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Exodus 12 is where we will be. Exodus 12 in our Bibles and you might remember last 
week, Pastor Dwayne led us through the chronicle of the Passover and this week we're 
going to move forward and we're going to be starting in verse 28 after a word of prayer. 
Verse 28 is where we will begin, Exodus 12, and we will continue to read through 
probably verse 42. Exodus 12:28. I had this really great illustration that I was ready to 
just hammer home tonight, it was just going to be phenomenal and then I found out that it
was all a legend and so, so much for that.

I remember my father telling me when he heard a preacher give this fantastic illustration 
and then he kept hearing these preachers giving the same fantastic illustration about this 
dad who sacrificed his son to open a railroad bridge. Have you ever heard that 
illustration? It's a total lie. My dad has been on a railroad for 42 years and his dad was on 
the railroad for 44 years and they know it doesn't happen that way and here is X, Y, Z 
why. I tell you, a lot of pastors have really ruined their reputation giving retarded 
illustrations, you know, and they're just ridiculous illustrations that don't make sense, are 
not true, and so, so much for mine tonight. I had a nifty one and I knew exactly where it 
would fit and now I just have to preach the Bible.

So let's have a word of prayer, alright, shall we? Let's have a word of prayer.

Lord, thank you for the opportunity to have stunted sermons because of illustrations that 
we're just convinced will make the people woo under our influence and the truth is you 
are the only one who can change hearts and so my prayer is that you would prepare our 
hearts and help us to receive, break the heart in stony ground, help our unbelief, plant 
your word down deep in us, cause it to bear fruit, open up our ears to hear and lead us in
your truth. Your word is a living light upon our darkened eyes, guards us through 
temptations and makes the simple wise. Your word is food for famished ones, freedom for
the slave, riches for the needy soul. Come speak to us today. Show us Christ. Show us 
Christ. O God, reveal your glory through the preaching of your word until every heart 
confesses Christ is Lord. Show us Christ. Show us Christ. O God, reveal your glory 
through the preaching of your word until every heart confesses Christ is Lord. We ask 
this in the mighty name of him who has abolished death and crushed death with death, 
Christ Jesus. Amen.
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Exodus 12. I wish that you would follow along as I read verse 28 and following. "And the
children of Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so
did they." Talking about the Passover. They went and did what they were told. They were
told to kill the Passover lamb and put its blood on the doorpost. 

Verse 29, "And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the
night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; 
for there was not a house where there was not one dead." By the way, what would happen
if that was in the US? Do you think that would cause a commotion? Would that make the 
news? You get up and you hear a crying and moaning in your neighborhood and it's 
because in every house someone is dead. That would be a life-changer. It would be a life-
changer. 

Verse 31, "And he called for Moses and Aaron by night," Pharaoh did, "and said, Rise 
up, and get you forth from among my people," get out, "both ye and the children of 
Israel." Now that is irony that Moses was good enough under inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit to give us; he couldn't keep them just...they were trying to keep them and keep 
them under bondage in chapter 1 and now here we are 11 chapters later and they can't get 
out fast enough. It's amazing what happens when God gets involved.

Verse 32, "Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless 
me also." Just sort of bless me. Do whatever you religious folks do on your way out. 

"And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the 
land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men." We're as good as dead. 

"And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs being 
bound up in their clothes." A good book that you might get if you ever find it is "Manners
and Customs of the Bible," by James Freeman. I give at least one of these out every year 
in my 12th grade Bible class. These kneadingtroughs were either small wooden bowls 
such as the Arabs now use for kneading dough and into which their bread is put after it is 
baked, in this case, it's a round piece of leather having iron rings at a certain distance 
around it through which a chain is passed so that it may, when not in use, be drawn 
together like a purse and hung up. That's a kneadingtrough, a circular piece of leather, if 
you will, with a rope that can be, or a chain that can be pulled up through rings and it 
closes and when you let go of the chain, it opens and becomes a trough of sorts. That's 
interesting.

"It was bound in their clothes upon their shoulders," verse 35, "And the children of Israel 
did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians." That word 
"borrowed" there, it really means "to ask or to take," with a smile.
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"And they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:  
And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto
them such things as they required." And, of course, "lent" is a sort of, "Well, I'm sure we 
might get this back." 

"And they spoiled the Egyptians." That's a military term and you're going to find out in a 
minute in like a verse why we are using military terms; you're going to see right here in 
verse 37. 

