
Gospel of Mark Chapter 4B  

 

How many of you are old enough to remember the Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau. 

 As a child I was captivated by the magnificent images of God’s creation 

 Dr Cousteau was able to bring things out of the deepest recesses of the ocean right 

into my living room, from the darkness of the sea into the light of my eyes.  

 Today I experience the same childlike awe of discovery when I study the Word of 

God. The Holy Spirit reveals the deep things of God, his eternal nature, his divine 

character as He illuminates the pages of Scripture. 

 

Job experienced the same thing in the darkness of his suffering he understood that God 

alone brings to light things that are hidden. 

Job 12: 22  He uncovers the deeps out of darkness and brings deep darkness to light. 

 

The writer of Hebrews reminds us that the incarnation of Jesus provided us with a vivid 

and living image of the invisible God. And over the centuries the glories of the Kingdom 

of God have come to light through the proclamation of the Gospel.   

 Paul speaks of the mystery of God’s revelation when he writes to the Ephesian 

believers. 

 

Ephesians 3; 7  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, 

which was given me by the working of his power.  8  To me, though I am the very least 

of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ, 9  and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 

ages in God who created all things, 10  so that through the church the manifold wisdom 

of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

 

The next three Parables in the Gospel of Mark share this common thread of illumination. 

In each parable there is a movement from obscurity to clarity. 

1. The Illuminating Nature of the Seed    

2. The Inconspicuous Growth of the Seed   

3. The International Influence of the Seed 

 

The Illuminating Nature of the Seed 

Mark 4:21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a 

bed, and not on a stand? 22  For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is 

anything secret except to come to light. 23  If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

24  And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it 

will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 

25  For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what 

he has will be taken away.” 

 The first question that comes to mind is: what or who is the lamp?? And he said to 

them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket 



There are places in the scripture where the Word of God is spoken of as a light / lamp. 

Psalm 119: 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Psalm 119: 130  The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the 

simple. 

 The purpose of a lamp is to provide illumination. It enables me to see where I am 

walking (Lamp to my feet)  The illumination of the Bible imparts understanding with 

regard to  the things of God. 

 There are other places in the Scripture where God himself is spoken of as a light: 

 

2 Samuel 22: 29  For you are my lamp, O LORD, and my God lightens my darkness. 

 When the Lord Jesus came into the world he came as the “Light of the Word.” 

 

John 8: 12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 Here is Mark ch 4 I believe that Jesus is speaking of his own arrival as the arrival of 

THE (def. art.) LAMP. 

 

Mark 4: 21  And he said to them, “Is a (THE) lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or 

under a bed, and not on a stand? 22  For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; 

nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23  If anyone has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” 

 Although the O.T. foretold in great detail the arrival of the Messiah, the victorious 

King, the Suffering Servant,   

 His arrival was strangely obscure: born in a barn in Bethlehem, laid in feeding 

trough, raised in the town of Nazareth by a simple ordinary family. 

 And yet he came as the light of the world. A light to reveal the utter darkness of 

humanity and the immeasurable grace of the creator. 

 His life, his death and resurrection bring brilliant substance to the obscurity of ancient 

prophecy for those who have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

 

Vs 22: nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to 

come to light. 

 I believe that Jesus is speaking of that future day when “every eye will see him” 

when “every knee will bow.” A day when the governments will be on his shoulders 

and everyone will know that he is the wonderful counselor, almighty God, everlasting 

Father, prince of peace.    ˆ˜the mean time:” 

 

Because the revelation of God moves from obscurity to clarity: 

24  (WE need to)   “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25  For to the one who has, more 

will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 



 Until that time when the glory of God is revealed we MUST “Pay Attention.” Give 

careful consideration to what we are hearing. The more diligence we give to the truth 

we are hearing, the more understanding will be given to us.  

 

When you are raising children, as they learn the basics of alphabet, you move on to 

sounds and they begin sounding out words. 

o After they conquer “See Spot Run” you give them more and more until they 

are reading the Word of God for themselves…. 

 

BUT Like the seed that fell on the beaten path the one who hears but gives no attention 

to the truth will lose even the seed that has been dropped on them. 

 

The writer of Hebrews calls us to pay close attention to what we hear. 

Hebrews 2: 1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest 

we drift away from it. 2  For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable 

and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3  how shall we 

escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it 

was attested to us by those who heard, 

 For those who have ears to hear: The Light of Christ will continue to grow until that 

great day when the sun refuses to shine and Christ is fully revealed coming in the 

clouds with great glory. 

 

2. The Inconspicuous Growth of the Seed 

Mark 4: 26  And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 

ground. 27  He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 

not how. 28  The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain 

in the ear. 29  But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest 

has come.” 

