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You know, this morning there are many of you today who at some level or at some 
capacity may be searching or seeking but what we've just heard needs to ring true in our 
ears and our heart today that God, his grace, is seeking to find you. So whatever you're 
going through, wherever you've been, wherever you find yourself as far as that position 
today, let me encourage you to do something. In just a moment, we're just going to have a
time of prayer and it's going to be eerily quiet in this room, in fact, sometimes it's the 
silence that bothers us in our culture today. Let me just ask you to pray that wherever you
are, whatever you're going through, would you pray that the grace of God who is seeking 
you out, that you would have the ears to hear his voice.

Let's pray together.

Lord, the whole concept of grace, it's truly marvelous, it's bewildering to us that you 
would be willing to bestow it to us, not just that you would be willing but that you would 
actively seek us out to bestow it. So, God, I pray at this moment wherever we may be in 
life, whatever we may be dealing with, whatever we may be struggling with, God, I pray 
that it would be your grace and your grace alone that would find us. It is in the name of 
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to take your Bibles and turn to the book of 1 John 
3. I also would encourage you to turn to the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation
5. Now, we're going to spend the majority of our time today in 1 John 3, but at toward the
end of the message, we are going to find ourselves just for a brief time in Revelation 5 
and if you're a first time guest or visitor with us, we're dealing with a subject matter over 
the course of this semester known as authentic Christianity. Now let me make it very 
clear: we're not trying to "recapture something that has been lost," in fact, authentic 
Christianity has never been lost from us, but what we see as even in the early days of the 
church, there was this struggle with the voices and the opinions and the ideologies of the 
world and what was it that a believer in Jesus Christ truly believed, how did they truly 
act? And so we're not recapturing something, we're not discovering something new, in 
fact, this is really more of a refresher course for us as we go through 1 John to see what 
does it look like to be a believer in Jesus Christ and today two very simple verses, but yet 
some of the most profound statements, not just in this book of the Bible, but in the Bible 
in its entirety.
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In 1 John 3:1-2, here's what we're going to see, we're going to see that God is going to 
make a very clear declaration to us. He is going to make a statement that we cannot 
avoid. And then we're going to see how his declaration makes us completely dependent 
upon him, not just for the today but for tomorrow.

Let me encourage you to turn to 1 John 3:1-2 and it says,

1 Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

Now I want you to notice this declaration that God begins with, that very first statement 
that he has bestowed upon us his love. Now that's a word in our culture that has been so 
misunderstood, so mistranslated, so misconveyed. It says that he has bestowed his love to
us, what I want us to see in just a moment is how he has done that and I believe 
scripturally speaking he bestows his love to us in what he has said or spoken to us and 
how he has shown or demonstrated it. So God's love is not just in word only but also he 
demonstrates it by showing us his love and I believe kind of, I guess the sub part of that is
how he does so. In fact, the way that God demonstrates his love to us is very contrary to 
what the world says today. In fact, the world today says that if you love somebody, let 
them do whatever they want. That's the true mark of love. When I love somebody, I don't 
make any decisions, I don't make any judgments, just let somebody be whoever they 
want to be, doing whatever they want to do. That's the mark of love, just let somebody 
be. 

You do realize that is completely opposite of what God says love is? In fact, in Hebrews 
12, it says that those whom God loves, he chastens or disciplines. You see, God's love is 
marked by the fact that he is willing to discipline us. In other words, he's the bumpers 
down the bowling alley. He's the ditches of the road. He wants to keep us in the middle. 
And yet today our world says, "Oh, we shouldn't discipline. We should just let people be 
whatever and whomever they want to be." No, God says, "You know I love you because 
I'm willing to discipline you." You go back to Proverbs 23:14, one of the most politically 
incorrect statements in your Bible that says that if a parent disciplines or corrects their 
child, it's because they do not want them to go to hell. Wow. How would that fly in the 
media today? But the Lord makes it very clear that the biblical expression of love is the 
willingness to discipline us.

