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SATAN’S HELPER: THE BEAST OUT OF THE SEA 
REVELATION 13:1-10 

Well set’s turn in our Bibles please to Revelation chapter 13.  Now we are in the fourth parallel 
section of the book of Revelation, and each of these parallel sections, as we have seen, begins at 
the first coming of Jesus and concludes at the second coming of Jesus, and describes the nature 
of the spiritual warfare between the first and second coming from a particular perspective—from 
the perspective of the conflicts the churches are going to have; or of how the world is going to 
behave; or the temporal judgments that God is going to bring on the world for their behavior.  
And now in this fourth parallel section, the conflict between Christ and Satan is described.  
Here’s what that looks like and how that works.   

Now we’ve pointed out in a previous message that chapter 12 is a very important transition point 
in the book of Revelation.  From chapter 12 onward, we are taken behind the scenes to see the 
spiritual warfare that lies behind the physical events that occur on earth.  Every event that visibly 
occurs on the earth has a backstory that lies behind it, and that causes it to occur.  And that 
backstory, is the conflict between Christ and Satan that occurs in the spiritual realm. 

Now in chapter 12, we saw the work of Satan himself in his efforts to destroy Christ, when He 
was born and as He lived here upon the earth.  Having failed at that task, and having been cast 
out of heaven as a result, we then went on to see in chapter 12 Satan’s work in persecuting the 
church—with physical persecution to try to destroy it, and with a flood of lies to try to 
overwhelm it.  But we saw in chapter 12 that Satan is a failure.  He was overcome by Christ, he 
was overcome by Michael and the angels, and he was overcome by the believers.   

But Satan will never give up the fight until he is forced to.  He has no intentions of withdrawing 
from the field of conflict.  Satan’s goal is to do as much damage to the church as he can before he 
is cast into the lake of fire, and to take as many people to hell with him as he is able to.   

And while we see Satan as the primary and leading figure in persecuting and deceiving the 
church in chapter 12, we have to understand that Satan does not work alone.  We know that he 
has his demons to assist him, which are fallen angels.  They played a prominent role in the 
gospels, and are spoken of with some degree of detail in Revelation chapter 9 as the locusts with 
scorpion stings in their tails.  And of course, the demons are mentioned briefly in Revelation 12, 
verses 7 and 9, when the dragon and his angels were cast out heaven.   

But in addition to the demons that we are familiar with, Satan has many human helpers to aid 
and assist him in his evil work, and in the next two chapters, chapter 13 and chapter 14, we are 
introduced to all of Satan’s human helpers.  So here in chapters 12 to 14, this fourth parallel 
section, the theme of this section is Satan and his helpers.  It is all about how Satan and his 
helpers operate between the first and the second coming of Jesus.   



In the first parallel section we saw what the church is going to experience—the seven churches.  
In the second parallel section we saw how the world is going to function—the seven seals; 
remember the four horsemen of the apocalypse described, and then the murder of the saints.  And 
in the third parallel section, we had the seven trumpets and the temporal judgments that God is 
going to bring on the earth for the wicked things they do as the seals are opened.   

Now in this fourth section we have Satan and his helpers and how they function between the first 
and second comings of Christ.  So here in chapter 13 and 14, we are introduced not only to 
Satan, but also in particular to his helpers.   

There is the beast that arises out of the sea, which we’re going to be looking at this morning, 
which represents and symbolizes the persecuting governments of the world.  Then there is the 
beast that arises out of the earth, which represents and symbolizes the persecuting false religions 
of the world.  Then the harlot Babylon, who represents and symbolizes the seducing power of the 
world, with all of its materialism and sensuality and pleasures.  And finally, there are those who 
take the mark of the beast, who represent and symbolize all the unsaved people, who willingly 
have their thinking and their actions directed by Satan in this age.   

All of these helpers of Satan are seen to be at work as soon as Christ ascends into heaven, and 
they continue to operate until He returns and destroys them all in His final judgment.  The point 
is simply this, as Ephesians 6 and verse 12 says, we wrestle not against just flesh and blood.  It is 
not just people who are opposing us as we seek to love Christ and live for Christ.  Driving these 
people and directing these people and empowering these people are the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, and spiritual wickedness of the highest order and position.   

