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THE WOMAN AND THE DRAGON 
REVELATION 12:1-6 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to Revelation chapter 12.  We’re going to be reading together 
the entire chapter, but the focus of our study this morning will be on verses 1 to 6.  Revelation 
chapter 12, verses 1 to 17: 

“1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2 and she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; 
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 
the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as 
soon as it was born. 5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days. 

“7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, 8 and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time. 

“13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child. 14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she 
might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent. 15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood 
after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast 
out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.” 

We come now today to a very important point in the book of Revelation.  Chapter 12 is a very 
important point in this book for two reasons.  First of all, Revelation 12 marks the beginning of 
the fourth parallel section of this book, which covers chapters 12 through 14.  Now we have 



already seen the first three parallel sections when we looked at the seven churches, the seven 
seals, and the seven trumpets.   

As we said last week, each of these parallel sections describes the things that will characterize 
the age between the first and the second coming of Christ.  Each of these parallel sections takes 
up a theme and explains the circumstances that will characterize the age regarding that theme.  
And so, the warfare of the churches, the works of the wicked, and the wrath of the Lord were the 
themes of these first three parallel sections that we have looked at.   

Now this fourth parallel section of the book of Revelation takes up the theme of the work of 
Satan in this age, and in particular, the work of Satan and his helpers, who are the beast out of the 
sea, the beast out of the earth, Babylon, and all the people who receive the mark of the beast.  We 
are introduced to them all in this fourth parallel section, in chapters 12 through 14.   

Now Satan, who is here called the dragon, does not do his work all by himself.  Just like God 
employs angelic and human agents to accomplish His work, in the same way, Satan employs 
demonic and human agents to accomplish his work as well.  So the dragon, who is Satan, in 
chapter 13 and 14 employs the beast that rises up out of the sea; the beast that rises up out of the 
earth; Babylon, the great whore; and all the people who take the mark of the beast.  These are 
Satan’s helpers who carry out his work on earth and who oppose and who persecute Christ and 
His people.   

So this fourth parallel section has as its theme, the work of Satan and His helpers.  We see the 
vision of the woman giving birth to Christ in chapter 12.  We see the vision of the dragon and the 
two beasts opposing the kingdom of Christ in chapter 13.  We see the vision of the victory of 
Christ over the dragon and his helpers at His second coming in chapter 14.   

So once again, just like in the three previous parallel sections, we are told what will occur and 
what will characterize the timeframe between the first and the second coming of Christ.  Each of 
these parallel sections opens with the things that occur at the beginning of this age, and they 
close with the things that occur at the end of this age.   

Here we see Jesus being born in chapter 12; we see His second coming at the end of chapter 14; 
and of course, everything that occurs between the first and second coming, according to the 
particular theme under view, which is Satan and his helpers, is what is described in the 
intervening chapters.   

But there’s a second reason why chapter 12 is a very important point in this book of Revelation, 
and that is, not only does it introduce to us the fourth parallel section in this book, but it also 
begins the second half of the entire book of Revelation.   

You recall from our introduction to this book that when we looked at the outline of this book, we 
saw that the book of Revelation is divided into two major sections.  In chapters 1 through 11, we 
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have a description of the physical conflict between believers and unbelievers.  The visible, 
physical, and personal warfare that occurs between Christians and non Christians is prominently 
on display in these first eleven chapters as the people of Christ assault the kingdom of darkness 
with the light of the gospel, and as the people of Satan assault the kingdom of Christ with social 
and physical and governmental persecution and death.   

The conflict and warfare described, then, in these first eleven chapters is primarily horizontal.  It 
primarily involves people in conflict with people.  But the second half of the book of Revelation, 
beginning at chapter 12 and extending clear to the end of the book in chapter 22, sets forth the 
spiritual conflict between Christ and Satan.  Here in this last half of the book, the narrative 
moves from being primarily about the conflict between believers and unbelievers to being 
primarily about the conflict between Christ and Satan.  It moves from describing the visible 
physical conflict that is on earth, to the invisible and spiritual conflict that takes place in heaven 
between Christ and Satan.   

