
1 Jn. 2:18-24 (WCF 25:6)  “Christ Versus Antichrist”

For the Children: People today like to be “anti” (“against”) all sorts of things – anti-whaling, anti-mining, anti-
smoking, and so on.  Sadly, many are “anti-Christian.”  To be against God’s people, is to be against God – Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  Behind that, lies the devil.  He hates God and encourages sinners to be anti-Christ.  Sometimes the 
worst ones come out of the church!  John warns that there will be many such people until the Lord returns.  But 
meanwhile, His people will remain in Him and stick to the Truth of God’s Word.  Questions: Why are there so many 
people around now who are against the Christian faith?   Describe an antichrist.  What should we be doing to guard 
against antichrists?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Who Is the Antichrist?
• An Age of Opposition: V. 18 does not have the word “the” in front of “antichrist” or “antichrists.”  This implies 

an emphasis on the fact of ongoing opposition to Christ, rather than the rising of a particular individual, the 
great Antichrist.  Opposition and antichrists are already here.  It characterizes this age

• Singular and Plural: John uses “antichrist” and “antichrists” almost interchangeably.  See also 1 Jn. 4;3 and 2 
Jn:7.  This suggests that Satan is the great antichrist, whose spirit motivates the many individual instances of 
opposition to Christ – an antichrist embodied in many instances

• The Last Hour: The “last hour” does not mean the time just before the end.  John says it has already arrived - 
like the “last days” (Acts 2:17/Joel 2:28-32; Heb. 1;2) and the “last times” (1 Pet. 1:20; 2 Pet. 3;3; Jude 1;18) 
which all refer to this age before Christ’s return.  These terms remind us that “all things are so completed that 
nothing remains except the final revelation of Christ” (Calvin)

Second Point: What Is the Antichrist Like?
• Anti-Us: Antichrists go out from the church (“us,” used 5 times in v.19), since they are not really of us.  John is 

not talking of “tares” who remain in the church for now, but errorists from within the church who are 
committed to opposing Christ

• Anti-Christ: They are opponents of Christ.  They deny that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God.  They 
deny His divinity, work, and Headship of the church.  Some deny His humanity (2 Jn:7).  They exalt 
themselves instead of the Head (2 Thess. 24).  Some call themselves Messiahs (Mt. 24:23-24).  By denying 
Christ, they also deny the Father

• Anti-Fellowship: Antichrists do not “have” the Father or the Son (v. 23) – they are not in fellowship with God 
or His people

• Anti-Truth: Antichrists are anti-Truth.  They are paramount liars (v. 22).  They seek to dupe believers with their 
lies.  The original WCF viewed the papacy as displaying these characteristics and therefore embodying the 
spirit of antichrist – though we would not see this as the only example

Third Point: Why Does John Tell Us This?
• So We Recognize the Hour: We are told this so we expect the Lord to return – He could do so at any moment; 

and expect fierce opposition.  We respond to this by being alert, using the means of grace, trusting the Lord and 
examining ourselves.  John knows his readers know the Truth.  However, he wants them to learn to discern lies 
more effectively (v. 21)

• So We Confess the Son: Since the Lord may return any time, we need to be confessing Him – His divinity, 
humanity, work, reconciliation, Headship and Word.   This should not be just theoretical, but actual trust and 
obedience

• So We Abide in Him: Antichrists do not “abide” (remain).  The Christian must remain in his anointing by the 
Holy Spirit and in the knowledge he received from the Word, from the beginning – rather than falling for novel 
doctrines

Conclusion:


