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 We’re going to talk about boasting this morning—Gospel 

boasting.  Paul, in our passage for today, does some boasting.  But 

it’s a particular kind of boasting. 

 Let me ask you, what is it that irks you about boasting—

that is, when other people boast, for it never bothers us when we 

do it ourselves—what irks you about other people boasting?  When 

you hear someone boasting about themselves, why does that bother 

you?  Why do you find that annoying?  Why are you usually 

repelled by such individuals rather than attracted to them?   

It’s true, boasting might sometimes be a bit amusing (like 

when a 2-year-old says, “I can run really fast”).  In sports 

competitions, boasting may fuel the excitement of the rivalry.  But 

for the most part, if we hear someone going on and on about how 

smart they are, or what a good parent they are, or how much 

money they have, we’re going to find that pretty disgusting.   

Why is that?  I think it’s partly because boasting puts up 

barriers between people.  We’re drawn closer to one another when 

we feel like we can help one another and benefit from one another 

in a reciprocal way.  Like what Paul said to the Roman church in 

chapter 1 of this letter: “For I long to see you, that I may impart to 

you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be 

mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.” 

(Romans 1:11–12, ESV)  

That’s exciting.  That’s energizing.  We’re on the same 

team, and we’re going to work together to strengthen each other.  

We’re depending on one another.   

But when an individual is boasting in himself or herself, 

that puts distance in relationships.  That pushes people away.  

Because you’re saying, in effect, I don’t need you.  I’m better than 

you.  There may be ways that you could benefit from me, but there 

aren’t any ways that I could benefit from you.  In this way boasting 

is annoying, off-putting, and destructive to relationships. 

When we hear people boasting in themselves, another 

reason we find it so repulsive is because we can see right through 

it.  We can see that the boast is hollow.  Those who boast in 

themselves have an inflated view of themselves.  It’s like that 
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saying, “May your life someday be as awesome as you pretend it is 

on Facebook.”  Onlookers can see right through the façade.   

And to press into this theologically, now, the fundamental 

reason human boasting is so empty and aggravating is because 

each and every one of us craves a far deeper satisfaction that no 

amount of human greatness will ever meet.  Even if someone 

happened to be as great as they said they were, even that greatness 

would not be enough to fascinate us for very long.   

And this brings us to the point we’ll be observing in our 

text for this morning.  Here the Apostle Paul boasts, but he is 

boasting in the Lord and what the Lord is doing in His people. 

I have 3 headings to structure our study of these verses.  

First, boasting in evidences of grace.  Second, bold reminders.  

And third, boasting in Gospel ministry.  

 Before we get to those points, I just want to tell you where 

we’re at in this letter.  We’re getting very close to the end of the 

letter now.  In verse 13, just prior to what I read, Paul concluded 

his section of the letter that was filled with practical instruction.  

You remember that chapters 1-11 of this letter were filled with 

doctrinal teaching.  Paul taught at length about sin and the 

salvation that comes through Jesus Christ and many other deep and 

important truths.  At the start of chapter 12 the letter shifted to a 

focus on concrete application of those Gospel truths.  This is how 

we are to live in the light of the Gospel.  He has taught us about 

love: loving one another, even loving our enemies.  He has taught 

us about being submissive to the governing authorities.  He has 

taught us about getting along with one another in spite of many 

differences.  And then you can see how 15:13 is a kind of 

benediction.   

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

(Romans 15:13, ESV)  

 He might have concluded the letter right there.  And he did 

conclude a major section of the letter right there.  But Paul goes on 

to say a few more things—some very important things.  He wants 

to say some things about his own ministry and invite the Roman 

church to partner with him in his missionary plans.  He’s going to 

do this in the remainder of chapter 15.  Then Paul also wants to 

extend some personal words of greeting to individuals in the 

church in Rome.  He will do that in the first half of chapter 16.  

And then there will be a few closing words and a final doxology.  
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This gives us the context of where we’re at in this letter.  We’re at 

the beginning of the end.    

Boasting in Evidences of Grace (verse 14) 

“I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves 

are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct 

one another.” (Romans 15:14, ESV)  

 This is an emphatic statement.  Do you see how he says, “I 

myself” and “you yourselves”?  And he uses these words “full” 

and “filled.”  He is brimming over with praise for the things God 

has done in their lives.  He is boasting in the evidences of grace 

that are seen in the church in Rome.   

 Now, we might want to ask the question here: How can 

Paul make a statement like this if he’s never even been to this 

church?  He didn’t plant this church.  And he hasn’t even been able 

to visit them yet.  He laments this fact in chapter 1.   

“I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often 

intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in 

order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among 

the rest of the Gentiles.” (Romans 1:13, ESV)  

And he mentions it again here in chapter 15. 

