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Matthew 26:57-27:10 “Jesus Alone: Before the Council”  October 11, 2015 (Peter) 

Leviticus 24:10-23 

Psalm 35:1-13, 17-18, 27-28 

 

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. 

 In Leviticus 24 we hear that the penalty for blasphemy was death. 

 When Jesus comes before the Council  

  they will determine that he deserves to die because of his alleged blasphemy. 

 

 Blasphemy is slander against God. 

  It is a defiant irreverence. 

   

In the presence of the chief priests and the elders of Israel 

 Jesus suggests that he is not only Israel’s Messiah, 

  but that he is Israel’s God. 

 

 They will accuse him of blasphemy – and thus order that he be put to death. 

 

Our Psalm of response is Psalm 35. 

 Psalm 35 speaks of the pain and frustration that comes  

when others bear false witness against you! 

  

 You may wonder – 

  how can I sing Psalm 35? 

 No one is currently slandering me! 

 

Psalm 35 is the song of Jesus as he faces the Sanhedrin – 

  the Jewish Council. 

 We can always sing Psalm 35 with Jesus! 

  Because Jesus sang it for us. 

 

And just as Jesus entrusted himself to his Father –  

a God who judges justly – 

  so also we should entrust ourselves to God. 

 

 

Sing Psalm 35:1-13, 17-18, 27-28 

Read Matthew 26:57-27:10 

 

Here, in the midst of his helplessness – as he has apparently been defeated by his foes – 

 we hear the clearest statement of who Jesus is: 

  the three titles of Messiah – Son of God – and Son of Man 

   are all applied to Jesus – 

 

  and he accepts them. 
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In the first part of our passage Matthew weaves together the story of Jesus before the Sanhedrin 

 and the story of Peter before the servants. 

 

In the second part of our passage, Matthew contrasts the verdict against Jesus 

 with the self-proclaimed verdict against Judas. 

 

 

 

1. Jesus and Peter: The Trial (26:57-75) 

 a. Jesus Before the Council (v57-68) 

  i) The False Witnesses: Jesus Remains Silent (v59-63a) 
57 

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the elders had gathered. 
58 

And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of 

the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end.  

 

 

Notice how Matthew sets this up! 

In verses 57-58 Jesus and Peter are both on trial. 

 

 So far, Peter is holding true to his word: 

  though all others fall away, Peter is still following Jesus! 

  

 He has come “to see the end.” 

 

 But as we saw last time –  

  no one else but Jesus can survive this night.  

 

Because where Jesus will stand firm – both in his silence and in his speech – 

 Peter will crumble. 

  His silence and his speech both fall short. 

 

First, we look at Jesus: 

 
59 

Now the chief priests and the whole council
[h]

 were seeking false testimony against Jesus that 

they might put him to death, 
60 

but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.  

 

The Jewish authorities did not have the legal right to put someone to death. 

 In the book of Acts we hear of the lynching of Stephen – 

  but that was the act of a spontaneous mob, 

   not a judicial trial carried out by the priests. 

 

 They could do that with Stephen, because Stephen was a minor figure. 

  

Jesus of Nazareth has too large a following. 

 Just a few days ago there were crowds calling Jesus “the Son of David.” 
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  So the Sanhedrin wants to get rid of Jesus in a way that will prevent an uprising. 

 

And for that, crucifixion is perfect. 

  Deuteronomy 21:23 said that a person who is hanged on a tree is cursed by God. 

  The Romans by this point had learned that if you want to quell a Jewish uprising 

   crucify the leaders. 

  If they are hanged on a tree, then they are cursed by God – 

   and if they are cursed by God, then they cannot be the Messiah – 

    right?! 

 

 And so now the chief priests and elders want to make sure that Jesus gets crucified – 

  and the only way to do that is to get the Roman governor involved. 

 

So the “trial” before the Council is where the Jewish authorities will try to figure out 

 how to come up with a charge against Jesus that will stick in Pilate’s court. 

 

In this way, the Council functions more as a “grand jury” would today: 

 they are examining the case against Jesus 

  to see if they can prosecute him before Pilate. 

 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel we have seen the official opposition to Jesus. 

 They object to his views on Sabbath observance,  

his claim to forgive sins, 

and his mixing with “sinners.” 

