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People today, and young people in particular, are looking for something more 

permanent. Our world and culture seems to celebrate what is temporary. “Eat, drink, and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die” is the motto of our culture, and has been for centuries, really. 
However, there does seem to be an intensification of this mindset in the last 40 years. We can 
see it in the rapidly falling quality of goods made. Consider children's toys, for example. Forty 
years ago, you could really only buy toys that would last, toys that were solidly built, and were 
made to be heirlooms, almost. They were toys made of wood and metal, not cheap plastic. 
Nowadays, if your toys last longer than one day, you are fortunate, and you really have to 
hunt long and hard to find any that will last. You find the same thing happening with 
appliances, where cheap materials always replace the more durable materials. Appliances 
simply don't last the way they used to. Cars are the same way. They can do a lot more things 
than the old cars, but not only are they often more cheaply built, but also they are too 
complicated for the average person to figure out. 

What goes along with this sense of impermanence is a sense that we don't belong 
anywhere. There is no permanent home. We are without roots. We don't have access to 
something that is permanent. We have no home. People today are starting to realize that this 
is a problem. They are starting to realize that the generations of rebellion against authority, 
namely, the flower children and the baby-boomers, have resulted in this sense of rootlessness 
and impermanence. That is why people, and especially young people, have started to look for 
something more permanent. After all, the only way to rebel against total rebellion is to go back 
to authority and rootedness. Young people today are looking for something that is larger than 
themselves to which they can belong. They are looking for something with a history, 
something that is more durable. It is perhaps the reason why young people are turning to 
those denominations that have history: the Reformed tradition, the Lutheran tradition, the 
Roman Catholic tradition, and the Eastern Orthodox Tradition. These have history and 
rootedness to them. Young people can feel that they belong there. They are rejecting 
individualism and isolation, and are seeking community and authority. This search is a good 
place to be, in one sense, because the Bible has some great answers for that search. Our 
text shows us a place of permanent access to God Himself, and the greatest sense of 
belonging somewhere that we could possibly find. 

Ultimately, the problem starts with the Fall in the garden of Eden, of course. We were 
thrown out of the garden because of our sin. We have only ourselves to blame for losing 
fellowship with God, and that community that only God can fill. For our purposes, it is 
important to notice the geography of the garden of Eden, particularly where Adam and Eve 
went after they were expelled from the garden. Genesis 3:24 tells us that God drove out the 
man; “and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” So Adam and Eve were thrown out of 
the garden in an eastward direction. They were east of Eden, as the title of the John 
Steinbeck novel says. The way back to the garden is always west. “Go west, young Adam, go 
west!” 

If we read this text carefully we will see which side the gate was on. The court itself was 
a rectangle, exactly twice as long as it was wide. It was 150 feet long, and 75 feet wide, which 
would enclose a space that was 11,250 square feet. That is half a football field long, and a 



little less than half a football field wide. So you could fit 4 of these spaces into one football 
field. The text tells us that the north and south side were identical, having 20 pillars of bronze, 
with the sockets made of silver. The west side, described in verse 12 has 10 pillars for 75 
feet. But verse 15 tells us something different about the east side. The east side is where the 
gate is. The gate is in the middle, and is made of different fabric. The vast majority of the 
hangings around the court were plain linen. But the gate was to be made of that blue, purple, 
scarlet and finely woven linen. The gate, or screen, would therefore look quite different. But it 
would be in the middle of the east side. So, in order to enter the court, you would be going 
west: it is the way back to Eden. We have been seeing the echoes of Eden in several places 
in our study of the tabernacle already. The cherubim echo the angelic guard to Eden. The 
beauty of the fabric of the veil is meant to remind us of the beauty of Eden. The lampstand 
reminds us of the tree of life. And here we see, even in the courtyard, echoes of Eden in the 
direction from which a person must approach. Last week we saw that the first thing a person 
saw after they entered the courtyard was the altar. This reminds us that the way back to Eden 
is a bloody path west. It must go through a river of blood. 

The next version of this crossing west to Eden would go literally through a river: the 
river of the Jordan. For, when the people of Israel were entering the promised land, they 
crossed over the Jordan river from the east going west. The altar went before them in a sort 
of re-enactment of the Red Sea crossing when they came out of Egypt in the Exodus. But 
crossing over the Jordan river was, for Israel, crossing over into the Promised Land, which 
was the closest they would get to Eden in this life. The Promised Land was an Eden of sorts: 
it was a land flowing with milk and honey. Because of the Fall, it would never be Eden itself. 
But it was both a reminder to Israel of the Eden that had been lost, and a promise of a future 
Eden that would not be lost: it would be permanent access. 

