
John (51)                                            Hymns 476, 256, Come People of Risen King  
 

I mentioned last week, that in v12, we find the second of seven I AM statements in the gospel of John, which 

underscore His divinity—God revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush as the I AM—the self-existent 

and self-sufficient God... 
 

The Pharisees fully understand our Savior's claim, and in vv13-20 our Savior answers an accusation they made 

against Him as the result—in short, our Savior claims to be God (v12), the Pharisees disbelieve that claim 

(v13), and our Savior answers their accusation (vv14-20)... 
 

Thus—there is a sense in which v12, is properly situation it the midst of darkness—the darkness of the 

adulterous woman (vv1-11), and the willful blindness of the Pharisees (vv13-20)—the difference being, with 

regards to the adulterous woman, our Savior dispelled her darkness, whereas with regards to the Pharisees, 

they remained in darkness...  
 

I.   An Accusation—v13 

II.  A Response—vv14-18 

III. A Reason—vv19-20 
 

I.   An Accusation—v13 
 

1. V13—"The Pharisees therefore said to Him, You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness (testimony) is 

not true..." 

2. Now—some of you will remember back in chapter 5, the Pharisees accused our Savior of similar things as 

here... 

3. In essence, they are responding to His claims in v12—"I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 

shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life..." 

4. Within this statement, as we saw last week, our Savior alluded back to Ex.3, where God revealed Himself 

to Moses as—"The Great I AM WHO I AM..." 

5. Ex.3:14—"And God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. And He said, Thus you shall say to the children of 

Israel, I AM has sent me to you..." 

6. Accordingly, our Savior warns them in v24—"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if 

you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins..." 

7. Thus—our Savior is not only laying claim to divinity, but He also saying He's come to liberate His Israel 

from sin... 

8. If you remember, God revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush, that send Moses as a deliverer to 

the people... 

9. What our Savior is here saying is this—I am not only the God who spoke from the burning bush, but also 

the Greater than Moses, who's come to deliver My True Israel from a bondage fare greater than that of 

Egypt...   

10. It's for this reason, later in this chapter our Savior describes the Jews as salves to sin and in need of 

liberation (vv31-36)... 

11. Remember, the experiences of God's OC Israel, foreshadowed the experiences of God's NC Israel (the 

church)... 

12. In Christ, Jehovah Himself, the great I AM, One greater than Moses, has come to liberate His people from 

their sin... 

13. And dear brethren, to some degree these unbelieving Pharisees understood what our Savior meant by this 

statement... 

14. The principle the Pharisees are appealing to, is the OT teaching that two or more witnesses are needed to 

convict someone of a crime... 

15. Deut.19:15—"One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that the 

commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established..." 

16. It appears they stretched this principle to include any matter, that no statement could be verified by one 

witness... 

17. Thus—they were accusing our Savior of bearing false witness, as He was establishing a fact based on the 

testimony of one person (Himself)... 
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18. Furthermore, the Jewish leaders had written in their rabbinic commentaries, that no man can testify of 

himself...   

19. Thus—by "true" the Pharisees meant "credible" or "reliable"—they thought Christ's testimony lacked 

credibility... 

20. Simply put—they refused to believe Christ's testimony was reliable—they refused to believe what He said 

was true... 
 

II.  A Response—vv14-20  
 

1. Our Savior's answer or response is in fact threefold—He provides three related answers to their false 

accusation... 

2. V13—"You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true"—thus our Savior responds with telling 

them what is TRUE... 

3. V14—"Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true...v16 And yet if I do judge MY judgment is 

true...v17 It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true..." 

4. In other words, in response their accusation that His witness was not true, He provides three things that are 

TRUE... 

5. [1] His witness is true, v14—"Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I 

came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going..." 

6. Simply put—our Savior says—what He says is credible and reliable—what He says about Himself is pure 

TRUTH... 

7. The only proof He provides is His own identity as God's eternal Son—"for I know where I came from and 

where I am going..." 

8. That is—what I say is true, it's reliable, it's factual—FOR, I know who I am, that I have come down from 

heaven... 