 They have accused him of being in league with the devil 

  and ignoring the purity laws. 

 

None of these, however, would be sufficient to convince the Roman governor 

 to sentence Jesus to death! 

 

Certainly his claim to forgive sins would be blasphemous to the Jews, 

 but the Romans wouldn’t care. 

 

They need testimony that will demonstrate that Jesus is dangerous – 

 a threat to the established order of Jewish society  

  (and therefore a matter of concern to Rome).   

 

At last two came forward 
61 

and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, 

and to rebuild it in three days.’”  

 

Aha! 

 That’s it! 

  An attack on the temple would certainly be a threat to the order of Jewish society. 

 Jews might squabble about everything else – 

  but an attempt to destroy the temple would unite the Jews! 
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After all, Jesus did say, “destroy this temple, and I will raise it up in three days.” (John 2:19-22) 

 

 They are only false witnesses because they twist Jesus’ words. 

 They make it sound like Jesus is talking about raising up the earthly temple – 

  when in fact he was referring to his own body. 

 

But think about it. 

 Whose temple is it? 

  God’s. 

 Who has the authority to destroy God’s temple? 

 

 God had made it clear that so long as he was present in his temple, 

  no earthly power could destroy the temple. 

  

 Only God could destroy his temple! 

 

So, if Jesus has said that he will destroy the temple, 

 then he is claiming to be Israel’s God. 

 

Further, from the standpoint of the priests, if Jesus has in fact made threats against the temple, 

 if he is scheming to destroy the most holy place on earth – 

  the place where earth and heaven meet! – 

  and also the place that keeps Israel quiet and peaceful! –  

 then he is also a dangerous revolutionary that should concern the Roman governor! 

 
62 

And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these 

men testify against you?”
[i]

 
63 

But Jesus remained silent.  

 

This is a serious charge. 

 Six hundred years before there were prophets who had been put to death 

  simply for prophesying the destruction of the temple! 

 But God had condemned Israel for refusing to listen to the prophets! 

 

 If Jesus is simply prophesying, then the priests would be reluctant to kill him. 

 

 But the charge is that Jesus has claimed that he himself will destroy the temple. 

 

Why does Jesus remain silent? 

 He could explain it all to them – 

  but he will not waste his breath on fools! 

 He is not here to teach them  

  (and they are not here to learn from him!). 

 

So the high priest takes charge. 

 He knows how to use his power and influence! 
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  ii) The High Priest’s Oath: Jesus Speaks (v63b-64) 

And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the 

Son of God.”  

 

The high priest calls Jesus to answer  

 

All through Matthew’s gospel Jesus has been careful to avoid this title. 

He did not want people to think of him as the Christ 

 precisely because as soon as he claimed to be the Christ 

 his “hour” would come! 

 

But Jesus’ actions in the triumphal entry where he claimed to be the heir of David, 

 and his cleansing the temple – proclaiming his authority over “their” space – 

 prompts the high priest to summarize what he understands Jesus to be saying. 

 

And while he remained silent before, 

 now he speaks! 

 
64 

Jesus said to him, “You have said so.  

 

 Jesus is not being evasive. 

 Rather, he is saying, “Yes, I am – but not in the sense that you mean. 

  So let me explain it for you”! 

 

 If he wanted to be evasive, he would not have continued: 

 

But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

This is the most damning thing he could possibly have said! 

  

 I am the Christ. 

 I am the Son of God! 

 

 And not just that, 

  you will see me seated on the throne of David at the right hand of the Father. 

 I am the heir of David – 

  not merely of David’s earthly throne, 

  but of the heavenly throne. 

 

 I will destroy this earthly temple, and build a heavenly one. 

  

 Jesus weaves together images from Psalm 110 and Daniel 7. 

  We have already seen in Matthew 24-25 

that Jesus identifies himself as the Son of Man of Daniel’s vision – 

in which case, the “coming” is not a coming to earth, 
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 but a coming to the right hand of the Father. 

 Jesus is claiming that the high priest and the Sanhedrin  

will see him coming with the clouds of heaven to the right hand of God. 

 

 How will they see it? 

 

Some will see it in the resurrection of Jesus – and in his ascension. 