"And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand on foot that were men, beside children." So notice that when they're giving the 
number of the Jews, they give them in the number of fighting men. Clarke in his 
commentary says that if you were to put the number of children in the average Hebrew 
home along with wives and those who were not able to march into war like the senior 
citizens or those who were outside normal fighting age or those who were younger, two 
million is far too small to guesstimate as the number of Jews coming out of Egypt. It was 
probably, in his estimation, a very conservative estimate when you read it in his 
commentary, probably 3,200,000.

"And a mixed multitude," verse 38, "went up also with them; and flocks, and herds." This
mixed multitude were probably Egyptians who decided it was a good day to get into the 
Hebrew crowd.

"Went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt." You might notice 
they brought forth unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, 
that's from those troughs that were hanging on their shoulders. 

"It was not leavened." Why? End of verse 39, "because they were thrust out of Egypt, and
could not tarry," they didn't have time to put yeast in the dough, "neither had they 
prepared for themselves any," now I understand it looks like "victual" but if you were in 
the south you would say, "vittle." Isn't that right? Some of you are not from the deep 
south, apparently. You're from the Fort Bragg south which hardly counts. Hardly counts.

Verse 40, "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty 
years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out 
from the land of Egypt. It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing 
them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the 
children of Israel in their generations."

So tonight I'm going to paint a picture, if I could, of us leaving Egypt. Egypt, as you 
might remember, six months ago we preached a message out of 1 Peter 2, actually it was 
February. I was looking at SermonAudio and I preached a message called "Waiting to 
Leave Egypt" out of 1 Peter 1, round about verses 13 through 17, verse 8 really, I think. 
And we talked about how the leaving of Egypt was a picture of our leaving the world. 
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Now, there are other times in Scripture where it's a picture of salvation from your sins the
day you believed on Jesus Christ, your Passover lamb, and you were born again. And 
there are other times in Scripture where it is a picture of us actually leaving the world for 
good, you know, until we come back on white horses which, by the way, you say, "I'm 
afraid your doggie doesn't go to heaven." I'm not sure why you would say that. There are 
white horses in heaven, why can't there be a doggie in heaven? So, some of you are too 
spiritual to enjoy that thought. Some of you aren't spiritual enough to enjoy dogs.

So tonight I want to talk about our departure from Egypt. Now, I'm not going to get as far
as us crossing the Red Sea because the fact is I think Pastor Dwayne is going to handle 
that next week and he might, I don't know, the truth is there is a lot to talk about and I'm 
not going to get that far. We're going to talk about the departure out of Egypt to at least 
the Red Sea and really it's not a James Bond title. The fact is, for the Israelites, the world 
was not enough. "We're leaving." And by the way, you need to know that it was all a 
fixed fight. We talked about that two weeks ago with why it is that the Lord actually 
hardened Pharaoh's heart.

Now, I do need to remind you of a few pictures happening here tonight. First of all, the 
people of God, the Israelites, they are a picture of the people of God and they're leaving 
the world and the flesh. Now, two things about that. First of all, if you want to, you can 
put in the margin of your Bible next to verse 28 or rather, let's see here, verse, yeah, verse
28 will be just fine. You could put in there: Acts 7:22 if you want to. Did you know in 
Acts 7:22, the writer, Luke, of the book of Acts, says that the children of Israel were the 
church in the wilderness? That's a pretty good reason to think that they're a picture of us. 
Called out of Egypt unto God and here we are called out of the world unto God.

The second thing I'd like you to notice off that top statement is that you might notice the 
people of God versus the world in the flesh. Now, it's true, I could say the devil but as 
soon as I say we're fighting the devil, probably 75-85% of you, your eyes will roll back in
your skull because you won't see the application. The truth is, the devil is not 
omnipresent although we love to give him credit for it. "The devil made me do it." 
Really? Out of 6.7 billion people, you're so important that he's in your lap tonight? Now 
how did that happen? So don't give him all that credit. The truth is we deserve a lot of the
credit for our own sins and so that's why I say the world and the flesh. My attitude today 
at the orthodontist was my problem, not the devil's. They said it would be 15 minutes, 30 
tops, and at 65 minutes, I'm in the van cooling off. The AC is on 4, you know, 4 max. 
"Jake, I'll see you in the van." One of those things. Why? Well, because the truth is, not 
the devil, the preconversion Bill Sturm was wanting to act out in that office. Now, what 
good would that have done besides to tarnish my testimony. No good at all and so I knew
my limits and I was supposed to go and drink water and make a phone call and sit in the 
AC. That was the fix. That was the fix.

