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1914, 1994, 2000, 2008 are just some of the dates that people have said that the Lord 

Jesus Christ is coming again.  You go onto Wikipedia on the internet you can get over 

two pages here of people’s names, together with the dates that they thought the Lord 

Jesus Christ was coming again.  So no one is without excuse to know kind of all of 

the...half of these names I don’t recognize, but it matters not because they got the date 

wrong. They are just some of the dates. 

 

You know, even if people don’t believe in God there is a certain fascination about the 

Second Coming of Christ.  Even some comedians will make it the butt of a joke which, 

although it is blasphemous, perhaps, it does indicate that there is something going on in 

people’s minds to acknowledge that the Bible does say something about the coming again 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

This was one of the most popular questions that people jotted down when asked, “Do you 

want to ask God a question?”  The question was, “Well, when will he come again?” Or, 

“When will the end of the world be?”  To many people that is basically the same question 

 

The Jehovah’s Witness movement are very forward in this, of course, and if you study 

some of their writings you will find that they have given many dates. One of the most 

popular for them was 1914 and when it passed and nothing happened it was claimed that, 

well, he had actually come, but he hadn’t yet been revealed.  

 

Benny Hinn—some of you will have heard of him—we were told recently at another 

meeting that it was alleged he said that the Lord was coming in the year 2000. And when 

that passed and nothing happened he actually had the cheek to say that in the Scripture it 

says there that of the day and the hour no man knoweth, but doesn’t say about the year. 

But I don’t see the point in that because he got the year wrong anyway.   

 

So there are people who are in the forefront of large—I put “Christian” in inverted 

commas there—movement who will still try to give us a date. 

 

The fact that people will try and predict a date is quite amazing in the light of the verse I 

have partially quoted. In verse 36 of our reading the lord Jesus Christ himself said, “But 

of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father.”
1
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So it is very clear, isn’t it, that no one knows the day and the hour. And I suggest to you 

no one knows the year. 

 

You say, “Well, that’s not a very good start seeing as you are preaching on the future and 

the question: When will the Lord come?  You have now told us that nobody knows so 

you might as well sit down and shut up.”  

 

Well, I’ll keep going for a bit longer. 

 

Now last week we looked at how we might know the future and saw how that we actually 

know more about the future than we reckon.  A lot of people when asking God a question 

said, “When will I die?  What will happen in the future?” Those are the sorts of things 

people wanted to know. 

 

And we analyzed Scripture and we found that there were lots of certainties about the 

future that we know. We know we will die. We know there is a heaven and hell. We 

know the Lord is coming again.  And we went through a whole number of things that we 

know. And, in fact, I think I was quite surprised at the end that when I looked at all the 

things we know about the future we actually know quite a lot. 

 

We then saw there were probabilities for the future, not things that were certain, eg  if 

drive recklessly I will probably have an accident. That is a probability. And then we saw 

that there were some things in the future that belong alone to God.  They aren’t for us to 

look into.  

 

As we all endeavor to live for the Lord we may safely leave all to him for he is the God 

of eternity.  He is the God of the past, the present and the future. He is the eternal God.  

 

Tonight, then, we have read these verses from Matthew 24 where the disciples said to the 

Lord in verse three, “When shall these things be?”
2
 

 

Now before we actually start getting into when these things shall be and what the Lord 

said, there are a few things we need to get out of the way. Firstly, the actual time of the 

Lord’s return, as I said, is not revealed to us.  It is a day known only to God. And those 

who do speculate about the date—we need to be a little bit careful here—there are some 

who speculate about the date because they just want publicity as an organization or as an 

individual.  And it can work for them on a human level. 

 

But then there are also some well meaning folk and we have to be a little bit careful here 

and kind of separate them a little bit. There has been some well meaning folk who have 

looked into Scripture and said, “Well, it says this, it says that and the other so therefore it 

would be reasonable to think the Lord might come about this time.” And there is a great 

difference between the two. 
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I remember one—I’m not sure that I read this or not—but someone reckoned, well, God 

deals with Israel in 40s. We think of the years in the wilderness et cetera. He brings them 

back to the land in 1948. Therefore probably the Lord will judge them in 40 years. And 

you could say the tribulation period, also. Maybe that is when the Lord is coming again. 