Now understanding that behind all physical events is this higher, spiritual conflict between Christ 
and Satan explains why things happen as they do in the physical realm.  After all, why were all 
of Job’s flocks stolen, and all of his servants and children killed, and his health destroyed?  Why 
did his wife and friends turn on him?  Those were the visible, physical things you could see 
happening on earth that were caused by people and natural events.  But what was behind all of 
that?  The reason why all of those things were occurring on earth is because behind this human 
conflict and this human sorrow that Job was experiencing was a spiritual and unseen conflict 
between God and Satan.  The conflict in the invisible realm, was played out in the visible realm.   

So the physical conflict that occurs between the church and the world in the first half of the book 
of Revelation is the result of the spiritual conflict between Christ and Satan that is revealed in the 
second half of the book of Revelation.  It was believers in conflict with unbelievers in chapters 1 
to 11, and now it will be Christ in conflict with Satan in chapters 12 to 22, which explains why 
all those things in chapters 1 to 11 occurred. 

The point is this: the conflict between the church and the world is just the outworking of the war 
between Christ and Satan.  I am sure that from time to time things happen in your life and in 
your circumstances that seem completely inexplicable to you.  You ask, Why did that happen?  
What is that about?  Well the answer is, that what you are experiencing is only the visible part of 
the story, that would only make sense if you knew the invisible part of the story that is hidden 
from our eyes.   

The thing is, we won’t know about the invisible part that explains the visible things that we’re 
experiencing until we get to heaven.  And until then, we just have to trust God like Job did, and 
trust Him even when He does not explain to us or reveal to us the whole story.  We must have the 
disposition of Job when he says, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust him,” because I know that 
whatever is happening to me here on earth has a deeper, larger, greater, spiritual, invisible 
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explanation that I will not know until I get to heaven.  So until then, I just simply have to trust 
Him, even though I can’t understand what he is doing.   

We know that God is doing the right thing, and that is enough.  Shall not the judge of all the earth 
do right?  Will He ever do wrong?  Will He ever do you wrong?  He will not.  And so God can be 
trusted because of His character, even when what He is doing cannot be understood just by the 
things that are seen.   

Now as we turn our attention to Revelation chapter 12, we see Satan attempting to destroy Christ 
at His birth.  Having failed at that effort, he then turns his efforts to destroying the church—
something that he fails at doing as well.   

The book of Revelation is a record of Satan’s failures.  At every single point in this book, he is 
defeated.   

The book of Revelation is also a record of Christ’s triumphs.  At every single point, He succeeds.  
And this of course is a great encouragement to Christians.  Our sufferings are temporal, but our 
triumph in Christ is eternal, and knowing that will help us endure to the end without losing hope 
and without losing faith.  This chapter tells us how Christ protects us as His people from the 
assaults of Satan. 

So what we want to do together then today is begin to explore this fourth parallel section in the 
book, and we’re going to be looking together at verses 1 through 6, which of course set the stage 
for everything that occurs all the way through chapter 14.   

In the first place then this morning, let us consider together the appearance of the woman.  The 
appearance of the woman is in verses 1 to 2.  Notice Revelation 12, verses 1 to 2: “1 And there 
appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2 and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, 
and pained to be delivered.” 

Now as John’s visions continue, he sees a great wonder in heaven.  This wonder is in the form of 
a glorious and a magnificent woman, who is dazzling and awe-inspiring in her person and in her 
appearance.  This woman represents the true Israel of God, which consists of those saved, both 
before and after the coming of Christ.  Old Covenant Israel brought forth the Messiah, and New 
Covenant Israel bears witness to the Messiah, and both are represented by this woman.  This 
woman is said to bring forth Messiah, and after Messiah is caught up to heaven, this woman 
continues to be on earth and carry on witnessing to the Christ that she brought forth.   

So the woman represents the people of God, of both the Old Covenant and the New Covenant 
era.  The woman represents Old Covenant Israel, because it was out of Old Covenant Israel that 
Messiah was born.  And the woman represents New Covenant Israel, because she is persecuted 
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by Satan as soon as Christ ascends to His throne, and she is persecuted as long as the New 
Covenant era goes on.   

So the woman then represents the whole body of the people of God, both of the Old and the New 
Covenants.  There is just one body of Christ, one church, one true group of God’s elect that  
predate and postdate Christ’s first coming, and collectively, they are the presence of the kingdom 
of God here on earth.   

Now this woman is said to be clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars.  This is very clearly a reference to Old Covenant Israel, as Israel is 
symbolized in the dream of Joseph.  Please turn in your Bibles to Genesis chapter 37.  We’re 
going to start reading together at verse 5.  Of course, by this time, Jacob has had all twelve of his 
sons, and it says in verse 5, “And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it [to] his brethren: and 
they hated him yet the more.”   

