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“At that time the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, ‘Who, then, is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?’ He called a 
little child to him, and placed the child 
among them. And he said: ‘Truly I tell 
you, unless you change and become 

like little children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 

whoever takes the lowly position of this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me.’” 

(Matthew 18:1-5) 



 A Great, Mighty, Awesome God 

“To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even 
the highest heavens, the earth and everything in 

it. Yet the Lord set his affection on your ancestors 
and loved them, and he chose you, their 

descendants, above all the nations—as it is 
today. …. For the Lord your God is God of gods 

and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts 

no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless 
and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing 
among you, giving them food and clothing. And 

you are to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.”  

(Deuteronomy 10:14-19) 



 Think about it 

 “The gods that the ancient world 
worshipped were concerned with great 
people — the mighty and cunning, the 
swift and the gorgeous. The rest of 
humanity served as a backdrop — bit 
players, foils, and inconsequential 
fodder for the grand plans of kings, 
generals, and deities. Not so with the 
God of the Bible. We see God’s strange 
interest in the people on the margins 
carved upon every page of Scripture.” 
(Rick Warren) 

 



 “It was evident in Yahweh’s 

selection of a nation of 

slaves to be his special 

people. It echoed in his 

choice of sheep-tenders to 

be the first to hear news of 

the Incarnation.” 
(Rick Warren) 

 



“A father to the fatherless, a 
defender of   widows, is                     

God in his holy dwelling”  

(Psalms 68:5) 

__________________________ 

“Though my father and mother 
forsake me,     the Lord will 

receive me.” 
(Psalm 27:10) 

 



  

Reflect God’s image 

 

“Defend the weak and       

the fatherless; uphold the 

cause of the poor               

and the oppressed.”  

(Psalm 82:3) 



Reflect God’s image 

“This is what the Lord says: Do 

what is just and right. Rescue 

from the hand of the oppressor 

the one who has been robbed. Do 

no wrong or violence to the 

foreigner, the fatherless                 

or the widow,...” 

(Jeremiah 22:3) 



 True godliness  

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting                            
I have chosen: to loose the chains of 

injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break 

every yoke? Is it not to share your food 
with the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter— when you see 
the naked, to clothe them, and not to 
turn away from your own flesh and 

blood? Then your light will                  
break forth like the dawn,…”  

(Isaiah 58:6-8) 



True godliness  

“Religion that God our Father              

accepts as pure and faultless 

is this: to look after         

orphans and widows in                        

their distress…”                                                                   

 (James 1:27) 



 A matter of genuine faith 

“Suppose a brother or a sister is 

without clothes and daily food. If one 

of you says to them, “Go in peace; 

keep warm and well fed,” but does 

nothing about their physical needs, 

what good is it? In the same way, 

faith by itself, if it is not 

accompanied by action, is dead”            

(James 2:15-17) 



A matter of genuine love  

“If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother 
or sister in need but has no pity 

on them, how can the love of God 
be in that person? Dear children, 

let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions               

and in truth.”  

(I John 3:17-18) 



 Reflect and Represent God 

“Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you. 
Follow God’s example, therefore, 
as dearly loved children and walk 
in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us 
as a fragrant offering                       
and sacrifice to God.”  

(Ephesians 4:32-5:2) 



Reflect and Represent God 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort 

we  ourselves receive from God.” 

(II Corinthians 1:3-4) 



• “Of course, we must not miss the fact that God 
calls his people to do the same. We are to live out 
‘pure and faultless religion’ by caring for the 
orphan and widow in their distress (James 1:27).” 

• “As we do this, we reveal God’s heart to the world. 
Whether by adoption or foster care or mentoring 
or supporting the local Church in care for orphans 
around the globe, we display that astonishing 
reality that the Great One cares passionately for 
the least.”  

• “And in the process, we experience God’s heart 
more deeply ourselves as well — a peculiar, 
marvelous love for the orphan. A peculiar, 
marvelous love for us.” (Rick Warren) 

 