And they were looking in the 1980s. Well, that seemed reasonable in enough in the sense 

that it was an honest effort to try and take some biblical figures. But it was wrong.  

 

So whether we are well meaning folk trying to put a date on or a period on or whether we 

are just there for publicity, it is not for us to do to put a date to these things. We dare not 

put a date on something where the Lord not only doesn’t put a date, but he tells us you 

are not to have a date.   

 

Secondly  we need to see here that whilst we don’t know the day or the hour or we can 

say also the year when the Lord is coming, we are to know that he is coming. We are to 

know the signs.  We can’t, therefore, say, “Oh, we don’t know, therefore we won’t bother 

with this.” 

 

Verse 33 says, “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, [or 

he is near] even at the doors.”
3
  And we can go to other passages tonight where we are 

told we are to know what the Lord has given us to see both around in the world and also 

in the Scriptures. 

 

We know, too, that the Bible said he is coming back again. It is the completion of the 

gospel. If the Lord doesn’t come, then Christ’s death on the cross has not achieved what 

he came to achieve.  Our souls have been redeemed. We have been washed in the blood 

of the Lamb. Our sin is forgiven.  But our bodies are still like they are. And he has 

promised us that he would come again to take us to be where he is and he has promised 

that our bodies will be renewed and we will not be subject to all the decay that we are at 

the moment and the disease. 

 

And then thirdly here, by way of preliminary note, and this is important and takes a lot of 

thinking through when we are doing an in depth study and we did this a few years ago on 

a Tuesday is that we have to be careful in the Bible when we are reading about the 

Second Coming of Christ as to what we are talking about because the Scripture talks 

about the coming of the Lord for the Church. And when we read about the coming of the 

Lord for the Church we are thinking of the words found in Thessalonians where its says, 

“The dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 

up...to be with the Lord.”
4
  And there are lots of verses in the Bible that talk about that 

time.   

 

But there are other verses in the Bible that are referring to the return of the Lord Jesus 

Christ later on with his people and that day is not a quiet day. That day is a day of battle. 

It is a day at the end of tribulation.  And so we have a very different description of the 

coming of the Lord. And when we read verses about the coming of the Lord we need to 
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know whether they relate to the removal of the Church when he comes for it or whether it 

is relating to our return when the Lord comes in the clouds of bright glory and comes to 

put down his enemies.   So we have to bear that in mind. 

 

Now, back to our subject tonight. And they said, “When shall these things be and what 

are the signs?”
5
 

 

Well, we have mentioned this before, but I’ll just go into a bit more detail than we 

usually can.  The initial sign, the most important sign for the Second Coming of the Lord 

is always Israel, the nation, the people of Israel.  Fourth fifths of the Bible relate to the 

Jewish people and prophecy is no exception.   

 

Someone sent me an email yesterday. In fact, this person sent me three emails yesterday. 

They are not here so I can say this. And they said, “What do you think of this?” They sent 

me an advert that a church had sent out and it was one of these seeker friendly things. It 

was absolutely crazy what it said on it.  So I just said, “Yeah, sure. I agree with you on 

that one.” 

 

Then they sent me something else, a prospectus I had to look at. And I looked at that and 

I thought, “Hey, this is time consuming.” 

 

“Yeah, that’s fine,” I said. 

 

Then they sent me something else and I opened it up and it was a sermon, probably about 

an hour long and I thought, “Well, I haven’t got time to listen to all this.”  But it was on 

this subject which has caught my interest at the time. And the preacher was referring to 

the Second Coming and what he was saying was that really Israel is exactly the same as 

the Gentiles now when it comes to all these things and most of the things that we look at 

tonight have already been fulfilled. 

 

And he asked my opinion on that. Well, I gave that very clearly.  I thought, “Well, that 

just can’t be. So it doesn’t make sense in Scripture. 

 

That view of that man was that most things actually took place in AD 70. Well, some 

things did. We know that.  But did the sun get dark? Did the moon dark? Was there any 

movement in the stars?  I think not.  Those things have still yet to happen. 