You know, whenever you preach the word of God, people often hate you for it.  And God gave 
Joseph divine revelation, and Joseph is telling people the revelation, and they don’t like it.  
Nevertheless, verse 6, “…He said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: 
7 for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood 
upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 8 And his 
brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over 
us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.” 

Now here’s our passage: “9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, 
Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. 10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and 
thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 11 And his brethren envied 
him; but his father observed the saying.” 

Now without delving into the meaning and the application of the dream itself, clearly here the 
sun, the moon and the stars represent the entire nation of Israel, the whole tribe of Israel that 
existed at that point in history.  You had Jacob and his wife, the sun and the moon, and then of 
course you had the twelve sons, who were the children of Jacob.  And they were the totality of 
the nation of Israel at that point in history, represented by those symbols.   

So as we turn back to Revelation chapter 12 now, and it says “there appeared a great wonder in 
heaven; a woman clothed with”—notice—“the sun, and the moon [and] a crown of twelve stars,” 
this is clearly drawing from the imagery of Joseph’s dream, and saying that this woman 
represents the whole nation of Israel, just as the sun and the moon and the stars represented the 
whole nation of Israel as it existed at that time in Genesis 37. 
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Notice if you will verse 2.  It says, “and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained 
to be delivered.”  Now here Israel is pictured as travailing in birth to bring forth the Messiah, 
who is Jesus Christ.  Ever since Genesis 3:15, when the seed of the woman was promised to 
crush Satan and his works, the covenant community of the people of God have cried out in 
travail for the birth of this promised Savior.   

Israel has groaned and cried for Christ to come and save her from her sins, and to save her from 
her enemies, all throughout the centuries.  We hear these birth cries in the voice of the prophets 
and in the voice of the Psalms, as they travailed with God in prayer and supplications for 
Messiah to come.  Israel suffered and travailed under the persecutions of the surrounding nations 
as she persevered in maintaining her national identity in the face of vicious attacks, while waiting 
for Messiah to be born.   

So we see men like Simeon in Luke 2 and verse 25, who “was just and devout,” notice, “waiting 
for the consolation of Israel”; that is, waiting for the coming of Messiah, persevering under 
oppression by Rome until Messiah should be born, exemplifying the maternal desires and 
travails of the nation of Israel as they waited to see Messiah born among them.  Ever since the 
promises of Genesis 3:15, Israel has been pregnant with hope and expectation of Messiah’s birth, 
and finally at the appointed time, Israel is going to bring the promised Messiah forth into this 
world.  And thus we have the appearance of the woman. 

But notice in the second place, not only the appearance of the woman, but secondly, the 
appearance of the dragon.  Now the appearance of the dragon is in verses 3 and 4.  It says, “And 
there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready 
to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” 

Now as John continued to look in his vision, another wonder appeared in heaven.  In contrast to 
the glorious and beautiful woman of verses 1 to 2, here there is the appearance of a horrible, evil, 
dreadful dragon.  And while the woman of verses 1 to 2 represents the true Israel of God, this 
dragon represents Satan himself.   

The identification of this dragon as Satan himself is made plain in verse 9 of this chapter.  Notice 
if you will verse 9: “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan.”  So clearly, the dragon is Satan.  He’s also called the serpent, he’s also called the Devil.  
He has numerous names.  Furthermore, if you turn to Revelation chapter 20 and verse 2, it says 
regarding the angel, that “he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him a thousand years.”   

And so twice, these four labels are given to the same person.  Satan is the Devil, is the serpent, is 
the dragon.  Throughout the book of Revelation, wherever the dragon appears—and he appears, 
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as we will see in chapter 13 and elsewhere—the dragon always and without exception represents 
Satan himself.   

Now it says of this dragon, in verse 3, that he is red—“great red dragon.”  He is red because red 
is the color of blood, and Satan is pictured here as bathed in blood because Satan is a murderer of 
men’s bodies and a murderer of men’s souls.  Jesus said of Satan in John chapter 8 and verse 44, 
that he was a “murderer from the beginning.”  You recall that the red horse of the second seal in 
Revelation 6 and verse 4 symbolized war and killing, in which much blood is shed, and therefore 
the horse is red in color.  And we will see in Revelation chapter 17 that the great harlot Babylon 
sits on a red beast, and she herself is clothed in red, because she too produces death and slaughter 
and bloodshed.  So here we have this nightmarish dragon bathed in blood.   

