
John the Baptist’s Record

John 1:19-37 And this is the record of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, 

Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; 

but confessed, 

I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What then? Art 

thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. 

Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said 

they unto him, 

Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them 

that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
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23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet 

Esaias. 24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 

And they asked him, and said unto him, 

Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor 

Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John answered them, saying, I 

baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom 

ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is 

preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not 

worthy to unloose. 28 These things were done in Bethabara 

beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 

and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the sin of the world. 

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man 

which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
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31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest 

to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 32 And 

John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

33 And I knew him not: 

but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same 

said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 

descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which 

baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 34 And I saw, and bare 

record that this is the Son of God. 

35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of 

his disciples; 36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 

saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 37 And the two 

disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
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1. John’s testimony to the hostile religious crowd  The religious 

crowd comes to investigate 1:19 And this is the record 

of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?
i. The Jews want to control the religion and the political 

efforts put forth by them

ii. The priests are the spiritual and religious leaders. They 

teach the party line, the truth that is accepted among 

their people

iii. The Levites are helpers to the priests. They help in the 

sacrifices

iv. They want to know who John the Baptist says that he is

b. John the Baptist makes it clear that he is not the Christ 

the Messiah 20 And he confessed, and denied not; but 

confessed, I am not the Christ.

i. They surely expected John the Baptist to claim to be 

somebody special

ii. John the Baptist does not back down. He doesn’t 

change his testimony or the truth

iii. He clearly tells them that he is not the Christ
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iv. That had to shock them. He had a great following but 

clearly states that he is not the Christ

c. If John isn’t the Christ then maybe he is Elijah or a 

prophet 21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou 

Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? 

And he answered, No.

i. They all expected Elias or Elijah to come back. 

Remember he had been taken up in a whirlwind. 

ii. John dresses and acts like Elijah but clearly states that 

he is not the prophet come back from heaven

iii. In a spiritual sense John the Baptist was Elijah-just not 

come straight from heaven Matthew 17:10-13 And his 

disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes 

that Elias must first come? 11 And Jesus answered 

and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and 

restore all things. 12 But I say unto you, That Elias is 

come already, and they knew him not, but have done 

unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the 

Son of man suffer of them. 13 Then the disciples 

understood that he spake unto them of John the 

Baptist. 
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1. John the Baptist was come in the spirit and power of 

Elijah Luke 1:17 And he shall go before him in the 

spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 

fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord.

2. They were to believe that Elijah had come 

Matthew 11:14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, 

which was for to come.

3. John the Baptist did not see himself as anybody. He 

never tries to take the credit or the limelight. He 

simply points them to Jesus

4. John claims not to be a special prophet like Moses or 

anyone else

d. They now want to know who John claims to be 22 Then 

said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may 

give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest 

thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of 

one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of 

the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they which 

were sent were of the Pharisees.
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i. They want John to tell them who he is

1. How many times do we want fame

2. Do we use our holiness, our faith, our service to get 

credit in the eyes of men?

3. John what do you think of yourself

ii. John diminishes himself and says-I am a voice. He is 

quoting Scripture when he says that Isaiah 40:3 The 

voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare 

ye the way of the Lord, Make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God. 
iii. John the Baptist again puts all the emphasis on Jesus

e. They now ask John why he baptizes 25 And they asked 

him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if 

thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but 

there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 27 

He it is, who coming after me is preferred 

before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 

unloose. 28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
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i. If he is no one famous or with a position what gives him 

the right to baptize

ii. He says that he baptizes with water because someone 

else is coming

iii. The one that is coming is far greater than him

iv. The one coming after is before John

v. They need to prepare for the coming one

f. John the Baptist has been baptizing Jews, the religious 

people

i. They had realized that though they were in the nation 

and religion that they did not really know God

ii. The Jews were used to seeing people get baptized from 

paganism into Judaism but never a Jew getting baptized 

as a sign of repentance

g. Could you be here and in the group but not know God?

i. Could you be religious but lost

ii. Could you be spiritual but not know God through Jesus 

Christ

iii. Could we learn from John the Baptist that we never 

make much of men but always of Jesus

iv. That we are not to seek our own name but His
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2. John the Baptist now addresses the crowd that is there to 

hear him preach 29 The next day John seeth 

Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

a. After John the Baptist deals with the religious 

investigators he turns to the crowd and shows them Jesus

i. He uses the term Lamb of God. They knew that term.

ii. They knew that a lamb was slain for them to atone for 

their sin

iii. John is calling Jesus-the sacrificial lamb for their sins

b. Notice that Jesus is the Lamb of God that takes away the 

sin of the world

i. Jesus died for all so that they might be saved which 

taketh away the sin of the world.

1. 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

2. 4:42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not 

because of thy saying: for we have heard him 
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ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the 

Saviour of the world. 

3. 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for 

ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which 

I will give for the life of the world.

4. 1 Timothy 2:3-6 For this is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to 

be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 

truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who 

gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 

time.

5. Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little 

lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace 

of God should taste death for every man. 

6. 1 John 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that the 

Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

ii. Though Jesus died for all they must believe to be saved 

3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 

he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
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hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 

of God. 

1. 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 

life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 

life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

2. 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 

word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into 

condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

3. 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that 

every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 

him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him 

up at the last day. 

4. 11:25-26 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, 

and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth 

and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 

this? 

5. 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name. 
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6. I Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and 

suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, 

who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that 

believe. 

c. John is preaching and baptizing to show Jesus to Israel 30 

This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man 

which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made 

manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with 

water. 

i. Jesus was before John the Baptist even though He is 

younger because He is eternal

ii. He is preferred above John because of who He is

d. John the Baptist was sent by God 32 And John bare 

record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 

like a dove, and it abode upon him. 33 And I knew him 

not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 

the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the 

Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 

which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 34 And I saw, and 

bare record that this is the Son of God. 
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i. John the Baptist didn't recognize at first who Jesus was-

his cousin but the Lord and Messiah

ii. God made it clear that He would show John who the 

Messiah was

iii. John clearly states that Jesus is the very Son of God

e. Everything in and about us should point to Jesus as the 

Lamb of God and the Son of God

f. We should proclaim the gospel everywhere because Jesus 

is the Saviour of the World

3. John is very happy to point people to Jesus and not himself 

35 Again the next day after John stood, and two 

of his disciples; 36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 

saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 37 And the two 

disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

a. We are never to seek to make man followers or church 

followers

b. We are to point them to Jesus and not religion

c. We are to realize that it is Jesus that is to be magnified 

and we are to diminish
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d. John didn't know who he was in his own heart. He just 

knew that he was God’s servant and to point to Jesus

e. The goal of our life should be to get others to follow Jesus
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