So what John is telling us in this section is that there is more than meets the eye when you see 
governments persecuting, cults deceiving, the world seducing, and the people raging against God 
and His church.  What is behind all of that is Satan himself, and when he is destroyed, then all of 
his helpers will cease to function.   

But until that time comes, we must intelligently understand who it is that we are dealing with, 
and what we may expect from them, and how we should go about doing good spiritual warfare 
against them.  Whether it is the persecuting governments of the world, whether it is the false 
religions of the world, whether it is the worldly seduction and enticement, or whether it is the 
mass of unsaved humanity who hate Christ and His people, we will understand how to deal with 
them as we understand that Satan is behind them and empowering them, and therefore, we can 
grasp why they do what they do, and how we may view and respond to them.   

Well let us then begin to explore this subject of Satan’s helpers.  Today we’re going to look at the 
first of Satan’s helpers, and that is the beast that arises out of the sea, in Revelation 13, verses 1 
to 10.  We’ll seek to understand what this beast is, what he symbolizes, and how it is that he 
serves the cause of Satan.  In subsequent weeks, we’ll look at the beast that arises out of the 
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earth, we’ll look at those who have the mark of the beast, and we’ll be looking at Babylon.  So 
that’s where we’re headed. 

What we want to do together then this morning is read Revelation chapter 13, verses 1 to 10, and 
then begin to explore the nature of this first helper of Satan.  Revelation 13, 1 to 10: 

“1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and 
his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 
healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is 
able to make war with him? 

“5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was 
given unto him to continue forty and two months. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And it 
was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given 
him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. 

“9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he 
that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints.” 

So in the first place then this morning, we want to consider together the appearance of the beast.  
Now the appearance of the beast is mentioned in verses 1 to 2a.  Notice verse 1: “And I stood 
upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 2 And the 
beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth 
as the mouth of a lion.” 

Now in these initial verses, John describes the appearance of this horrible beast that is going to 
assist Satan in accomplishing his evil work.  We see that he arises out of the sea.  Now we 
discovered in a previous message on Daniel chapter 7, that when used symbolically, the sea 
represents the churning mass of unsaved humanity.  The wicked are like the troubled sea that 
cannot rest, that casts up mire and dirt.  So this beast arises out of the mass of unsaved humanity; 
that is, out of the wicked population of the earth.   

He then describes this beast as being similar in appearance to the description of the dragon 
himself, back in Revelation chapter 12 and verse 3.  We see that the dragon in chapter 12 and 
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verse 3 and the beast in chapter 13 and verse 1, both have seven heads and they both have ten 
horns.  The beast is similar to the dragon, because the beast shares in and reflects the dragon’s 
evil character and power.   

Now it says in verse 1 that this beast has seven heads.  These heads represent dominion and rule, 
and seven of course is the number that symbolizes completion.  So these seven heads represent 
the complete number of kingdoms that exercise dominion and rule upon the earth between the 
first and second coming of Christ.   

The beast also has ten horns and a crown upon each of those horns.  And as we have also seen in 
Daniel 7 and elsewhere, horns represent power and strength, and ten is the number that 
symbolizes perfection.  So we see that these kings that rule these successive kingdoms between 
the first and the second coming of Christ have full power and full strength to carry out their evil 
agenda, and that agenda is represented by the name written on the heads of this beast.   

Now the name written on the heads of this beast, on all seven of the heads, is the same name, and 
it is the name of blasphemy.  Notice verse 1, “[I] saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven 
heads and ten horns,”—that’s authority and power, rulership and strength—“and upon his horns 
ten crowns,” speaking of the rulers of those kingdoms and the power they possess, “and upon his 
heads the name of blasphemy.”  So the heads—plural, have the name of blasphemy—singular.  
Every one of the seven heads is characterized by blasphemy.   