But there is more to this description.  It says in verse 3 that he has “seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads.”  Now clearly, this is symbolism, and what we have here is a 
symbolic description of the nature of Satan.  Seven, as we have seen, is the number of 
completion.  God completed the creation of the world in seven days.  And ten is the number of 
perfection.  “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.”  There are ten commandments 
in the law of God.  The heads with their crowns represent dominion.  The head of a nation is one 
who wears a crown on his head.  He has dominion over the nation.  So a head with a crown 
conveys the idea of dominion.  The horns, as we have seen, represent power and strength.  Horns 
are what animals use to express their power and strength in fighting and gaining dominion.  
Putting all this symbolism together then, the meaning is simply this: Satan is the god of this 
world, who has tremendous power and strength.   

Ephesians 2 and verse 1 says that Satan is the “prince of the power of the air.”  Ephesians 6 and 
verse 12 says that Satan is the ruler “of the darkness of this world.”  And in John 14:30, Jesus 
called Satan “the prince of this world.”  So Satan is the king of this world.  He controls all of the 
unsaved.  They do his will, they carry out his agenda, they engage in war and slaughter and 
murder at his command.  So Satan has complete dominion over the wicked and this fallen world.   

The completeness of his dominion is symbolized by the seven heads.  Seven is the number of 
completion.  So he has complete dominion over the wicked in this fallen world, and he has 
perfect power to accomplish all that he is allowed to do.  He has ten horns—ten being the 
number of perfection, and horns, the symbol of power.  Satan has complete dominion over the 
wicked in this fallen world and he has perfect power to accomplish all that he is allowed to do.  
And so he has great authority and he has great strength: he has great authority—seven heads that 
are crowned; he has great strength—ten horns.   

But Satan does not do his work alone.  Notice verse 4: “And his tail drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth.”  Now when Satan originally fell in his initial 
rebellion and sin against God, he did not fall alone.  By his seducing power, he dragged along 
with him a vast number of angels who joined him in his rebellion and fell along with him.  By 
his influence, Satan caused these angels to fall from their high place in heaven so they were 
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brought down to the lowest place on earth, where they exist as demons and assist Satan in his 
evil works. 

We see in verse 7 that “there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels”—that’s the good angels
—“fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels.”  So the dragon has angels.  
These are the stars that are spoken of that were brought down from heaven to earth.  That is the 
imagery of the fall of the angels.  And of course, many of them are bound in the pit until the day 
of judgment.  2 Pe 2:4, Jude 1:6 

Now “three” we have seen is the number of perfection and completion.  Therefore, one third is 
the idea of imperfection and incompleteness, okay?  It’s a diminution of the primary number 
three.  So it says that “his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven.”  In other words, he was 
not able to get all of the angels to fall, but only a lesser part, a minority of them fell.  But even 
though only a minority of them fell, they still constitute a vast number of demons, ready to assist 
Satan in his evil works.  If there are hundreds of millions of good angels, as the Scriptures 
declare, then certainly there are many millions of fallen angels, otherwise known as demons, to 
assist Satan in his work.  Thus, not only did Satan fall, but he brought about the fall of, 
symbolically speaking, the third part of the angels that were in heaven. 

Now this horrible dragon is said in verse 4 to stand before the woman who “was ready to be 
delivered” in order “to devour her child as soon as it was born.”  Now you women who have had 
babies, here you are—you’re lying on your back and you’re having a baby, and there’s someone 
standing between your legs to receive the baby, right?  It always happens that way.  And imagine 
if that person was ready to choke the life out of your child as soon as it was born, and you knew 
it.  Wouldn’t that be awful?  And then, he’s all covered in blood and he’s got all his evil helpers 
standing around, and you’re giving birth.  That’s the picture here.  So here is Satan, standing 
before the woman who is ready to be delivered, so that he can devour her child as soon as it is 
born.   

