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A REFORMATION VISION 
 (SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2013) 

SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 28:16-29; 1 PET. 2:1-12 

INTRODUCTION 

Today in celebration of God's great work in the Reformation, I want us to consider some 
of the key aspects of the Reformation which continue to challenge us as a local church.  

As I thought of this subject, 4 or 5 topics came to mind. But I didn't just want to preach a 
sermon on different topics or passages. As I was preparing for today, I thought of 1 Peter 
2, which in the opening verses I believe contains some of the important doctrines and 
practices of the Reformation. 

Here are four key doctrines or practices that we clearly find in the Reformation that must 
continue to shape who we are as a local church: Scripture - Worship - Doctrine - 
Evangelism and willingness to suffer. 

In Hebrews 12, we are reminded of the great cloud of witnesses that surround us. 
Hebrews 11 also testifies of the faith and courage of those who have gone before us. It is 
right to consider the faithful witness of believers. But most of all you must keep your eyes 
fixed upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Your greatest comfort is knowing that he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 
shame. Your greatest challenge is following in His example. 

Find your joy, peace, and challenge in serving the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We will give attention to 1 Peter 2:1-12 in four parts. 

1. DESIRE THE PURE MILK OF THE WORD, 1 PETER 2:1-3 

1Pet. 2:1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all 
evil speaking,  2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you 
may grow thereby,  3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

David Daniell in his excellent biography of William Tyndale notes how in 1551 a survey 
was made of unsatisfactory clergy in England.  

9 did not know how many commandments there were, 33 did not know where 
they appeared in the Bible (the gospel of Matthew was a favorite guess) and 168 
could not repeat them. Concerning the creed, 10 could not repeat it and 216 
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were unable to prove it: a large number of those said that they were perfectly 
satisfied that it was right because the king and Mother Church said so… 39 
priests did not know where the Lord’s Prayer appeared in the Bible, 34 did not 
know its author, and 10 actually proved unable to recite it. 

William Tyndale once was arguing with a Roman Catholic clergyman who taunted him 
by saying, “We are better to be without God’s laws than the Pope’s.” Tyndale was infuriated by 
such a heretical statement, and he replied, "I defy the Pope and all his laws. If God spare my life 
ere many years, I will cause the boy that drives the plow to know more of the scriptures than you!"1 

What a blessing has been given to us in large part through the Reformation that we might 
have God’s Word accurately translated from Hebrew and Greek into our own languages. 
Many gave their lives to this great end. And yet do we truly desire the pure milk of the 
word? 

In Amos 8:11, the prophet announced a coming famine. It would not be a famine on the 
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water. Rather it would a famine of hearing 
the words of the LORD. 

The situation faced in much of Christendom is not that we lack access to God’s Word or 
truth. The famine today more accurately is of desire. I certainly cannot speak from a 
pedestal of perfection placing blame on all Christians and churches. We must be careful 
in making our observations and judgments, but I think it is a very safe thing to say that 
with many professed Christians, there is a great lack of desire for God’s Word. 

Peter significantly begins chapter 2 with the command that we put off the sins of malice, 
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking. These are five sins that are mostly directed at 
other people. Throughout 1 Peter, you find Peter writing very honestly to the Christians 
who first received his letter and to us. Christian preaching must never just turn into a 
lecture about things you must do or not do obviously. The grace of God in Jesus Christ is 
the opening, central, and closing theme of the book. But this doesn’t mean that Peter 
hesitates addressing sin and calling his original readers and you and me to holiness. 

Next Peter issues the command that you are to desire the pure milk of the word as a 
newborn baby desires his mother’s milk. What a picture this is. 

Peter gives a reason and a foundation. The reason is so you will grow. The foundation is 
that the Lord is gracious. Have you truly tasted that Jesus Christ is gracious to you? The 

                                                
1 http://william-tyndale.com/tyndale-bible-history.html 
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reason you should desire the milk of the word is not so that you can try to please an angry 
God who keeps careful count of how much you read your Bible. No, the reason you 
should desire the milk of the Word is you know how very kind and loving is your Savior? 

Think about how good God is to you. Let that strengthen your desire for His Word and 
truth. In honor to those who have sacrificed so that we might have God’s Word and even 
more because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, let us commit ourselves to treasure, read, 
and study the Word of God. 

