
Studies in Job – Part 7: “Miserable Comforters”
Job: selected texts

_______________________________________________________

Exposition:    A closer look at the counsel of Job’s three friends.

1.  Their Underlying Assumptions (a review)

     (1) They are misguided in their doctrine with regard to God’s dealings with men:

          Misconception # 1:  God always sends blessing upon the righteous.

          Misconception # 2:  If one suffers it is always because God is punishing that one
   for some sin. 

 
     (2) They are misguided in their application since:  

          -1- They attempt to speak about things that they cannot know.

          -2- There is no demonstrable sin or rebellion to be seen in Job’s life. 

2.  Their Counsel Summarized

    (1) Generally

          -1- They consistently view themselves as speaking for God.

          -2- They do not at any point seem to move from their false assumptions

          -3- Much of what they say is correct in the abstract, but it does not apply to Job

          -4- They all finally reach the conclusion that Job is obstinate, and that his refusal to 
                humble himself and repent proves that he has indeed committed some great sin.

    (2) Specifically

          -1- Eliphaz – apparently the oldest, and not quite as crass as the others

 4:7-11 “You are reaping what you have sown.”

 5:17-18    “Repent!”

 5:20ff.      “Beware of the hardness of the wicked man. 
                   You harden yourself against God.”

          -2- Bildad  - Considers Job’s struggle concerning the justice of God to be blasphemy.

 8:2-6 “Your children (obviously) died because of their sins, 
     and you will too unless you repent!”
“All of these things have come upon you because of your sins.”

 8:2-6 “God cuts you off because of your hypocrisy.”

          -3- Zophar       - Seeks to denounce Job as a mocker of God; 
      Job’s suffering is ample proof of his sinfulness.

 11:3-15 “You are lying – mocking God!”  (3-4)

  “God can see the real darkness of your heart.”  (11b)

  “Put away your sin and your circumstances will change.”
            “Repent, or die the horrible death that people like you deserve.”

Some further Application:

    1. With regard to giving good counsel:
 It is not enough to merely cite certain things that are true, 
 as they may have no direct application to the present need.

 

    2. Where does one find ultimate and true comfort?  It is not in man!
 
 Who is our truest friend? 
 Who can best sympathize with us in our suffering?