Let me share with you how this works out in our home. Now, I know this is going to be a 
complete surprise to you having the fact that there are three children in my home that are 
technically preacher's kids, but occasionally they mess up. Occasionally. Occasionally 
they find themselves doing something they should not do, in a manner they should not be 
doing so, so discipline must be enacted. Here's the most important part about discipline in
the Meyers' home: it's not necessarily the manner in which its done or the style in which 
its done, it's the conversation afterwards. As soon as discipline is commenced, this is the 
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conversation that takes place with one or more of our children depending on who is at 
fault in the scenario at large. "We love you too much to let you continue behaving this 
way." You understand that when it says that God bestowed his love on us and in Hebrews
12, he says whom he loves he chastens or he disciplines, God loves you too much to let 
you mess around with sin. He loves you too much to let you mess around with some of 
the stuff that is out there. It is his love that says you should not participate in that. 

But it's not just the idea of discipline, it's also the idea of deliverance. In other words, he 
provides for us an out. You know, the name Jesus whom we've been singing about, we 
speak of all the time, the name Jesus derives from yeshua which literally means 
redeemer, one who delivers. In fact, when we know that God so loved the world he gave 
his only begotten Son, when Jesus was born, when Jesus lived, when Jesus died, when 
Jesus rose, his very name means deliverance and so what we see here is that when we talk
about God bestowing his love to us, he speaks discipline, he shows discipline, but he also
speaks and shows deliverance. In other words, it's not just enough to say, "Hey, you've 
gone outside of the lines," but he provides a means of restoration and reconciliation.

Allow me to illustrate scripturally. Let's take some of the more famous events in the 
Bible. How about this event known as Noah's flood? We're all pretty familiar with the 
event. Hopefully we learned it in vacation Bible school or Sunday school, but you take 
that idea, that concept that God said, "The wickedness of man's heart is horrific. Every 
thought is bad. So therefore I'm going to bring a great flood. I'm going to discipline you." 
Now, that wasn't in word only, was it? He actually did it, didn't he? It says for 40 days 
and for 40 nights it rained and everybody who wasn't on the boat, their flesh died. Here's 
what I want you to hear about that though: God gave them 120 years warning. 120 years, 
you would have thought they would have figured it out, right? For 120 years he says, 
"Your thoughts are wicked. There is discipline that is coming. Get on the boat." There's 
the deliverance. He actually provided a means of escape. He provided a means for them 
to escape the judgment of God and the Bible made it very clear that only eight people got 
on the boat. He provided. Now you think, "Well, how did they know it was happening?" 
It took Noah 120 years to build it. There is nobody who could have walked around 
saying, "Well, what's happening here? What's the answer? I don't understand this." Get 
on the boat. Eight people did.

We fast forward a few chapters to the story of the Tower of Babel. Humanity has 
gathered itself together after this Noadic flood. They decide they're going to build a tower
that's taller than God, bigger than God, basically shake their fists at God and say, "We 
know better how to be God than even you do, God." So God spoke it. He said, "I'm 
coming down. I'm going to come and I'm going to mess up your world and I'm going to 
send you in different directions." They kept building. He showed up. What happened? 
They went in different directions and according to the Bible that is why it is called Babel 
because of the confusion of the languages. 

But God didn't just discipline, God delivered. The very next chapter of your Bible a man 
by the name of Abram up in the Ur of the Chaldees, God comes to him and says, "Hey, 
humanity is messed up. They can't get this thing right. I want you and your wife to go to a
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place you've never heard of. I want you to have a child that you don't believe you can 
conceive. And I want you to be the lineage of the Messiah, the lineage of the Redeemer, 
the lineage of the Deliverer." And not only did he say it, you see that he showed it with 
the conception of whom we know as Isaac and then Jacob and the 12 tribes and 
eventually Yeshua, whom we know as Jesus.

How about the prophets of the Old Testament? Man, if there was a theme to Isaiah 
through Malachi, it's get right or it's going to get bad. That's the theme of the prophets 
and God comes to them hundreds of years in advance and says, "You are way off. You 
are in sin. You have no business doing what you're doing but you're doing it anyway. If 
you don't repent, I'm going to allow a people to come in and take you captive." In 722 BC
a group of people known as the Assyrians, they came into the northern kingdom and 
when they came into the northern kingdom, they took them captive. They took them 
away. The southern kingdom, you would think the southern kingdom would not only hear
the words of God but at least could see what happened to their brothers and their cousins 
up north, for 200 more years God continued to tell them, "Repent," and they didn't listen. 
He said, "Discipline is coming." Not only did he speak it, it happened because in 586, the
Babylonians, they knocked on the back door and they destroyed it all. 