 

2. TREASURE THE BLESSING OF WORSHIP, 1 PETER 2:4-5 

1Pet. 2:4   Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 
chosen by God and precious,  5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 

As the story goes, in 1637 a woman about 37 years old named Jenny Geddes threw her 
stool at the head of a minister in St. Giles Cathedral in Scotland when he read from the 
Anglican Book of Common Prayer for the first time. She also shouted as he threw her 
stool, “Devil cause you colic in your stomach, false thief: dare you say the Mass in my 
ear?”2 This was the beginning of a riot that took place inside and outside of the church 
that Sunday. Great opposition to Anglicanism continued in Scotland for many years to 
come. 

A very important principle in the Reformation was the importance of true and pure 
worship, free from human invention, and focused on worshipping God as He has 
prescribed in His Word. 

Peter speaks of the nature of true worship in verses 4 and 5. 

What does it mean to come to Christ? The word is used many times in the NT, often 
used simply to speak of people going and coming. But in both the Greek OT and in the 
NT, the word has a more specialized meaning, “that of coming into the presence of God, 
either to hear Him speak or to come into His presence in the tabernacle to offer sacrifices.”  

The emphasis of verse 4 is what we are coming to. We are invited not to come to an altar 
or to a temple or tabernacle, but rather to God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ. What was 
                                                
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Geddes 
http://www.fpcr.org/blue_banner_articles/jgeddes.htm 
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a blessing that only a few were able to enjoy in the Old Covenant era, coming in the very 
presence of God, is now a privilege for all of God’s people.  

Peter calls Jesus a living stone. I believe the main reason why Peter uses this imagery is 
that Jesus called himself the stone which the builders rejected. The word stone, lithos, in 
the Greek, generally means a stone used for building.3 It certainly has connections to the 
temple. When Solomon built his temple, he used 80,000 men to gather stone from the 
mountains.4 But as Jesus argued with those who opposed Him, He was the true temple. 
He is the living stone in contrast with the beautiful but dead stones used to build physical 
temples. 

As we come to Christ, the living stone, we also as living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 

We are called living stones because God is at work in our lives building us up together as 
His people into a spiritual house or in other words a temple for God. There is no profit in 
trying to think about this in terms of an actual building. Each individual believer is called 
a temple of God, because the Holy Spirit dwells in each believer. But here the emphasis is 
on the work that God is doing corporately in the lives of all true believers in Christ. Both 
individually we are a temple and together we are built up to be a spiritual house or 
temple. 

The meaning of spiritual in this verse means that we are under the control and influence 
of the Holy Spirit.5 The ministry of the Holy Spirit should especially be seen in the life of 
God’s people together. Especially as we keep on coming to Christ in worship, prayer, and 
praise, we are being built up together by God, in His House, the place where God more 
and more fully dwells. 

The verse continues. We are also called a holy priesthood. Peter here uses language from 
Exodus 19:6, where God promised that if his people were faithful, they would be to Him, 
a royal priesthood and a holy nation.6 No longer is there any special priesthood in the NT. 
Yes, God has appointed leadership in the local church, but this leadership is not called 
the priesthood in the NT. Rather as the Reformation correctly stressed there is a 

                                                
3 Achtemeier, p. 154. 
4 2Chr. 2:2 Solomon selected seventy thousand men to bear burdens, eighty thousand to quarry stone 
in the mountains, and three thousand six hundred to oversee them. 
5 Grudem, p. 100. Achtemeier makes the same point, p. 155-156. 
6 Grudem, p. 100. 
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priesthood of all believers. We all have been given a tremendous blessing and 
responsibility. And this is why all believers must seek to be pure before God, because we 
are called to be priests in service of God. Every believer is given this special calling before 
God. 

As priests, we are called to now offer up to God spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. Now as used here spiritual does contrast with the animal sacrifices 
of the OT, but it also again means that our sacrifices are performed through the work and 
leading of the Holy Spirit. Our worship before God certainly is to be considered a 
sacrifice. What kind of sacrifice to you seek to bring? 

Again, we think of how many men, women, and children died at the time of the 
Reformation because they stood against the false worship of the Roman Church and 
desired to worship God in a pure, right way. 

I especially encourage children, younger men and women here that you learn and grow 
in your understanding of our public worship. I would never say that our services are 
somehow perfect, never in need of improvement or change. But especially today there is a 
great emphasis on entertainment and fleshly excitement that characterizes sadly so much 
of Protestant worship today. 

