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Exodus|Liberation and the Mission of God 

Song by the Sea 
 

10.25.15 
 

Exodus 14.30-15.22 
 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used 

against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His 

servant Moses. 

 

Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, "I will sing to the LORD, 

for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 2 "The LORD is my 

strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; My 

father's God, and I will extol Him. 3 "The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name. 4 "Pharaoh's 

chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; And the choicest of his officers are drowned in the 

Red Sea. 5 "The deeps cover them; They went down into the depths like a stone. 6 "Your right 

hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 7 "And in the 

greatness of Your excellence You overthrow those who rise up against You; You send forth Your 

burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff. 8 "At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were 

piled up, The flowing waters stood up like a heap; The deeps were congealed in the heart of the 

sea. 9 "The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be 

gratified against them; I will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.' 10 "You blew with 

Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 11 "Who is like You 

among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working 

wonders? 12 "You stretched out Your right hand, The earth swallowed them. 13 "In Your 

lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have 

guided them to Your holy habitation. 14 "The peoples have heard, they tremble; Anguish has 

gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. 15 "Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of 

Moab, trembling grips them; All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 16 "Terror and 

dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Your arm they are motionless as stone; Until Your 

people pass over, O LORD, Until the people pass over whom You have purchased. 17 "You will 

bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, The place, O LORD, which You 

have made for Your dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established. 18 "The 

LORD shall reign forever and ever." 19 For the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his 

horsemen went into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea on them, but the 

sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea. 20 Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's 

sister, took the timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with 

dancing. 21 Miriam answered them, "Sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and his 

rider He has hurled into the sea." 
 

 
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and 

they went three days in the wilderness and found no water.   
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Last week we started a series on the second book of the Bible, the Book of Exodus. We’re 

returning to a series we interrupted in November 2014. And we hope to finish the book THIS 

year leading into the Season of Advent and Christmas. 

 

Last week, we saw that the Exodus is the great salvation event for the Jewish Church… It’s 

celebrated in poetry, in the Psalms (and we looked at Psalm 106, last week) and is 

referenced in the Prophets. It’s a story that defines salvation and God’s people are meant to 

remember it at every turn in their national life and spiritual practice. It is sometimes an 

occasion for lament (as was the case in Psalm 106 – “We AND our fathers have sinned”) and 

also, a cause for celebration, as we’ll see today. 

 

Today’s episode IS the actual Exodus. The plagues are past and the devastating final plague 

of the firstborn is past and the people are freed from the centuries of slavery. They go into 

the desert to worship the God of their Fathers and…then…their captors have second 

thoughts and come after them. 

 

And what happens next is perhaps the best-known event in the whole Hebrew Bible – the 

famous crossing of the Red Sea (or Reed Sea). AND…looking at this archetype event and the 

celebration that follows we are ONCE AGAIN clued in to WHAT makes the Gospel, the 

Bible’s basic message…what makes it unique – not only different from secularism and 

unbelief but also from religion. We’ll begin to see some unexpected elements in the story 

helping us to see how GRACE really functions and differs from morality and self-help and 

skepticism and every other human program – a totally distinct way of life. 

 

Let’s look at this event: 1) The Merciful Impasse 2) the Mysterious Confluence and 3) The 

Musical Response 

 

We’re actually looking at three whole chapters today even though we only read the 

summary of the events in this Song by the Sea. 

 

Moses and the Israelites are free…and they take the bones of Joseph (as Joseph had 

requested centuries before this) to bury him in the Land of Promise…and THIS, of course, 

connects Genesis to Exodus and reminds us that God has been orchestrating this rescue…for 

hundreds of years… 

 

Pharaoh has been a very stubborn slave-master and even after the final plague when he has 

surrendered and waved the white flag … now, he’s having that “what have I done?” 
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moment. And God is now going to fully cooperate with Pharaoh and not only give him what 

he wants but even help him get it. 

 

C.S. Lewis said, “In the end there are only two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy 

will be done’ and those to whom God says, ‘THY will be done.’” And this unnamed Pharaoh 

is in the second category. The Lord hardened his heart and said, “Thy will be done.” 

 

And they are given directions…mercifully…avoiding the hostile inhabitants who might fight 

against them (it says that God didn’t want them to be discouraged so soon out of the 

gate)…and they go the long way. To the Pharaoh’s scouts it will look they’re already 

lost…and yet they’re NOT lost…the Pillar of God’s presence is leading them…It lights up at 

night and is an observable cloud during the day…at some points it’s called “the angel of 

God”. It protects them and leads them and stands between them and their pursuers. 

