's in 
collision with what so many people say and they want to talk about, "Oh, God spoke to 
me this or that." Sometimes people are just speaking carelessly when they say that but 
when a man stands up in a pulpit and says, "Listen to the vision I got from the Lord," get 
up and walk out and if you ever hear me say anything like that in the next 25 years that 
I'm here as a pastor of Truth Community Fellowship, you have my permission to run me 
down with your car in the parking lot and exterminate me. That's how crucial this is. 

Page 11 of 14



God's word is sufficient and it sounds so appealing, it sounds so inviting for somebody to 
say, "Oh, I had this vision. Let me tell you about this vision. I'm a four-year-old kid and I 
went to heaven. Let me tell you about it." Have you read that book? It's all garbage. They 
are making it up or they're speaking as, going back to what we said earlier, they're 
speaking as mouthpieces of the devil. God speaks through his word. God has spoken in 
his word and that's where we find the truth. And just think about it: why would God 
speak that way when there is no way for you to verify the truth of what they say? It's just 
shocking to me that people buy into that stuff. "Let me tell you about my vision from 
God." How do I know whether that's true or not? There's no way for me to verify it. 
There is no way for me to test the accuracy of it except by the fact that God has spoken 
and said, "This is my final word," and somebody going and saying other stuff exposes 
them for the deceived and deceiver that they are. You have the prerogative and the 
responsibility for any teacher who comes to you to be like a Berean in Acts 17:11, "Show 
it to me in the word of God." That's your prerogative and if you take that prerogative 
seriously and you exercise it seriously, it is going to act as a guard and a shield and a 
fortress around the state of your soul. That's the privilege that God has given you in the 
Scriptures and when you have the indwelling Holy Spirit to illuminate your 
understanding, you have everything that you need to walk in life in godliness. It's great. 
It's great. I say these things to liberate you, to give you confidence to know where truth 
lies and we see it right here in the Scriptures.

Well, when John says the Spirit guides us into the truth, he's giving us the desire and the 
capacity to understand Scripture. The Spirit of God strengthens your understanding as 
you expose yourself to the word of God. Now, listen, we have the Spirit of God but that 
doesn't mean that we don't have responsibility, your responsibility and mine is to keep 
our minds in the Scripture, to be reading the Bible on a consistent ongoing basis, 
exposing your mind to the truth so that, and the Spirit takes those simple acts of reading 
and obedience and confirms and establishes you even more in his word. It's all about the 
word of God, beloved. It is all about God's truth as he has spoken it in his word. That's 
how he protects us from deceivers and he has given us the Holy Spirit to aid us in the 
result.

Look at the end of verse 27 as we start to close here. He says, "just as it has taught you," 
the Spirit of God has brought you to this point, the Spirit of God saved you, the Spirit of 
God wrote the Scriptures through the human instruments and now he has saved you and 
as you walk in the word, the Spirit of God is going to keep you and mature you and 
broaden your understanding.

Now, let me wrap this up. You may not realize it but those of you that are true Christians, 
you can testify to this from your own personal experience. Without a doubt. Don't you 
have, let's say you've been a Christian for 10 years, don't you have deeper insights into 
the word of God today than what you had 10 years ago? Haven't you grown spiritually 
and you have experienced some victory over sins that used to really trouble you and pull 
you down. It's not perfect, I get that. My life is not perfect. Yours isn't either. Welcome to 
the club. But don't you find that your life is more conformed to the image of Christ now 
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than it was five years ago? You see that you have understanding, your desires for holiness 
are stronger, you have more discernment than you had before? Some of you, the Lord has 
brought you out of drunkenness and drug use and those kinds of things. Look at that and 
realize that that is your own personal chapter of the work of the Spirit of God in the life 
of a believer and rejoice in it. It's not perfect yet but you see the evidence of it, you see 
the testimony in your own life. You love Christ more now than you used to. That is a 
mark of the work of the Spirit of God, the ministry of the Spirit in your heart. That's not 
to say that we don't struggle but that's not John's point here. John's point here is what is 
the certainty of victory in your life and what he says is it's this anointing, it's the Holy 
Spirit that you receive from God and the Spirit who brought you to Christ is going to 
keep you in Christ. The God who rules over all, who appointed your salvation, who 
brought you to that point of saving faith in Christ, is now continuing to work in your life 
through the indwelling Holy Spirit to make sure that you most certainly arrive at that 
final destination at the throne of God where we will be casting our crowns at his feet, and 
when Christ is glorified in heaven, you're going to be there to join in the heavenly chorus. 
God is not going to let you fall out of his hand along the way. He's too gracious. He's too 
good to start it and then not finish it and he's too wise to leave it up to you. This is your 
Christ. This is the salvation that Jesus Christ purchased for you. Can't you worship him? 
Can't you love him? Can't you honor him? Can't you trust him?

Let's bow together in prayer as the musicians come.

My friends, if you examine your life in light of the Scriptures and see evidence that 
Christ has saved you, take heart and praise God right now because he who saved you will 
keep you to the end. And my friends, if you're here and these things are just totally 
foreign to you, there's nothing in your life that shows an impact from a powerful Spirit of 
God upon your life, take this opportunity and realize that God has brought you here to 
expose to your understanding that you're not in Christ no matter what you may have said 
about yourself in the past. Don't let your pride get in the way, my friend. Don't let your 
pride get in the way of humbling yourself and repenting before Christ. I was in that same 
position myself years ago, claiming to be a Christian when I really wasn't. We've all been 
there. Join the club. Come to Christ. Lay your life down. Repent of your sins and receive 
him as your Lord and Master, trusting his work on the cross as your righteousness before 
God and give your allegiance to him and in an irrevocable way, come to Christ for the 
salvation of your soul. Stop the games and submit to Christ. I beg you. On behalf of 
Christ, I beg you, come to Christ even now.

Our Father, we thank you for the greatness of our salvation. We thank you for the 
greatness of your work on our behalf. We thank you for the greatness and the wisdom of 
sending the Spirit to indwell us, to guide us into the truth, and to keep us until the end. 
We thank you and, Lord, we just desire to honor you and we pray that you would take 
these marvelous truths, seal them to our hearts, help us to rejoice and, Lord, help us to 
obey, help us to be faithful in a manner that is worthy of one bought at the price of blood.  
We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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