The people of God were impoverished, beaten down, hopeless and killed. Now, I know 
that we probably don't feel that way right now but there will probably be a time in a week
or two or maybe a month or two when you're taking another loved one to another hospital
stay or when you're trying to figure out why your relationship is not working out or a bill 
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is not getting paid, you're going to know exactly what I'm talking about. You're looking 
forward to the day when you look back on it instead of looking around in it.

And God's deliverer, Moses, bottom part of that slide, is a foreshadow of Christ. He was 
born among his own people. He was prepared in the wilderness like Jesus was, 40 days of
temptation. Given signs to validate his ministry so much to the point where the Gospel 
writer of the Gospel of John, John said, "I could have written all these signs but I only 
wrote the ones that I wrote and I did it for this purpose, "so that you might know that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God and that believing ye might have life 
through his name." So just like Moses' ministry was validated through signs, so also was 
Christ's and we shouldn't be surprised because Deuteronomy 18:18, Moses said, "God is 
going to send you a prophet just like me." So we shouldn't be surprised. Then, of course, 
Moses like Christ, provides instructions for redemption.

Now, here's the thought I want to give you. I've already explained to you that the 
Israelites are in many ways a picture of you and I, the people who have been saved and 
called out of Egypt and one day are looking forward to our crossing over, so-to-speak. 
I've already shared with you that Moses is a picture of Christ and that's almost like a gong
now for those of you who have been with us since the beginning of Exodus, because that 
is a repeated theme in many of our sermons, and so since I've done that, I'd like to give 
you this thought if I could, if you can read it: God's people will not leave empty-handed. I
can't hardly read anything on the back slide. It's either because of the glare off my bald 
head or I'm just getting old, or both. It's both, I supposed it could be both. I don't know 
what to say. Someone is clearing their throat so apparently I'm not as old as I think 
because there might be someone in here that's older than I am but we won't say any 
names. I might be giving Doug K. but we won't say any names at all, alright. We don't 
want to do that. He cooked tonight too so he was awful good to me.

So Exodus 12 is, again, where we're getting most of our points and I want to ask you this 
question: alright, if we're not leaving empty-handed, well then, with what do we leave? 
I'm going to get all of our thoughts right out of this passage, this passage and those really 
close by. 

Here we go, first of all, I want you to know that they departed with unleavened dough 
and it tells us in verse 39 the reason they departed with unleavened dough is because they
didn't have time to put yeast or leaven in it. It turns out, based on some study that I was 
able to do with another brother this week, that usually when a Hebrew woman made 
dough, she made about 47 pounds of it at a time. Three measures. And as she so desired, 
she would open that trough and she would pull out a lump and she would put yeast in it 
and then go on with the process, but usually she would make three measures at a time 
which amounted to about 47 pounds of dough, unleavened dough. And they would seal it 
up quickly so that it wouldn't spoil, or as they say in the south, spoll. "We don't want it to 
spoll." 

And so they leave with unleavened dough and that really is a picture of how quickly they 
had to leave Egypt. How quickly they had to leave Egypt. Now, I just want to remind you
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that the Scripture tells us in particular in Revelation 3, I guess I'm going to have to use a 
different font color, a different background because that is horrible to read. I'll try to do 
better next time. Revelation 3:3, here's what Jesus said, "Remember therefore how thou 
hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief." Chapter 16, verse 15, "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he 
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." I 
understand that this world seems a little rough sometimes on some of us, and I understand
it's awful tiring walking the walk and talking the talk, and I understand all of that, but 
these children of Israel after 430 years, they were promised that there would be a certain 
amount of time that they would be in Egypt, were they not? Wasn't Abraham promised 
that it would be about 400 years? And here it is after about 400 years and their deliverer 
is here and it's time for them to leave and God says, "You don't even have time to let the 
bread rise. Get your stuff together and get ready to go right now." The morning after, I 
should say even the night of the Passover, you've got deaths in every household in Egypt 
and the Bible says that Pharaoh got up about midnight, it seems there in verse 31, "by 
night, and said, Get up and get out now." And now you know why in the book of Exodus 
12 they were supposed to eat this with their loins girded and with a staff in their hand.

