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“Faith is a Product of Preaching” 

 Introduction: 

     This is going to be different then some of my normal messages. I’m not going to preach to you 
this morning I just want to talk to you. I’ve got something that I want to discuss we are going to read 
a text, so you can go ahead and find you place in Ephesians chapter four. If you would open your 
Bibles there this morning to Ephesians chapter number four and I’m going to read one sentence. I 
didn’t say one verse I said one sentence. Because six verses in Ephesians four make one sentence.  

     While you’re finding your place in Ephesians four just mark your place there and I want to tell 
you this. Various college professors have often told me that if there is mist in the pulpit there will be 
fog in the pews. In other words if it’s misty up here, if there is a haze up here if it’s unclear up here, 
then it’s going to be foggy in the pews. I’m afraid what we have in most churches of today is too 
much religion and not enough Christ. 

- Too much I, me, my and not enough Him (meaning the LORD Jesus Christ). 

- Too much force and authority and power not enough love. 

- And too much law and works and not any grace.   

     Now I want to say something this morning and I believe this with all of my heart. And I’m not just 
saying these things this morning because it’s Pastor’s Appreciation Day. I was going to preach this 
message around Homecoming but the LORD had laid another message on my heart. So you know 
like me, my mom asked me how many sermon outlines that I had and I said I do not know mom. But 
I said I have a whole arsenal you know. When the LORD gives me something I can go. And I even 
five or six in my Bible where if I’m ever out and I have to show somebody something. I’m always 
ready, in other words my six-shooter is always loaded. But I’m saying this, this morning because I 
believe it.  

     Now just here me out; the actions that take place in the White House, Washington D.C. 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue are very, very important to you did you know that? The actions and the 
events that occur in the United States Congress and the United States Supreme Court in Washington 
D.C. are very, very, very, important to you. And like I said I’m not just saying this today because this 
is Pastor Appreciation Day; but what goes on behind this pulpit right here is the most important 
thing in a Christian’s life. It’s more important then what the President does, more important then 
what Congress does, more important than the laws that the Supreme Court passes, more important  
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than the Mayor of Ashland. More important than the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
why? Because faith is a product of preaching; faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God.  
 
     Like I have said time and time again from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatians in 4:19. My 
little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you. Faith is a product of 
preaching. Now I want you to turn with me to Ephesians four and we will read our text. I tell you 
this message is going to be quite different. This is not a sermon, I don’t even know why I’m taking 
my jacket off because I don’t plan on preaching this morning. My goal is to stay behind the pulpit; 
except for right here. I’m going to lay my jacket down.  

Ephesians 4:11-16 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 

     Like I’ve said before, what goes on behind this pulpit is more important in your life than any 
political office and government law that is passed; the president, the congress, the constitution. 
Because if you are a born again child of God your faith is the product of preaching, the Bible says 
that it pleases God through the foolishness of preaching to save those that would believe. The 
knowledge of God that you have, that a person has is effected by preaching. The attitude that you 
have toward God; His Sovereignty, His Deity, His power, His omniscience, His omnipotence, His 
omnipresence, is a product of preaching.  

     The beliefs that you have concerning doctrine and what you believe about the Scriptures is a 
product of preaching; your faith is a product of preaching. Why? Faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of God, how can we hear without a preacher, how can he preach unless he be 
sent. Your faith is a product of the preached Word, your religion is a product of the preached Word, 
and your doctrine is a product of the preached Word. Everything that you believe concerning this 
book, concerning the faith, concerning Jesus Christ starts where? It starts with the preacher, with 
the preacher. Do you see how very, very important it is?  
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     Do you know I’d rather be a preacher than the President of the United States of America. I think 
that is the highest calling on the planet, I really do. I heard a preacher say this one time and I agree 
with him, I agree whole heartedly, He said: “I believe the highest calling on the planet is to be a 
preacher, I believe the second highest calling on the planet is to be a mother.” That’s the two greatest 
callings of God for mankind, one is to be a preacher of the gospel the other one is to be a mother. Oh 
I can’t be a mommy, oh but God called me to preach. If I was a man I’d get so bored, I’d quit 
whatever it was that I was doing and pray to God that He would call me to preach. I use to not be 
like that now.  
 
     But faith is product of preaching and what goes on behind this pulpit right here it affects every 
single one of you. And did you know that it will affect your children, because what you believe right 
now affects your children. It not only will affect your children because what you believe right now 
will not only affect your children and affect how they believe but it will affect how that your 
grandchildren will believe. It all starts right here, it all starts right here and if there is mist in the 
pulpit, there will be fog in the pews. Do you see how very important it is? Do you see the great 
responsibility and placed upon of the man, called of God to execute this office. Because faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God, how can we hear without preacher and how can he 
preach unless he be sent.  

     Paul gives four offices here, does he not? In Ephesians four-eleven; he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; Now in the Greek that’s one 
office pastors and teachers; “pastor-teacher.” Paul said to be apt to teach, in other words able to 
teach, that’s a qualification to be a pastor of a church, you’ve got to be able to teach. You see it’s not 
just holler and spit and shout and stomp on the floor. You’ve got to be able to break this down 
Barney style where even that little five year child in your congregation can understand it; apt to 
teach, because faith is a product of preaching. The office of Apostle, let’s go over this right quick.  