 

Israel still has a very important part to play.  Jew and  Gentile are the same when it comes 

to salvation. Paul brings this out in Romans very clearly that we all must come the same 

way. We must all come in repentance and faith and Christ’s death on the cross is no 

different for a Jew than it is for a Gentile. There were early promises to Abraham. “I will 

make thee a great nation. I will bless thee and make thy name great and thou shalt be a 

blessing.”
6
 And that happened. 
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The Lord says to the world about Israel, “I will bless them that bless thee.”
7
 

 

If we, as a nation, are warm towards Israel the Lord says he will bless them, individuals, 

nations and he will curse those that curse Israel. “And in thee [in Israel] shall all families 

of the earth be blessed.”
8
 

 

And that has been tremendous.  Nations where Israelis have lived have known great 

blessing around them. It is something special that God has given. Throughout history 

God has chosen and preserved them. 

 

We read in Romans nine: 

 

What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
9
 

 

And God had compassion upon the nation of Israel throughout the Old Testament and 

still today. 

 

It was to Israel that the Scriptures were given. It was their job to protect them and to turn 

out the message of God.   

 

And so as we look at Israel today we see a nation that is divided. We see a nation after 

these Scriptures were written here that were in AD 70 overrun. The Lord starts this here 

and they were looking at the temple, remember.  And they were looking at the temple that 

was looking very grand being built by Herod. It took decades to build. It was a great 

white stone building and it shone in the sun. It had lots of gold on the outside that 

glistened with...it was a fantastic building. The Jews were very proud of this. They were 

very pleased that the temple had been built and was still being built. And they marveled 

when they looked over it. 

 

“His disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.”
10

  That is what 

they were looking at. “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say 

unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another.”
11

 And that was true in AD 

70. They built huge bonfires up the side to try and destroy and bring down the walls.  

And then they were tipped into the valley of Kidron. That is what happened. But that 

wasn’t the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The Jews were scattered and we know that throughout a long history there was the 

dispersal. We know when we come to the Second World War there were millions that 

were destroyed and in 1948 they were finally returned to their own Promised Land in 
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part. They haven’t gotten all their land yet, but that was what God promised and that was 

a great moving of God in prophetic history now to bring them into their land. 

 

And I am sure I have said this before but when we saw the fall of Communism and aren’t 

we seeing that Iron Curtain going up again.   Mr. Putin seems to be a very firm handed 

man. He has a very firm grip on the nation and things are happening there that we 

perhaps wish weren’t happening.  

 

But what happened? The Iron Curtain came down and one of the biggest things that 

happened during that window of perhaps 10 or 20 years is that Jews that couldn’t get out 

of Russia came out of Russia and the other Baltic states around about. They returned to 

Israel. And that work has pretty much been done and we see the curtain, perhaps, going 

up again.   

 

We have seen them at war. We have seen them win wars that humanly speaking, like 

Hezekiah, they couldn’t win. But they did. The Lord was with them. We have seen 

hostile nations round about who not only want a bit of their land, they want publicly to 

annihilate the land of Israel.   

 

Today there are seven million people living in Israel, 81% are Jews. Thirty-eight percent 

of the world’s Jewish population has now returned to their homeland.  

 

They aren’t Christian Jews, of course.  There are some that are.  There are liberal Jews 

who kind of think themselves as really just secular Jews I suppose.  There are Atheists.  

There are a few strict orthodox Jews, the ones you see often on your television screens 

and there are a few that are Christian. And I understand that just under 20% of the 

population is Arab.  

 

It is a proud nation, a struggling nation, pride in themselves for what they have done in 

science. The desert in many places has blossomed as a rose
12

 as the Scripture says.  They 

do not acknowledge that, as such, as something that God has done particularly.  They 

think they have done it in their own strength. They are proud of their warfare and of their 

welfare, but the Lord has done it for them. 

 

What then for their future?  Well, if you want a picture of Israel we can go to Ezekiel 

chapter 37. I am not going to ask you to turn there. We will be turning about lots of 

pages, but that is the illustration of the dry bones. And God came to Ezekiel there and 

said, “Look, what do you see?” 