Now, they may not have thought they were leaving that soon but God knew. "When I'm 
ready for you to come out of that place, it's going to be really quick and you're not going 
to have time to prepare." All the preparing that you can do needs to be done asap. All the 
preparing that you need to do needs to be done very soon. Scripture says in 1 John 3:1, 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." Now 
listen to this next verse, "And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure."

I remember I was working for Mike Lemire in Central City, Kentucky roofing the Tucker
Funeral Home. I remember my job because I was just learning how to lay shingles on that
roof was to get as many packages of shingles on the roof as I could. Now, those shingles 
are not light. Has anyone ever packed one of those? I'm sorry, I'm using another southern 
term. Has anyone here carried any shingles up? I learned how to talk southern in 
Kentucky. It's called packing shingles, alright? Packing shingles up on a roof. Now, this 
old body was a little heavier back then and I want you to know that getting myself up the 
ladder all morning was a trick within itself but to do it with a 75 pound bundle of shingles
and that's if it wasn't the Timberline shingles that were about 110 a bundle, up and down 
the ladder and I've got to tell you, I felt kind of weak a good deal of the time. But I want 
you to know that what kept me going up and down that ladder was the thought that any 
moment now that white pick-up truck is going to be driving up the hill from Main Street 
and when that man comes driving up the hill and looks over his steering wheel with his 
cigarette in one hand and his beer in the other, yes, you heard me right, I want him to see 
a man that is at work. And that's why in Luke 19, Jesus said, "I'm lending my kingdom 
out to some of y'all and until I get back, you need to occupy. You need to take this thing 
and stop waiting for life to happen to you. You need to make all the preparations you can 

Page 6 of 14



now because when it's time, there will be no more...wait a minute, done." He says when 
he will appear, we shall be like him because we're going to see him as he is but until that 
time, we prepare.

How many times do we need to read in our daily devotions, "Keep your lamps trimmed 
and watch because you don't know what hour the Son of Man comes"? And many of us 
act as though Jesus is no closer in his coming than he was in the first century. And I 
wonder how many of us Christians will be ashamed before him at his coming because we
have tried to live it up and enjoy and invest and do everything as if our home is down 
here. And so I challenge you tonight to apply this little lesson: you're going to leave with 
unleavened bread. Something isn't going to be done just how you want it to be.

Now, you see, there are a lot of important things in life but the problem is they're on a list
of important things and eventually we believers have got to be mature enough to say, 
"Yup, that's important but not as important as this," and slide the thing on down the list 
because something's going to be unleavened. Something's not going to get done. 
Something's going to be left undone. It might be shingle hanging from a building, it 
might be a gutter that's hanging, but don't let it be the conversion of your loved ones. Are 
you listening? It might be that the car doesn't have those wonderful chrome mags you 
wanted on it but don't let it be sin that you're hiding away in your life thinking the Lord 
doesn't know about it. There are a lot of things we can leave undone but there are a lot of 
things we'd better not leave undone. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 3 that if we don't 
make good preparations, we will suffer loss before the judgment seat of Christ. Gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay and stubble. We'd better get right down to it and not 
everything is a one on the priority list. Some things are more important than others and 
we've got to be big enough boys and girls to say, "Do you know what? That's important 
on a list of important things and it's going on down the list." How's that Joel Osteen? Is 
that positive enough? The fact is something's not going to get done and we've got to be 
the boss in our lives and say, "Jesus, what is it that I'm gonna leave undone?" Because 
you can stay up all hours of the night and get up all hours of the morning and work your 
fingers to the bone until you hate even the work of Jesus but something's got to be left 
undone because you're going to leave this place with some bread unleavened. Mark it 
down. You can wear yourself out until nothing feels right. Our hearts aren't right. We 
don't even like coming to church. We hate singing the praises of Jesus. The fact is, that 
bread is unleavened but that's not the bread that should be unleavened. Let's keep our 
hearts hot for the Lord.