Ah, but never disciplined separated from deliverance because God made it very clear, "If 
you do not repent and you allow the discipline to happen, you will be captive for 70 
years." Seventy years later, the famous stories of Nehemiah and Esther and Ezra and all 
these folks, they come back to what we know as the Promised Land. They rebuild the 
walls. They rebuild the temple. God delivered the scroll back into Ezra's hands. The word
of the Lord came again to their ears. 

You see, he disciplines but he delivers and as you get into the New Testament, 
particularly the life and the ministry of Jesus which we'll deal with in just a moment, even
the book of Revelation 2 and 3, there are all these churches that are mentioned, Ephesus 
and Laodicea and some of these famous churches, the Lord makes it clear, "There is 
something that is not right in your life. If you repent, it's going to be good. If you don't, 
it's going to be bad." He warned them. He spoke to them. And then even to this day, none
of those physical entities are around. Why? Because even though he warned them, he 
ultimately showed his love to them but never without the opportunity for deliverance. 
You see, what we see is God has made a very clear declaration. He has bestowed to us his
love. It looks completely different than the world says that love should be, but God does 
not want you to continue in your rebellion, he does not want you to continue in your sin 
so he warns us that we need to repent and we need to be right with him. 

So having said that, we pick it up in the middle of verse 1, it says, "that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." In 
light of what we've just said about the love of God being bestowed upon us, what this 
means is though he has declared his love, that we are completely dependent upon him 
today. Now, we're dependent upon him in two ways: our relationship to him and our 
relationship to the world.
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Now, let me deal with this both in a physical and a spiritual sense. You today are 
completely dependent upon God whether you recognize it or realize it or not and I can 
prove it, you're here. You say, "What do you mean? What does that prove?" The fact that 
you are here proves that you're dependent upon God because the first verse of your Bible 
says, "In the beginning God." Your breath, your life, your physical existence. And I know
there are those out there that say, "Well, we started in the goo, we moved to the zoo, and 
now we're you." I get all that but realize your being here today is because of God. The 
breath that you are breathing, the life that you are living, your existence is completely 
because, "Thus saith the Lord." You're completely dependent upon him physically today. 
If it were not for his allowing of it, you would not be here.

Now, you're also dependent upon him spiritually as well. I mean, you think about it, even
beginning in the garden of Eden in the book of Genesis 2 and 3, the Lord made it very 
clear that our relationship to him was based on our obedience to him and every since 
chapter 3, we've got this whole thing messed up. So spiritually speaking, what we gather, 
what we understand is that we're completely dependent upon him for salvation and 
forgiveness because you can't do it. You can never be good enough. You can never be 
religious enough. There is no way you can do enough to be good or not do enough of not 
bad to be good enough. In other words, you can't fix this problem. You and I are 
completely dependent upon him. That is why we desperately need Jesus. We couldn't fix 
it. Oh, we tried religion. That didn't work out real well. We tried our own schemes. That 
didn't work out real well. But that famous verse in John 3:16, "For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son." Why? Because that's the only way this 
problem was ever going to be solved. We've got a sin problem. The Bible says, "for all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." The only way we can solve our sin 
problem is through Jesus so we're completely dependent upon him. If it were not for him,
we could not have forgiveness. If it were not for him, we could not have salvation. We 
are completely dependent upon him today, not only for our physical existence but for our 
spiritual salvation and forgiveness. 

But it's not just our relationship to him, it's also our relationship to the world. Notice what
it says at the end of verse 1, "therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not." I want you to think about your relationship to the world for just a moment. I want to
think physical and then we're going to go spiritual. We live in a world...and I know there 
are many of you here seated right in front of me, you are smarter than I am and I will 
concede when it comes to biology, when it comes to chemistry, when it comes to physics,
astronomy. You are so much more intelligent than I am, I get that, but did you know that 
in Hebrews 1:3, it says that the word of God sustains what we know as creation. In other 
words, all those laws of physics, all those truths of chemistry, all those things are so 
because God allows it and God has ordained it and God has put it into motion and he is 
the one who came up with all that stuff. 