The point is, blasphemy against God is the characteristic that guides each kingdom and each 
nation (symbolically speaking, all seven of them) that arises between the first and the second 
coming of Jesus.  Every nation and all nations that have arisen from the time of Christ to the 
present moment have functioned in defiance against God, and have set themselves up as rivals to 
the authority of God, and have persecuted the people of God.   

In a word, the kingdoms of this world and this age are a constant expression of blasphemy 
against God’s authority by their policies and their laws, and in the exercise of their dominion and 
power.  Even so-called “Christian” nations have had laws and policies and rulers that were 
anything but Christian.  Like America, nations may give passing acknowledgment to God in their 
founding documents, but in their laws and policies, they immediately begin to act contrary to His 
will and to His honor.  Kings set themselves up as the final authority, and assert their will, 
irrespective of God’s laws.  Their very act of ruling is an act of blasphemy, because they do not 
acknowledge God’s authority over their kingdom, or over their persons.  They demand that their 
citizens see them as the ultimate and final authority in their lives.   

Now verse 2 gives us certainty regarding the identity of this beast out of the sea, and certainty 
that these seven heads and these ten horns represent the authority and the power of all the 
successive kings and kingdoms between the first and the second coming of Jesus.  Verse 2 tells 
us the identity of this beast out of the sea.  Notice verse 2 says, “And the beast which I saw was 
like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion.” 

!  4



Now it describes this beast as being like a leopard, and like a bear, and like a lion in its various 
parts.  You recall that when we preached through Daniel chapter 7, we saw that various world 
empires were characterized by what?  A lion, a bear, and a leopard.  Turn please in your Bibles 
for a moment to Daniel chapter 7.  I want to refresh your memory about this passage we 
preached on a month or so ago.  Daniel chapter 7, notice verses 3 to 7: 

“3 And four great beasts came up”—where?—“from the sea,” just like this beast in 
Revelation 13:1 came up out of the sea.  Daniel 7:2 “…And, behold the four winds of the 
heavens strove upon the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one 
from another.”   

Notice—“4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were 
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s 
heart was given to it.  

“5 And behold another beast, a second, like”—notice—“to a bear, and it raised up itself on one 
side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, 
Arise, devour much flesh. 

“6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like”—here it is—“a leopard,” so here we’ve got the lion, 
the bear, and the leopard represented, “which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the 
beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.  

“7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it;”—now here it is
—“and it had ten horns.” 

Now what are these four beasts—the lion, the bear, the leopard, and the ten-horned beast?  Well 
verse 17 of Daniel told us, remember?  Verse 17 of Daniel 7 says, “These great beasts, which are 
four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.”  So what do we know about these beasts?  
Turn back please now to Revelation chapter 13.  We know that these beasts symbolize kings and 
kingdoms.  Governments and kingdoms are symbolized by these beasts.  The four beasts which 
Daniel saw in his vision have now, in Revelation 13 and verse 2, been combined into one beast: 
the leopard, the bear, and the lion and the ten horns—they’re now all combined into one 
composite beast.   

This composite beast of Revelation 13, then, represents every form of worldly government that 
has existed between the first and second coming of Christ, all of whom persecute the church.  It 
represents all the successive antiChristian governments and nations of this age.  So the 
appearance of this beast tells us clearly what he represents.  He represents the dominion and rule 
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and power and strength of all the blasphemous kingdoms of this age that persecute Christians 
between the first and second coming of Christ.   

I’ll repeat that slowly.  This beast represents the dominion and rule (that’s the heads), and power 
and strength (that’s the horns), of all the blasphemous kingdoms of this age (you remember those 
horns are all crowned), that persecute Christians.  These beasts are vicious animals that crush and 
tear and devour and destroy.  These are predatory animals designed to destroy prey.  And who is 
the prey that this composite horrible beast is devouring, but the people of God.   

The point I want to make to you is this—and listen well.  Human governments are not the friends 
of the church.  We need not be surprised that every government that Christians have lived under, 
since the time of Christ to the present moment, have persecuted believers in various ways and to 
various degrees.   

Human governments are driven by Satan to blaspheme God and to persecute the church.  That is 
the way it always has been, and that is the way it always will be until Christ’s own government is 
established upon the earth at His second coming.  This is why we do not look for Christian 
utopias to arise out of human governments.  This is why we have wicked rulers and wicked 
judges and wicked lawmakers and wicked presidents.   