 In this parable, as in the previous one, the Kingdom of God grows from a place of 

obscurity (hidden in the ground) to a place of great fruitfulness and harvest.   

 In this Parable growth takes place inconspicuously, throughout the normal course of 

life, as a divine work of God. 

 

Here the growth of the kingdom of God is compared to watching wheat grow. 

 The seed was planted but we don’t see anything happening!  

o The miracle of germination takes place underground. 

 As Evangelical Believers we share a common experience with the Farmer.  

o We both labor in a variety of soils. (broadcasting the seed of God’s Word in 

the soil of men’s souls) 

o We both broadcast our seeds with great hope of a fruitful harvest. 

o Neither of us can actually bring about new life. (germination or regeneration)  

 So we plant our seed and go to sleep. 



o Both of these sowers are required to wait patiently for the fruit of their labors 

to be revealed. 

o Both of them anticipate a time of great rejoicing at the Harvest.  

 

The inconspicuous growth of the seed of God’s Word takes place in the unseen realm 

where God brings about the miracle of New Birth. 

 Very similar to physical conception, the egg and sperm unite and God creates life in 

the secret place. 

 

Psalm 139:15  My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16  Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as 

yet there were none of them. 

 SO too, the miracle of spiritual life begins when God reveals himself to one who was 

previously dead in sin. Only God can bring spiritual life to a dead sinner. 

 The seed of God’s Word germinates in the heart of man over a period of many days, 

weeks, months…. But all of a sudden one day there is life! 

 In due season the new born believer becomes fruitful and the life of Christ is manifest 

in him.  first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 

 Once again that which begins in the hidden place of the heart grows and becomes 

clear for all to see. 

   

3. The International Influence of the Seed 

 

In this last parable the Kingdom of God is compared to a mustard seed. At the time of 

this writing the Jews considered the mustard seed to be the smallest of all of the seeds. 

But it was not unusual for that small seed to produce a bush that would grow to be 15 

foot tall and 6 foot across. 

Mark 4: 30  And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable shall we use for it? 31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on 

the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32  yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the 

birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 Once again that which begins in obscurity (the tiny, insignificant mustard seed) 

grows and grows until it encompasses people from everywhere in the world. 

 Like the birds who take refuge in the tree, believers from around the globe take 

refuge in Christ. 

 The image of the birds making their nest in the tree  comes from Ezekiel: 

 

Ezekiel 17: 22  Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of 

the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender 

one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 



23  On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce 

fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade 

of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 

 Jesus Christ, the one who was called “The Branch” was planted on the top of Mt 

Calvary in Jerusalem. He is the “Noble Cedar” of Ezekiel and the birds represent 

those who have been redeemed by the grace of God through faith in Christ.  

 This ingathering from the nations, fulfills the prophecy given to Abraham that all of 

the nations of the world will be blessed through him. 

 

So great will be the Kingdom that people from every nation, tribe and people will find 

their rest in it. 

Ezekiel 37:27  My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people.  28  Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies 

Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 

 

To the vast majority of humanity the Kingdom of God remains in virtual obscurity,  

 2 Pet. 3: “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, 

all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 

 

BUT to those in whom the seed of God’s Word has taken root, those who grow in 

wisdom and understanding by the continual use of the Word of God: 

 The Kingdom of God is a reality. (He rules in their lives even now) 

 The Kingdom of God is within them. (By the Spirit he dwells in them) 

 They are awaiting the day when the Kingdom will be established in all of its fullness.     

Daniel writes of that great day: 

 

Daniel 7: 13  I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 

one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 

14  And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, 

and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 

pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

 

Today: THE Kingdom of God is advanced through the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

Remember from last week:   God, Man, Christ, Response. 

 God. God is the creator of all things; He is perfectly holy, worthy of all worship, and 

will punish sin  

 Man. Although initially created good, man fell in sin and became corrupt. From birth, 

all people are alienated from God, hostile to God, and subject to His wrath. 

 Christ. Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man, lived a sinless life, died on the 

cross to bear God’s wrath in the place of all who would believe in him, and rose from 

the grave in order to give his people eternal life  



 Response. God calls everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and trust in Christ in 

order to be saved 

 

The Gospel brings the love, the mercy and the grace of God out of obscurity into clarity 

for all who have ears to hear. 

 

The world around us is experiencing the labor pains that will eventually give birth to the 

fullness of the Kingdom. 

 Wars, rumors of wars,  Famines, Pestilence, spiritual deception… 

 All of these will continue until that great day when the kingdoms of this world 

become the kingdom of our God and of his Christ and he will rule and reign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