 

 But the high priest and the Sanhedrin are not witnesses of that. 

 

 How will they see the vindication of Jesus? 

  Forty years later, 

   their temple – their house – will lie in ruins; 

   and his temple – his house – will be spreading like wildfire  

throughout the Roman world and beyond! 

  

 This is why Jesus spoke of the destruction of the temple in Matthew 24-25 

  with the language of Daniel 7. 

 

 When the temple is destroyed and the Jews are scattered,  

  while the church of Jesus Christ flourishes and grows, 

   that is the vindication of the Son of Man – 

  as he inherits the Kingdom of his father David, 

  as the glory of the nations floods into the heavenly Jerusalem. 

 

But all of this depends on whether Jesus is who he says he is! 

 If you don’t believe him, then you should respond like the high priest: 

 

  iii) The Judgment of the Council: He Deserves Death (v65-68) 

 
65 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further 

witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 
66 

What is your judgment?” They 

answered, “He deserves death.”  

 

This is a no-brainer!  

 

Jesus has said that they will see him sitting at the right hand of God. 

 He has claimed that he will be the ruler and judge at God’s right hand 

  who will execute judgment over the nations – 

  and over them. 

 

In other words, they understand Jesus to be claiming a higher authority than the priests – 

 a greater authority than the temple. 

 

Either it is true or it is blasphemy! 
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67 
Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 

68 
saying, “Prophesy to us, 

you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

 

Jesus begins to feel in his own body the judgment that he has come to bear. 

 

But it is precisely here that Matthew returns us to Peter, sitting outside. 

 

Jesus has stood firm. 

He has confessed the truth before men. 

 

Peter came here to see how it would end.  

 What will Peter do? 

 

b. Peter Before the Rooster (26:69-75) 
69 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.  

 

Peter has done better than the others. 

 At least Peter is here. 

But when called upon to testify to the truth, 

 Peter’s courage fails him. 

 

As we saw last time, “the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” 

 But no flesh besides Jesus will be able to endure the evil power of that night. 

 

It starts with a slave girl – just one person (and the lowest and most menial).  

 

And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”  

 

 This time the servant girl accuses him before others. 

 When the false witnesses testified against Jesus, 

  he was silent. 

 

 When the servant girl bears true witness against Peter, 

  he denies his Lord and Master. 

 
70 

But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 
71 

And when he went 

out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was 

with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72 

And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.”  

 

The high priest had called Jesus to swear an oath to his identity. 

 Peter now uses an oath to deny his connection to Jesus. 

 

 Jesus had said in the Sermon on the Mount “Do not swear an oath” – 

  but let your yes be yes and your no be no. 

  

Have you ever found yourself in this situation? 



 8

 You found yourself in a tight spot, 

  so you told a small lie – 

  really, just an “evasion” (I do not know what you mean!). 

 But then someone else chimed in – 

  and now you either need to admit that you were wrong, 

  or you need to double down and try to make your lie stick! 

 

When you are caught denying who you are (in Christ), 

 there is no other way but repentance! 

If you have been denying Jesus in your words or deeds, 

 turn away from your sin – and turn to Jesus. 

 

Peter gets a third chance: 

 
73 

After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of 

them, for your accent betrays you.” 
74 

Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, 

“I do not know the man.”  

 

 Now the whole group come against him, 

  and rather than own the truth and confess the Christ, 

  Peter denies him – 

   and worse yet, he starts cursing and swearing. 

  

 Normally when one is invoking a curse on oneself 

  the reflexive pronoun is used (in Acts 23, for instance). 

 Literally this should be translated, 

  “But he began to curse and to swear…” 

 

 Who is he cursing? 

  It is possible that Peter was cursing himself,  

   but that is not what the grammar suggests. 

 

 He should have confessed Jesus as Lord, 

 But instead he curses.  

 

Paul says that “no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says ‘Jesus be cursed.’” 

 But then again, Peter was not speaking in the Spirit of God that night! 

 

As Jerome once said, 

 “Lacking the power of the Spirit, Saint Peter trembled at the voice of a maidservant. 

 With the Spirit, he withstood princes and kings” (220) 

 

And immediately the rooster crowed. 
75 

And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the 

rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

What have I done?! 
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 I said that I would follow Jesus! 

