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Good morning. A couple of things I want to say as we get started this morning. By the 
way, please turn to the Gospel of Luke chapter 6 as a starting place this morning. But a 
couple of exhortations for us as we get started this morning. First of all, as has already 
been mentioned, Bruce Weare is coming to be with us in a couple of weeks and 
remember that that involves a Friday, a Saturday and a Sunday. So I want to encourage 
you even now to look at your calendar, take note of those dates and set aside not only the 
Sunday when we would normally meet together, the Lord's day, but set aside the Friday 
and the Saturday. I want us to recognize as a congregation that when we have these guest 
preachers come, it is a gift to our congregation and I want them to meet with the best of 
our church. It's disappointing, I'm sure, to them and is always disappointing to me when 
they come a long way away and then we have a low turnout on Friday or Saturday so I 
would encourage you to set that time aside. Let them meet with the best of our church 
and then let's count it a great blessing from the Lord so that we don't waste the 
opportunity. If you understand that, would you say "Amen"? So set that aside now, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday as Dr. Weare is going to be with us.

The second thing I want to say is that I recognize that today is Texan Cowboy's Sunday 
and you know that I enjoy sports and all the rest as much as anybody but I want to exhort 
us today that we have a moratorium on football talk. We gather today to worship, don't 
we? That's what we are here for today and this evening. Enjoy the game in the afternoon 
if you choose to watch it but we don't gather today to talk about football, we gather today 
to talk about our God and to consider him and to have our minds stayed on him. I'm being 
serious about this and I know that I've probably been the largest sinner when it comes to 
this matter. I'm not saying it's sin to talk about football but I'm saying that I have led the 
way sometimes on this. But today especially I want us to just think about our God.

Luke chapter 6 is where we are beginning this morning. Luke chapter 6, verse 35. Notice 
what the word of God says here. God's word says,

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as 
your Father is merciful. 
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I especially ask you to notice at the end of verse 35 that he says, "for our God, he is kind 
to the ungrateful and the evil." 

Ebola has been much in the news this week, hasn't it? It's been on the newscast almost 
every evening. There has been more than one news conference held by the head of the 
CDC; the President has spoken about it. It's gotten the attention of our country and yet 
what is amazing as I know you have recognized, there is one confirmed case in our 
country right now. One. One confirmed case and a newscast every night. One confirmed 
case, news conferences. One confirmed case, strategies being talked about how to deal 
with it. One confirmed case. One. Why do you think that that one confirmed case has 
gotten so much attention? Why do you think that is? Well, because we understand that 
this is a deadly disease. We understand the nature of the virus. We understand from what 
we have heard and what we've seen elsewhere in the world that this thing is very deadly. 
We don't want it to spread. We understand that it kills. When we really understand the 
gravity of something, when we understand the deadliness of something, it gets our 
attention. There is a sense of urgency about it.

Well, this morning and this evening, I want to talk about something else that is deadly, 
something that the Bible warns us about often. It ought to get our attention. It ought to 
create in us a sense of urgency when it comes to being aware of this particular deadly 
thing and alert to it and vigilant against it. Today I want us to think about the sin of 
ungratefulness. The sin of ungratefulness. Before this  sermon, if I had asked you to 
choose one word that would be synonymous with man's fallen, sinful condition, think 
about man's sinful condition as a whole and then I would ask you for one sin that sort of 
sums up man's sinful condition as a whole, I wonder how many of us would have chosen 
the word "ungrateful"? And yet you notice as our Lord here describes what we are to be 
like, he talks about the fact that we are to be like our Father; we are to be like the Most 
High; sons of the Most High. And he describes our God, he says, "he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil." There is one article in the Greek text that governs both of those 
descriptions, ungrateful and evil. So the ungrateful are the evil and the evil are the 
ungrateful. When he says that God is kind to the world of lost humanity, he describes the 
world of lost humanity with the word "ungrateful." That's pretty serious, isn't it? I think 
one of the things that makes this particular sins so insidious is that we don't always sense 
the urgency of it. It may be difficult for us to deal with because we don't understand how 
deadly it is. We don't treat it like something akin to Ebola. We just don't think it's that big 
of a deal and yet I say to you today on the authority of Scripture that it is a big deal, that 
ungratefulness is a big deal. It kills. It is so descriptive of the entire condition of man in 
his lostness and blindness that it is synonymous with the word "evil."