Remember this sobering truth, people: When you go to work for the government, you go to work 
for the beast.  Beware, lest you become an agent to enforce his blasphemy.  When working for 
the government, if you cannot be a minister of God for good, to do good as God would have you 
to do, then get out of government employment.  As the government becomes increasingly evil, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to work for the government and not be involved in the evil of that 
government yourself.  Thus, the appearance of the beast.   

In the second place, let’s consider together the power of the beast.  This is in verse 2b to verse 3.  
Notice verse 2b says: “and the dragon gave him,” that is, the beast—all human governments that 
have existed between the first and second coming of Christ—“and the dragon gave him his 
power, and his seat, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.” 

Now here in verse 2b and 3, we are told where it is that civil governments derive their ability and 
power from, that enables them to accomplish the enormous evil that they do against other nations 
and their own people in general, and against Christians and the church in particular.  Have you 
ever wondered why governments engage in the wars and the destruction that they do?  Have you 
ever wondered why governments oppress and plunder and destroy their own citizens—present 
day example, Venezuela?  Have you ever wondered why governments attack the Christians 
among them, who are their most peaceful and productive and harmless citizens?  Well it is 
because the dragon is driving them to do so; the dragon is empowering them to do so; and the 
dragon is enabling them to do so.   
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The point that’s being made in verse 2b is that Satan energizes the civil governments of this 
earth.  The power and the position and the authority of civil governments is given to them by 
Satan, and from those governments the four horsemen ride, bringing conquest and war and 
famine and death and martyrdom of Christians—the first five seals of Revelation chapter 6. 

Satan comes, you recall Jesus said in John chapter 10, for to kill and to steal and to destroy.  And 
this work of killing and stealing and destroying is primarily done on this earth in this age through 
civil governments.  People are all worried about citizens having guns because they might kill 
some other citizens.  You should be far more worried about the government having guns, because 
the government has killed infinitely more people in its wars and by its policies than criminals 
ever thought about killing on the streets.  The great danger to world peace and to the lives of 
humanity is not somebody shooting somebody else on the street, it’s government waging wars 
and slaughtering millions.   

If, as Revelation 11:15 says, “The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of His Christ,” then clearly, they are not now the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, but 
instead, they are representatives of Satan and his kingdom.  Verse 3 is clear.  The governments of 
the earth get their power, their position, their seat, and their great authority, from the dragon.   

Notice verse 3.  It says, “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly 
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”  Now what’s on the head of this 
beast?  What’s on every one of the heads of this beast?  It’s blasphemy, right?  And so when it 
says that one of these heads is wounded, what was wounded?  What was wounded was the 
blasphemous behavior of that head.   

So it is not that the kingdoms of this age are always and only strong against the church.  From 
time to time, the ability of a nation to persecute Christians may be severely curtailed and limited, 
even to the point where it seems that persecution against Christians will never return again in that 
nation.  It seems like the nation is saying, We’re going to follow God and we’re going to support 
Christianity, and we’re not going to persecute the Christians anymore.   

It may seem that a nation has had its determination to persecute Christians put to death for good.  
But amazingly, it always eventually revives its strength and recovers its zeal to start persecuting 
the church once again.  Blasphemy may be quieted for a while, but it always rises back up and 
reasserts itself.  The evil of civil governments persecuting the church is never dead, even though 
it may be dormant for a little while.  Governments always recover their zeal for persecuting the 
church.   

For example, in our present day, the Russian federation, the USSR severely persecuted the 
church for 70 years, and then in 1991, the Soviet Union fell apart.  You recall it was dismantled.  
The nations were sent their separate ways.  Gorbachev resigned, and Yeltsin became the 
President of Russia itself, the country.  Now as a result of this, religious liberty was brought to 
Russia after 70 years of severe persecution against the church.   
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But guess what.  Now in 2016, new antievangelism laws have been passed that are very severe, 
and Russian persecution of Christians is coming back to life.  It was only dormant.  It wasn’t 
eradicated.  It never is.  And that’s just an example of what’s been happening for the last 2,000 
years.  The power of the beast is always present, it is always operating, because its power comes 
from Satan.  And while Satan’s persecuting power working through the beast may be curtailed by 
God for a little while, it always revives and reasserts itself again.   