9. Or put another way—Christ's own testimony of Himself is credible because of who He is, as God's eternal 

Son... 

10. [2] His judgement is true, vv15-16—"You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. And yet if I do 

judge, My judgement is true..." 

11. Now—v16 is similar to v14, in that He says His judgment is true, and then He provides the reason why it's 

true... 

12. V16b—"for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me"—that is, He acts in harmony with the 

Father... 

13. The first thing that needs answering is, What does our Savior mean by—"You judge according to the 

flesh..." 

14. Well simply put I suggest He simply means—they evaluated (judged) things according to their fallen 

reason... 

15. By "flesh" is likely meant "physical or outward appearances"—they judged Jesus merely by His physical 

appearance... 

16. The Jews judged our Savior by what they saw and heard—He claimed to be from heaven but was from 

Nazareth... 

17. He claimed that God was His Father, and yet, these Pharisees knew full well, He was the son of Joseph (a 

carpenter)... 

18. 2Cor.5:16—"Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have 

known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer..." 

19. Paul is describing what was true of him before conversion—this is what Paul thought of Christ while 

Saul... 

20. He—knew Christ "according to the flesh"—that is, he judged Him merely by physical and outward 

appearance... 

21. Jn.7:24—"Do not judge according to appearance, (according to the flesh) but judge with righteous 

judgment... 

22. Here our Savior basically says the same thing—He knew the Pharisees were judging Him according to 

appearance... 

23. J.C. Ryle—"The meaning of this sentence seems to be, 'You judge and decide everything on fleshly and 

worldly principles, according to the outward appearance. You estimate Me and My mission according to 
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what you see with the eye. You presume to despise Me and set light by Me, because there is no outward 

grandeur and dignity about Me. Judging everything by such a false standard, you se no beauty in Me and 

My ministry. You have already set Me down in your own minds as an imposter, and worthy to die. Your 

minds are full of carnal judgments, and hence My testimony seems worthless to you..." 

24. Now—with this understood, I think we can attempt to answer the most difficult question with regards to 

v165... 

25. V15—"You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one"—what does our Savior mean, by the phrase, "I 

judge no one..." 

26. There have been largely two options suggested, and both are very possible, and it's even possible both are 

true... 

27. [a] Perhaps the most likely answer is that, Christ doesn't judge as the Pharisees judged, according to the 

flesh... 

28. For, according to v16, we find, that Christ obviously makes judgements, and He makes judgments that are 

true...  

29. So I think our Savior is largely contrasting Himself with them—they judge according to the flesh, He 

judges according to truth... 

30. Isa.11:3-4—"His delight is in the fear of the LORD, and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor 

decided by the hearing of His ears; but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth..." 

31. [b] Another option is that, Christ didn't judge of or by Himself, but His judgement was in accord with the 

Father's... 

32. Jn.5:30—"I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not 

seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me..." 

33. In other words—the judgment of the Son is in obvious harmony to that of the Father, as they share in one 

will...  

34. But either way—our Savior contrasts with judgment with that of the Pharisees, who merely judged 

according to appearance (Jn.5:30) 

35. [3] The Scripture is true, vv17-18—"It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. I 

am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me..."  

36. Here our Savior speaks of the law as "their law"—not because it wasn't God's law, but because they put 

such confidence in it... 

37. They prided themselves as expects in the law, and thus our Savior appears to the authority of OT 

Scripture... 

38. And yet, if you notice He underscores something—"It is also written in your law that the testimony of two 

men is true..." 

39. The law needed to men to testify, Christ is saying, "While we are two distinct Persons, we are more than 

mere men..." 

40. Here our Savior again makes very plain that He has the authority and right to testify of Himself—as He is 

God's Son... 

41. But He adds the testimony of the Father—who bore witness to Christ primarily through the many sign 

miracles... 
 

III. A Reason—vv19-20 
 

1. Here in v19, our Savior identifies the primary reason why these Pharisees failed to believe or understand 

His claim... 

2. V19—"Then they said to Him, Where is Your Father? Jesus answered, You know neither Me nor My 

Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also..." 

3. There is no doubt, the Pharisees meant this question in a mocking and evil manner—"Where is Your 

Father..." 

