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1. Jesus is the Messiah. (18-20) 
 
18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He 
questioned them, saying, “Who do the people say that I am?” 19 They answered and said, “John 
the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again.” 
20 And He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered and said, “The 
Christ of God.” – Luke 9:18-20 
 
Messiah means ‘the Anointed One’ who was promised in the OT to be the deliverer of God’s 
people and to usher in the kingdom of God. The Messiah was going to come to save God’s 
people from their enemies and to satisfy God’s people with His good reign over their lives. 
Unfortunately, most people’s expectations were centered on salvation from human enemies 
rather than from sin and satisfaction in freedom from the tyranny of human government rather 
than the reign of God over their lives. 
 
The Messiah is the Savior. (Jeremiah 23:5-6; Isaiah 53 – The Servant of the LORD) 
 
The Messiah is the Satisfier. (Isaiah 61; Daniel 7:9-14 – The Son of Man) 
 
2. The Messiah must die. (21-22) 
 
21 But He warned them and instructed them not to tell this to anyone, 22 saying, “The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed 
and be raised up on the third day.” – Luke 9:21-22 
 
As a result, it was shocking news for the disciples and the rest of the people that the Messiah 
would have to die! In light of their expectations, there was no reason that the Messiah must die. 
But the true nature of the Messiah’s rescue and reign required the cross. 
 
Why must Jesus die? (22) 
 
In order for God to keep His Word. (Luke 22:37; 24:44) 
 
In order for anyone to be saved. (John 3:14; Acts 4:12) 
 
3. The followers of the Messiah must die. (23) 
23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 For what is a man profited if 



he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the 
Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I say to you truthfully, there are some of those standing here 
who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” – Luke 9:23-27 
Not only was it shocking to hear that the Messiah must die, it was even more disturbing to hear 
that those who were the followers of the Messiah must die as well! And not only that, but if they 
did not die they could not be saved! How could this be good news? 
 
What must we do to be saved? (23) 
 
The must of faith alone. (Acts 16:30-31; Hebrews 11:6; Romans 3:28; Luke 18:9-14) 
 
The must of good works. (Acts 9:6; Titus 3:14; Ephesians 2:8-10; James 2:14-26) 
 
How must we lose our life? (24-27) 
 
Jesus said we must lose our lives to be saved. This sounds like salvation by works or by 
martyrdom. We know this is not the gospel. So if losing our life is not a way to earn our 
salvation, then what is it? It is a way of speaking of pursuing love. Pursuing love means losing 
my life! But there are two senses in which we must lose our lives as those who rest in Jesus. 
 
Be willing to suffer and even die for the name of Christ. 
 

Embrace the sovereign will of God (suffering). (Acts 9:16; Acts 14:22; Philippians 1:29; 
Romans 8:28-39) 

 
Be willing to die daily to your will to do God’s will. 
 

Embrace the revealed will of God (Word). (Acts 5:29; Luke 2:49; 1 Thessalonians 4:1; 
Matthew 7:13-27) 

 
 If we keep our life, we lose it; but if we lose our life, we save it. (24) 
 There is nothing gained if we gain the whole world but lose our souls. (25) 
 If we avoid rejection because of Jesus, we will be rejected by Jesus. (26) 
 The cost of following Jesus in this world is nothing compared to the reward of the 

kingdom. (27) 
 
Know and believe the love of God. (1 John 4:15-21) 
 
Pursue love. (1 Corinthians 13; 14:1) 
 
Embrace God’s priorities (Life in the Body). (Matthew 6:33; 1 John 3:14-23) 