Now this event is recorded as it actually did occur in Matthew chapter 2.  I’d like you to turn in 
your Bibles please to Matthew chapter 2.  This story is often preached on at Christmas time 
because that’s, of course, the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  But as wonderful as the birth of 
Jesus is, there were horrible people who wanted to do horrible things in relationship to that birth.  
Notice if you will Matthew chapter 2, verse 1:  

“1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”  All well and good so far, 
right?  Now notice verse 3: “When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled,”—
not rejoicing, but troubled, upset, mad, angry—“and all Jerusalem with him.”  There was 
turmoil. 
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“4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded 
of them where Christ should be born. 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it 
is written by the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the least among the 
princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

“7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the 
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship 
him also.”  And here you see Satan, the liar, speaking through his agent Herod, saying, Oh, I 
want to worship Him!  No, he wanted to choke the life out of Him.   

“9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”   

That’s all wonderful.  But now the evil arises, verse 12: “And being warned of God in a dream 
that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 13 And 
when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I 
bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.”  There is Satan—standing 
in his agent Herod, at the birth of Messiah, waiting to crush the life out of Him. 

Verse 14: “When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt: 15 and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 16 Then Herod, when he saw 
that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 18 In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not 
be comforted, because they are not.” 

Here we see that Satan, with all of his demonic helpers and with all of his human helpers, sought 
to destroy Christ as soon as He was born, but they utterly failed in their effort to do so.  Satan 
wanted to destroy Christ, and thereby subvert Christ’s work of destroying the works of the Devil.  
But Satan with all of his demons, combined with Herod and all of his soldiers, could not destroy 
Christ at His birth.   

Now here we see how satanic activity that was invisible drove human actions, which were 
visible, and provides the real explanation for human atrocities.  I’m sure the people in Bethlehem 
were thinking, Why did the King send his soldiers to slaughter all the children that were under 
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two years of age?  Think of little Jane—somebody jerking him out of her mother’s arms and 
slashing her throat, dropping her to the floor, walking out.  You think, How could people do such 
horrible things?  Well the answer is, that Satan himself is behind unsaved humans, driving them 
to do the things that they do.   

Islam is the right hand of Satan, and that is why it is a religion of murder and slaughter.  Right 
now, you’re looking at ISIS and you’re seeing all the horrible things they’re doing to people—
burning them, crushing them, machinegunning them, drowning them, and whatever horrendous 
thing they can think up, and you think, How can people do that to other people?  The same way 
Herod could slaughter all of these infants.  He was driven and empowered and directed by the 
great, red, blood-dripping Satan to do so.   

So don’t stand amazed at what happens on earth.  Recognize that it’s just the outplaying of what 
Satan is doing, and what God allows him to do, as God is accomplishing His purposes here upon 
the earth.  We need to understand that behind every unsaved person and the horrible things they 
do is a demonic power and a demonic direction that causes them, in conjunction with their own 
fallen and depraved desires, to carry out the will of the evil one, or attempt to carry it out.  And 
how often does God thwart their true intent?  Every time.  Satan never succeeded, even though 
he did horrible things.   

Well that brings us then to our third major point.  Turn back please to Revelation chapter 12.  
Having seen the appearance of the woman in verses 1 to 2, having seen the appearance of the 
dragon in verses 3 and 4, notice thirdly, the appearance of the man child in verses 5 and 6.  It 
says, “5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days.” 

Now in spite of Satan’s best efforts, Israel brought forth the man child, Jesus Christ.  Here is a 
male descendant of David, one who will occupy the throne of David, and one who will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever.   

Now this “rule” that this Messiah shall have, and does have, is described in Psalm 2.  Notice if 
you will, chapter 12 of Revelation and verse 5: “she brought forth a man child,”—here it is
—“who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.”  Where do we read that phrase?  We read it in 
Psalm 2.  Turn back, please to Psalm 2.  Here you have a much better understanding of this 
Psalm, as we understand it in light of Revelation chapter 12.   

Notice verse 1 of Psalm 2: “Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and 
against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from 
us.”  There is Herod, striving to destroy Messiah and His rule and His reign.   
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Verse 4: “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.”  Satan, 
even though he stands before the woman to destroy the man child as soon as He is born, utterly 
fails.  God laughs in his face.  He is saying, You’re not going to succeed. 

Verse 5: “Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.”  
Herod and Satan, and all of that cadre of people and forces that set themselves against God’s 
Son, God speaks to them in His wrath, He vexes them in His sore displeasure, and he says in 
verse 6, “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.”  And of course, that is Jesus Christ.   