2. Look at verse 28, if we could. Actually, I want you to see verse 26. 1. We'll leave with 
a quickness. "And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What 
mean ye by this service? That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, 
who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the 
Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped." 
Now, what people bowed their head and worshipped? Who are we talking about here? 
Come on, holler back at me. Someone help me. Who is talking to who, anyway? Look at 
verse 21, "Moses called for all the elders of Israel." So who is the audience? And who do 
the elders represent? The people of Israel. 
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So we have Moses talking to the people of Israel, giving them instructions and please 
notice what it says in verse 28, "And the children of Israel went away, and did as the 
LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they." From that Scripture, I want to 
ask you something: is there any indication that any Hebrew boys were killed that night? 
No. No, that's right. Those of you shaking east/west, you are correct. There is no 
indication at all that anyone in the Hebrew nation died that night because they believed 
the deliverer and when you believe the Deliverer about the Passover Lamb in your life, 
I'm talking about when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, death will not be something 
you dread. 

So 2, let me just say this, if I could, the people of Israel or the people of God, they leave 
Egypt with their children. Did you hear me? Now, it's true you can't take much to heaven 
and here's where my awesome illustration fits in that is not valid so as Pastor Dwayne 
would say, "Skip." In other words, if you ever hear the story about Alexander the Great 
being buried with his hands outside of his coffin, it is an urban legend. How sorry is that?

But we're told here that you can leave Egypt with your children. Now let that sink in. 
Now fathers, I don't mean to be too hard on us here but look at this Scripture. "And the 
woman that has a husband that believes not and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her 
not leave him." So if you have a Christian who has an unbelieving spouse and the 
unbelieving spouse is willing to stay with the believer, good, keep it that way. "For the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife." Now, don't hear what Paul didn't say. He 
didn't say that the unbelieving husband is saved because of the wife. "And the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband." Don't hear what Paul didn't say. He didn't 
say that the unsaved wife is saved by the saved husband. It doesn't say that. "Else were 
your children unclean but now are they holy." So Paul is saying that your wife, if you're a
saved man like I am and your wife is unsaved, which is I don't think like me, my wife 
says she's saved. I'm going to have to take her word for it. Anyway, here we are. She's 
saved, alright, so let's just say that Nicky does not claim to be saved, here's what 
Scripture says. Scripture says that God will, if I am living a life that is pleasing, and 1 
Peter 3 says the same thing, a passage we preached on just a few months ago. It says that 
if I will be careful to live the word without being a nag, my spouse will probably come to 
Christ. God will because of my testimony in that home, set aside that home, sanctify it, 
put it aside and his presence will be there. And because his presence will be there, there is
a high likelihood that everyone in that family who is in that house will get saved. Now, 
it's not a sure thing but it's sure enough for me to preach this sermon. God says, "Look 
Christians, hey Christians, you can leave this world with your family. Just live the life." 

Just live the life. I mean, just pray and ask God to save them and witness and trust God to
do the work and at the end of the day believe that it is in God's will. It says in 1 Timothy 
2:4 he "will have all men to be saved," so when I pray for grandpa Sturm, I know that I 
am praying in the will of God. Now, think about this. God wants him saved more than I 
do. So if there is a loved one that's in your home right now, a spouse, a child, they don't 
seem to be concerned for the things of God, first of all, please don't quit praying for their 
salvation, even if they say, "Well, I'm saved. I got saved when I was 8 years old. I asked 
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Jesus to save me by my momma's bedside. Got dunked down at the river. Blah, blah, 
blah." If they're not living the life today, don't just take for granted they're saved. You 
don't get saved by living the life but if you don't have enough to get you to church, you 
probably don't have enough to get you to heaven. Amen right there, even if I'm the only 
one saying it, even if I'm the only one saying it, Doug. Amen. Amen.

So we have the ability to leave planet earth with our family. The Israelites did it. The 
Israelites left their Egypt with their family. There is no need in the world for you to go to 
heaven without your family. You pray for them, you witness to them. I'm not talking 
about mom and dad, you can't control them. I'm talking about Junior and Susie and Ethel 
in your house. I'm talking about them. Don't let them leave your house without you 
giving them a boatload of the Gospel. Don't let them come to a family reunion without 
you living it in front of your brothers and sisters and aunts and uncles. Make sure that 
your children know, that your wife knows, that our husband knows, that the Gospel is 
what got you out of Egypt, what's going to get you out of Egypt. That's the only thing that
matters and you can't be foolish enough to say you're a Christian and that, oh, by the way,
Jesus is just one of the ways to the Father. That is, as they say in the old world, 
perquacky. That is junk. You just can't believe a word of that. You can't believe it. You 
can't believe it further than you can throw me. You can't do it, okay?