“This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming 

to you.” (Romans 15:22, ESV)  

 So how does he know enough about this church to be able 

to boast in the evidences of grace among them?  Well, I think the 

personal greetings of chapter 16 give us an indication of Paul’s 

knowledge of this church.  He knew a lot of people there.  He had 

never been there, but he was very aware of the make-up of the 

church.  Paul knew many of the particular issues they were facing 

as a church (many of which he addressed in this letter), and he also 

knew the fruit that was being produced.   

 In chapter 1 Paul boasted of their faith.  (And, by the way, 

if you read Romans 1:1-15 and Romans 15:14-33, you’ll notice 

several similarities.  These are kind of like bookends to the letter.)   

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 

your faith is proclaimed in all the world.” (Romans 1:8, ESV)  

 Paul finds great delight in the things God is doing through 

that church.  These evidences of grace are wonderful to see.  They 

are answers to prayer.  They are for the glory of God.   
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 What specifically does Paul highlight as evidences of grace 

in Rome?  He mentions three things in 15:14. 

Full of Goodness 

 First, he says that they are full of goodness.  Now, in a 

church that believes in the doctrine of total depravity (which we do 

believe in), that statement may sound heretical.  There might be 

people who are tempted to take a Sharpie marker and blot that 

verse out of their Bibles.  How could we say that anyone is full of 

goodness?  To put it in the context of this letter, how does this 

statement compare to Romans 3:10ff? 

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks 

for God. All have turned aside; together they have become 

worthless; no one does good, not even one.”” (Romans 3:10–12, 

ESV)  

And what about Romans 8:7-8? 

“For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does 

not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God.” (Romans 8:7–8, ESV)  

 So how could anyone be spoken of as “full of goodness”?  

Well, this shows us the importance of understanding the radical 

nature of conversion.  It’s true that apart from the grace of God, 

apart from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we are totally 

depraved.  Every dimension of our beings is tainted by sin, 

corrupted by sin.  From birth we are hard-wired to rebel against 

God.  We are entirely bad.  We are full of wickedness.   

 But when God comes and gets ahold of us, turns us to 

Himself, forgives us based on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and 

places His Holy Spirit within us, then we are radically different.  

The Spirit, living in us, produces fruit.  And do you remember 

what kinds of fruit the Spirit produces in our lives?  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control . . ..” (Galatians 

5:22–23, ESV)  

 Paul sees that the Spirit is present in this church, producing 

much good fruit.  And Paul boasts in that good fruit.   

 Filled with All Knowledge 

The second thing he says is, you are filled with all 

knowledge.  Now, he’s not saying they are omniscient.  He’s not 
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saying they have exhaustive knowledge.  Just like he’s not saying 

they are perfect by saying they are full of goodness.  There is a bit 

of hyperbole here.  He’s so excited about the work of God in their 

midst, he wants to call attention to it.   

 Biblical knowledge, practical godly knowledge, is essential 

to the Christian life.  Why do you think Paul spent 11 chapters of 

this letter going into such depth about our sinfulness and what God 

did through Jesus Christ to save us, and even about God’s 

sovereignty in salvation and many other things?  Because 

knowledge is important.  And why do you think Paul spent another 

few chapters giving us rapid fire exhortations about how to live out 

the Christian life?  Because this knowledge is so important for us 

to grasp.  The way we think has a profound impact on the way we 

live.  Remember those commands at the beginning of Romans 12: 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 

12:2, ESV)  

 We need biblical knowledge flowing into our minds, we 

need the Spirit to implant that knowledge within us . . . and by that 

knowledge our lives will change.   

 Able to Instruct One Another 

   The third thing Paul mentions as he is boasting of 

evidences of grace is that they are able to instruct one another.  

This is a beautiful thing.  It’s wonderful when there’s a measure of 

maturity among a group of believers such that there can be mutual 

instruction and admonition and encouragement.  It’s not that there 

is one teacher, and everyone else is a student.  Rather, everyone is 

both a teacher and a student.   

 The Greek term used here for instruct is noutheteō.  Some 

of you are familiar with the term “nouthetic counseling.”  It comes 

from this Greek word that is used just a handful of times in the 

New Testament.  It means to admonish, warn, instruct, to counsel 

about the avoidance of an improper course of conduct.
1
   

 Just to give you two other examples of how this term is 

used . . . 

Paul, in his speech to the Ephesian elders: 

                                                           
1
 BDAG 
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“Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not 

cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.” (Acts 20:31, 

ESV)  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

(Colossians 3:16, ESV)  

 Notice in that Colossians verse as well as in Romans 15:14 

it’s admonishing / instructing one another.  This is a one another 

activity in the life of the church.  It’s not that the elders are 

instructors and everyone else is instructed.  Although the elders do 

have a special responsibility to teach.  But this is also something 

that happens one to another throughout the congregation.  Nor is it 

the case that there’s a group of people who have a special gift for 

admonishing, and everyone else just gets admonished.  No, it’s all 

of us, instructing and admonishing one another, speaking the truth 

in love (as Paul puts it in Ephesians 4).   

