
Gospel of Mark Chapter 14C 

 

If you recall when last we left the disciples they were gathered together in the upper room 

preparing to celebrate the Passover. 

 For almost 1500 years the Jews celebrated the powerful work of God delivering them from 

slavery in Egypt. This was the celebration of the Passover. 

 

Exodus 12: 24 You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever. 25 And 

when you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this 

service. 26  And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 

27  you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of 

the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the 

people bowed their heads and worshiped. 

 So essential was this celebration to the identity of Israel that it was one of three mandatory 

feasts where every able-bodied adult Jewish male was required to attend. 

 The Passover celebrated the fact that God by His strong arm delivered the People of Israel 

from the bondage of slavery in Egypt and brought them into the Land of promise. 

 

On the Jewish calendar the Feast of Passover actually kicked off the 7 day feast of unleavened 

bread.  

 Historically, this was a reminder that the Jews who fled Egypt did not have time to allow 

their bread to rise so they ate unleavened bread. 

 Spiritually, Leaven (YEAST) represents SIN because yeast thoroughly permeates a lump of 

dough, spoiling or corrupting the entire loaf.  In the same way sin corrupts the whole of man. 

 When you combine the feast of Passover and unleavened bread, you see the blood of the 

Lamb saving God’s people from Divine Wrath, releasing them in newfound freedom to enter 

the Promised Land, leaving behind the yeast of sin and being led by the Lord himself in the 

pillar of fire by night, cloud by day..  

 Early in the celebration of the Passover a child was assigned the task of asking a question, 

“How is this night different?   What do you mean by this ceremony?” 

 Let’s make these questions the focal points of our Love Feast Devotion this morning: 

 

1. How is this night different?  How is this night different from the other nights the 

Disciples spent with the Lord? What did Jesus mean when he said: 

Luke 22: 15  “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16  For I tell 

you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 

 By these words Jesus communicates great anticipation, a powerful longing, a strong desire to 

celebrate this particular Passover with his disciples. 

 He tells them he will not eat the Passover again until it is fulfilled in the Kingdom.  That 

sparks their attention. They are very interested in the Kingdom! 

 Ezekiel 45 tells us that there will be a Passover celebration during the millennial reign. 

o No doubt that will be a remembrance of the blood of the true Lamb of God and the 

deliverance of God’s people from the bondage of sin. 

 We understand that Jesus always loved his disciples, he has always shown them love BUT 

John prefaces the narrative of this night with the words: “having loved his own who were in 

the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.” (John 13:1 NIV) 



o He washes their feet, he shows them that He is the final fulfillment of the Passover 

and he institutes a new memorial in the cup and the bread. He tells them of the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, He prays his great high priestly prayer not only for them 

but for us as well. 

 

Do You Remember our question: “How is this night different?” 

We could answer by saying: This is the final legitimate Passover. It marks the end of the Old and 

the beginning of the New. It is NOT only the last Passover, it is the first communion. 

 The Lord Himself makes the transition, taking the components of the Passover and 

redefining them as the elements of Communion.  

 No longer will the feast recall the suffering of the people of Israel instead all of the focus 

will be on the atonement that was provided by the Lamb of God. 

 The Old Testament is over and the New Testament is being established in His blood. 

 

Jeremiah 31:31  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,  THIS is that New Covenant! 

Matthew 26: 28  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

Remember the second part of our question: “What do you mean by this ceremony?” 

 The traditional Passover celebration was FULL of images and types that pointed to the 

person and work of the Messiah.  

 

IN preparation for the Passover the families in Israel were commanded to bring a spotless lamb 

into their house for 4 days.  

Exodus 12:3  Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man 

shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 5  Your lamb shall 

be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats,  6  and 

you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 

 This Lamb, without blemish was required to live among them for 4 days. 

 Think of how attached your kids would become to that cute little lamb if you brought it into 

your house for 4 days. 

 

John tells us:   John 1:14, The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 The Spotless Lamb of God came from heaven and lived with the people of God.  

o They watched him heal the sick, Heard him rebuke the storms, they tasted the 

goodness of his provision as he fed the multitude. They observed his spotless life 

with their privileged eyes. 

 BUT we must remember that the same family who welcomed the Lamb into their home 4 

days later put the Lamb to death in order to escape the wrath of God.  

In Judah the Lambs were put to death at 3 PM on the 15
th

 of Nisan the exact day and time when 

Jesus died on the cross. 

 It was God’s plan to deliver his people from death through the sacrifice of an innocent 

Lamb. 



 In Egypt when the angel of death saw the blood applied to the door post he “Passed Over” 

the house. 

 

The Hebrew word that is used for the Passover is the word (PASAH) and it has the connotation 

of “Spreading the wings over” Like a mother hen spreads her wings over her chicks for 

protection, God literally protected his people from the fury of his own wrath.. 

 With that in mind consider the words of Jesus  in Luke 13 

 

Luke 13: 34  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 

sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 

under her wings, and you would not! 

 IN his judgment of the Egyptian nation God provided an umbrella of blood designed to 

protect his chosen Children. 

 In the New Covenant God provides an umbrella of blood for his chosen people through the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 Let’s see how this night progressed: 

 

The traditional Passover meal begins with the lighting of candles and the reading of:  

Exodus 6: 6  Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from 

under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will 

redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.  7  I will take you to be 

my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has 

brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

 The Lord had come to redeem his people, not from the bondage of slavery in Egypt but from 

the bondage and slavery of sin. 

