
 

Introduction: Forgiveness is Immediate, but Life is Difficult    vs: Keira Knightley: "If only I wasn't 

an atheist; I could get away with anything. You'd just ask for forgiveness, and then you'd be forgiven." 

I. God’s Great Love for Us 
 

a. Agape Love 

“Charity (agape)….is a love that transcends our humanity. It's the love of God that we see in the life 
of Christ. It's a new kind of love, not known in human experience. The first three loves - affection, 
friendship, and romance - are human loves. The fourth is divine. It's this uniquely Christian love 
that Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 13 when he describes how love acts.”  – Eugene Peterson 
 
“It is a love for the utterly unworthy, a love that proceeds from a God who is love. It is a love 
lavished on others without a thought whether they are worthy or not. It proceeds from the nature 
of the lover, not from any attractiveness in the beloved.” – Leon Morris 

 
b. The Agape Love of Jesus Christ 

“He creates the universe, already foreseeing…the buzzing cloud of flies about the cross, the flayed 
back pressed against the uneven stake, the nails driven through the mesial nerves, the repeated 
incipient suffocation as the body droops, the repeated torture of back and arms as it is time after 
time, for breath's sake, hitched up.” – CS Lewis 

 
c. The Agape Love of Jesus Christ in Action 

II. God’s Great Expectations for Us 

a. Agape Love 

b. Agape Love in Jesus Christ 

“Since believers have been accepted through Christ, their good works are accepted in Christ not as 
though they were in this life perfect in God's sight; but that He, looking upon them in His Son, is 
pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, although accompanied with many weaknesses 
and imperfections.” – WCF 16.6  

 

c. Agape Love in Jesus Christ in Action 

Conclusion: Agape Community in Action, Now to Eternity 

Sermon Outline & Notes 



 

 

1. What is the Scripture text for today’s sermon? 

2. What is the main topic covered in this text?  

3. What is the special word for “love” that Pastor Jon keeps using?  

  _gap_ 

4. Please Copy 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 right here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Discuss with your parents what 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 means in your life. 

Questions 
from today’s sermon 


