
“Who Against Hope Believed in Hope”
Romans 4:18

We have a God who can make the dead live and tell the future.  So we are told in Romans 4:17 – “God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”  These stunning 
truths about God are illustrated in that same verse, for we read that God said to Abraham: “I have made 
thee a father of many nations.”  God said these words to a man who along with his wife was “as good 
as dead” as far as ability to procreate (See Heb. 11:12.), and God said it before He did it with such 
certainty as to put in past tense as historical fact!  He said “I have made thee a father of many nations.”  
God made “dead” Abraham live and told him his future.  Two questions present themselves to us:

I. Do we believe that God can make the dead live?

     A. Jesus does, and attributes to Himself that same capability on par with the Father.

“For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom  
  he will.” (John 5:21)

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the  
  voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” (John 5:25)

     B. Dead Christians shall be raised to life in a pattern following what was done for Jesus.

“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
  from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

    (Rom. 8:11)

     C. Indeed, not only is God able to make dead human bodies to live, Jesus said, 

“I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” (Matt. 3:9)

            (And why not?  He made Adam out of dust!  He made Eve out of bone!)

     D. Let's review some Scriptural testimonies of the physically dead raised to life:

1. The Widow of Zarephath's son – I Kings 17:17-24

2. The Shunammite woman's son – II Kings 4:32-37

3. Man whose corpse touched the bones of Elisha – II Kings 13:21

4. Jairus' daughter – Luke 8:41-42, 49-56

5. Son of widow of Nain – Luke 7:11-16

6. Lazarus – John 11:14-45

7. Dorcas – Acts 9:36-42

8. Eutychus Acts 20:7-13

9. Bodies of saints at time of Christ's death – Matt. 27:50-54

          10. Bodies of all lost humanity – Rev. 20:11-13



     E. The Lord also has the power to give life to the spiritually dead.

“As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
  hast given him.” (John 17:2)

 (See also Eph. 2:1-5.)

     F. We began by asking whether we believed God could make the dead live.  See the importance of  
         that question as it is asked in Ezekiel 37:3 and linked to God's power to raise a nation to life.

II. Now the second question: Do we believe that God can tell the future?

     A. The Bible has scores of perfectly fulfilled prophesies, starting right after the Fall with Gen. 3:15.

     B. The Bible also provides more immediate foretelling of the future to individuals:

1. Peter – John 21:18-19

2. Disciples – Mark 11:1-6

3. King Saul – I Sam. 10:1ff

4. Cornelius – Acts 10:1-8, 30-33

III. Our Need: Full Persuasion

     A. Let's return to our text in Romans 4:17-18.  Abraham hoped against hope.  Why?  Was he just by  
          nature a high risk taker?

1. Risk was not the issue.  We are told Abraham was fully persuaded.   Persuasion occurs as one 
    considers a proposition, weighs the factors involved, and comes to a conclusion.  

2. What were the factors here?  The capability and character of God.  See again Rom. 4:21.   
    Abraham was fully persuaded that God was ABLE to perform what He PROMISED.  

3. Abraham gave “glory to God” (:20) by conceding what was true about God was indeed true  
    and acting accordingly.  That's all.  

     B. You see, it's partial persuasion that will wreck you.  

     1. King Asa, for example, was not fully persuaded that God was able to perform what He  
    promised.  He is rebuked in II Chron. 16:9.  That verse tells us God diligently looks for  
    people whose hearts are perfect toward Him, in full persuasion of His ability and integrity.

     C. God desires us to comprehend His uniqueness and utter sufficiency to meet our needs.  
          He often does this by displaying His strength through our weakness.  See for example:

1. Moses – Ex. 4:10-11 – God's chosen spokesman has a speech impediment.

2. Gideon – Judges 6:15; 7:2ff – God reduces the army so He gets the glory for the victory.



3. King Saul – I Sam. 9:21 – God selects a leader with little self confidence.  

4. Jeremiah – Jer. 1:6-8 – God calls a young and timid man to do a bold work.

5. David – I Sam. 16:11 – God ordains the youngest male in the wrong blood line to be king.

6. Peter – Acts 4:13 – God selects an unlearned man to be an instructor of doctrine.

7. Paul – II Cor. 10:10, 12:7-10 – God elects an unbecoming man as a public face.

8. Most of us – See I Cor. 1:27ff. 

IV. Conclusion

     A. We must each apply Abraham's questions to ourselves:

1. Do I believe that God can make the dead live?

2. Do I believe that God can tell the future?

3. Am I FULLY persuaded?  

     B. For only an omnipotent God who dwells in eternity could do such things.  And if we believe that, 
          then we must believe the whole package of who such a God must be.   

     C. And if we do that, then we also will not stagger at the promises of God, though they be as 
         unprecedented or unnatural as old barren people giving birth.

     D. Abide in hope, friend.  Stand secure in confident expectation of all promised good.  Like   
          Abraham, against hope believe in hope.

DISCUSSION

1. In the Scripture accounts cited in our lesson, what was the impact on people who observed people 
    raised from the dead?  How should/does this phenomenon impact you?



2. Explain the impact that the foretelling of Saul's immediate future should have had on him.  Why do 
    you think it did not?  (Read I Samuel 10:1ff.)

3. Explain what Paul is saying in II Corinthians 12:7-10, where he concludes, “When I am weak, then 
    am I strong.”  Have you experienced this truth in your life?  If so, testify.

4. Comment on II Chronicles 16:9.  Personalize it.  That is, is your heart perfect toward Him – that is, 
     is it fully persuaded of His capability and character?  If not, how do you go about becoming that 
     kind of person for whom He is looking?  How do you imagine that He might show Himself strong 
     on your behalf?  


