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!
Journey to Jerusalem: !

God’s Will or Paul’s Way?!

Acts 21:1-36!

 Did Paul disregard the Lord’s will in favor of his own way?          

Did Paul’s decision lead him to compromise the gospel and jeopar-

dize his own life? 

! I.! _______________ _______________ for Paul (1-14)!     

! II.! _______________ _______________ for Paul (15-26)!    

! III.!_______________ _______________ for Paul (27-36)!  

!
Discerning God’s Will for My Life!

! 1.! _________________________________________!         

! 2.! _________________________________________!         

! 3.! _________________________________________!         

! 4.! _________________________________________!         

Paul may have been willing to die for Jesus. But that was not what 

Jesus was requiring in this matter. Jesus was not asking Paul to die 

for him. On the contrary, He seems to have been telling him not to 

die. The issue was not martyrdom but obedience. This is very 

relevant to us, because we sometimes try to cover up disobedience 

in our lives by taking what seems to be a high spiritual road. We 

say, “I am willing to do anything, suffer anything, even die for 

Jesus.” But what we really mean by that is, “I want to do what I 

want to do regardless.” 

!
The leaders of the church approached Paul and said something like 

this: “Paul, we know that you are right in insisting that no 

Christian has to keep the ceremonial law. You have stood for 

Gentile liberty, and you have right in that. But you have to 

understand that we have a difficult situation here. We live in a 

Jewish culture, and there are many people in the church who just 

do not see it your way. They think that you are trying to destroy 

their traditions and that you are even harming the cause of religion. 

We would like to dispel that idea. So what we suggest is this: We 

have four men who have taken a vow and will be presenting 

themselves at the temple. We would like you to join them. They are 

poor people. They are not able to pay for the sacrifice that is part of 

the ceremonial purification rite. We’d like you to pay for that 

sacrifice, go through the days of purification yourself, and then 

join with them as the sacrifice for sin is made in the temple area.” 

!
- James M Boice