May God give you a strong desire to enter His presence through faith during our times of 
public worship. 

 

3. SEEK TO GROW IN SOUND DOCTRINE, 1 PETER 2:6-8 

6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture,  “Behold, I lay in Zion  A chief 
cornerstone, elect, precious,  And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 

7   Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 
disobedient,  “The stone which the builders rejected  Has become the chief cornerstone,” 

8 and  “A stone of stumbling  And a rock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedient 
to the word, to which they also were appointed. 

The key doctrines of the Reformation are sometimes summarized by 5 Latin phrases – 
the solas of the Reformation. 

What are those five key statements? 
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1) sola fide – faith alone 

2) sola Scriptura – Scripture alone 

3) sola gratia – grace alone 

4) solus Christus – Christ alone 

5) soli Deo Gloria – to God alone be the glory7 

These were not marketing slogans but the key doctrines that all of the Reformers believed 
and taught. And what a rich heritage is given to us. And what a need there is that all 
Christians know very well these doctrines and others so that we can identify false teaching 
and seek to share with others what we believe the word of God teaches. 

Here in these verses I see two important doctrines recovered in the Reformation. The first 
can be summarized as sola fide, by faith alone we are justified as God forgives our sins, 
declares us to be righteous because of the righteousness of Christ. 

The doctrine of justification is beautifully described here in verse 6. 

He who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame. 

What an important verse to memorize and treasure. The word believe as you know is 
related to the word faith. That is in part why I say that verse 6 describes the truth of how 
a sinner can ever stand before a righteous God with confidence? It is by believing in the 
chief cornerstone that God has laid in Zion. 

Peter is quoting from Isaiah 28:16. Even in the days of Isaiah, there was a small remnant 
who did truly believe in God. In days of confusion and uncertainty they were given the 
promise of peace. They would not act hastily, meaning they would find rest. This word in 
the Greek was translated as will not be put to shame, which is a similar idea. Those 
who have faith in Christ and continue to live in faith will by no means be put to shame. 
There will be no ultimate embarrassment or disappointment. 

Some today seek to undermine the precious doctrine of justification by faith alone. Some 
say it is too individualistic. Others say that Paul or the other writers of the NT were not 
truly concerned so much about individual salvation but more on the big picture. 

But look carefully at verse 6. Some of what we find here in chapter 2 does speak of 
corporate actions. For example verse 5, which speaks of God’s work in our lives building 
us up as a spiritual house. But verse 6 uses the singular pronoun he. Scripture does address 

                                                
7 Listed by Sproul, 39. Many other sources could be found. 
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the subject of how individuals have assurance. Assurance is found in Jesus Christ. Faith 
does not save you. Jesus Christ saves. Faith, though, is the gift that God gives to you so 
that you can believe and rest in Jesus Christ. 

Do you know very well the doctrine of justification? Can you explain it to others? Can 
you show from other passages of Scripture where this doctrine is found? It is essential that 
you can do this. If you have any questions, please see me or talk with someone that can 
help you with this very important matter. 

Only in passing I refer to another key doctrine emphasized in the Reformation which is 
the sovereignty of God. It is often thought that this was John Calvin’s pet doctrine which 
is so cruel and harsh. Well, John Calvin did of course teach the doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty, but Martin Luther emphasized God’s absolute sovereignty just as much if not 
more. 

And what do we see so powerfully taught in verses 6 and 7? Do we not see God’s absolute 
sovereignty in salvation? The Lord Jesus Christ was rejected but has become the chief 
cornerstone. Those who reject Jesus Christ stumble and are disobedient to the word. And 
then look at the last part of verse 8 – to which they also were appointed. There is no 
denying God’s sovereignty in terms of bringing us to saving faith and also in the judgment 
which comes to those who do not believe. It is all according to God’s perfect and 
sovereign plan. 

 

 

4. LOOK TO PROCLAIM THE PRAISES OF GOD EVEN IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING, 
1 PETER 2:9-12 

1Pet. 2:9   But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10 who once were not a people but are 
now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained 
mercy. 11   Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul,  12 having your conduct honorable among the 
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good 
works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
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I have shared before the powerful testimony of Lady Jane Grey, who ruled as the queen 
of England for about 9 days. 

At about the age of 16 or 17, Jane Grey was put to death on February 12, 1554, accused 
of being part of a treasonous action against Queen Mary also known as Bloody Mary. 