4. Our Savior has repeatedly spoke of His Father, who was one with Him, sent Him, and bears witness of 

Him... 

5. In essence, the Pharisees continue to question Him, to challenge Him, if God is your Father, then where is 

He... 
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6. That they clearly understood what He was claiming, and yet despised Him for is suggest from the final 

verse...  

7. V20—"These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, 

for His hour had not yet come..." 

8. That is—these wicked and evil Pharisees, desired to lay hands on Him, but were prevented by God's 

providence... 

9. Here I want to turn the corner, for our remaining time, having explained these verses, to make a few 

applications... 

10. Now—at first appearance, this passage may not seem as applicable or practical, as the verses that have 

preceded it...  

11. But upon further and deeper consideration, there's a consistent theme that emerges, that is very relevant to 

our day...  

12. In fact, the more I thought about it, the larger it became, and the more important this particular theme 

became... 

13. Here's what this text provides us—It provides an anatomy of a religious sceptic (cynic), or, a religious 

unbeliever...     

14. Increasingly, churches within this country, are filled with a generation of young people, who are cynical of 

truth... 

15. They no longer want to embrace the dogmatic truths of their parents, they want more liberty to pick and 

choose... 

16. This of course has put pressure upon many churches, to round off the corners, and present things less 

dogmatic... 

17. Nobody wants to believe the truth, simply because the word of God says it—it's now filtered through our 

opinion... 

18. It's filtered through the grid of modern census—popular thinking on the matter is given ultimate and final 

place... 

19. But you know what—there is nothing new under the sun, for our Savior addressed the same thing 

Himself... 

20. For in these Pharisees, these religious sceptics, we find an example of the very thing that presently 

surrounds us... 

21. My dear friends, we are increasingly living in a cynical age, an age that no longer excepts traditional 

truth... 

22. Man by nature is a sceptic—he's cynical—he refuses to believe the truth regardless of all the mounting 

evidence... 

23. But I'm not just talking about the world, for here I'm thinking foremostly, about those who claim to be 

Christian...   

24. They don't want to throw off all forms of religion, but, neither do they want to embrace all that Scripture 

says... 

25. Thus—how are we to interact with co-works and family members, who've become cynical and refuse to 

believe... 

26. Well—I suggest within these Pharisees, we learn three things about man in general, and religious sceptics 

in particular... 

27. [1] Man refuses to accept God's testimony—Christ told these men He was the light of the world, and how 

did they respond... 

28. V13—"You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true"—they simply refused to take Him at His 

word...   

29. This is the very foundation of man's problem—He simply refers to believe what God has said in His 

word... 

30. All men by nature, say with these Pharisees—"You witness is NOT true"—what God says in Scripture, is 

a lie... 

31. Now—go back for a few minutes to the beginning—what was that Satan said to Even—"Has God truly 

said..." 

32. That is—is what God says actually true—can God be trusted—is what God says in Scripture actually 

reliable... 
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33. It's absolutely frightening to think about, but man by nature is so wicked that he refuses to believe God's 

testimony... 

34. What were these Pharisees doing, but calling Christ a liar, they didn't merely disbelieve what Christ was 

saying... 

35. They essentially called Him a liar—"Your witness is not true"—that is—what you are saying is in fact a 

lie... 

36. Truly brethren, this was a part of our Savior's suffering and humiliation—He was rejected as an unreliable 

liar... 

37. Jn.1:9-11—"That was the true Light which coming into the world, enlightens every man. He was in the 

world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and 

His own did not receive Him..."  

38. Oh my dear friends, have you ever thought about how evil unbelief is—it is in fact, telling God He is a 

liar... 

39. 1Jn.5:9-10—"If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God 

which He has testified of His Son. He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who 

does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given 

of His Son..." 

40. Thus—what are Christians to do, in engaging a world of sceptics, those who refuse to believe and accept 

truth...  

41. Well—brethren, I suggest we do as our Savior did, v14—"Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is 

true..." 

42. In other words—we tell such people the truth of the world of God, regardless if they agree with it or 

believe it... 