 

He said, “I see a valley of dry bones. They are nothing.” 

 

He says, “Prophesy to them. Preach to them.” And they began to come together. You 

know the story.  And as we get toward the end of the story he has got a great army of 

skeletons, scary stuff, isn’t it, really, to see a whole load of skeletons. And he says, 

“These are Israel.” 
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“Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, 

they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.  Therefore 

prophesy [to them].”
13

 

 

It is a great picture of the gospel, too. You preach to people who are dead. You can’t get 

any more dead than a dry bone. But the Lord gives them life. And he says, “Prophecy to 

them, Behold my people.” And he says the Lord would give them life.   

 

And ye shall know that I am the LORD and I will bring you up out of your 

graves and I shall put my spirit in you and ye shall live.
14

 

 

He is talking to them as a nation.  The nation would live as they have not lived in these 

last 2000 years. “I will place you in your own land.”
15

  That has only just happened, 

hasn’t it?  “Then you shall know that I the Lord have spoken it and performed it.”
16

 

 

And not many of them recognize that yet. He has brought them from the four corners into 

their land, but they have not yet acknowledged him as their Messiah.  They stand as a 

mighty army, but as yet they are without life. They are bones that have been brought 

together. And when you listen to the news and you hear about Israel if you like you can 

hear the bones clicking together. That is the sign...that is one of the signs of the coming 

of the Lord.   

 

And the New Testament says that the day will come when they will embrace again the 

things of God.  Romans 11 verse 15 says, “For if the casting away of them,”
17

 that is of 

the Jews, “be the reconciling of the world...”
18

  In other words they didn’t believe. They 

were cast to one side and that was a great blessing to Gentiles. If that was such a blessing 

he says there, “what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?”
19

 

 

“Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 

highminded, but fear.”
20

 

 

“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 

wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 

the Gentiles be come in.”
21
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And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of 

Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  For this 

is my covenant unto them.
22

 

 

It is to Israel. It is not there to the Church. We have our own covenant.  So there are 

events to watch out for there, aren’t there?  We have spoken about this and I hesitate 

because I am repeating myself in a study that we have done, but one of the great things to 

watch for is the rebuilding of the temple, isn’t it?  Its destruction and desecration is told 

of in Daniel. In 2 Thessalonians it talks about the son of perdition, “Who opposeth and 

exalteth himself above all that is called God,”
23

 or that which is worshipped. So God 

sitteth in the temple showing himself that he is God.
24

 

 

In other words, there is one and we believe that to be the antichrist who, in fact, will go to 

that temple, who will allow worship and allow it to be built, but then in the midst of the 

years, as Daniel says, he will reveal himself as “I am God and you will worship me.” And 

he will desecrate that which Israel has taken to be a wonderful thing.   

 

Now, if that has got to happen it must be built first, doesn’t it?  So it is something that we 

watch, isn’t it?  We have mentioned in our studies the implements for the sacrificial 

aspect of the temple are mainly already been rebuilt. There are even stones for the temple 

and every now and again a big old loader will go to the temple mount with one of these 

stones and you can watch this on your websites or whatever and will try to get to the 

temple mount and they will, of course, be turned away. They know that. It is just 

something they will do to get it on film and to show again that this is their desire that the 

temple should be built. 

 

And a prayer that is recited three times a day by devout Jews includes these words, not in 

English, of course. “May it be thy will that the temple be speedily be rebuilt in our days.” 

That is what they want. They recite that.  That is the desire of Jews who do not believe in 

Jesus, the orthodox Jew.  

 

Their view is that they have their nation. That is tremendous.  Their government is not yet 

a religious government.  But they felt hat the dependence, when the country, when they 

can say the country is now under God, to them the Old Testament God, will be when the 

temple has been built and their sacrificial system is going. Then they are again a nation as 

far as they are concerned. And they are things for us to look at.   

 

We also see world hostility to them as a nation. Zechariah 13 and 14 if we had time I 

would refer to. 

 

Let us move on to other signs. When shall these things be?   
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Well, false Christs and religions shall arise.  We have this in the passage that we have 

read, verses 23, the drop on all sorts of verses here. 