Not only do unbelievers deal with this sin but believers deal with this sin. Have you been 
struggling with ungratefulness? Have you been struggling with the absence of a thankful 
spirit? I wonder if you have, have you thought of that as something that exists in the 
realm of evil? That your ungratefulness would be evil? That your lack of thanksgiving 
would be evil? The word is acharistos; the word for giving thanks is eucharistos so you 
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can hear the similarity of the two words so this is to be without thankfulness. It is to be 
unthankful. Unthankful. I want us to think about it together.

Now I'm going to do something today that I don't normally do. As a matter fact, as a 
practice I would not do it. It's not what I think we ought to do as a practice. Not only is it 
not the most enjoyable way for me to deal with the word of God, I don't think it's the best 
way as a pattern but I'm going to preach this morning and this evening two topical 
sermons. So we're not going to confine ourselves to one text and really deal with one text 
of Scripture. We're going to go all over the word of God and just think about this subject 
together. I want us as a congregation, you know, we've been talking lately about our 
church and about the ministry and about our goals. Well, if there is a particular sin today 
on my mind that I want us to avoid as a congregation, it would be the sin of 
ungratefulness. For a godly people, we're going to be a thankful people. For a godly 
people, we're going to be a grateful people.

There are five points that I have that we are going to deal with this subject under so you 
can jot these down. We'll deal with one this morning and the other four tonight. We're 
going to talk about ungratefulness in the human race, ungratefulness in the fallen human 
condition. Second, ungratefulness in the community of God's people. We will see this 
evening that this is something that God's people are warned about in Scripture again and 
again and again so ungratefulness in the community of God's people. Third, 
ungratefulness and it's underlying causes. We can recognize ungratefulness but do we 
recognize what feeds it? What fuels it? What causes it? Fourth, ungratefulness and its 
manifestation. What does ungratefulness look like in a life? How does it begin to 
manifest itself? Finally, ungratefulness and God's gracious remedy. How can we 
consistently live thankful lives as God's people.

This morning we're going to focus on the first point: ungratefulness and the fallen human 
race, the fallen human condition. Ungratefulness has characterized man ever since the 
fall. What is ingratitude? It is a prideful, presumptuous lack of appreciation, lack of 
adoration that belongs to the life that exists in the darkness that is outside of Christ. In 
Christ there is life and there is light and where there is life and light, there is a recognition 
of God's goodness; of the desirability of God; of the worthiness of God. The worthiness 
of our worship. The worthiness of our adoration. The worthiness of our thanksgiving. So 
ingratitude must exist outside of that. Ingratitude exists where there is this blindness, 
there is this darkness, so that we don't recognize the goodness of God, the greatness of 
God, the worthiness of God, of our adoration, our worship and our thanks. So there is a 
pride that exists where there is ingratitude. A blind pride. A lack of appreciation. A 
presumptuous nature that says that, "I deserve certain things or I am the cause of certain 
things." I explain certain things that, in fact, God himself is the explanation for. We take 
to ourselves a praise, a thanks that belongs only to God. That's what it means to be 
ungrateful.

When we look at the Scriptures, we see that mankind in his fallen condition is not only 
ungrateful toward God but this is so belonging to the blind, darkened condition outside of 
Christ that mankind is characterized by ungratefulness in general. A lost man is 
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characterized by ungratefulness in general, that is creature to creature there is 
ungratefulness as well as creature to Creator. A wicked person is an ungrateful person. 
You can describe ungratefulness yet another way, you could say that ungratefulness is 
when we return evil for good. Someone has been good to us, someone has blessed us and 
instead of returning good for good or thanksgiving for good, we return evil for good, 
many times in the form of just not appreciating the good that has been given to us. 
Proverbs 17:13 describes it this way, "If anyone returns evil for good, evil will not depart 
from his house." I mean, that makes that a pretty serious issue, doesn't it? Someone has 
been good to us and we act in evil ways towards them. That is something so serious that 
God says there is a discipline, there is a judgment that belongs to that kind of behavior 
and activity.