Before her execution Jane Grey spoke these words as found in Fox’s Book of Martyrs. 

I pray you all, good Christian people, to bear me witness, that I die a good 
Christian woman, and that I do look to be saved by no other means, but only by 
the mercy of God in the blood of his only Son Jesus Christ: and I confess, that 
when I did know the word of God, I neglected the same, loved myself and the 
world, and therefore this plague and punishment is happily and worthily 
happened unto me for my sins; and yet I thank God, that of his goodness he hath 
thus given me a time and a respite to repent and now, good people, while I am 
alive, I pray you to assist me with your prayers. 

Often the Reformation is described in terms of doctrine. And no doubt the teaching of 
the Reformation is such an important aspect. But there is also coming from the 
Reformation a great desire to proclaim the praises of God in worship and evangelism and 
the willingness to suffer and die for the cause of Jesus Christ. 

Have you read Fox’s Book of Martyrs? I and many others would say it is essential reading. 
The gripping stories of fathers, mothers, and children are sometimes overwhelming. 

What is the basis for suffering? I think one part comes from the strength that God gives to 
His true people. He gives the ability to stand for His name and truth in life and in the face 
of death. The other aspect is the realization of what God in His mercy has done for us. 

Peter brings out both of these realities in verses 9-12. 

In verses 9 and 10 we have the reminder of what God has graciously done for us in terms 
of who we are now and what we once were. Who are we now? 

Those who are in Jesus Christ are: 

A chosen generation 

A royal priesthood 

A holy nation 

A special people or people for His own possession 
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We are now his people even though we used to not be His people. 

We once had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

And what is the reason why God has chosen to have mercy on us? 

It is so that we might proclaim His praises, the God who called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 

The word proclaim in this verse is used only here in the NT and it means to declare or 
speak about something. 

And how is it that we declare His greatness? Well, certainly one part of doing this is in 
our worship together. The meaning of proclaim also includes speaking and telling others 
about the greatness of God.  

Wayne Grudem in his commentary wrote, “This purpose of redemption is too 
often thwarted by our silence of self-congratulatory pride, but even brief 
association with a Christian whose speech fulfills this purpose invariably 
refreshes our spirits.”8  

I believe that all of us need to learn to speak more about the excellence of God and look 
for ways and opportunities to do this. If this is part of our central purpose for living, then 
to not do so is to stop living. It would be as foolish as to stop breathing or to want our 
heart to stop beating for a few minutes. 

It is interesting then in verses 11 and 12 Peter again speaks about the need to turn from 
the fleshly lusts which war against the soul. Peter knows the weakness of human nature. 
He will again several times speak about the need to turn from the sins which can easily 
entice us, ways we used to enjoy but must reject. 

And then in verse 12 he addresses the necessity of having a faithful witness so that even 
when we are slandered our good works will speak powerfully. 

The expression day of visitation I don’t think refers to any specific time. Rather it 
speaks of God’s rule of His world and His bringing of both blessing and also of 
punishment. There are times when both His judgments and blessings are known in 
greater degrees. Throughout history there have been periods of great revival and also 
periods of unimaginable judgment. When these times will come we don’t always know 
until they arrive. And I think that is what Peter is saying here in this verse. We don’t 
always know how God will use our good works. They don't instantly bring unbelievers to 
                                                
8 Wayne Grudem, p. 112. 
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saving faith in Christ. But we do them with the hope that in God’s timing, in the day of 
His visitation, that they will be used to bring people to saving faith in Christ and glory 
to God. 

William Tyndale gave his life for Jesus Christ 477 years ago on October 6, 1536. 

His last prayer was, Lord, open the eyes of the King of England. This was a prayer that 
God did powerfully answer. England eventually became a place where God’s Word could 
be freely enjoyed. What glory God has been given through the faithful testimony of many 
of His servants who were willing to suffer for His name. 

CONCLUSION: 

It is Jesus Christ who builds His church. This applies to the Church Universal and local 
churches. We must always trust in what Jesus Christ will accomplish, not in our own 
plans. 

And yet it was Jesus Christ who spoke through the writers of the NT in giving warning 
and challenge to God’s people. 

As Jude 3 reminds us, we must earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints. 

If we are going to truly prosper as a local church everyone of us must contend earnestly 
according to the true faith and in obedience to God’s Word. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn 487 

 

BENEDICTION – 1 PETER 5:8-11 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all 

grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, 
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 