Why is that so important? I want you to think about this world that we relate to 
physically. How about the food you ate this morning, where did it come from? A 
restaurant? No, it didn't come from a restaurant. It ultimately came from the fact that God
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allowed a seed to be created that eventually was planted and it was watered and it became
that which you consumed today. Do you realize your food, your sustenance is from God? 
Let me ask you a very rhetorical question: what would happen right now, I mean, you and
I know that the earth is spinning at a very rapid pace, what if he just all of a sudden said, 
"Pause"? You know that wouldn't be good, right? I mean, we would go flying off this 
place. What if he just said, "You know, I think the sun ought to be just a little bit closer to
earth"? What if all of a sudden God said, "All those things that I put in perfect position, 
I'm going to suspend just for a brief moment"? Not only are we physically born because 
of him, our existence and our physical world is sustained by him.

That's the physical dimension but more importantly there is the spiritual. Notice it says 
the world does not know us. Now, I believe that as a believer in Jesus Christ, I believe 
that whatever the Lord has given to you to do according to Colossians 3, you should do it 
as unto the Lord. I believe that. I believe that there is nothing wrong with success. There 
is nothing wrong with being good at what you do. There is nothing wrong with being 
intelligent. There is nothing wrong with being athletic. There is nothing wrong with any 
of that but please hear me: though I love the fact that when a believer in Jesus Christ uses
their talents for the glory of God and succeeds in this world, if the world thinks that 
you're the best thing next to sliced bread, you might have a problem because you might 
be going the same direction it is.

Let me give you a very good example who made the media forefront again this week. 
There is a young man in our culture, many of you are aware, he was at one point a 
Heisman Trophy winner, a national championship, left handed quarterback a little few 
miles southeast of here. Some of y'all know who I'm speaking of. Very successful on the 
athletic field. Very successful as a commentator of sports. Very successful in life and so 
he has an athletic prowess, he is a personality, but yet just despised by the world. It seems
like that any time something happens in his life that is what we would measure as 
success, the world just seems to pounce on him. 

Notice what it says here, "the world knows you not." This week, this same young man 
who it just marvels me, has not played a baseball game since his junior year in high 
school, finds himself in the instructional league of major league baseball. His very first at
bat, he hit a home run. Now, I'm just going to be honest with you, I think that's pretty 
cool. I mean seriously, you hadn't played ball in that long, you get up to bat, you hit a 
home run. Do you know what happened within 60 minutes of hitting that home run? 
There were news media articles coming out that the video of it had been doctored and 
that he really didn't hit it, they were just saying that to make him look good. Come on, 
folks. The world knows us not. If the world keeps giving you a break, you might be 
swimming in the same pool as the world.

You see, what we need to understand is the world hates the things of Jesus Christ, the 
world hates the things of Christianity. Do you realize that we are the only barrier between
them and everything and every agenda they want? He says the world knows you not. 
Jesus said, "Marvel not if the world hates you, it hated me first." And so what we need to 
understand today, we are completely physically and spiritually dependent on the Lord not

Page 6 of 10



only for our existence and our forgiveness and our salvation, but let's talk about this old 
world we live in. When the world begins to pounce and when the world begins to hedge 
us about, and when the world begins to pressure us, the only one you've got is God. 
That's all you've got. And what does he say? "I've given you the belt of truth, the 
breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith," etc. and what we see is that the only 
means that we have against the things of this world is again God himself. You and I are 
completely totally dependent upon him.

Now that's the today. Let's talk about tomorrow. I don't mean Monday morning. I don't 
even mean next week, next month. I mean when we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun. Let's talk about eternity. Let's talk about after this life is over 
because if we're dependent upon him for today, then we most assuredly are dependent 
upon him for tomorrow.

Now, there are some things that we just do not know. I mean, after all, look at verse 2, it 
says, "Beloved, we the sons of God, it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." 1 
Corinthians 13:12, here's what the Apostle Paul gave us. He says we now look through a 
glass that is dark. We can't really see what it's going to be like. Even though the Bible 
speaks of the river of life, the Bible speaks of streets of gold, the Bible speaks of no pain 
and no sorrow, we read all that but there's so much we don't know. In fact, if you look at 
the story of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 12, the Bible says he's caught up into the 
heavens, he is literally around the throne room of God, and when he comes back, he says,
"I can't even really communicate the things that I saw. It was so marvelous, I can't even 
really communicate it." And so when we talk about eternity, when we talk about after this
life, please understand there is so much that we do not know but hear me clearly, church, 
there is a whole lot that we do know.