This practice of persecuting Christians is the dominant practice of the kingdoms of the world, 
with occasional periods of dormancy in that persecution, only to flare up again with renewed 
strength and vigor to persecute the church with just as much zeal as it previously exercised.  
We’ve had a little period of dormancy of persecution of Christians in America, but now 
government persecution of Christians is rising and it’s becoming rampant, to the point that 
government is forcing Christians to participate in sodomite counterfeit weddings.  It’s forcing 
them to engage in speech that promotes abortion in abortion clinics.  It’s forcing them to fund the 
murder of children.  It’s attempting to silence the voice of the church in the political arena.   

It goes on.  It’s going to get worse.  Blasphemy on the head of the United States of America is 
becoming stronger and stronger, recovering from its apparent death that it had for a while.  Satan 
is tireless and Satan is relentless, and he will not allow his servant the beast to cease or diminish 
its work of persecuting Christians, unless God forces him to do so, which He does from time to 
time so His church may have periods of rest and peace, before engaging in the battle once again.  
So thus, we see the power of the beast.   

Having then seen the appearance of the beast in verses 1 to 2a; having seen the power of the 
beast in verses 2b to 3—that it gets its power from Satan, and even when that power seems 
diminished for a while to persecute Christians, it always comes right back; notice thirdly, the 
worship of the beast.  This is in verse 4.  It says, “And they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is 
able to make war with him?” 

Notice it says in the last phrase of verse 3, “and all the world wondered after the beast.”  The 
world is enamored with the beast.  The world looks upon civil government with admiration, and 
it marvels at its power and its authority and its abilities.  The world follows every detail of what 
the governments of this world do with the most intense interest.  In fact, the world worships the 
power and might and authority of the civil government, and thereby the world worships the Evil 
One who stands behind it, and who gives it its energies and its abilities.   

Now most people would deny that they worship government and its satanic power.  But notice 
the two questions that the world asks as they admire the beast—verse 4b.  “Who is like unto the 
beast? Who is able to make war with him?”  You know what they’re asking?  They’re asking, 
Who can be compared with the beast, and who can overcome the power of the beast?  And their 
answer is, Nobody! 
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In the mind of the world, civil government is the ultimate authority on earth, and civil 
government has the ultimate power on earth.  There is nothing more authoritative and nothing 
more powerful in the universe than civil government, in the mind of the world.  And mark it 
down, whatever your ultimate source of authority is, and whatever you view as the ultimate 
source of power, that is your god.   

By definition, God is the highest source of authority and the highest source of power that there 
is.  And the world looks at civil government and says, There’s no greater authority, and there’s no 
greater power than that of the beast—that of the civil government.  The world sees civil 
government and its satanic power and authority as their god, because to them, there is no higher 
authority and power than their government.   

And why do you think people gravitate towards government and its power the way they do?  And 
as for us Christians?  We want the government just to leave us alone.  We’re not interested in 
running other people’s lives through coercion.  Because mark it down, government is the barrel 
of a gun.  Government is coercion.  There’s a reason why they call it “law enforcement,” because 
they go around forcing people with a gun to do things.  Make no mistake, that’s all government 
is, is the exercise of force upon other people.   

So if the government approves of something, by definition that makes it right in their minds.  If 
the government disapproves of it, that makes it wrong in the mind of the world.  Like a god, 
government defines morality.  Government determines right and wrong.  Government determines 
good and evil.  Government determines truth and lies.  And government’s determination of those 
things is accepted as the final authority, and government has the power to enforce those things 
with the ultimate strength that exists on the earth.  I mean, they’ve got nuclear weapons as the 
final barrel of their gun, don’t they?  Who is able to make war against that?   