When Jeremiah is praying for God's judgment to fall upon a sinful people in Jeremiah 18, 
listen how he describes it in verse 19, "Hear me, O LORD, and listen to the voice of my 
adversaries." And then he asked this question, "Should good be repaid with evil? Yet they 
have dug a pit for my life. Remember how I stood before you to speak good for them, to 
turn away your wrath from them. Therefore deliver up their children to famine; give them 
over to the power of the sword; let their wives become childless and widowed. May their 
men meet death by pestilence, their youths be struck down by the sword in battle. May a 
cry be heard from their houses, when you bring the plunderer suddenly upon them! For 
they have dug a pit to take me and laid snares for my feet. Yet you, O LORD, know all 
their plotting to kill me. Forgive not their iniquity, nor blot out their sin from your sight. 
Let them be overthrown before you; deal with them in the time of your anger." "Lord, I 
have interceded for this people. I have begged you for their good and yet they have dug a 
pit for my feet. Should good be repaid with evil?" Indeed, it should not.

So this ungrateful nature of the fallen man is expressed all the time in human 
relationships: unfaithfulness, disloyalty, unthankfulness, lack of appreciation belongs to 
the fallen condition of the sinful human heart. But what it reflects, what that kind of 
ungratefulness between men reflects is something that is far worse and that is an 
ungratefulness on the part of the creature toward the Creator. It just simply manifests on a 
human level what is true vertically, that is that the creature is not grateful to the Creator 
for who he is and the good that he has done toward us. So pervasive is this sin, so 
characteristic, such a signature sin of the fallen condition, that it describes us on the 
whole. Romans 1:21, you know this well, says this, "For although they knew God," 
describing the fallen man, the fallen world, "although they knew God they did not honor 
him as God or," do you remember the next words? "They did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him." They didn't honor him. They didn't give thanks to him. "But they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools," get this, "and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things." In return for 
good, the revelation of this glorious God and the kind dealings that have come to us from 
this glorious God, in return for good, men returned evil. They exchanged the knowledge 
of this God for the gods of their own making.
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I want to point this out and we'll see this as we go on through all of these verses: there is 
a connection throughout the word of God between man's ungrateful nature and man's 
idolatrous nature. Let me say it again: there is a connection between man's ungrateful 
nature and man's idolatrous nature because listen, if you are not thankful for the true God, 
what do you do? You create your own. Either you recognize the true God and you are 
thankful for the true God and you adore the true God and you worship the true God, or 
you just make up your own. So where there is idolatry, there is ungratefulness. This is 
what characterizes perilous times. People characterized by ungratefulness. We find that in 
the list of the sins that will be prominent during perilous times. 2 Timothy 3:1 says, "But 
understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents," 
next word, "ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God." You see, this is an idolatrous life. This is a life that substitutes 
pleasure for God. This is an idolatrous life and it puts self in the place of God: lovers of 
self, lovers of things, lovers of money. The proud life. The arrogant life. The harmful life. 
The abusive life: abusive, disobedient to their parents. Unholy. The unfeeling life: 
heartless, unappeasable, slanderous. The ungrateful life. Ungrateful.

Do you know what? These people can exist in the realm of religion because the passage 
goes on to say this, "having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid 
such people." Do you mean to say there could be people sitting in our churches who are   
living ungrateful lives? People sitting in our churches who are living idolatrous lives? 
Who are substituting money for God? Things for God? People for God? Self for God? 
Pleasure for God? You mean this can go on in the realm of religion? It does all the time. 
It does all the time.