Alright, so what's next? They leave with their children. Number next, look at verse 35, 
"And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the 
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the 
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they
required. And they spoiled the Egyptians." Alright, you can just mark her down: thirdly, 
they left with the attention of their enemies. They left with the attention of their enemies. 
Now, I know Tim LaHaye has told you 17,000 times in the last ten years that there is a 
secret rapture and that there will be no one noticing that you're gone. You can just go 
ahead and file that where you file "cleanliness is next to godliness." That's nowhere in the
Bible either. Okay? Just go ahead and file it right over there next "God helps those who 
help themselves." That's right over there in that book, "Second Opinions," it's nowhere in 
the Bible, okay? Nowhere in the Scripture.

Let me show you what the Bible actually says, if I could. 2 Thessalonians 1:6, "Seeing it 
is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; And to 
you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; When," when
does this happen? "When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed ) in that day." 
Perhaps you're thinking I'm being selective in my Scripture. Well, let's try another one, 
Revelation 1:7, "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, 
Amen."  
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So we have Paul, we have John, we have all these New Testament writers saying that 
when Christ comes and when his saints are glorified in him, yes, the earth will know. The
world will know that they have missed out on the King of kings and Lord of lords. Now, I
don't have any fancy charts to spread from that beam to that beam and I don't have any 
way to bring tears and telling you who the Wicked Witch of the east is in the book of 
Revelation, I don't have any ability to give you any nifty little secret handshakes but I can
tell you this: God's word says that when we get yanked out of Egypt, the world will be 
fully aware. Now, they might say it's because of socio-economic evolution. They might 
say it's because the aliens came and grabbed us. They might say it's because all the 
Nimrodical answers out there, but the truth is, the reason that they've noticed we're gone 
is because he comes with clouds and every eye will see him and they also which pierced 
him will wail because of him. Mark her down, friends, when you leave Egypt, you'll have
the attention of your enemies.

4. You'll leave with the bones of the loved ones. Where do you get that? I'm glad you 
asked. Look at chapter 13 and verse 18. Am I boring you? ("No.") Good. Good. I get 
really nervous when I look at someone and they've got that glassy eye look. I get nervous.
Make me think I need to take up shuffleboard or something.

Verse 18, "But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red 
sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt." Look at verse 
19, "And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him." What? What did he do that for? 
"Took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit you," and when he does, don't you leave my bones down 
here in Egypt. "You shall carry up my bones away hence with you." Now I want you to 
know that this is an incomplete picture but it is a picture nonetheless. And so I want to 
remind you of what Joseph said in Genesis 50:24, "Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: 
and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. So Joseph 
died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt." The interesting thing about that word behind "coffin" there, it's a 
Hebrew word and the next time it's used, it's translated "ark," as in ark of the covenant. 
Not ark of Moses, that's a different word also. This is the first time that word behind 
"coffin" is used in the entire Bible. It's 50 chapters into the Bible and the next 50 or so 
times that this word "coffin" is used, it is not translated "coffin," it is translated "ark," as 
in ark of the covenant. In other words, this thing that Joseph was buried in was a sign of 
some sort of promise. I wonder what kind of promise?

Keep your place here. Keep your place right here and let's look over at 1 Thessalonians 4.
So if the people of Israel are a picture of the church and Egypt is a picture of this present 
evil world and Israel coming out of Egypt is a picture of the rapture or when we leave this
world, and they take with them Joseph's bones, I wonder what that's a picture of? Alright,
some of you have already beaten me to the end of the story but we haven't been reading 
our Bibles for decades in here. Let's be patient and let everyone catch up. Look at 1 
Thessalonians 4 and let's look at verse 13. I know you kept your place in Exodus 12. I 
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know you did so 1 Thessalonians 4, look at verse 13. Paul said this, "I would not have 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." Now hang on a second. If 
sleeping in Jesus means that you're asleep in the grave, we have a real issue here because 
how is God bringing them with him then? Hello? How is God bringing them with him 
from heaven if they're actually still in the soul asleep in the grave? So it can't mean that.