And so in the world’s mind, if the government says something is legal, then it is by definition 
moral.  And if the government says something is illegal, then by definition, it is immoral.  End of 
story.  Government is god.  And if government is worshiped as god, then by extension, the evil 
dragon who empowers it is worshiped as well.  When you look to government as your ultimate 
source of authority and as the ultimate expression of power, you are an idolater and you are a 
worshiper of Satan.  That’s what verse 4 says.   

That brings us to our fourth point.  Having seen the appearance of the beast, the power of the 
beast, the worship of the beast, now notice fourthly, the blasphemy of the beast.  The blasphemy 
of the beast is in verses 5 and 6.  “5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.”  That should 
be a giant clue to you about what this beast is and how long it operates—forty two months.  
“6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” 
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Civil governments see themselves as the supreme power on earth, and civil governments are 
filled with the conceit that they are the ultimate authority on all matters.  And if there is any 
suggestion that someone else is a rival to the power of civil authority, or that someone else is 
superior in authority over the civil government, the civil government then begins to attack that 
idea with ridicule and with mockery and with insults.   

The government comes along and says, Transgenderism is fine.  Homosexuality is fine.  
Abortion is fine.  Evolution is how we all got here.  And when you start to speak against that, 
you are just inundated with ridicule and mockery and insults from the government, its agents, 
and its worshipers.  By ridiculing the God of the Bible, by mocking His claims, by scorning the 
idea of His existence, by slandering His character, by reviling those who worship Him, civil 
governments of this world try to make it seem ridiculous to even think about being a Christian, 
or to believe what the Bible says about God and His promises.   

Civil government presents Christianity and its beliefs as evil and foolish and contrary to the 
peace and unity of the nation.  Civil governments do their best to turn the popular opinion against 
Christians and against their God, and to try to stigmatize them as being stupid, at best, and as 
enemies of the state, at worst.  We see this all the time in Islamic countries, don’t we, where 
Christians are arrested and charged with undermining the state by their activities.  Governments 
demand that the citizenry have ultimate respect for it, and insist that they have no respect for the 
God of the Bible and those who worship Him.   

Civil authorities have always engaged in a program of blasphemy against God and against His 
church and against His people.  That has been going on since Caesar demanded that the 
Christians burn incense to him and say, Caesar is lord.  And if they didn’t, they were cast to the 
lions. Such blasphemy and persecution extends clear to this very day.  When Christians try to 
meet and have church, the world laughs and mocks and ridicules, and government agents come 
in, arrest and imprison and kill.  So civil authorities have always engaged in a program of 
blasphemy against God and against His church and against His people, and how long will this 
satanically driven government rule of the nations of the earth last?  Well, verse 5 says it’ll last 
forty two months.   

Now we have already explored in detail the meaning of this symbolic time figure.  We have seen 
that the three and a half years; the time, times and half a time; the twelve hundred and sixty days; 
and the forty two months, all are the same time period that refer to the second half of human 
history, the time between the first and the second coming of Jesus.   

Forty two months is the symbolic period of time that represents the entire period between the 
first and second coming of Christ.  All the time between Christ’s ascension and Christ’s second 
coming, there will be a succession of governments and kings, represented by this beast, 
exercising satanic authority and power, and whose rule is marked by blasphemy against God and 
by persecution of Christians.   
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Remember Obama’s sarcastic remark about the “bitter clingers”—those people out there who 
cling to their guns and their religion, who cling to their guns and their Bibles?  Remember the 
mockery?  That is the voice of Satan speaking through the beast—blaspheming God and His 
name and His people.   

Well that brings us to our fifth and final point.  Having seen the appearance of the beast, the 
power of the beast, the worship of the beast, and the blasphemy of the beast, notice fifthly, the 
final manifestation of the beast.  The final manifestation of the beast is in verses 7 to 10.   

Notice verse 7: “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: 
and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon 
the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.  9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 10 He that leadeth into 
captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. 
Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” 

Now then, this long succession of satanically empowered and satanically inspired governments, 
which stretches from the ascension of Christ to the second coming of Christ, will be concluded 
by the most evil civil government of them all, and that is the civil government of the Antichrist, 
the man of sin, which is spoken of in Second Thessalonians 2 and verses 3 to 10.   