 

Romans 6: 17  But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient 

from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18  and, having been set 

free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 

 

The Passover meal that the disciples celebrated was divided into 4 parts by the drinking of 4 cups 

of wine. 

 

After the first cup of wine everyone at the table participates in a ceremonial washing. 

Psalm 24:3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? 

4  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and 

does not swear deceitfully. 

 It is most likely here at the first washing that Jesus girds himself with a towel and washes the 

feet of the disciples.  

 

 

John 13:5  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

After that ceremonial washing the leader of the Passover picked up the “KARPAS” (parsley or 

piece of onion) and dipped it into salt water. 



 The salt water represented the tears of the people of Israel under the bonds of oppression in 

Egypt. 

 

Exodus 2:23, During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 

because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 

 The shedding of tears NOW gives way to God’s provision of GRACE: as the focus of the 

meal turns to the UNITY: The Bread of Life:  

 

Then the leader of the Passover celebration brought out what is called the “Unity.” 

 The unity is a napkin in which 3 sheets of Matzo are wrapped together. 

 After praying a prayer of thanksgiving the celebrant removed the second piece of matzo and 

broke it. Part of it was dipped here into the bitter herbs and the remaining part was wrapped 

in the napkin and hidden away until the end of the celebration. 

 

The Jews believed the three pieces of matzo in the unity represented Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

BUT after reflecting on the suffering, the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus it becomes 

clear that the unity represents the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 It is the Son who is broken, plunged into the bitter herbs and hidden away, buried for 3 days 

in the heart of the earth.               (HIDE THE MATZO) 

 

As Jesus is breaking the bread he declares,  

Mark 14: 18  “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19  

They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?”  20  He said to them, 

“It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 

 Jesus dipped the bread and gave it to Judas. John tells us what happened next: 

 

John 13: 27  Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What 

you are going to do, do quickly.” 

 Judas left the room. The wheels are set in motion that will take the Lamb of God to the cross 

at the appointed time. 

 With the departure of Judas the Lord Jesus continues the Passover celebration BUT it is 

different; Here he will institute the Last Supper with his faithful disciples. 

 

John 13:31 When he (Judas) had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 

God is glorified in him. 32  If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 

glorify him at once. 

 After the Bitter herbs, the meal of Fruit and Lamb have been consumed it is time for the 

Afikomen (Dessert)  

 The dessert at the Passover meal consists of the remainder of the 2
nd

 Matzo that was stolen 

away and buried earlier. 

 The time has come to resurrect the 2
nd

 member of the Unity. 

 When this piece of matzo is brought back to the table we come to the words of Jesus 

recorded in Mark 14:22  

 

Mark 14: 22  And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 



 For 1500 years the children of Israel have broken and buried  the 2
nd

 member of the “Unity.”  

 Today the Lord is unlocking the spiritual reality behind the Passover. Not only is he the 

sacrificial Lamb, THIS bread is HIS body, the cup is his blood. 

 

As the disciples hear his words the pieces of the puzzle begin to come together. The words that 

he spoke when he was in Galilee are just now beginning to make sense. 

 When the hungry crowd followed him to the other side of the Galilee looking for a free 

breakfast he said to them: 

 

John 6:53 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you.  54  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 

life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 

 Of course the Lord Jesus was not suggesting that believers engage in cannibalism.  

 He was insisting that only those who appropriate his sacrificial death to their own lives 

would find eternal life.  

o Just as food and drink provide physical life to all men, the body and blood of the 

Lord Jesus provide spiritual life to all who believe. 

 

After eating the Afikomen (Bread) Jesus lifts up the THIRD cup of wine. This cup was known 

throughout the history of Israel as “The Cup of Redemption.” 

 

Mark 14: 23  And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 

drank of it. 24  And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many. 

 The New Covenant is sealed by the blood of the Lord Jesus himself. 

 Jesus is our Passover Lamb! By his blood we are redeemed from the slavery of sin. 

 

Ephesians 1:7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, 8  which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight  9  

making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ 

 The unique word that Paul uses for “redemption” speaks of slaves being set free. 

o If a person wanted to free a loved one or friend who was a slave, he would buy that 

slave for himself and then grant his freedom. 

 Through his death on the cross Christ redeemed us from life-long slavery to sin, setting us 

free from the power and the penalty of sin in order that we might live to the glory of God. 

 

The History of the Jewish People serves as an example for us. 

 God chose them from among all of the nations of the World and uniquely set his love upon 

them. 

 He revealed himself to them generation after generation through the Word that he gave to 

Moses and the Prophets. 

 He delivered them from Slavery and oppression through the Blood of a spotless Lamb. 

 He destroyed their enemies in a grand act of judgment in the Red Sea 

 He personally led them through the wilderness and gave them rest in the Land of Promise. 

 The Glory of God dwelt among them in the Tabernacle. His presence was always with them. 



 Their worship involved the REMEMBRANCE of his great deliverance in the Bread and in 

the Cup.    

 They joyfully celebrated the strong arm of the Lord who delivered them from slavery. 

 They were called of God to be a light to the World.  

 

Mark 14: 25  Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when 

I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  26  And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to 

the Mount of Olives. 

 WE: Remember the blood of the Lamb who delivered us from Slavery to Sin. 

 We Too SING of the glories of the one who set us free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