So this is the fallen human condition. This is the fallen human race, living lives of 
ungratefulness, expressing that ungratefulness, this prideful lack of appreciation, this 
presumptuous life, living it out in the realm of creature to creature but it is only putting 
on display the bigger problem: creature toward Creator. They don't honor God as God nor 
are they thankful but they exchange his glory for other things. Blind to our absolute 
dependence upon God. Blind to the desirability of God. Do you understand this morning, 
folks, if you don't desire the Lord, it is blindness? It's not because he is not desirable, it's 
because you can't see. Blind to the rightful claims of God. We sang about it this morning. 
What do we owe him? What rightfully belongs to him? My whole life. We sang it, do we 
mean it? My all. It all belongs to him. He deserves it all. What do we want? Do we want 
our five dollars worth of God? Do we want an approach to God that we show up on a 
Sunday morning and that's enough, "That's all I want. Just enough to ease my conscience. 
Just enough to silence that part of me that says that I am really not living for God, I am 
living for me. Just enough to say that I've got religion. I know the Lord. Just enough." 
What does he deserve? All of you. Blind to the abundant goodness of God. He is good, 
isn't he? Abundantly good, all the time, to this lost and dying world but men don't see it, 
men don't recognize it and men aren't thankful for it. That's the testimony of Scripture. 
God is good to mankind and lost mankind does not acknowledge it and lost mankind 
doesn't care. Isn't that true of all ungratefulness? It's not that someone hasn't been good to 
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you, it's that you don't acknowledge it. It's not that someone hasn't been good to you, it's 
that you don't care and that's mankind's relationship to God outside of Jesus.

So, where do you find worship? Where do you find true worship then? Where do you 
find the worship of God at in this world? If that's the condition of lost mankind, where 
can we find true worship? The Bible says it is occurring among a little flock. The vast 
majority of mankind on a broad way that leads to destruction. There is a narrow way, a 
hard way that leads to life and where you're going to find true worship is on that narrow 
way, that hard way that leads to life that's entered by the narrow gate, that is entered by 
the person, the glorious person, the glorious Savior named Jesus. This little flock is where 
you find worship and it's a people who have been transformed. God has so worked in 
their hearts through new birth, regeneration, he has done such a work that they have been 
transformed from a people characterized by ingratitude to a people characterized by 
thanksgiving. No longer blind. No longer blind to the glorious nature of God that our 
eyes have been opened to the glorious nature of God. No longer blind to the benefits that 
have come from his hand but now we don't want to forget any of his benefits, Psalm 103. 
Let me not forget your benefits to me. 

So our eyes are opened to the Lord's goodness and kindness and graciousness toward us. 
We are as a pattern now not ungrateful people, we are a grateful people. This is where 
conversion has happened. Do you want to know whether or not you are saved? Do you 
want to know whether or not you have eternal life? I could just put it as simply as this: 
have you become a grateful person? I mean, are you grateful to God for God? Are you 
grateful to God for Christ? Are you grateful to God for salvation? Are you now grateful 
to God for all of his benefits? Can you see them? Can you see them? Do you 
acknowledge them? Do you care? This is where salvation has happened. I ask you this 
morning: have you ever gratefully received God's remedy for your sins? Have you ever 
recognized that you stood before God in a place of absolute helplessness, in a place of 
absolute desperate need before God, and that there was only one way to escape the wrath 
of this holy God, this all-powerful God? Amazing as it is, the holy God whose holiness 
has been offended, he's the one who provided the way for you to escape. His own holy 
Son came from heaven to earth and took to himself a nature just like ours, a human nature 
without sin, and lived a sinless life and died a vicarious death on a cross and was raised 
from the dead bodily so that we would have life, so that we would be forgiven. Is that not 
amazing? Is that not amazing? Is that not goodness? Have you ever gratefully, gratefully, 
gratefully, thankfully, thankfully, thankfully received God's remedy for your sins? 
Thankfully bowed your heart to the Son of God and received with gratefulness his 
Majesty himself, the Lord Jesus as the Lord of your life? Have you ever been amazed by 
God's willingness to receive you?

You want to know how the ungrateful sinful nature of man twists everything? It even 
twists the preaching of the Gospel. This blindness, listen, this blindness can influence the 
preaching of the Gospel where all of a sudden we begin to present the good news of Jesus 
Christ as though God should be thankful that you would receive him. God should be 
thankful that you would receive his Son. I tell you, when you get it right, when you see it 
right, it's not God who should be grateful that we would receive Jesus, it is we who will 
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be eternally grateful that God would receive us and that his Son would give his life on a 
cross that we would be saved. We were the beggars. We are the ones in need. And we are 
the ones whose heart should be flooded with thanks that God would be willing to receive 
us through the death of his own precious Son. Oh, what hearts of thanksgiving should be 
ours. How grateful we should be that God would have such mercy upon us. 