The very last manifestation of this beast out of the sea is the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit, which you remember we looked at previously in Revelation 11 and verse 7, who 
we identified as the Antichrist when we preached on that passage.  So this final beast is the one 
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called “god” or that is worshiped, so that he as 
god, sits in the temple of God, showing himself that he is god. 

Now I want you to notice verse 7 of our passage.  Revelation 13:7: “And it was given unto him,” 
that is, to this final beast, “to make war with the saints,”—here it is—“and to overcome them.”  
So he’s going to win.  He’s going to defeat the church.  “And power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”  So here this final beast, this last kingdom that appears on 
the face of the earth before the second coming of Jesus, is going to triumph over the church and 
is going to have a one-world government of transnational cooperation in the persecution of the 
church.  

Now look at Revelation 13:7—“And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”  When 
you turn back to Revelation 11 and verse 7, it says, “And when they,” that is, the two witnesses, 
“shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them,” that is, against the church, “and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And 
their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 
nations”—there’s Antichrist’s coalition—“shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and 
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shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall 
rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two 
prophets,” that is, the church, which “tormented them that dwelt on the earth,” is now dead.   

So what is described in Revelation 11 in verses 7 to 10 is summarized in Revelation 13 and 
verse 7.  Here is the final beast in Revelation 13:7—the beast out of the bottomless pit, with his 
transnational coalition of all kindreds and tongues and nations, over which he rules.  Now notice 
verse 8 of Revelation 13.  “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him”—that’s what he 
requires, right, in Second Thessalonians 2, verses 3 and following—“whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”   

You see, this final beast that arises after this long succession of beasts sets himself up as God in 
the temple of God, and demands and receives the worship of the whole earth, with the exception 
of one group, and that is God’s elect—those whose names are written in the Book of Life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  This is the sole group that will not say, Caesar is 
Lord.  The Antichrist will not tolerate a group of people who will not worship him and his civil 
government as being God on earth.   

Christians will refuse to worship the Antichrist, just like Christians throughout the ages have 
refused to worship any emperor or any nation that claimed divinity, or that lived in defiance 
against God and His laws, which is every single nation, without exception.  That’s why 
Christians are not ultimately loyal to the kingdoms of this world, because our citizenship is in 
heaven.  From the first century to this day, Christians have steadfastly refused to say, Caesar is 
Lord, and they will continue to refuse to do so to the Antichrist himself at the end of this age.   

The Antichrist will therefore mobilize the whole world in a united persecution of all the 
Christians across the globe, with the result that the visible and public witness of the church will 
be silenced, and all but a small remnant of believers will be slaughtered.  And did not Christ 
return in time, there would be no Christians saved alive, but for the sake of the elect, Christ will 
return in time, and that small remnant will be saved, physically, from Antichrist’s efforts to 
totally eradicate the church from the earth.   

Now John closes this section with a word of comfort, in verses 9 and 10.  In verse 9, he says, “If 
any man have an ear, let him hear.”  In other words, Listen up, people—I’m going to tell you 
something really important.  He’s just given us a ton of bad news.  We have had eight verses of 
horrible news.  The only tiny piece of light in all that news is that from time to time, the 
blasphemy of nations against Christ and Christians will be temporarily subdued for a little while, 
but then it’s going to come roaring back.  The only bright piece is that we’re going to have little 
periods in history of freedom from government persecution and blasphemy against Christians, 
but the bad news is, it isn’t going to last.  It always come back from apparent death.   

So he says in verse 9, I’m going to give you some comfort.  Now listen up.  Here’s the comfort, 
verse 10: “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword 
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must be killed with the sword. Here,” out this understanding, arises “the patience and the faith of 
the saints.”   

What he’s saying is that these beast governments that lead you into captivity, that is, imprison 
you in jails—they will be led captive into the prison of hell for all eternity.  They put you in 
prison?  God’s going to put them in prison.  These beastlike governments that kill you with the 
sword will themselves be killed with the sword.  They came along and slaughtered you?  God is 
going to slaughter them with the sword of His mouth.  Revelation 19 says when Jesus returns on 
the horse, and a sharp sword comes out of his mouth, that is, He will destroy them with His 
word.   