43. We could paraphrase our Savior's response in v14 as follows—You don't believe My witness, but that 

doesn't make it untrue... 

44. You claim that My witness is not true—but, My witness is true—you believing or accepting it doesn't 

make it true... 

45. My dear friends, I really hope you are understanding what I'm saying—I hope this point is sinking into 

your heart... 

46. The truth is the truth regardless who believes it—the truth isn't the truth because we or anyone else 

believes it... 

47. Now—certainty brethren, this doesn't deny the need to live the truth and adorn the truth with love and 

purity... 

48. Furthermore, this doesn't deny the need to explain the truth, and to defend it by providing evidences for its 

reliability  

49. But—at the very end of the day, man must believe the word of God, because, they are the very word of 

God... 

50. Holy Scripture comes with God's authority behind it, this is not the word of man, but the word of God 

Almighty... 

51. Now—here brethren, I have to point out something that's obvious, but I fear may go unnoticed by some of 

us... 

52. What our Savior says is the Word of God, just as much as the written Word—His words carried divine 

authority... 

53. Now—let me remind you of a larger but important phrase "self-authenticating"—to authentic is to prove 

reliable (to validate something as authentic or reliable)... 

54. Historical Reformed and Protestant theology maintains, that Scripture is SELF-authenticating, it verifies 

itself...    

55. This means—that Scripture itself proves it's God's word—as John Calvin put it—"It carries its own 

credentials..." 

56. That is—the very content of Scripture proves its divine—its beauty, purity, harmony, majesty, and 

honesty... 

57. But—by self-authenticating, is largely meant—that the Spirit Himself, bears witness with Scripture, that 

it's divine... 
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58. This happens within the hearts of men—the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of our souls, to hear God's voice in 

Scripture...      

59. Larger Catechism (Q.4)—"How does it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God? A. The Scriptures 

manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the parts, 

and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to convince and 

convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto salvation: but the Spirit of God bearing witness by 

and with the Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able to fully to persuade it that they are the very Word 

of God..." 

60. [2] Man refuses to accept God's evidence—these Pharisees, failed to believe, not for lack of sufficient 

evidence...  

61. They claimed there wasn't enough evidence to verify Christ's claim, but was this actually the truth of the 

matter... 

62. Let me illustrate—let's say a blind person outright denied the existence of the sun—the reason being, they 

can't see it... 

63. Now—just because they can't see it, doesn't mean it doesn't exist—failure to see it, doesn't means failure to 

exist... 

64. But—let's say, this man, though blind, is still able to behold shadows, furthermore, he still feels the sun's 

warmth... 

65. In other words—while he should take the word of his friends, he isn't left without real and tangible 

evidence... 

66. Well brethren, this was also true of these Pharisees—they too had ample evidence in His Word and His 

works... 

67. But brethren, this is also true of mankind as a while, in that God, has provided external and internal 

evidence... 

68. Man doesn't remain in unbelief because he lacks evidence, but he refuses to righty take head to the 

evidence...  

69. This is true of all men—many men have the testimony of God's word, which contain the words and works 

of Christ... 

70. Others, who lack this testimony, still have evidence of creation around them, and their conscience within 

them... 

71. Jn.1:9—"That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world"—the light of 

reason or conscience... 

72. Prov.20:27—"The spirit of a man (conscious) is the lamp of the LORD, searching all the inner depths of 

his heart..." 

73. Let me clarify—I am not saying, that these verses teach man has a spark of good in him that only needs 

increasing... 

74. No, all men by nature, are totally depraved or in darkness—but what these verses are saying is, man is 

made in God's image.. 

75. And because man is made in God's image, he remains a rational creation, endowed with reason and a 

conscience... 

76. And yet, native man, just like these Pharisees, misunderstand the evidence, judging according to 

appearance... 

77. [3] Man refuses to accept God in Christ—that is, man refuses to come to God, through the merits of 

another... 

78. This was the main problem of the Pharisees—it wasn't that they lacked opportunity or sufficient evidence 

to believe... 

79. They simply refused to come to God, to know God, by coming to Christ, by knowing Christ as their 

Mediator... 

80. V20—"These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, 

for His hour had not yet come..." 

 


