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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith Chapter 3 “Of God’s Decree” 
 
(Review) Part 3-5: “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are 
predestinated, or foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ, to the praise of his glorious grace; 
others being left to act in their sin to their just condemnation, to the praise of his glorious justice. These 
angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed, and 
their number so certain and definite, that it cannot be either increased or diminished. Those of mankind 
that are predestinated to life, God, before the foundation of the world was laid, according to his eternal 
and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ unto 
everlasting glory out of his mere free grace and love, without any other thing in the creature as a condition 
or cause moving him thereunto.”   
 
Part 6: “As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so he hath, by the eternal and most free purpose of 
his will, foreordained all the means thereunto; wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are 
redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ, by his Spirit working in due season, are 
justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power through faith unto salvation; neither are any other 
redeemed by Christ, or effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.” 
  
6a As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so he hath, by the eternal and most 
free purpose of his will, foreordained (n) all the means thereunto; 
 
Review the last sentence in part 5. If the elect are chosen unto eternal life by God alone, then 
God alone provides and predestines the means to eternal life for the elect.  
 
Reference (n) 1 Peter 1:2 and 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 
 

1 Peter 1:2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.  
 

God’s foreknowledge is the cause and election is the effect. The elect are not chosen unto eternal 
life by their own actions, nor are they sanctified from sin or obedient to God by their own efforts 
or merits, but by God the Father, the Spirit and Jesus Christ. These are not debts owed, but gifts 
given, bringing peace to the elect. 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

 
The writers of the confession expand upon glory here. It is not just the glory of eternal life, but 
also the glory of temporal life. God’s word is heard, received, and then works in those that 
believe. Those that believe are the elect. God’s word energizes (“effectually worketh” is 
translated from the Greek word energeō) the elect. Nonetheless, God foreordained the means. 
 
6b wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, (o) are redeemed by 
Christ 
   
Reference (o) 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:8-11  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.  9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with him.  11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, 
even as also ye do. 
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1 Corinthians 13:12-13  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now 
I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  13  And now abideth faith, 
hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 

 
Though the elect are partakers in Adam’s sin, they are not left alone to die in it. Rather, God 
appointed them to salvation before time began in, by, and through Jesus Christ.  
 

1 Peter 1:18-21  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  
19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:  
20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you,  21  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the 
dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 

 
The purpose of God doing all these things for the elect is not so that the elect might have a better 
understanding of the steps taken to accomplish and sustain their salvation, but so that the elect 
might put their “faith and hope…in God”. Otherwise, if any works of man are introduced into the 
process, either external to the subject or internal within the subject, then God would have to 
share the glory of salvation with man. 
 
6c are effectually (p) called unto faith in Christ, by his Spirit working in due 
season, are justified, adopted, sanctified 
 
Reference (p) Romans 8:30 and 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 
 

Romans 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 
The elements of salvation listed by Paul here are: predestination, calling (which the writers of 
the confession state is “effectual” in that all that are called will respond), justification, and 
glorification. All of these are actions of God the Father, in concert with God the Son and God the 
Spirit to bring the chosen into eternal life and out of  death in sin.  
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

 
The writers of the confession reference this scripture for the second time and again use it to 
reiterate that God’s word has a part in the salvation of the elect, not in saving, but in sanctifying 
and glorifying. The word of God energizes the elect to persevere in their belief. 
 
6d and kept by his power through faith (q) unto salvation 
 
Reference (q) 1 Peter 1:5. 
 

1 Peter 1:5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 
 

The underlying theme of salvation is grace and mercy. The elect are saved by grace, not works, so that no one might 
boast that they did something that was worthy of salvation. The elect are kept in salvation by mercy, not works, 
because all man’s works, even the elect’s works, are worthless and filthy before God unless they are made holy by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Otherwise a single sin would cause the elect to lose their salvation. It is God’s power that keeps 
the elect safe and secure. He preserves the elect in salvation. 
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6e neither are any other redeemed by Christ, or effectually called, justified, 
adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect (r) only 
 
Reference (r) John 10:26, John 17:9, and John 6:64. 
 

John 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
John 17:9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; 
for they are thine. 
 
John 6:64  But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 

 
Though the elect are preserved and persevere in faith, hope, and love by God’s grace and mercy, 
God’s judgment and justice upon sin remains. Only the elect may be saved. All others 
(commonly called the non-elect) will be left to die in their sins without hope of salvation. 
 
Part 7: “The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and 
care, that men attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, 
from the certainty of their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election; so shall this doctrine 
afford matter of praise, reverence, and admiration of God, and of humility, diligence, and abundant 
consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel.” 
 
Part 7a The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with 
special prudence and care, 
 
The writers of the confession introduce this final part of chapter three with a warning. The 
doctrine of predestination can be divisive. It is something that the unregenerate reject and the 
regenerate dispute. In all cases where it is called into question, it is because men are unwilling to 
give glory to God in all aspects of eternal salvation as well as its temporal effects. But, as the 
writers of the confession explain, it does not have to be that way.  
 
Part 7b that men attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding 
obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of their effectual vocation, be 
assured of their (s) eternal election; 
 
Reference (s) 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 and 2 Peter 1:10. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  5  For our 
gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 

 
Paul tells the church at Thessalonica that they can and should know their election. They should 
have confidence in it, for it was revealed to them by men in word and by the Spirit in power. Not 
only that, but those that delivered the word demonstrated their election in their actions. 
 

2 Peter 1:10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
 

Peter exhorts the recipients of his letter to persevere and as a result of perseverance they will 
have surety in their calling and election. He refers to “these things” which he had listed earlier in 
the letter. 
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2 Peter 1:5-8  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge;  6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness;  7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  8  For 
if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Peter also writes “beside this”, referring to something earlier in the chapter. 
 

2 Peter 1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord,  3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  
4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. 

 
Therefore, it all comes back to God. Salvation is God’s alone. He has “given unto” the elect “all 
things” by “his divine power” so that they may be “partakers of the divine nature”. The works 
and perseverance of the elect are effects of works of salvation and preservation of the elect 
through God alone. 
 
Part 7c so shall this doctrine afford matter (t) of praise, reverence, and admiration 
of God, 
 
Reference (t) Ephesians 1:6 and Romans 11:33. 
 

Ephesians 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. 
 
Romans 11:33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

 
The result of understanding God’s work of (and the doctrine of) predestination unto eternal 
salvation ought to be the glorification of God among the elect. 
 
Part 7d so shall this doctrine afford … (u) of humility, diligence, 
 
Reference (u) Romans 11:5-6 and 11:20. 
 

Romans 11:5-6  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according 
to the election of grace.  6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work. 
 
Romans 11:20  Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by 
faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 

 
The knowledge that God is sovereign in salvation should cause the elect to be humbled.  
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Part 7e so shall this doctrine afford … (x) abundant consolation to all that sincerely 
obey the gospel. 
 
Reference (x) Luke 10:20. 
 

Luke 10:20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; 
but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 
 

Finally, the comprehension that God has chosen for himself a people before time began to be 
redeemed by Jesus Christ and sanctified by the Holy Ghost should give the elect great joy, not in 
their works, but in the works of God. 