 I love being part of a church where this is going on.  I know 

that I need to be a committed member of a church where there is 

one another instructing and admonishing happening.  I need to be 

encouraged and spurred on and helped and rebuked by your lives 

and by your words.  God has given us various gifts and insights 

and personalities, and it’s for the mutual edification of the body of 

Christ. 

 I really enjoy the Tuesday morning men’s Bible study and 

prayer time.  There are several of us who get together.  We discuss 

the passage of Scripture that I’ll be preaching on the coming 

Sunday.  We also spend time in prayer together for things going on 

in our lives and also praying for things going on in the life of the 

church.  

 I marvel at the one other instructing that goes on in that 

group.  We might not tend to think of it quite in those terms.  But 

that’s what’s happening.  Eric may have a keen insight on a certain 

verse, and he may point us to a couple passages in the Old 

Testament that relate.  Roger may offer a perspective on the text 

based on his experiences as an overseas missionary.  Steve may 

reference something in the writings of Martin Luther, or he may 

share something about his jail ministry.  Jay will sometimes give 

us well-designed prayer guides filled with Scripture.  Guys will 

share about the conversations they had while street witnessing, or 

their plans to reach out to their neighbors, or the discipleship 

relationships they are developing.  Sometimes when we’re 

discussing a passage, there will be some give-and-take between 
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individuals as we wrestle to understand a theological concept.  

We’re refining one another’s thinking on some things.  We’re 

contributing to one another’s biblical understanding.   

 And in other conversations—maybe not in front of the 

group, but in more private dialogues—there are times of gentle 

admonishment, counsel, exhortation.   

 In all these ways, I feel like Paul, wanting to boast in these 

evidences of grace that I see in the life of this church.  And I do 

boast.  I rejoice in the grace that God has poured out on this 

congregation.  I boast in the committed elders and deacons of this 

church who serve sacrificially and joyfully.  I boast in Andrew’s 

ministry among us as the Director of Music, Media and Outreach, 

and Jake’s role as an intern.  Both of these guys are passionate 

about the Gospel and are helping to organize some really 

wonderful ministries.  I boast in the Sunday School teachers of this 

church.  They are faithful.  They love young people.  They are 

grounded in God’s Word.  I boast in the theological depth of this 

congregation.  I love it that so many of you take the time to read 

good books, and you want to discuss them.  I love it that we can 

have in depth theological conversations that matter.  It’s an 

evidence of grace that folks in this church care that much about the 

truth.  I boast in the Christian compassion demonstrated by this 

church.  Through outreach dinners and benevolence ministries and 

providing meals for families and the Mothers of Preschoolers 

program . . . in so many ways I see this church reaching out to help 

and mentor and point people to Christ.      

 And I would encourage you to boast in what God is doing 

among us.  Think on these things.  Count the ways that you can be 

grateful to God for His grace in our lives.  Be attentive to 

evidences of grace that you observe among us, and don’t be shy 

about sharing that with others.  Paul was not shy about his 

boasting.  Neither should we.        

Bold Reminders (verse 15) 

These next two points will be shorter.  Verse 15 is a bit of a 

contrast to verse 14.  In verse 14 he is boasting in the good, God-

given blessings that are evident in the church.  In verse 15 he 

acknowledges that it has still been necessary for him to write to 

them boldly on some points.  Even though they are full of 

goodness, filled with knowledge and able to instruct one another, 

they still need this inspired teaching of the Apostle Paul.   

In the way Paul presents this, we can see something about 

his leadership.  We see his pastoral heart and pastoral wisdom.  
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Paul was bold but tactful.  He was respectful, not unnecessarily 

rude or offensive as he brought words of admonition.  Throughout 

chapters 12-15 he has given many commands.  In chapter 14 and 

the beginning of chapter 15 he gave a lengthy admonition about 

getting along with each other in spite of certain differences.  And 

he was not shy about giving those bold instructions.   

But notice how he characterizes those bold words as 

reminders.  He says, “on some points I have written to you very 

boldly by way of reminder . . .”  He wants to put this into the 

context of his apostolic relationship with them.  The things he is 

telling them are not entirely new.  After all, they are able to 

instruct one another.  It’s not that they need a whole lot of new 

information.  But they do need to be reminded of things they 

already know.   

John Stott writes, “The apostles attached great importance 

to their reminding ministry.  To them had been entrusted the task 

of formulating the gospel and thus of laying the foundations of the 

faith.  Consequently, they kept reminding the churches of the 

original message and calling them back to it.” (Romans, 378)   

Here are a few examples: 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand,” (1 Corinthians 15:1, 

ESV)  

“Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things 

to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.” (Philippians 3:1, 

ESV)  

“Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though 

you know them and are established in the truth that you have.” (2 

Peter 1:12, ESV)  

“This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In 

both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of 

reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy 

prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 

your apostles,” (2 Peter 3:1–2, ESV)  

Just think for a moment about the importance of reminders.  

