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John 3:1-36

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved.” John 3:17

This fourth message on the Bible’s teaching regarding hell focuses upon an oft’ repeated 
objection. It is not unusual to hear one deny hell by stating something to this effect: “God would 
not send a person to a flaming hell.” 

Sometimes this objection is expressed as raw unbelief. Other times it exposes the vain desire for 
a god who thinks like man. With many, it is attributable to mere emotion and sentimentality—
something of a “do-gooder” mentality—that is actually saying, “I wouldn’t do that, so neither 
would God.” Still others speak thus because they want it to be so, it is wishful thinking; they will 
be damned if it is not true.

This mode of thinking ignores several pertinent facts. The Old Testament teaches the existence of 
hell (Num. 16:30-35; Psa. 1:4-5; 5:4-6; 9:17; 11:4-6; 86:13). Old Testament examples of 
judgment (the flood, Gen. 6; Sodom & Gomorrah, Gen. 19; Korah, Num. 16) clearly show God’s 
willingness and power to bring unfathomable judgment. New Testament writers taught the 
doctrine of everlasting judgment (II Peter 2:4-6; Jude 3-7; Rev. 20:10-15). 

But it was Jesus Christ, Who more than any other, warned of coming judgment and everlasting 
hell (Matt. 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5). Thus, those who 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ believe also in the doctrine of hell which He taught. They do not 
dismiss this truth with the response, “God wouldn’t do that.” For this reason the doctrine has 
been taught throughout the history of Christianity, and only recently in that history has it been 
brought into question.

Denials of the hell, regardless of the form they take, all share this quality: they do not take into 
account the absolute holiness of God, His omnipotence nor His justice. Absolute holiness teamed 
with omnipotence necessitates the judgment of every sin. It cannot be otherwise. This is not 
simply the result of God’s hatred of sin; it is the inescapable consequence of omnipotence and 
holiness, which when combined will by their nature judge all evil.

Whereas the charge that God would not send men to hell is made incorrectly, it has a thread of 
truth in it. Indeed, God is not to be blamed for condemning men to hell. The fault lies entirely 
with the sinner. No one will be damned by divine caprice, but by his own sin. Anyone 
condemned to hell will suffer as a result of his own action, not that of any other.

What must be our response to the objection, “God would not do that?” First, recognize 
God’s true thought toward the sinner:

“Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he 



should return from his ways, and live?” “For I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye” (Ezek. 18:23, 32).

“Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezek. 33:11). 

Second, recognize what God has done for mankind to keep men from damnation. 
“Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:15-17). 
“When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, 
but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mark 
2:17). 
“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where 
to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:30, 31).

Third, recognize that every damned soul will have only himself to blame for his 
condemnation.

“He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to becomes the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 
1:10-12).
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:17-19).
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36).
“And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:40).