 

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it 

not... Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my 

name.
25

 

 

There are people who have done that.  I mean we have got these really strange groups, 

haven’t we?  Most of them seem to come from America where they gather people around 

them and they look upon this usually one man to be a messianic type figure and then 

eventually he has some kind of a so called vision that Christ is coming again and we 

should all go somewhere and wait for his coming. And we have seen two or three of these 

of late.  There was one group, even that ended up committing suicide.  

 

“Go not there,” says the Scripture.   

 

We know, too, that there will be much delusion.  2 Thessalonians says, “For the mystery 

of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth [or restrain] will [restrain], until 

he be taken out of the way,”
26

  who is God the Holy Spirit restrains wickedness.   

 

[But] then shall that Wicked be revealed... Even him, whose coming is 

after the working of Satan [the antichrist and] with all power...and lying 

wonders... for this cause God shall send them [a] strong delusion, that they 

should believe a lie.
27

 

 

There will be something, no idea what this is. God will send a delusion upon the world, 

particularly, I think, when the Church is gone, that the world will think...they won’t 

necessarily think, “Oh, they were all Christians and they have all gone to be with God.  

The Bible was right after all.” 

 

They will be deluded. And this antichrist and those that will be with him will do 

miraculous things because, remember, that this is a satanic thing. 

 

Revelation 13 verse 13 says that he will do great wonders. He will make fire come down 

from heaven in the sight of men. He will deceive them that dwell on the earth by the 

means of miracles which he has power to do in the sight of the beast, saying to them that 

dwell on earth that they should make an image which had wound by the sword and did 

live.
28

   

 

“And he had power to give life unto the image.”
29

  Can you just kind of picture this for a 

moment?  There is an image being made and this, the antichrist has such power here to do 
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27
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28

 See Revelation 13:13-14 
29
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miraculous things that he actually gives life to the image.  Now, can you imagine people 

on the earth realizing what...this is terrific stuff? This guy is no ordinary guy.  

Well: 

 

...the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not 

worship the image of the beast should be killed.  And he causeth all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 

right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save 

he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 

name.
30

 

 

And so the Scripture goes on. 

 

That was something difficult to believe a few years ago, wasn’t it?  What does it mean 

then if you haven’t got a mark you can’t trade? What is the mark that everything has?  

We have the barcode don’t we?  Everything has a barcode.  They look for the barcode 

when you come to the till.  Perhaps we will all have a barcode that shows who you are. 

We all have...most of us have credit cards these days. If you try and do anything without 

a passport, even traveling within the UK you can’t do it. It has to be read, doesn’t it, the 

barcode on the passport, et cetera. Everything is in there about you. You don’t need a 

plane ticket anymore. You turn up at the airport. You put your passport in and, lo, it tells 

you where you are going and what your flight is.  These are the sort of things that we read 

of in the book of Revelation. 

 

We have a counterfeit religion.   

 

Let’s move on. Warfare, verses six and seven.   “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours 

of wars.”
31

 

  

“Don’t be troubled,” he says, “for all these things must come to pass.”
32

 But then he says, 

“but the end is not yet.”
33

 

 

That’s a bit confusing when I read that. I thought we were reading about the end times. 

What is...when shall these things be?  And he says, “But not yet.” 

 

What does that mean?  It means they are just the beginning of stuff. There is a lot more to 

come. “These are the beginnings of sorrows,”
34

 he says in verse eight. “Then shall they 

deliver you up to be afflicted.”
35
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We know that the last century was the most fought over in history and certainly this 

century has not taken that to be any less. There are continuous wars around the world. 

 

Now, I am not saying the Lord is coming tomorrow because of that. What I am saying is 

they asked, “When shall these things be?” the Lord gave them some of the signs that they 

should know and we are repeating them and looking at what we see around us. The 

culmination of the most dreadful warfare will be in the actual day of the Lord.   

 

And it says then that when he comes again, that is with is people, it says, “The Lord shall 

go forth and fight against those nations.” 

 

Zechariah 14 tells you this.  