Verse 15,  "For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent," or precede, "them which are 
asleep." So there are those whose bodies are asleep, figuratively speaking. Their bodies 
are in the ground and God is going to bring them. How is that possible? Well, it's possible
because God is going to do it. If God can make the first man out of dust, don't be 
frustrated if you can't figure out how he's going to resurrect people out of the dust. It's 
very simple, he did it once, he can do it again, right? You believe that, don't you? Do you 
believe Genesis 2:7? Mary Baker Eddy, the Christian Scientist, she didn't believe that. 
She said that's a lie. We're talking about the Christian Science founder, said that God did 
not make man that way. Well, then she would certainly have a problem with the 
resurrection.

So verse 16, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 
Did you see that? The bones of the dead ones who are asleep in Christ, they're going to 
get up. They're going to get up. You say, "I don't know. How is that possible? I mean, 
we've got some who are cremated and spread on a railroad track bed. And you've got 
others that have been tossed out at sea." Listen to what Paul said in Acts 26:8, he said, 
"Why is it an inconceivable thing to you, King Agrippa, that God, the Creator, should 
raise the dead?" If he could breathe into a lump of dust to make Adam, he can breathe 
into a lump of dust and resurrect people that already existed. That's not a hard thing for 
him. You see, everything rises and falls in how literally you see Genesis 1 through 11. No
wonder many who don't believe in the resurrection are also those who don't believe in 
creation the way the Bible spells it out.

Alright, it says in verse 17, "Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." With "them." Who is the 
"them"? Who are we going to be caught up in the clouds with? The dead in Christ. Those 
bones of Joseph, they're coming out of Egypt. So you mark it down, friend, when we get 
yanked out of Egypt, the bones of those loved ones are going to meet us in the air in an 
incorruptible body. I told you we're leaving with a quickness.

Here's what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15. You can turn back to Exodus 12. Here's what 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15, "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed." Listen to this, you talk about quickness, you talk about 
unleavened dough. "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."
The dead shall be raised incorruptible and we'll be changed.
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So the dead, those who are dead already, they're going to be changed, and we who are not
dead, we're going to be changed and we're going to meet in the air. That's a good story 
and I believe every bit of it. I believe it because I believe Genesis 2:7. I have no trouble 
believing it. If I believe the original creation account, I have no trouble believing it at all. 
You say, "I wish I had your faith." Well, that's pretty simple, quit being a disbeliever, an 
unbeliever. Yeah, don't tell the Creator what he can and can't do.

You know, I think about my grandmother, 85 years old and every time we talk, we 
introduce each other. "I'm Bill." "Oh, Bill, you're one of my sons." "No, I'm one of your 
grandsons. I'm the son of your oldest son. I'm the youngest son of your oldest son, 
Arnold. I am Bill." Every time we talk. Every time we talk. She's tired. She's been gone 
for about three years, if you know what I'm saying, and her dad has Alzheimer's for ten 
years before he died. My great-grandpa Shreider, Alzheimer's for ten years. Every time 
we'd go to his nursing home in Johnson, Wisconsin, Johnson Creek, we would always 
have to reintroduce ourselves. And I'd call her about once every ten days or so and I 
would talk to grandpa and grandma would get on the other line and she won't know 
anything that I'm saying. She's obviously very tired and doesn't have a clear mind, but 
you know, when I start singing a hymn with her on the phone, it's like she's never left. 
The other day we sang four verses of "There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from 
Immanuel's veins," from memory. When we're done singing, she doesn't know who I am. 
That's a clean vessel.

Nicky and I went to go see Dr. Harris a couple of months ago. Went into his nursing 
home. He didn't know who I was. He didn't have any idea who I was but I ask him to 
quote a verse of Scripture to me and he puts 50. He doesn't know my name and we shared
an office for 15 months. A pastor in this church. He taught some of you. Lift your hand if 
he taught you in a classroom. Yeah, a good hand-full right back here. Yeah, brother, he 
was a class teacher for a while, wasn't he? Sure enough. You ask him to pray, he goes to 
preaching in his prayer. I'm talking southern preaching. "I thank you, God, for being 
real." He puts his hand on my leg and prays for me like we've known each other and have
never ever needed to be reintroduced. When we're done praying, he doesn't know who I 
am anymore. Nicky saw it with her own eyes, didn't she? Heard it with her own ears. 

Then we hear Brother Jeff over here, his mother, you said that she's been gone for about 
four years and she died this last week, right? And we've been waiting. You know, one of 
these days, we're going to meet Joseph's bones in the air. Reunion day is coming. I'm 
looking forward to seeing Jesus but I'm also quite alright with being reunited with Joseph 
and all those whom he represents in this story. Won't that be good?