Now Jesus speaks prophetically in verse 7.  Jesus says, “I will declare the decree: the LORD hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”  Now 
isn’t that what Satan offered to Jesus in the temptation?—Oh, I’ll give you all the kingdoms of 
the earth!  And God the Father says, No, I’ll give them to you.   

Here is our verse—verse 9: “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter’s vessel.”  And thus our passage in Revelation 12 and verse 5, that Jesus shall 
“rule all nations with a rod of iron.”   

Verse 10: “Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.”  Listen up, 
Herod and your crowd.  “11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the 
Son,” that is, kiss His feet in submission and humility and obedience, “lest he be angry, and ye 
perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.”  Remember, He’s got an iron rod in 
his hand.  “Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” 

Now turn back please to Revelation chapter 12.  What is being alluded to here in Revelation 12 
and verse 5, when it says He’s “to rule all nations with a rod of iron,” is that this Jesus that was 
born, was born to sit on the throne of David and to rule with a rod of iron over all His enemies, 
who of course are Satan and Satan’s people and Satan’s demons.  And this is exactly what Jesus 
did during His life here on earth.   

You notice in verse 5 it says that she brought forth a man child—there’s His birth; and He 
ascended to heaven—there’s the end.  What happened in between?  You have these two 
bookends, right?  His birth and His ascension.  And then everything that happens in between is 
described with this phrase: “who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.”   

Now what did Jesus do during His life while He was here on earth?  The answer is, He began to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron.  He began to subdue these rebellious kings and people.  He 
began to subdue Satan and his demons.  He began to exercise the rule of the throne of David 
while He was here on earth.  He ruled demons and cast them out, and commanded them to 
depart, and they obeyed.  He ruled Satan’s people and subdued and conquered and converted 
them to His own kingdom.  And those who did not convert, He successfully resisted their efforts 
to destroy Him, until He offered Himself up as a substitutionary sacrifice for sin.   
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Turn please to Luke chapter 4, and you’ll see this illustrated.  This is just fascinating.  In Luke 
chapter 4, we see King Jesus ruling with a rod of iron.  Luke chapter 4 opens with the temptation 
in the wilderness: “1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did 
eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, 
saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 

“5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the 
glory of them: for that is delivered unto me;”—and it was—“and to whomsoever I will I give it. 
7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. 

“9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, 
If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 for it is written, He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any 
time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he 
departed from him for a season.”  Now who won?  Jesus did.  He defeated the Devil himself.  
Now let’s keep reading.  Verse 14: “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 
and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. 15 And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified of all. 

“16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was delivered unto 
him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where 
it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

“21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  This 
describes my ministry, my rule, and my reign. “22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 23 And 
he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever 
we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto 
you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in 
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great 
famine was throughout all the land; 26 but unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 
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city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Elishah the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 

“28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things,” notice, “were filled with wrath, 
29 and rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their 
city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.”  They took Him to the top of a cliff, and 
they were going to throw Him off.  Here are Satan’s people acting to devour Messiah, just like 
Herod.   

Notice verse 30: “But he passing through the midst of them went his way, 31 and came down to 
Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 32 And they were astonished 
at his doctrine: for his word was with power.”  So He defeats Satan himself in verses 1 to 13, and 
now He defeats Satan’s people, in verses 14 to 30.   

Now let’s just keep reading.  Verse 33: “And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a 
spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34 saying, Let us alone; what have we 
to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; 
the Holy One of God. 35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 
And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 36 And 
they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with 
authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 37 And the fame of 
him went out into every place of the country round about.” 

So here we see He defeats Satan in verses 1 to 13; He defeats Satan’s people in verses 14 to 30; 
and He defeats Satan’s demons in verses 31 to 37.  And this is just a sample of the beginning of 
His rule on the throne of David, bearing His rod, defeating all of His enemies—Satan and his 
helpers, whether they be human or whether they be demonic, none of them triumphs over Him.  
He triumphs over all of them, and that describes the totality of His ministry.  He systematically 
destroyed the works of the Devil and the Devil himself wherever he went and whatever he did.  
And at the end of His earthly ministry, He triumphed over Satan as well, even when it appeared 
Satan had won.  Satan stirred up his agents to cause the death of Jesus on the cross, but Jesus 
defeated Satan by defeating death, and rising from the grave, and ascending into heaven. 

And so from His birth to His ascension, Christ triumphed over Satan at every point, defeated 
Satan in every battle, and continually and repeatedly struck him with His rod of iron, shattering 
all of his attempts to thwart the saving work and plan of God.   