So that when the Holy Spirit does the work of new birth in a heart, do you know what is 
produced? A heart that is humble. A heart that is grateful. A heart that is awe struck by 
the grace of God. Worshipers. Let me say it this way: worshipers are created. Worshipers 
are created. Where is worship happening? Let me just ask it another way: can you 
worship in the place of ungratefulness? Does ungratefulness and worship exist in the 
same place? Or does there have to be gratitude for it to be called worship? Right? I mean, 
even now as believers, we need to examine that. When we are murmuring and 
complaining and we're not thankful, are we worshiping there? So for there to be worship, 
there has to be gratefulness so when God creates worshipers, what does he do? He 
changes this person to the extent that now they can see and they recognize and they 
acknowledged the goodness of God. Worshipers are grateful people. That's what God 
does when he saves someone, he not only forgives all of their sins, he makes them a new 
creation and where there is this new creation, there are spiritual eyes, that have been 
opened to the blessings of God. There is a grateful spirit.

I think Zacchaeus is a great example of this. Here was a man who had lived selfishly. 
Here was a man who had lived for himself. Here was a man who had ripped other people 
off. Here was a man who was all about him until the day he met Jesus and his whole life 
changed, his whole perspective changed. Luke 19:1, "He entered Jericho and was passing 
through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was 
rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was small of stature." I love that guy. "So he ran on ahead and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came 
to the place, he looked up and said to him, 'Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must 
stay at your house today.' So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And 
when they saw it, they all grumbled, 'He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.'  And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 'Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.'" Do 
you see an immediate transformation of this man's priorities? An immediate 
transformation of this man's sense of treasure? His heart is so flooded with thanks for the 
Lord Jesus that he recognizes what he has done wrong, his sinfulness, his selfishness, and 
he forsakes it. He turns from it to pursue the Lord Jesus Christ and he is willing to be 
parted from his false gods that existed in his past to follow the true God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. "And Jesus said to him, 'Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a 
son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.'" You will know 
when somebody gets saved because now they value the Lord Jesus Christ. They value the 
living God. Their God's are no longer their God's but Jesus is Lord.

We can describe it another way: when we meet with Jesus, we receive his life and 
immediately, we saw this Wednesday night, immediately what does this Spirit of God go 

Page 7 of 10



to work doing in our lives? He is conforming us through the ministry of the word of God, 
through the transformation of our thinking, what is the Lord doing? He is conforming us 
to the image of his Son. So when you see the God-man, when you see perfect humanity 
on this earth living his life, what do you see? Matthew 11:25, "At that time Jesus 
declared, 'I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 
things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes." Here's the Son of 
God, here is God in human flesh and what is he doing? He is giving thanks for the 
mysteries of salvation. "I thank you for your plan of saving sinners. I thank you for the 
way that you have done this. I thank you in light of the mysteries of salvation." That's 
perfect humanity giving God thanks for the mysteries of salvation. John 6:11, "And Jesus 
took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and 
the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted." So 
when Jesus miraculously fed the multitudes, do you notice, he begins this miracle by 
giving thanks? Here is the perfect Son of God giving thanks because whether provisions 
are provided through miraculous means or through providential means, the giver is 
always God. I wonder if you recognize that everything you have has come from the hand 
of God? If you are truly grateful, thankful, for everything you have? 

When Jesus raised a man from the dead, John 11:41, "Then they took away the stone 
from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, 
'Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.'" Thankful for answered prayer. Thankful 
for fellowship with the living God. This is the perfect man thankful that the Father hears 
him. Then this morning we'll celebrate the Lord's table together and when Jesus instituted 
that table, Luke 22:19, "And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, 'This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.'" When you see a sinless life, when you see a human life in 
perfection, what do you see? You see a human life filled with thanksgiving. That's 
worship. That's where worship exists. Not in the place of ingratitude but in the place of 
great thanksgiving. An acknowledgment of God's goodness. An acknowledgment of 
God's greatness. An acknowledgment of his worth. An acknowledgment of his rights. An 
appreciation for who he is and all that he has done. That's where worship exists. That's 
the life that we share in as believers, that we have been partakers of, and that's the mind 
that's been granted to us. We have been given the mind of Christ. Should not our lives be 
characterized then by thanksgiving?