Scripture does not tell us which direction the gate of the temple faced in Solomon's day. 
However, most reconstructions and drawings of Solomon's temple has the doors facing east. 
Since the temple was meant to be a more permanent version of the tabernacle, I would be 
surprised if it had faced any other way than east. Ezekiel tells us that the gate of the new 
temple would face east. 

We know that Jesus has provided permanent access for us. He relived Israel's story in 
all the ways that count, only He did it in a perfectly faithful way. In Matthew's gospel in 
particular, you will find all the events of Israel's history re-enacted in the life of Jesus. Israel 
went down to Egypt; Jesus went down to Egypt. Israel had its Exodus from Egypt; Jesus had 
His Exodus from Egypt. Israel wandered in the desert for 40 years; Jesus wandered in the 
wilderness being tempted for 40 days. Israel crossed over the Jordan into the Promised Land; 
Jesus crossed over into the Promised Land in His baptism in the Jordan, going west when He 
got out of the Jordan, incidentally! The difference between Jesus and Israel is that where 
Israel was unfaithful, and quickly gave in to temptation, Jesus resisted that temptation to the 
uttermost. Jesus therefore provides the completely permanent access to the New Eden being 
prepared for us by the Father. He does so through His blood, His bloody baptism, His 
sacrifice for our sins, and His complete righteousness that fulfills the whole law. Do you 
believe that He has obtained that perfect and permanent access for you? 

The beauty of this permanent access is not only that it is access, and that it is 
permanent, but that it is for more people than just the Jews. Anyone who will put their faith in 
the one true and utterly faithful Israelite can be part of the true Israel of God, which is the 
church. We can have those glimpses of heaven here on earth that will make us long for the 



utterly permanent city of the new heavens and the new earth. We get those glimpses in our 
worship. 

For Israel, the worship of God was God providing a bit of heaven here for them on 
earth. So also in our worship, when God comes among us and lifts us up to heavenly realms, 
we get a glimpse, by faith, of what that permanent access to God looks like. The book of 
Revelation shows us such beautiful pictures of what that looks like. Revelation 21:1-4 are 
surely some of the most achingly beautiful words in all of Scripture: “Now I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no 
more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Can you see the permanent access 
shining all through that passage? 

Not only can we see the permanence of what is future, but we also see quite clearly the 
temporary nature of what is present here and now. All the things of this world will pass away. 
This has a number of important applications for us. Firstly, all the things of this life will pass 
away. Why try to cling to them, then, as if we could take them with us? As the old joke goes, 
have you ever seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul? The ancient Egyptians believed that you could 
take it with you. They put all sorts of things in the tombs of their kings. But those things didn't 
go with the pharaohs. They stayed in the grave, until the grave robbers came and took them 
away. As Paul says, what is seen is temporary, what is unseen is eternal. Therefore we 
should hold all that we have in an open palm for God to take any time He wants. We should 
never cling to anything in this life as if our lives depended on it. What we should cling to is 
Jesus Christ, and all His saving benefits, because our lives do depend on Him! 

A second application is that the worries of this life and the cares of this life are also 
temporary. Revelation promises to wipe away every tear from our eyes. There shall be no 
more sorrow, no more pain, no more crying. Yes, there may be things that happen in this life 
that we will have to wait for God to fix. We may have to wait all the way until that day when 
everything dawns anew. But God WILL make it right! Ne of the easiest things to do when a 
care or a worry comes our way is to forget past history and future promises. In fact, we forget 
the grand sweep of human history as ruled over by God, and our perspective becomes very 
narrow, focusing only on the now. My friends, what great and precious promises are here for 
us! Should we not have those worries also in an open hand, just as much as our 
possessions? For God can surely bear those burdens better than we can. Just put those 
worries and cares in that open hand right next to all your possessions.

The third application is to worship. Sacred geography is different in the New Testament. 
We don't enter from the east, because Jesus has provided us access from any direction, as 
long as it is through Him. The New Testament sacred geography is that wherever two or three 
are gathered in Jesus' name, there He is in the midst of them. Those words were spoken in 
the context of church discipline in Matthew 18. They apply, however, to the local church as 
well. We have access to the Father through the Son by the Holy Spirit. And this access is 
most clearly seen in the public worship of God's people. Is that what you expect when you 
come to worship? Do you expect to have fellowship with God Himself? Do you expect Him to 
speak to you in His Word? What are you expecting? Entertainment? Or, how about a taste of 



heaven on earth? How about a taste of what permanent access looks like? How about a 
glimpse of the New Eden?      