 

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the 

midst of thee.  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and 

the city shall be taken...The LORD [shall] go forth, and fight against those 

nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.  And his feet shall stand in 

that day upon the mount of Olives...and the Mount of Olives, [it says], 

shall cleave in the midst.
36

 

 

A dreadful day, but it will come. It will come.   

 

Environmental and economic chaos, verse seven.   

 

There shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  

These are the beginnings of sorrows.
37

 

 

It would be a foolish person to say, “Well, we have had a tsunami here. We have had 

floods in Yorkshire,” to say, “Well, the Lord is coming tomorrow.” 

 

We mustn’t say that.  We have had many of these things before.  What we do say is, 

“Look out around the world and see if they are increasing.” And it seems to me that even 

the national press and scientists say these things are increasing. They call it global 

warming. That is why if you were in Cuba today you would be battening down the 

hatches and we have seen New Orleans, again, being threatened. And there is an increase 

in these things.  Are these not the beginning of sorrows? 

 

Now, like we see all these things, they are tremors of chaos before the great tribulation. 

These things don’t have hardly a whisper compared to the great time of tribulation after 

the Church is gone that we can read about in the book of Revelation. 

 

I remember when Heather was expecting and all of those of you that have had children 

will know this that when the baby is about to be born things happen, don’t they?  It talks 
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about a woman being in travail. And I seem to remember that those labor pains that come 

in waves just before the birth sometimes aren’t real ones. And I hope I have got the words 

right, but in my big book of pregnancy for dads it called the Braxton Hicks.  I suppose 

that is some guy who gave it the name. Others can tell me more about this. But there they 

were. There were things that were happening, but they weren’t quite there yet. It may be 

the next day that the real things kick in and you knew what the difference was.   

 

And if you like, if I can put it in those terms, what we see around the world at the 

moment are Braxton Hicks. We see tremors. We see things happening here and there, but 

they are not quite the real big stuff yet. But they should be warnings to us that these 

things are coming.  Even the ungodly say to us, “The world cannot continue as it is for 

long.”  Common sense tells us that.   

 

Economic signs, well, look we are that moment. There only has to be one stock market 

that goes wobbly whether it is in America, the UK, the rest of Europe or even in the Far 

East and it filters all the way around the world. 

 

It was the credit problems in America that all of the sudden come and dump themselves 

on us here. We live in a global economy as they say.  And that is all part of the coming of 

the Lord, that things are now global.  Eventually they will want a global church.  It is the 

United Nations that tells us only a third of the world is well fed.  A third is under fed and 

the remaining third is starving. It tells us what sort of state we live in today when it talks 

about famines.  A third of the world is starving.  Seventy percent of children under six are 

undernourished. 

 

In Revelation we are told of the seals of tribulation as each one is unlocked. The third 

seal very much relates to the economy.  In chapter six and verse five we read, “And when 

he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see.”
38

 And it says he 

has a balances in his hand, he has trade in his hand. “And I heard a voice in the midst of 

the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a 

penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.”
39

  And so it goes on. 

 

I thought I had friends who might be glad to get that money for wheat. I don’t know, but 

that is not what it is about, is it?  It is what it is saying is that the market is just going to 

go crazy there will be such shortages of those things.   

 

I am moving on very quickly here. Persecution. Well, what do we see around us today?  

In so many, many countries there is persecution of the Lord’s people. And in some ways I 

find the persecution today seems more harsh and cruel and bitter than it was under the 

Communist rule. If you find a Muslim country, there is just no sense to it. You only have 

to be accused of saying that Jesus is God and that’s it. You are accused. And you could in 

many countries be put to death for that. And some have and are being put to death for 

that.  It is quite amazing.   
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Verse nine here. I know he is talking more to his disciples. He says, “Then shall they 

deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 

my name’s sake.”
40

  They were, many of these that were listening were martyred for the 

gospel’s sake. And when he speaks about all nations that is true of Israel. They are hated 

of all nations for his name’s sake.   