Let me just add as a side note because the devil is such a master of deception and twisting 
things, can I just remind us that true worship then, true worship because it's grateful 
worship, is never self-styled worship. Self-styled worship is proud and therefore it is 
false. True worship is dictated by, defined by, the revelation of the one who is being 
worshiped., You see, I don't come to God and say, "I worship you and here is how I have 
chosen to worship you." I come to God and I say, "I am grateful for you therefore I 
worship you as you have directed me. I give to you what you require. I give to you what 
you demand. I give to you what you have asked for. I don't come in a self-styled manner 
to worship you, I come humbly, gratefully, obeying the revelation you have given me 
about how to worship you." Because you see, there are these people all over this world 
who arrogantly claim that they can worship God any way they want. There is probably 

Page 8 of 10



somebody right now sitting out at a tailgate party somewhere claiming that they are 
worshiping God as they are at the football game or worshiping God as they are hunting 
whatever is in season right now. I'm a big hunter as you can tell. I mean, they are all over 
this planet, are they not? People who claim they worship God. "Oh, I worship God. You 
know, I don't see a need for the institutional church. I'll worship God this way. I'll 
worship God that way." Listen, that is the heart of the ungrateful sinner. The man or 
woman who has been converted, transformed, humbly says, "You are God, I am not. You 
tell me how to worship you. I don't tell you how I am going to worship you. You tell me 
and I will obey you Because I owe you everything. My life, my everything." And that's 
why ungratefulness and idolatry are linked throughout the Scriptures. We'll see it more 
this evening. Ungratefulness, idolatry, linked throughout the Scriptures because if you are 
not thankful for the true God, you create your own.

So I ask you in closing: have you ever been made thankful for the true God? Has the Lord 
done this work in your heart? In your life? So that your eyes were opened and you were 
made thankful for the true God? The God of the Bible? The God who is known only in 
and through Jesus? Have you ever been made thankful for that God? Have you gratefully 
received God's gift of salvation in his Son? Did the Lord ever teach you, show you, that 
you were a sinner, lost, undone, helpless, in desperate need and then he opened your eyes 
to his gift of salvation, the gift of forgiveness, the gift of reconciliation, the gift of eternal 
life that is found in his Son? And you gratefully received God's gift by receiving his Son? 
Have you with humility and with gratefulness and with amazement, have you bowed your 
heart to his Majesty, the Lord Jesus, and received him as your King? Is he your Lord? 
Does he sit on the throne of your life? Do you now worship this God and count him to be 
the reason for your life? Is he your reason for living? Is he your life? "For to me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain."

Let's pray.

Our Father in heaven, we thank you that you have made yourself known to us. We thank 
you that you have had pity upon us poor sinners. In our fallen condition we were blind to  
your Majesty, to your goodness. We were what Romans 1:21 describes, we Lord, did not 
honor you as God nor were we thankful. We were the ungrateful and the evil. But you 
were good to us, not just in the ways that you are good to the whole world every day, not 
just with sunshine and rain and breath and food, but for every believer in this place there  
was a day when you had such mercy upon us that you opened our hearts to hear the 
Gospel and we saw your glory in the face of your Son and you granted us the repentance 
and the faith that allowed us to embrace Jesus and be saved forever. O Lord, what can 
we  return for this? And I pray that wherever as believers we have now given in to 
attitudes and perspectives that are ungrateful, they are unthankful, Lord, grant us 
repentance anew and afresh. Let us see it and let it break our hearts. Let us worship you 
in a place of gratitude and not in a way that we choose. Not in some self-styled sinful 
manner but, Lord, coming to you as you have told us to in your holy word. We are not 
God, you are. We are not worthy to be served, but you are. I pray for anyone in this 
room, Lord, who doesn't know you. O, may they recognize in their ingratitude their 
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lostness. Grant them a heart that today would desire Jesus more than anything this world  
has to offer. Save them we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.
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