 

And this Angel or Messenger of the Lord leads them the long way…and drops them off at 

the sea (it could be the Red Sea…or maybe the Reed Sea (scholars differ)…and there they 

are…sitting ducks…and the bad-guys are hot on their tail! 

 

Israel is scared…Israel has nowhere to run…Israel is trapped…and it’s all because God has 

led them to this very place…an impasse, a dead-end. I got this phrase, Merciful Impasse 

from an Episcopal minister, Paul Zahl, a title he gave to a series on the Sermon on the 

Mount. That sermon puts us all in a dead-end where we see that we don’t have what God 

requires. And IF, from that impasse, we call out to God in faith, we find mercy. It’s a strategy 

God often uses in the Exodus. 

 

And Moses cries out to God…and oddly God says, “Don’t pray…WALK!...Lift up your staff 

and stretch out your hand and I will make a way where there IS no way…I will divide the 

waters (as I did at Creation) and it will be a New Creation…and I will save you from the 

chaos.” 

 

And Moses…stretched out his hand over the sea… and a wind blew… and the waters 

divided… like a wall… and the sons of Israel passed through but the Egyptians… who had 

once thrown all those Israelite babies to drown in the Nile…now they would drown in the 

sea… They saw that Israel’s God is real… and is powerful over all of nature…and fights for His 

people. 

 

And the Lord told Moses again, “stretch out your hand and the sea covered the slave-

masters…” and the impasse…turned out to be justice for the enemies and mercy for the 

Israelites…the merciful impasse. 
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It was God showing His people that IF they had no means of escape…if they had no 

provisions…if they had no job…no house… no money…no health… if they HAD NOTHING BUT 

HIM… then they had all they could ever need or want. He would fight for them…and if God 

was for them…who could be against them. He established it from the start and did so in the 

stark reality of impending death. He made it utterly clear that when they were weakest, He 

would be strong… Even Justin Bieber knows it: 

It’s a common misperception of Christians, that you’re being weak because you can’t 

handle it. None of us can handle this world, dude! It’s eating us alive. But, man, I don’t 

wanna have to do it on my own.” 

 

I don’t know where Justin Bieber is, spiritually, but he does know that…to be in a place 

where you see that YOU CAN’T HANDLE it…and to trust God in that place… that’s the 

merciful impasse. It’s not weakness…it’s grace…and it’s where we see the salvation of God. 

 

And you know, (Dude!)… you may have found yourself at just such an impasse…I know I 

have. But I can say this…we all…every one of us…will eventually come to it. When you find 

yourself…floating above your hospital bed…and oddly looking down…as the EKG monitor 

goes “flat-line” and then in that moment…which may feel like the worst moment in your 

life…you may have a sense that everything is being taken away from you…your car… your 

house… your beautiful wife…your kids and job…AND all your excuses… and you may (I don’t 

know how it’ll feel… not exactly…at least not for you…) BUT YOU MAY FEEL like you are 

coming up for a review. 

 

Do you know what I mean? You may feel like you are about to be asked to answer for your 

life… like you will face… judgment …and all the tapes…your behavior…your secrets…your 

deeds, words (oh! All those careless words…and even what you failed to say) YOUR 

ACTIONS, your words and even your thoughts (Oh! If people could know your thoughts even 

right now! How frightful…dude!)… and will that moment…that floating moment…that 

stripped down to NOTHING moment… that unavoidable impasse… WILL IT BE A MERCIFUL 

IMPASSE FOR YOU? 

 

Here at the sea (so much happens by the water in Genesis and Exodus…have you 

noticed?)… where some received justice and some received mercy…there’s a mysterious 

confluence…a flowing together of things that don’t seem to go together. Mercy and Justice. 

