
James 5:7-8 
In the Meantime 

 
“You will have tribulation … 
 
I. The Need for Patience 
 A. Our Spiritual Ancestors 
 B. Our Contemporary Counterparts 
 C. Our Personal Circumstances 
 
II. Hope Heal Out 
 A. God’s Justice 
 B. Christ’s Return 
 
III. In the Meantime 
 A. Consider the Outcome 
 B. Establish Your Hearts 
 
… but I have overcome.” 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Does the Bible ever teach that living the Christian life will be easy? 
2. Why did the people in James’ day need to be encouraged to be patient? 
3. When will all believer’s struggles finally be over? 
4. Many Christians throughout the world suffer terribly because they believe 
in Jesus. Will you pray for some of them with your family today? 
5. What will help strengthen Christians in their faith in the face of trouble? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Though Troubles Assail 
It almost seems to come as a surprise to Christians living in the U.S. when 
we are persecuted in any way, shape or form. We can be thankful indeed 
that most of us have not experienced overt personal or institutional 
antagonism toward us a result of following Christ. But the fact of the matter 
is that is not the norm and it may become less so in the future. There is not 
promise in the Bible that God’s people will be coddled or even tolerated by 
an unbelieving world. The time between the coming of Christ and His return 
will be a challenge for Christians throughout the world to some degree, and 
no disciple of Christ should expect to be exempted. Let’s remember to pray 
for those who are suffering intensely for their faith. At the same time let’s 
make sure that we are regularly “establishing our hearts” in the faith by 
pursing the means of grace God has given to us so that, whatever trials may 
come, we may stand firm in the Lord and not shrink back in the day of 
trouble.  
 


