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Introduction  

1. This is an “interpretive parenthesis” (10:1-11:14) to prepare us for the final judgment 

sequence (15:1–18:24).  

2. Since Revelation uses considerable symbolism, we must carefully compare this text with 

prophetic texts elsewhere (OT and NT) to see how these symbols are to be understood.  

3. John’s purpose is to demonstrate God’s promise to keep His own in the midst of the spiritual 

war raging in this gospel age (Rev. 3:10; 7:1–8). 

a. The temple is measured (signifying God’s presence and protection), but the outer court is 

left out, which, although belonging to the temple, is to be trampled by those opposing 

Christ and persecuting the saints.  

b. The trampling of the outer court is to continue for 42 months (the church age) until “the 

times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  

4. We must not see this temple as a literal temple in Jerusalem but understand that the NT has 

redefined the temple to mean the people of God—the church (Rev. 3:12). 

5. The vision of the measuring of the temple is designed to introduce the two witnesses of 

verses 3–13. 

I. Who the Witnesses Are 

1. The identification of the witnesses (v 4). 

a. They are witnesses (martyrs, 2:13, 17:6) with the testimony (martyria) of Jesus (1:2, 9; 

12:17; 19:10; 20:4). Jesus is the faithful witness (1:5). 

b. They are represented as two olive trees (anointed by the Spirit for service), two lampstands 

(giving light in the darkness), and two OT prophets, Elijah and Moses (whose witness was 

confirmed by miracle power from God).  

c. Their number, two, speaks of the corporate prophetic witness of the church.  

1) The OT law demanded a minimum of two witnesses for just judgment (Num. 35:30; 

Deut. 17:6, 19:15).  

2) It also speaks of the uniting of royal and priestly offices in the Branch, as prefigured by 

Zerubbabel and Joshua (v. 4; Zechariah 4), assuring the completion of the post-exilic 

temple. 

2. The appearance of the witnesses: they wear sackcloth (v. 3) as prophets, depicting mourning 

in the face of judgment (Jer. 4:8; 6:26; Matt. 11:21). 

3. They have ability to “harm” their opponents with “fire” that pours from their mouths (v. 5).  

a. This may refer to the unfettered power of the Word in their witness (Jer. 5:14; 23:29; Isa. 

11:4). 

b. It may also mean that “harm” comes from the ability of the witness to counter the 

arguments of the pagans, as seen in Elijah on Carmel (2 Kings 1:10).  

4. The location of the witness: the great city (v. 8), the earthly Jerusalem identified with 

mystery Babylon (11:8; 16:9; 17:18; 18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21). 



a. The trampled “outer court” is found in the holy city, the church/New Jerusalem (v. 2; cf. 

Heb. 12:22–24).  

b. The great city (old Jerusalem) represents fierce opposition to Christ and His mission that 

began in Jerusalem and continues in every age through its various forms, including 

apostate churches, religions, and pagan governments (2 Thess. 2:1–16).  

c. Jerusalem stands for human rebellion against God and, thus, violent resistance to His 

message and messengers. They killed the prophets God sent them (Luke 11:47, 49; 13:33, 

34, Matt. 23:29–31, 34).Stephen was the first Christian martyr, and he was killed in 

Jerusalem after he, too, pointed to their bloody history (Acts 7:52).  

d. Jerusalem is “symbolically” (spiritually) “called Sodom and Egypt.” Sodom represents the 

apex of human depravity, a city where men gave themselves over to sinful flesh (Matt. 

11:23, 24). Egypt represents the power of the supernatural in devotion to religion and false 

gods, notably Osiris (Jer. 44:8).  

5. The duration of their witness: 1260 days (v. 3) cf. 42 months (v. 2).  

a. 3
1/2

 years was the period of judgment on Israel in the days of Elijah (James 5:17; Luke 

4:25). 

b. Daniel’s tribulation is for “times, time, and half a time” (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; 11, 12). 

c. Thus, it is apparently a symbolic reference to the period between Christ’s death, 

resurrection, and ascension until His Second Coming (Dan. 9:25–27).*  

II. Their Invincible Witness  

1. The two witnesses are the whole church, representing God’s righteousness in a sinful world, 

proclaiming truth against Satan’s lies and deception (5:10). 

a. Their deaths confirm this (11:7 cf. 13:7; also 11:9 cf. 13:7), apparently being defeated by 

the ones they oppose (Dan. 7:21–27).  

b. They are raised to vindicate their message; the saints of 13:7 are the witnesses of 11:7 

(Ezek. 37:5, 10).  

2. These two cannot be harmed until their mission is complete, but when that is done, 

a. The beast-system (an unholy alliance of Jews and Gentiles empowered by the dragon to 

eradicate the church) rises from the abyss in order to destroy them (Rev. 12:17).  

b. The world celebrates, refusing to let them be buried, shaming them by putting them on 

public display and celebrating their demise (1 Sam. 31:8–13).  

c. After 3½ days, the time that Satan has his vicious but futile rampage, God will raise them 

and catch them up into heaven as their enemies look on (vv. 11, 12). There follows a great 

earthquake that destroys a tenth of the city and kills 7,000 citizens (v. 13; Ezek. 38:19). 

Great fear will fall upon the earth dwellers (Rev. 11:11), who will reluctantly give God 

glory (Josh 7:19; Jer. 13:16; John 9:24; Rev. 14:7).  

Use  

1. It should be a great encouragement to God’s people that He has determined to build His 

temple and to complete it, even in the midst of terrible opposition. The saints are to 

persevere (Luke 18:1–8). 

2. Lukewarm Christians and Sunday church attendees are somehow out of place in the scenes 

we have just witnessed. How does your Christian experience fit you for this spiritual battle 

now and to come? What will you do when Satan wars against you (Rev. 12:17). 