I don’t know about you, but I need reminders every day, just as a 

practical means of getting things done.  I have a reminder system 

set up on my iCloud calendar so that every day I can look at the 

tasks I need to get done.  And I can record new tasks that need to 

get done.  Without those reminders, I’m sure many things would 

be forgotten.   
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But way more than I need those reminders, I need to be 

reminded of biblical truth.  It’s one thing to forget about a meeting.  

It’s far more concerning if I begin to forget things about my Savior 

and about my new life in Him.  This is why we should read the 

Bible regularly (daily), why we should attend these times of 

gathered worship weekly and hear God’s Word proclaimed.   

Christian knowledge is not something you achieve and then 

never have to acquire any more.  It’s not like you graduate, and 

then you don’t have to take any more classes.  We need reminders.  

We need to immerse ourselves in this great Book which is full of 

reminders for us.  You may be very familiar with the Bible.  You 

may be able to rehearse a great many biblical stories and themes.  

But you will always be in need of reminders. 

Boasting in Gospel Ministry (verses 15-17) 

In verses 15-16 of our text Paul gives a bit of a rationale for 

why he has the authority to give such bold instructions.  It’s 

because God gave him the grace to do so, meaning God, by His 

grace, called Paul specifically to be an apostle to the Gentiles.  

Paul describes his ministry here with priestly imagery.  It’s 

metaphorical.  The picture he’s painting is that of a priest offering 

up a sacrifice.  In this picture Paul is the priest, and the Gentile 

converts are the offering.     

John Stott, commenting on this priestly imagery, says that 

“All evangelists are priests, because they offer their converts to 

God.  Indeed, it is this truth more than any other which effectively 

unites the church’s two major roles of worship and witness.  It is 

when we worship God, glorying in his holy name, that we are 

driven out to proclaim his name to the world.  And when through 

our witness people are brought to Christ, we then offer them to 

God.  Further, they themselves join in his worship, until they too 

go out to witness.  Thus worship leads to witness, and witness to 

worship.  It is a perpetual cycle.” (Romans, 379-80) 

That’s what was happening in Paul’s ministry to the 

Gentiles.  That’s what happens in our ministry as we seek to draw 

others into the worship of our great God.  And as others begin to 

worship the true and living God, they too will begin to seek out 

others who will worship God. 

Paul boasts in this.  In verse 17 he says something that is 

just as shocking as his words in verse 14 where he told the Romans 

that they are “full of goodness.”  He now says in verse 17, “In 

Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God.”  

Again, there may be some who would be inclined to scratch that 
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verse from their Bibles.  This seems to go against so many other 

things we’ve been taught.  Pride is bad, right?! 

Even in this very letter, in chapter 3, he said: “Then what 

becomes of our boasting?  It is excluded” (3:27).  Human boasting 

is excluded because salvation is by faith alone and not by works. 

So what do we make of Paul’s boasting here in chapter 15?  

Well, as I’m calling attention to in the sermon title for today, this is 

Gospel boasting.  What the Gospel most emphatically excludes is 

boasting in ourselves, in anything we might do in our own 

strength. 

But there is another way to boast that is completely in step 

with the Gospel message.  And that is to boast in God and what He 

has done in His great strength.  That’s what Paul is doing here.  

Note the repeated emphasis on God’s work.  And, by the way, it’s 

Trinitarian.  He mentions God (the Father), the Holy Spirit, and 

Christ Jesus.  In verse 15 he speaks of “the grace given me by 

God.”  In verse 16 he speaks of the Gentiles being acceptable, 

“sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”  And in verse 17 he says, “In Christ 

Jesus . . .”   

In the Greek, verse 17 doesn’t actually have the word for 

“work.”  It’s more literally, “I have a boast in Christ Jesus 

concerning things with reference to God.”  I think he does have in 

mind his own ministry which he was just talking about in verse 16.  

I like the NASB translation of verse 17 better than the ESV.  The 

NASB says, “Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for 

boasting in things pertaining to God.”  I think that’s closer to the 

original.  And it’s less likely to be misunderstood as Paul boasting 

in his own strength.  He’s not boasting in anything he’s done in his 

own strength.  He’s boasting in the work of God, who sent His Son 

to die for sinners like us and who sends people out to proclaim this 

Good News and who puts His Spirit inside of those who repent and 

believe.  He’s boasting in what God has done through him, through 

his ministry to the Gentiles.   

So let us imitate this Gospel boasting.  We must never 

boast in ourselves.  But we must boast in the Lord and the work He 

is doing among His people. 