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 12.  The child is caught up to God and to His throne at 
the end of verse 5.  What happens after that?  Verse 6: “And the woman”—that’s the same 
woman that brought forth Messiah to birth—“the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath 
a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days.” 
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Now when Jesus ascended into heaven, the woman who gave Him birth, that is, the true Israel of 
God, the true saved people of God, remained behind.  He went up, but they didn’t go up, right?  
Acts chapter 1—they were left behind, looking up—There He goes!  And here they are, still on 
earth.   

So the old Israel of God, who gave Christ His birth, has now become the new Israel of God 
through the institution of the New Covenant.  It has now become the New Covenant Church that 
represents Christ on earth and who testifies to Christ on earth.  You remember what Jesus said?  
“You shall be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of 
the earth.”   

So the dragon, having been defeated by Christ, turns all of his wrath upon Christ’s kingdom and 
Christ’s citizens that Christ left here on earth, and the dragon is determined to destroy them.  But 
the woman—that is, the church—finds a refuge from the wrath of the dragon, it says in verse 6, 
and that refuge is the wilderness.  Notice verse 6: “And the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days.” 

Now to understand verse 6, we have to reflect for a moment on the Old Testament.  In the book 
of Revelation, we have already seen how many of the temporal judgments God brought upon the 
wicked of this age in the seven trumpets paralleled and echoed the plagues that God brought on 
Egypt through Moses.  We have also seen in our previous studies how Egypt and Pharaoh 
prefigured Satan in the bondage and the oppression and the persecution he inflicts on the people 
of God.   

So we have in the Old Testament, Pharaoh, who represents Satan, and Egypt, the place of 
bondage.  We have Moses, who comes and brings the ten plagues, you remember, and liberates 
the children of Israel.  And this imagery is brought wholesale over into the book of Revelation.  
And what is fascinating, is that Pharaoh is called a dragon in several places in the Scripture.   

Turn please if you will to Psalm 74, verses 13 and 14.  In Psalm 74, the psalmist is recounting the 
history of Israel.  This is written during the kingdom of David, right?  So he’s looking back 
retrospectively, and he says in verse 12, “For God is my King of old, working salvation in the 
midst of the earth.”  Now he describes that salvation: “13 Thou didst divide the sea,” that is, the 
Red Sea, “by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.”   

Now who got their head broken in the Red Sea?  Pharaoh and his army, right?  They were the 
dragons of the waters.  “14 Thou brakest the heads”—plural—“of leviathan”—singular—“in 
pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.”  So here, Pharaoh is 
called “leviathan,” or the “dragon,” and he is said to have “heads,” plural, just like the 
multiheaded dragon of Revelation chapter 12.  So the hebrew word translated “leviathan” is 
sometimes translated “sea monster”, but it also can be translated “dragon”, as it is in Isaiah 27 
and verse 1.  
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Now turn please also to Ezekiel 29.  We see this same imagery of Pharaoh as the dragon being 
brought up.  Ezekiel 29, verse 1: “In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, set thy face”—now listen
—“against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: 3 speak, and 
say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon 
that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for 
myself.”  Now it’s talking about the Nile River, okay?  And they worshiped the Nile as a god.  
And Pharaoh here is called a dragon.   

How did Israel escape the dragon, Pharaoh?  Well she fled into the wilderness and went through 
the Red Sea, where the dragon was stopped, right?  Israel was able to go into the wilderness.  
What was the wilderness?  The wilderness was a place of refuge from the dragon.  In the 
wilderness, God protected Israel and God fed Israel while Israel’s adversary the dragon could not 
reach her there.  Never again did Pharaoh show up in the wilderness to harass the people of God.   

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 12.  The imagery here is of the church fleeing into the 
wilderness, and we see that there God protects His church and provides for His church in that 
wilderness, just like He protected Israel in the wilderness and fed her manna in the wilderness, 
and He did so for all the time between their liberation from Egypt and their entrance into the 
Promised Land.   

Moses is the picture of the delivering Messiah who delivers Israel from the dragon, Pharaoh.  He 
leads them across the Red Sea, and destroys Pharaoh from ever being able to harm the people of 
God again. He then he leads them through the wilderness until they reach the Promised Land, 
which represents the new earth of Revelation 21.  And while they’re in the wilderness, He 
protects them and He provides for them.  So  in the same way, under the New Covenant, in the 
wilderness of this world, God protects his church from the dragon, who is Satan, and provides 
for His church with the bread of life, and He does so for the entire time between the first and the 
second coming of Christ, this symbolic number of one thousand two hundred and sixty days, that 
represents the church age.   