 I said that I would die for him! 

   

But on that accursed night, Peter denied his Lord three times. 

 This is the last that we will hear of Peter in Matthew’s gospel. 

 

 Matthew has told us in Matthew 16 that Jesus has said  

  “on this rock I will build my church” – 

   so Matthew assumes that we know about the restoration of Peter. 

 But the last we hear of Peter in Matthew’s gospel are these words: 

 

  “And he went out and wept bitterly.” 

 

When you have denied Jesus, 

 when you have sinned grievously against him – 

  this is where you need to be – with Peter – 

   weeping bitterly over your sin! 

 

Because Matthew shows us that there is only one other alternative: 

 and that is the path of Judas. 

 

3. Jesus and Judas: The Verdict (27:1-10) 

 a. The Verdict of the Chief Priests and Elders (27:1-2) 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus 

to put him to death. 
2 

And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the 

governor. 

 

Finally Pilate is named. 

 

In the Apostles’ Creed we declare that Jesus: “suffered under Pontius Pilate.” 

 

Of all the famous people in history, 

 only Pilate makes it into the Creed! 

 

Not Moses, not David – not even Adam or Eve! 

 Just Jesus and Pontius Pilate! 

 

This is because the suffering of Jesus happened in history. 

 God entered our world. 

 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us – in a particular time and place. 

 

 “He suffered under Pontius Pilate.” 

 

But then a curious thing happens: 

 

b. Judas Before the Elders (27:3-10) 
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3 
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus

[a]
 was condemned, he changed his mind and 

brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 
4 

saying, “I have sinned 

by betraying innocent blood.”  

 

It seems pretty clear that Judas does this after the trial before Pilate. 

 But Matthew puts this here – 

  in order for us to see the contrast between Peter and Judas. 

 

Why did Judas change his mind? 

 Matthew doesn’t tell us – so I won’t speculate. 

 But he comes back to the chief priests and the elders 

  and gives them their money back – 

   declaring that Jesus is innocent. 

 

They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 

 

 You want to do something about it? 

 Don’t ask us! 

 

 
5 

And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged 

himself. 
6 

But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into 

the treasury, since it is blood money.” 
7 

So they took counsel and bought with them the potter's 

field as a burial place for strangers. 
8 

Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to 

this day.  

 

Now, in the book of Acts we are told that Judas purchased a piece of land with the money 

and fell down and burst open and died. 

 

Here we are told that Judas returned the money and hanged himself, 

 and then the priests purchased the land with the money. 

 

I’ve seen various efforts at reconciling these passages – 

 some work better than others – 

  but the point in both passages is that Judas’s remorse led to his death. 

 

Godly sorrow leads to repentance – and life. 

Worldly sorrow leads to death. 

 

Peter denied Jesus – and cursed him. 

Judas betrayed Jesus – betraying innocent blood. 

 

Why is one forgiven rather than the other? 

 We left Peter weeping bitterly over his sin. 

 

We leave Judas swinging from a tree. 
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9 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the 

thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of 

Israel, 
10 

and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 

This is a remarkable combination of texts, 

 weaving together Jeremiah visit to the potter in Jeremiah 18-19,  

the valuation of the prophet at thirty pieces of silver from Zechariah 11:12-13, 

and Jeremiah’s purchase of a field in Jeremiah 32. 

 

Once again we see how all of scripture comes together in the life and death of Jesus. 

 

While Peter weeps bitterly over his denial of Jesus, 

 Judas will embrace the path of despair. 

 

 

 

 

Our closing hymn is TH 248 “Ah, Holy Jesus” 

 In the second stanza, we take these words upon our lips: 

2. Who was the guilty who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 

'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee: I crucified thee. 

 

 It was not Peter alone who denied Jesus. 

 Peter may have been the one who stood there – 

  but I was there too. 

 

As Johann Heermann continues: 

 

3. Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath 

suffered: for man's atonement, while he nothing heedeth, God intercedeth. 

 

In that night there was no one who stayed awake. 

In that night there was no one who stood by the Savior. 

 

4. For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation: thy death 

of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 

 

For me. 

And so Heermann concludes: 

 

5. Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, think 

on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 

 

 