Let me share with you what we do know. We know that in eternity as a believer in Jesus 
Christ we will be completely forever changed. Let me give you biblical proof. 1 
Corinthians 15:50 says, "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God but I show 
you a mystery, we shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed for this corruptible will 
put on incorruption, this mortal will put on immortality." In other words, one day, one 
day when we're on the other side, one day when we're in that place the Bible calls heaven,
we will have a body that will not grow weary; we will have an existence that will not 
grow old; we will be incorruptible; we will be immortal; we will be as according he says 
"as he is." 

Now, we begin to speculate about what that's going to look like and one of the verses or 
one of the stories that often comes up in Scripture is found in Matthew 22. Matthew 22, 
there is a group of guys known as the Sadducees. They don't believe in eternity. They 
don't believe in the resurrection. They believe that as soon as you breathe your last 
breath, that's it. So they come to Jesus with a scenario. They said, "Okay, Jesus, we've got
a woman who's married to a man, her husband dies and she becomes a widow. In the 
custom of the day, she marries his six brothers consecutively but they all die. Seven 
husbands, seven times a widow, in the resurrection, whose wife is she?" I love Jesus' 
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response. He says, "You err not knowing the Scriptures." In other words, "Guys, you 
don't have a clue what you're talking about." 

And then he says in verse 30 of that chapter, he says, "for we shall be as the angels who 
do not marry." Now there are a lot of people who get all upset at that verse and they says,
"Oh, but I've had such a wonderful marriage." Those who haven't had such great 
marriages go, "Oh, woo, heaven's going to be great!" I mean, there are all kinds of sides 
here. But so many times we say, "Oh, but this person whom the Lord gave me for 30, 40, 
50, 60, 70 years, what do you mean we won't be there and we're going to be different?" 
Listen, I don't know about you but I'm kind of looking forward to my new body, 6'5" 
looks good on me. That's all I've got to say. I'm looking forward to it but my body is 
getting older and things aren't working. I joke, I've got chest to drawers disease. Do you 
know what chest to drawers disease is? My chest is dropping to my drawers. Man, I mean
it just keeps going down.

You know that God knows that whatever he has planned for your physical existence is so 
much better than you could ever imagine. Don't you think it's the same for our 
relationships as well? People get all upset, they get all bothered. They say, "Well, don't 
you love your wife?" "Oh, man, I'm crazy about her." They say, "Well, does it upset you 
that you're not going to be married for all of eternity?" I say, "Well, you know, I know 
what the Bible says and I know it says one day I'm going to have a mansion and her's will
probably be bigger than mine but I've made a request. I really have, this has been my 
prayer. I say, 'God, I know I don't get to be married to her but can I be her neighbor for 
all of eternity.'" That's all I've asked. So, yes it will be different but based on what I've 
shared with you, it may not be what we're used to but look at how much better it will be. 
If our bodies will be incorruptible, if our bodies will be immortal, don't you think our 
relationships will be even better than we could even imagine them today? 

So what we do know is that we're going to be forever changed but what we also know is 
he forever will not be changed. This is where Revelation 5 comes into play. If you would,
turn there for just a moment and as you're doing so, allow me to share with you some 
thoughts. Let's talk about the post resurrection Jesus, very different than his life and 
ministry. The last time I checked, the 3 ½ years of his ministry, if Jesus wanted to go into
a room, he opened the door. After his resurrection, he walked right through it. Before his 
resurrection, if he wanted to go from Jericho to Bethlehem, it took him a while and he 
walked. After his resurrection, he was up, he was there, it was instantaneous. The post 
resurrection physical existence of Jesus was so dramatically different than his life and 
ministry physical existence.

Why is that so important? Because eight days after he rose from the dead, there was a 
man by the name of Thomas who we know as doubting Thomas, and he came and he fell 
at his knees because he said that unless he touched the wounds, he would not believe. 
You find it interesting that a Jesus that before his death and resurrection was limited to 
opening doors and walking long distances now who is able to walk through doors and in 
an instant be in a different location, notice what Jesus said, he said, "Touch the wounds." 
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Interesting. Everything else was different but the wounds remained. Forty days later he 
would ascend on high.

