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Romans 1:14–17 

14  I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.  

15  So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.  

16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  

17  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The 

just shall live by faith.”  

 

The Importance of the Gospel Preached 

Romans 1:15-17 

 

INTRO: 

 

 This Saturday is All Hallows Eve. On October 31 in 1517, Martin Luther nailed 95 propositions 

for debate written in Latin to the door of the Wittenberg chapel church. This was the beginning of 

the Protestant Reformation. The key verses that began Luther’s turning the church back to the 

Bible were the very verses we are going to explore today. 

 

 Paul unveiled his goal in verse 15,  

“So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in 

Rome also.”  
The Apostle Paul wanted to proclaim the Gospel to people who had never heard it. He also 

wanted to preach it in Rome also. Why was this so important? Paul gave two reasons. First, he 

wanted to preach the Gospel because He knew the nature of the Gospel. Second, because what 

the Gospel revealed. 

 

  I. God’s Power Shown in the Gospel (v.16) 

II. God’s Righteousness Revealed in the Gospel (v.17) 

 

I. God’s Power Shown in the Gospel (v.16) 

 

Romans 1:16    “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 

Greek.”  

 

A. The beginning word “for” introduced the first reason Paul was anxious to preach the 

Gospel in Rome and everywhere. He was willing to preach the Gospel because he was not 
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ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel because he knew the 

Lord Jesus Christ who is the whole of that Gospel.  

2 Timothy 1:11–12    “To which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a 

teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I 

am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is 

able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”  

 

B. In our text in Romans 1, Paul offered another reason for not be ashamed of the Gospel. 

“For it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes.”  
 

1. The Gospel is the transforming power of God into salvation for everyone who 

believes. The Gospel is powerful. Paul said before in 1 Corinthians 1:18 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  

 

2. Why is it “the power of God?”  The Gospel is the power of God because, through 

the Gospel God resurrects the one dead in Christ and changes him from the inside out. 

In Ephesians 2, Paul taught us that we were all dead in our trespasses and sins, but 

God made us alive.  

Ephesians 2:4–5    “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”  

This is the power of God in the Gospel displayed in our lives. 

 

C. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel, because he knew it was the power of God unto 

salvation for all who believe. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel because in the Gospel the 

righteousness of God is revealed in the Gospel. 

 

II. God’s Righteousness Revealed in the Gospel (v.17) 

 

Romans 1:17    “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 

as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”  

 

A. Luther’s big struggle was in understanding what “the righteousness of God” meant. 

At first Luther thought “the righteousness of God” meant the attribute of God’s 

absolute righteousness. God’s native righteousness which makes Him just and holy. 

However, Luther discovered “the righteousness of God” meant the righteousness that 

God imputes to sinners. The verses that makes this clearest are found in Philippians 3:8-9.  

“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count 

them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own 
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righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness which is from God by faith.”  

 

B. We are saved when God imputes the righteousness of Christ to our account.  

2 Corinthians 5:21    “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.”   
We access this salvation by faith. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 

the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

 

C. The part of this statement which stirs up controversy is the phrase, “from faith to 

faith.”  The Greek says literally, “out of faith into faith.”  This is really not that difficult to 

understand if we see the initial faith of conversion moves into the sustaining and growing 

faith of sanctification. 

Philippians 1:6    “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 

good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  
God’s righteousness is seen in the Righteousness of Christ was imputed to our accounts. It is 

also made visible when we who are initially converted and indwelt by the Holy Spirit are 

changed into His image by the inworking of the Holy Spirit of God.  

 

What Do We Do with This? 

 

1. Rejoice in the fact that God used our forefathers to preach to others who could proclaim 

to us a Christ who would deliver us from the wrath of a Holy God by coming and dying for 

our sins and rising on the third day. 

 

2. We must also not be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. We do that by having a living 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ who is the embodiment of the Gospel. Are we like 

the Apostle Paul not ashamed because we know Whom we believe? 

 

3. Are we not ashamed of the Gospel because we are convinced it is the power of God unto 

salvation for all who believe? 

 

4. Are we persuaded that God is glorified in the Gospel because in it the righteousness of 

God is revealed? 

 


