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KJV – Revelation 12:1-17 

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-7                                                                                                                    
“The Woman of Revelation 12” 

Introduction: 

     Who or what does this woman of Revelation chapter number 12 represent? The Christian 
community has debated this for years, but if we let Scripture interpret Scripture it is very clear who 
this woman represents. So in order to find out whom this woman is, we are going to first look at it 
and examine who this woman is not! First let us read the text from Revelation chapter 12. 

Revelation 12:1-17 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
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10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them 
before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of 
the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time. 

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child. 

14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into 
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to 
be carried away of the flood. 

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood 
which the dragon cast out of his mouth. 

17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

     There are many events that are recorded here in Revelation chapter 12, however our focus for 
this lesson is going to be on the woman only and as it is clearly seen in the text that Satan has 
declared an all out war against this woman and her seed.  

Verses 1 and 2 describe the woman; verse three and four tells about the initial fall of Satan and the 
fall of 1/3 of the stars of heaven, which were the non-elect angels. Yes my friend the glorious 
doctrine of election spans even into the angelic realm. Then we have in verses five and six that 
record the about how Satan sought to kill the man child of the woman, but her child was caught up 
unto God, and to His throne. Also in verse six of this same section it speaks of the woman having to 
flee into a place prepared for her for 1,260 days. Now just in case you are wondering that is 3 ½ 
years. So verse six goes with verses 13 through 17.  

     Then from verses seven through 12 tells of a future event that will occur at the 3 ½ year mark of 
the Great Tribulation when Satan is totally banned from Heaven and his angels He is then restricted 
to the earth and Hades. Verses 13 through 17 record the last 3 ½ years of the Great Tribulation, in 
which Satan the great red dragon will seek to totally destroy the woman and make war with the 
remnant of her seed. But who or what does this woman represent? Well we will first look at who 
she does not represent. There are three other symbolic women that appear in the book of 
Revelation. We will look at the first in Revelation chapter number two.  
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Revelation 2:20 

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols. 

     This woman here is referred to as Jezebel, probably a pseudonym for a woman  who influenced 
the church in the way Jezebel had influenced the Old Testament Jews into idolatry and immorality. 
“But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, 
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel” (I Kings 21:25-26). 

     So therefore we can conclude from the Scripture this first woman is the opposite of the picture of 
the woman in Revelation chapter 12. Who does the woman of Revelation chapter two symbolize? 

1. Jezebel, who represents paganism and idolatry (Revelation 2:20). 

     Then there is the second woman mentioned in Revelation chapter number 17. This woman is 
described as a Scarlet woman.  

Revelation 17:3-6 

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

     Here in this portion of the text of the Holy Scriptures the Holy Spirit transports John into the 
wilderness (a deserted, lonely, desolate, wasteland), this may have been perhaps to give him a 
better understanding of the vision of the woman. The harlot of Babylon, colored in purple and 
scarlet which was customary for Roman prostitutes to wear a headband with their name on it. 
Notice what John saw in verse five, this same type of depiction. This woman was in direct contrast 
to the woman in Revelation chapter 12.  

     The woman in chapter twelve is a direct enemy of Satan that great red dragon, yet the woman in 
Revelation chapter 17 is a direct enemy of God. She has been made drunk with the blood of the 
saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. So who does she symbolize? 
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2. The Scarlet Woman symbolizing the apostate church (Revelation 17:3-6). 

     Now for that third woman listed in the book of Revelation, however she is listed as the wife of the 
Lamb. It is clear, without a doubt as to who this woman is; she pictures the bride of the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  

Revelation 19:7-8 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready. 

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of saints. 

     The Hebrew wedding custom included three phases: 

(1) The Betrothal; the betrothal was often times completed when the couple were very young 
children, this marriage betrothal was arranged by the fathers of the children. 

 
(2) The Presentation; oftentimes the presentation consisted of festivities that would often last 

for several days. The festivities preceded the ceremony. 
 

(3) The Ceremony; the actual wedding ceremony itself would consist of the exchanging of the 
vows and the union. 

 
     Understanding Jewish culture and their customs along with who this woman represents helps us 
to understand a little more about the events after the Rapture of the Church. The Church, “the Bride 
of Christ,” was betrothed to Christ by His Sovereign choice in eternity past, by God’s Sovereign 
decree of Election. She will be presented to Him at the Rapture.  
  
     The final supper will signify the end of the ceremony. This symbolic meal will signify the end of 
the three phases of the complete process of the union; the betrothal, the presentation and the 
ceremony. The symbolic meal known as the Marriage Supper of the Lamb will take place at the 
establishment of the Millennial Kingdom and last throughout that 1,000 year period.  

3. The Wife of the Lamb symbolizing the New Testament Church (Revelation 19:7-8). 

     So we have looked at three of the four woman listed in the book of Revelation to see who this 
woman is not. But that still leaves the question of who is she? The great wonder or the sign, which 
is a symbol pointing to something else. A woman which is a symbol, like the other three women 
listed, she is not an actual woman, but a symbolic representation. This woman of Revelation chapter 
number twelve is a symbol of the elect of the nation of Israel, pictured in the Old Testament as the 
wife of God. 

Isaiah 54:5-6 

5 For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 
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6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when 
thou wast refused, saith thy God. 

    Israel is also pictured in several other verses throughout the Old Testament as the wife of God 
such as: Jeremiah 3:6-8; Jeremiah 31:32; Ezekiel 16:32 and Hosea 2:16. This seven year tribulation 
period is known as Daniel’s 70th week in which God will deal directly with Israel again, so that 
means that the New Testament Church will be gone. This woman here, does not represent the 
church, this is clear from the context referring to the remnant of Israel. This symbolically picture is 
a picture of Israel as “Jacob” as the Sun, the Moon represents “Rachael.” Upon her head was a crown 
with 12 stars, representing the 12 tribes of the Nation of Israel.  

     This woman brought forth a child, who was (future tense) to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 
This child was none other than the LORD Jesus Christ, which was caught up unto God, and to His 
throne. So clearly in its context, the “woman” is the elect, righteous remnant of the Nation of Israel 
found in Revelation chapter number twelve. God Bless you. 

 