 

And so that persecution continues and intensifies and will intensify particularly in Israel 

in the tribulation period.  And, again, it is in dramatic terms in the book of Zechariah in 

chapter 13, you know, I quoted 14, but 13 says in verse eight, “And it shall come to pass, 

that in all the land,”
41

 he is talking of Israel, “saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be 

cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.  And I will bring the third part through 

the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they 

shall call on my name, and I will hear them.”
42

 

 

There will come a time when the nation of Israel under this tribulation and under this 

persecution that they will ultimately, the remnant will call upon God. They will 

acknowledge Christ as the Messiah. “And I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: 

and they shall say, The LORD is my God.”
43

 

 

They have never said that.  But they will say it one day.   

 

And we could read a lot more in Revelation seven on that. 

 

There will be a witness to the world.   

 

Verse 14. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 

witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
44

   

 

The gospel will go out to the whole world. And, again, we have to be careful here.  The 

gospel is going out to the world now. People like the New Tribes Mission and other 

similar societies and organizations are helping to bring this about by sending the gospel, 

by preaching the gospel, by translating the Scriptures into tongues and into languages that 

have never been translated before.  

 

But, again, the ultimate fulfillment of some of this can happen in the tribulation period.  It 

talks about the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom. And if we look carefully we will 

see that during that time Israel will have this 144,000 witnesses that will go out and will 

preach something of the gospel of the coming kingdom of Christ.   

 

When that has been done, then the end will come for a witness unto all nations.   
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Moral declension...well, people say we have always had moral declension. It was very 

bad in the 1700s.  It was.  But perhaps not as deep and wide as we see today.   

 

Sin was a shameful thing, wasn’t it?  In the 1700s it was a shameful thing. It was there. 

But today it is almost something to be boasted of.   

 

Romans one Paul says people are storing up wrath to the day of judgment.  We live in a 

day where people seem to get away with things. God says, “They are not.”  He has been 

putting down the credit to their account. 

 

Verse 12 says, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
45

 

 

When you take love out of the situation, when you take it out a family, out of a nation, 

then there is nothing left.   

 

We could read on.  Verses 28 and 39 refers to days of wickedness. It talks about the time 

of the flood when people were grossly immoral. At the time of the flood there was such 

immorality if you read the passage very clearly and Noah alone and his family in them 

was found righteousness. The Lord saved them.  

 

It is going to be the same again. Immorality and adultery, homosexuality...remember, that 

is why judgment came to Sodom and Gomorrha, abortion, terrorism, the list is endless.  

But it is all rooted in the common breadth of sin. 

 

And the Scripture says as time gets closer so it will become more rampant.  And as time 

gets closer and the devil sees his days are shortened so he will be more rampant in 

encouraging these things throughout the world.   

 

Our time is gone and I will finish there.   

 

“When shall these things be?” asked his disciples.   

 

We ask, “When will the Lord come again?” 

 

He says, I am not telling you the hour, day, minute, - you don’t need to know that. But 

what you ought to know,” he says, “throughout Scripture, you just watch my people 

Israel. I am brining them back to their land and eventually I am going to save them. I am 

going to do miracles through them. Watch out for false Christs and the world religion.  

Watch out for warfare around the world. Watch out for environmental and economic 

chaos.  Watch out for persecution. Watch out that the witness of the gospel will go out 

throughout the world. Watch out for that moral declension. When you see these things to 

come pass, lift up your heads for your redemption does draw nigh.” 
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The Lord said at one time that when you see these things, before this generation passes 

away that it would come. 

 

Application:  well, the Lord Jesus Christ gave us the application. He said in verse 42, 

“Watch.  Watch therefore.”  

 

We could find a lot more if we had time. Watch and be ready. Watch for your souls. 

Watch for the things around you.  Be ready to meet the Lord.  Be ready in our worship, in 

our holiness, in our warfare, in our service.  And that is really for Christians, isn’t it?  If 

there is any here who don’t know the Lord Jesus Christ, well, then you need to know him. 

You need to shelter in the precious blood of Christ that he is willing to save. 

 

1 John 2:28 says, “Abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have [boldness, we 

may have] confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
46

 

 

May we be ready, may we watch and may we live as if he is coming tomorrow for 

Christ’s sake. Amen.  
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