Lastly, we leave with a high hand. What does that mean? I would like for you, please, to 
look with me in chapter 14 and verse 5. "And it was told the king of Egypt that the people
fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they 
said, Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go," why have we done this? "And 
he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: And he took six hundred chosen
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them. And the 
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LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of 
Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand." Now I've got to tell you, I 
didn't know what that meant, okay? Maybe you're fluent in old Semitic languages and 
you know exactly what that means, I needed a little help. I read sorts of books and study 
Bibles and other versions of the Bible and do you know what it means? It has the idea 
since we're dealing with 600,000 fighting men here, leaving with a high hand if you can 
picture it, is the idea of a great army walking out with swords raised over hand, defiant 
against the people that they just fought. It's that the children of Israel left defiant victors. 
They left the world, they left their old lives, they left the world that they were so in 
bondage and impoverished and beaten down with them and they left with a high hand. 

They left winners and I want to tell you that you're struggling with sin, I know what it 
means to struggle with sin. Here's what Paul says in Colossians 3, "When Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore." That
word "therefore," what does it mean? It means "because." Because Christ will soon 
appear, "then mortify your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence," I bet you used that word this week, "and 
covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience." Paul said this, "You know the Lord is coming and because you
know the Lord is coming, don't put down your sword. You keep killing the old man. You 
keep finding those things in your life that reek of sin and you kill it. The day will come 
when you'll put your sword down and at first when you're sailing up to the sky and the sin
nature is a part of our distant past and you no longer have to worry with things like losing
your temper, you no longer have to worry with things like your lustful thought life, you 
no longer have to worry with things like regret, abuse of the mind, when you no longer 
have to deal with the fact that you keep failing over and over again in certain areas of 
your life, you can leave with a high hand as you leave this world, sword raised over hand 
saying the days of self-mortification are complete."

I remember in 2003 and I'm done with this. I don't usually tell this many stories. I don't 
know what the deal is. But I remember in 2003, I remember that every week, every 
chaplain and chaplain assistant in Second Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, 
in the heart of Baghdad, would meet and we would talk and we would discuss how 
effective we are at protecting our chaplains. I was a chaplain assistant at the time which 
by the books means that I'm supposed to keep him from getting shot. My chaplain always
sought for opportunities to get shot. He was a former air defense artillery company 
commander who felt like he should still be doing that, but somehow someone threw a 
cross on his helmet and he could no longer carry a weapon and I was granted the 
privilege of making sure that he did not run in front of a Bradley or some sort of pick-up 
truck with 17 Iraqis in it, all equipped with AK-47s. That was my job in 2003.

Every week I looked forward to Tuesday morning because every Tuesday morning we'd 
rally up in the heart of the green zone and we would put our helmets down and we would 
slide our flack vests and our vests across that marble floor and we were just glad to be in 
somewhere relatively safe. There were towers around the compound and usually because 
we were right on the bank of the Tigris River, they couldn't land too many mortars inside 
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of our courtyard. And so we would go inside of a building and we would take off the gear
and we would put our weapons down, some of us had two or three, some of us had ?? 
which is making me feel good talking about it. Some of us had multiple knives and 
maybe a couple of grenades, and other things that just made real men happy, happy, 
happy. Do you know what I'm saying? And we would sit there in a room and we would 
reunite and we would look forward to a day, friend, when we would no longer have to 
carry those weapons but we would turn them in and become spectators on the other side. 
And I'm telling you, there's coming a day when that sword that you've been using on the 
old sin nature, on the world of flesh and the devil, you're going to raise it up over hand 
and you're going to exchange it for a robe of white and a white horse and you're going to 
cross over to a time when you won't be a fighter anymore and you won't have a sin nature
to battle, you won't have regrets to despair over. You're going to be a cheerleader 
watching King Jesus trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. This is a day worth looking forward to. It is a day over 
which you should prepare. And it is a day that you should be praying for as John did, 
"Lord Jesus, come quickly."

Let's pray, Brother Dick.

Master, thanks for the opportunity to study your word and as we close this service in 
prayer as Brother Dick comes and leads us, I pray that you would use our prayer time to 
bring you glory and I pray that we would pray with fervency in Jesus' name. Amen.

Page 14 of 14


