
The Canaanite Cold War 
Joshua 23:12-13 

The geopolitical environment of the 1950’s-1980’s was called the  _____________________________________  

Since then, peaceful coexistence and détente have characterized the relationship between  _____ and ______ 

But peaceful coexistence and détente began in OT times between  ______________and the Canaanite nations 

Israel’s history teaches US that we also can opt for  __________________________________________ with sin 

I. THE FACTORS LEADING TO PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 

 A. The  ________________ Lasts a Long Time   Joshua 11:18 

  Israel’s conquest of most of Canaan is compressed into 3 chapters but actually took about  ______  years 

 B.  _______________ Remains to be Possessed   Joshua 13:1 

  1) Even conquering the long list of cities in Joshua 12,  ______ said that they still had much to conquer 

  2) Similarly, many of us have battled long with sin, yet God tells us that the  ____________ is not over 

 These two factors can be disheartening for any Christian and lead us to a reasonable question: 

 C. Why Did/Does God Demand Such Long, Grueling Warfare of His People? 

  1) Because the land would have been  _____________    Exodus 23:29-30 

  2) Because God wanted to ___________what Israel was made of  Judges 2:21-22 

II. THE MOTIVES BEHIND PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 

 A. Israel claimed they needed more land but actually they feared the  ________________   Josh. 17:14-18 

 B.   Israel was really motivated by the desire the  _______________ to serve them   Joshua 16:10, 17:12-13 

  The problem is not “I can’t overcome sin” but rather “I  ___________ overcome sin” 

III. THE CONSEQUENCES OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE     JOSHUA 23:12-13 

 A.  ________________________________ : “God will no longer drive out these nations from before you.” 

  1) If WE won’t attack sin, then  _____________ will not eradicate it for us 

  2) God promised Joshua that no man could stand before him if he was careful to obey God and God  

       gives us similar  _____________ in James 4:7, Romans 6 and 1 John 5:4 

 B.  ___________________________ : “They shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides.” 

  1) Israel opted for détente because the Canaanites were their _______ but in Judges the tables turned 

  2) The history of Israel illustrates the  _______ of sin: we think we are in control but we are in bondage 

 C.  _________________________ :”Until you perish from this good land which the LORD has given you.” 

  1) To sign a peace treaty with sin can ultimately result in  _________________________    Mark 9:43-46 

  2) A person who is genuinely saved will  ______________ in the battle with sin and never make peace 

  3) Judas Iscariot exemplifies apostasy: he surrendered to his sins, proving that he was  ____________  

  4) Whatever profession a person makes, we have no  __________________ if we make peace with sin 