And, people, this is why you can be patient under the persecution of civil governments, and this 
is why this persecution should not weaken your faith or destroy your faith.  These governments 
that assume Godlike authority and exercise persecuting power will themselves be destroyed by 
God, and all who carried out their wickedness will be cast into hell. 

And I want to say again, if you work for the beast, or you’re going to go to work for the beast, 
beware, lest you become an instrument of the beast.  I know that Christians can work in civil 
government and serve God there.  Thank God for all those who do.  And I would encourage that.  
But understand, some day the beast may very well ask you to stop serving God and start 
blaspheming Him by your actions.  If you’re a police officer and the government tells you to go 
arrest Christians at a church, for having church—are you going to serve the beast?  Or are you 
going to turn on the beast and say, I will not be an instrument of your satanic policies, nor will I 
be an instrument to exercise your satanic power in blaspheming either the people of God, the 
Church of God, or the truth of God.   

So the government passes laws, and here’s a judge who now has to perform counterfeit sodomite 
weddings, contrary to God’s law.  He’s a civil judge, right?  Gay couple comes in: We want you 
to perform our wedding.  Is he going to serve the beast, or is he going to resign his position?  
That’s what those who serve in the civil government have to face all the time.  And recognize, it 
is better to give up your job and your career in civil government than become an agent of the 
blasphemy of the beast in the persecution of Christians and in the violation of God’s law and 
word and truth. 

When we see the power of the beast, and we see the authority that it has to stick its hands into 
every area of our life, to persecute us and imprison us and kill us, don’t lose your patience and 
don’t lose your faith.  Justice will be done in the end, and you will be vindicated and rewarded 
for your loyalty to Christ, even in the face of the worst kind of government oppression.  Your 
oppressors will reap what they have sown, and you will see them receive what they have done to 
you.   

So this is why we do not confuse America with the kingdom of God.  America is part of the 
sevenheaded beast, empowered by Satan, and thankfully has had a wounded head and the 

!  13



blasphemy has been suppressed.  But now it’s coming out in full force.  We have to be patient 
under the devolution of our nation, the healing of the wound to its blasphemy.  And now the 
blasphemy is going to come back to life and function in full force, and you’re going to live under 
it.  You’re going to suffer from it, and you’re going to be imprisoned and killed with the sword.  
But you’re not going to lose your patience, and you’re not going to lose your faith, waiting on 
God and trusting in God, that He will deal with your persecutors as they have dealt with you.   

So don’t have any delusions about the wonderfulness of human government.  Civil government 
is supposed to serve God, but the vast majority of the time it serves Satan.  He is the god of the 
beast.  So don’t put your trust in politicians, and say, Well if this guy gets elected, then 
everything’s going to be okay.  It is not, because Satan is bigger than any one or ten elected 
officials, and he runs the beast.   

Sometimes Christians can get into a position in civil government and undermine the work of the 
beast.  Good for them.  But, oh, be careful, because if you stand up for Christ in government 
service, especially in this day and age, the government will turn on you.  Maybe you can find a 
place where you can escape that, and if so, well and good.  But beware.  Be alert.  Be forewarned 
that it’s a dangerous thing to work for the beast.  Shall we pray. 

Father, thank you so much for this warning and this understanding of the succession of 
satanically empowered governments that are going to come with their authority and with their 
power and with their rule to blaspheme Christ, His church, and His people.  Father, help us to 
fight the good fight of faith, and help us never to fall into the idolatry of trust and confidence in 
civil authority.  Help us to always remember what is fundamentally behind it, and thus 
understand why it behaves the way it does. 

We read the newspapers, Father, and we see the horrible things the government does, and we 
think, What are they thinking?  Surely they know that’s going to be destructive.  Well, that’s 
exactly the point.  They intend for destruction to occur, because they’re driven by the one who 
came to steal and to kill and to destroy.  And so, Father, may we not be surprised.  May we just 
understand and have the wisdom to understand the times in which we live and why things occur 
the way in which they do.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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