Now remember we’ve talked about how the one thousand two hundred and sixty days, forty two 
months, and three and a half years are all exact equivalents, and that this symbolic number is 
used to describe the entire time period between the first and the second coming of Christ.  You 
recall in Revelation 11:3-7 it was the entire time period of the church’s witness to the world. And 
we see right here in 12:6, when did the twelve hundred and sixty day begin?  It began at the 
ascension of Jesus.  When will it end?  When they finally reach the Promised Land.   

Now it’s fascinating to note that Numbers chapter 33 records forty two—not forty one and not 
forty three—forty two camping places that Israel stayed in on her journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land.  You can go count them yourself; I did it.  Forty two—speaking of the forty two 
months, the time between Egypt and the Promised Land.  Forty two camping spots.  It says, They 
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camped here, and then they removed, and they camped here; and then they removed, and they 
camped here.  Well, you count up all the camping spots, and you find forty two of them. 

So clearly, the forty two months, the three and a half years, the twelve hundred and sixty days—
it all begins at liberation—the first coming of Christ, and it ends at deliverance into the Promised 
Land of the new heavens and the new earth, at the second coming of Christ.   

Now verse 6 is going to be greatly expanded and explained later in Revelation chapter 12, in 
verses 13 to 17.  Revelation 12, verse 6, is a brief summary statement of what is contained in 
verses 13 to 17.  “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of 
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”  God’s going 
to take care of His church during the entire period between the first and second coming of Christ.  
And now verse 13 to 17 of this same chapter: “13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto 
the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child”— that whole section 
from verse 13 to 17, expands on what is said in verse 6.   

We’re going to look at Satan being cast out of heaven in verses 7 to 12 next time, God willing.  
But this is really exciting, in that it sets before us once again this whole sweep of what’s going to 
happen, and what has happened, during this time between the first and the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus.  

What I want you to take away from this is that God has a plan, and the Devil has a plan, and 
though the Devil does horrible things, his plans are always thwarted, and the plan of God is 
always successful.  Though Satan has a kingdom, it’s being systematically destroyed and 
dismantled and defeated, and Christ has a kingdom, and it’s systematically being built and 
strengthened and expanded, until there is complete success on the part of Christ, and complete 
defeat on the part of Satan.   

So as you go through things in this life, and bad things happen to you, just recognize—Well, 
that’s the evil one at work, but he’s on a leash and God has him under control, and he’s not going 
to be able to do any permanent harm.  He may cause me a lot of pain, but he can’t hurt me, 
because God is working all things together for good, and in that good is my comfort, even in the 
midst of the pain of the thorns of the flesh and all these other things that occur to me.   

What we’re being told here is to recognize that behind all human actions are spiritual, heavenly 
actions, this playing out of this conflict between God and Satan.  So don’t get discouraged about 
bad things that happen here on earth, as though somehow God isn’t in control.  When all those 
babies were slaughtered in Bethlehem, God was in control of that.  And when people are being 
slaughtered in the world today, God is control of that.  He allows it to go so far, and no further.  
And we shake our heads and we say, Why?  And God says, Trust me.  I’m doing the right thing.  
Wait until you see the end, and when you do, you will say, The Judge of all the earth has done 
right.  Blessed be His holy name.  Well let us pray together. 
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Our Father, we thank you so much for this revelation of this behind-the-scenes, invisible activity 
that takes place in the spiritual realm between God and Satan, and how that’s played out in the 
visible, physical realm when soldiers slaughter babies in Bethlehem.  Father, we just ask that you 
would cause us to trust, even when we can’t understand, and to continue to have faith and 
obedience, even when there is pain is in our lives.  Father, we thank you that in the wilderness of 
this world, you have provided us a refuge from Satan so that he cannot touch us.  We’re so 
grateful, Father, that Jesus has prayed for us that we might be protected and that we might be 
provided for, and that we might be preserved unto His kingdom.  Help us then, Father, to look 
past the physical events we see, and see this greater conflict and its outcome that shall come to 
pass in your timing, and in that vision, find our comfort and peace.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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