Natural Phenomena (like a strong wind blowing back the waters) and Divine causation (God 

dividing the waters as He had at Creation).  A man seems to make the miracle happen – 

“Moses stretches out his hand…and lifts up his staff…” and yet…it’s really not Moses…or the 

wind…it’s God…God who uses both Moses and the wind…seems either/or …but 

mysteriously…it’s both/and. 
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There’s a pillar…cloud and fire…but it’s somehow a manifestation of the Divine Presence…a 

Messenger or embodiment or personification of God… it says in the song that follows that 

“(God) stretched out His right hand..” but it was Moses’ hand they saw…or was it God’s 

hand…was it an angel or the Presence of God Himself…either/or OR both/and?… and… 

 

And it all reminds us …and meant to prepare us for that later moment…that terrible 

confluence… the great impasse of all history when it would be the very embodiment of God 

Himself…the Angel of the LORD…the Divine Presence, manifest NOT in a Pillar but in a 

Person…not simply Moses the Mediator stretching out His wooden staff and his hand…but 

God Himself…ON a wooden staff…stretching out His own hands…at the ultimate impasse… 

the great confluence of judgment for Him and mercy for us… when God, in Jesus 

Christ…takes MY judgment so that I can have mercy. 

 

He is thrown into the sea of Justice…and the sea goes calm…smooth as glass… (that’s how 

it’s pictured in the Book of Revelation) where the people of God…recipients of mercy…are 

gathered to sing the Song of Moses and the Lamb… Moses the Law-Giver and the Lamb, 

Jesus Christ the Law-Keeper… He, by His obedient life and sacrificial death, He calms the 

raging sea…and makes it tranquil like glass. 

 

I remember I first met Him…in a hospital room…I was facing a terrible physical trauma…but 

the real trauma…was the fear of death and judgment…and I found it – because of Jesus 

Christ – the better Moses, the Angel of the Lord, the embodiment of the Divine Presence, 

the confluence/meeting of justice and mercy …I found that hospital room to be…the 

merciful impasse. 

 

The thing is…you my think that losing your job…or a loved one…or losing your health … or 

being stripped of your title…or your house or car…something that’s really hard to think 

about … YOU MAY THINK, that if this happens, it’s the worst thing that could ever happen 

and that YOU NEED GOD to save your job… save this relationship…make you happy… 

 

BUT this thing, you so much dread… if you have that thing and yet forfeit your very 

soul…and yet if you lose that thing…and in fact, if you lose all your things but you gain 

GOD… then you have it all. Your loss turns out to be that mysterious confluence that brings 

you to the merciful impasse… 

 

And conversely…if things all go smoothly now…if you are able to manage life so deftly and if 

your GPS always takes you on the most direct route…with no traffic…no static…a bridge or 

ferry waiting …but in the end…after…a tranquil and safe life…but in the end you find 

yourself floating above that hospital bed UNAQUAINTED with Jesus Christ…then you have 
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lost it all… “What does it profit a man,” said Jesus Christ, “if he gains the whole world and 

forfeits His very soul.” 

 

The great salvation event in the Hebrew Bible can not be complete until it is celebrated… It 

ends with a song, “The Song of Moses” and all the Israelites sing and then Miriam and the 

women sing the refrain (and dance!)… And THAT happens…happened to me (and still IS 

happening) and it happens to everyone who comes to some impasse…and at this dead-end, 

may indeed lose his job…her boyfriend…her health… her looks…their home…but in the time 

of loss he finds the One who stretched out His Hands in Mercy for the guilty…everyone who 

comes to the Merciful Impasse and finds Jesus Christ…becomes a singer. 

 

I’m not saying you’ll be a good singer, but that you’ll be moved to rejoice and sing of the 

Greater Exodus. You’ll find yourself singing Gospel songs about the mighty acts of God and 

that mightiest of all, when God became a Man, and lived the life I failed to live, died the 

death I deserved to die…was drowned in my guilt and rose from the dead to say, “YOU are 

now clothed with MY record…as I have taken YOURS… God, My Father is now YOUR 

Father…stand in awe… believe…sing… become what He has destined you to be!” 

 

It’s why we talk about and SING about the Gospel around here (at St. Andrews)…and when 

YOU get this…when some great life difficulty…or maybe a slow and quiet realization leads 

you to Jesus Christ, and you say with Moses, “"The LORD is my strength and song, And He 

has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him…” – a musical response. 

 

Well, you will…praise Him. Your prayers will no longer be exclusively dominated by cries for 

help… There will also be this strong desire to celebrate. You’ll begin to rest in the assurance 

that you have been given a gift that can never be lost… that even if everything else 

fails…you are richer than a multi-billionaire… 

 

Death, the final enemy has been cast down and when YOU are ushered into the Victory of 

Jesus Christ and know that He is the Warrior that has fought for you…you have to sing…and 

maybe even dance…and worship becomes not simply an obligation but a passion and a 

delight! 

 