We find ourselves in Revelation 5. By the way, if you've done any study of the book of 
Revelation, chapters 4 and 5 are very unique. Instead of the activities on earth, these are 
the activities in heaven. We find ourselves in a position where a book that is sealed with 
seven seals is about to be opened. In chapter 6, the character that we know as the 
antichrist is going to be unleashed. The famous four horseman of the apocalypse. But I 
want you to notice what happens beginning in verse 1 of chapter 5, it says, 

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written 
within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and 
to loose the seals thereof? 3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither 
under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 4 And 
I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the 
book, neither to look thereon. 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep
not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

Now stop right there for a moment. Who is that in verse 5? That's Jesus. You can't argue 
it. You can't debate it. It's not up for discussion. He says the only one who can open up 
this book is Jesus. Now notice what verse 6 says,

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain

Is that not intriguing to you? That here we have in the heavens, here we have this book 
about to be opened, Jesus still being identified by the marks of the cross. Slain as if a 
Lamb. Prophesied in the book of Exodus, fulfilled in the Gospels. 

Why is this so important? Because we're dependent upon the Lord for our tomorrow, not 
just for our today. Yes, he has declared his love. Yes, we can't be saved apart from him. 
But one of the things that I want you to notice, we may not know everything that heaven 
is going to look like, we may not grasp all of how relationships are going to operate, but 
here's what we do know: the Bible says you and I are going to forever be changed, but 
what I've just read says he will never be changed. The marks that bore our sins, that 
which purchased our salvation, is still present when John sees him in Revelation 5.

Why is that important? Because when we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining
as the sun, we may have no less days to sing his praise, than when we first begun. But 
according to what we just read, the reminder, the marks of how we even got to where we 
will be is still visible and present. How can we know that he loves us? So many times we 
focus on the discipline, so many times we focus on the why not this and what about that, 
he said, "I love you so much I'm willing to bear your sin in such a capacity that there will 
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be an eternal reminder that will never fade away." The last time I checked, that's a pretty 
good picture of love.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that 
individual today, it doesn't matter your background, your upbringing, it doesn't matter 
educational level or the number of dollars in your bank account. You know, maybe you're
that person today who would say, "Do you know what? I've never had that realization in 
my life. I've never come to that place in my life where I've acknowledged that I've 
messed up, where I've acknowledged I've sinned and asked Jesus to save me." I've got 
great news for you. Today can be that day. In fact, what I would encourage you to do in 
just a moment, just with our heads bowed, is just have a conversation with God. Now, I 
know technically we may call it prayer. You don't have to say what I would say. You 
don't have to say anything out loud but maybe your conversation with God would go a 
little something like this, "God, I realize today that I have, my entire existence I've been 
depending on myself and I realize today I need to depend on you. God, not only for today
but for tomorrow and I understand that the issue, the problem that I have is what you call 
sin. God, I've messed up. I've said things I shouldn't have said. I've done things I 
shouldn't have done. I've even thought things I shouldn't have thought. But I understand 
today that your love for me was through the person and the blood of Jesus Christ and I 
believe that Jesus came for me, I believe he lived for me, I believe he went to the cross 
for me, I believe he rose from the dead so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. And 
God, I don't have all the answers but I do know that Jesus is the only answer to my sin 
problem and so today the best way I know how, I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking 
you to save me and I just want you to know I want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a few moments I'm going to 
pray over us. When I'm done praying, when I say amen, we're going to stand afterwards 
and you're going to have the opportunity to step out and to step forward and we would 
love the privilege to talk with you, to pray with you, to deal with you, whatever it may be.
Maybe you've got questions. Maybe you've got concerns. Maybe you're curious about 
some things. We'd love to engage in that conversation. Maybe you're here today and 
you're already a believer, you've got that taken care of. Maybe there are some things that 
need to be dealt with. Maybe you need to follow in believer's baptism. Maybe you need 
to join this great church. I don't know what decision it may be, we just want to give you 
the opportunity to do so.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, again, how good it is to know that you're not 
satisfied with how we came onto this property but your desire is to transform us and to 
change us to who you would like and love us to be rather than who we've settled to be. 
So, God, whatever that decision may be, whatever that may mean, would you give us the 
conviction, would you give us the courage to simply follow through? It is in the name of 
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you, church, to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, 
we'll be here at the front.
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