     The office of Apostle now regardless of what you’ve believe, regardless of what you’ve been 
taught, regardless of who told you what. You read it in some paper or you read it in some magazine 
somewhere, you read it in some article or you’ve got a friend on face book who has Apostle in front 
of his name. There are no Apostles on the earth today! The office of Apostle has ceased with the 
death of John after he left the isle of Patmos and died at Ephesus. Jesus personally appointed and 
sent out 12 Apostles and one of them was of the devil from the beginning so that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled. The Apostle Paul was the 12th chosen on the road to Damascus to replace the 
fallen Judas in Matthew chapter 10.  

     The Apostle Paul was personally sent out unto the Gentiles by Jesus Christ as an Apostle, as the 
LORD told Ananias in Acts 9 He Said: “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and the kings, and the children of Israel”. What does Apostle mean? One who is 
sent, one who is sent! Matthew chapter number ten He names the twelve Apostles and sends them 
out and commands them to go out. Now He only did that for 12 people there folks. Judas fell, the 
Apostle Paul took Judas’ place and who sent Paul out? Jesus Christ, for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to go out. In Acts chapter 12:1-2 along with the rest of the deaths of the Apostle within the New 
Testament  shows us clearly that these offices were not continued.  
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     Jesus appointed the apostles to do the founding work for the foundation of the Church and when 
the foundation was laid in the first century now there is no need for Apostles, the office has ceased. 
So these people today claiming to title of Apostle, my question is this; On whose authority to they 
claim that office? On whose authority to they claim that office?  
 
     If there are any that hold to the Apostolic gifts and the Apostolic authority and say that they are 
an Apostle then where are their gifts? Where are their gifts, show us the lame being made to walk. 
Show us the healing of the blind and while you’re at it why don’t you raise a couple of them from 
the dead. And then, then I might believe you’re an Apostle, but I won’t because even if you did those 
things it would be by the workings of Satan.  

     Now let’s go to the next office, what did he say the office of prophet. Don’t worry I’m going to go 
somewhere with it this morning. Like I said this is going to be brief, you’ll have the food blessed, 
chicken on your plate and eating by 12:20, that’s my goal.  

     The office of Prophet this office has also ceased. Yea’ buddy it’s gone too, after the death of John 
the Baptist. John the Baptist was the last man who was a prophet, now we all know that there was 
One who was a prophet who died after John the Baptist, Jesus Christ and He was “The Prophet.” 
The, the definite article that fulfilled Deuteronomy chapter number 18 when Moses Prophesied of 
“The Prophet.” Alright but John the Baptist was the last prophet in the role of just a mere man. Jesus 
fulfilled the office of “The Prophet” because He has a three-fold office of His ministry which is Priest, 
Prophet and King.  

     Moses prophesied in Deuteronomy 18:15-19 that Jesus is going to come and He is going to be 
“The Prophet.”  But that office has ceased as well and there is no newly appointed Prophets of God 
spoken of in the New Testament after John the Baptist and Christ. No new prophets now there are 
false prophets spoken of but there are no new prophets, no Godly prophets. Peter gives us little in 
sight on that in II Peter chapter two and verse one you don’t have to turn there but right it down 
and you can go back and read it later.  

     If you were in the college class last semester with us this past May you will be able to see this and 
you’ll recognize it. But Peter said in Second Peter chapter two and verse number one. But there 
were false prophets. Now what does that word “were” mean? Past tense, there were false prophets; 
also among the people, even as there shall be false prophets? No teachers, why? Because the office of 
prophet has ceased; the office of prophet has ceased and there are no prophets now. But there were 
false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. 

     Peter said there were false prophets, past tense and there now shall be, present tense not false 
prophets but false teachers. Why because of office of Prophet has ceased. I say to you if a man calls 
himself a prophet ask him if he has ever read Deuteronomy chapter number 18 verses 20 through 
22? Because I’ll read it to you, you can go back and check it out later. A man claims to have the gift 
and office of a prophet then read him this.  
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Deuteronomy 18:20-22 
 
20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die. 
21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken? 

22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is 
the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him. 

     God said we are not even to fear these people why? Because if they say something and it doesn’t 
come to pass, let right there, they just proved it. You’re a prophet well then prophesy something. 
Give me a new prophecy, something new, something is not already in here because that’s what 
prophecy is. The office has ceased, and there is no new prophecy. Now I never said that we didn’t 
have dreams and visions, signs and wonders; because God and sent you a message through a 
dream. God can send you a vision, God can send an angel in the form of whatever He sees fit to do to 
deliver His Sovereign message but there are no new prophecies. God has given us the complete 
revelation right here. But you on a one to one level boy He can send you all kinds of good stuff.  

     Now the office has ceased and there would be no need of new prophecy now? Why, why s there 
no need for new prophecy? There you go Brother Tom, write this down and you can go back and 
read it later.  

II Peter 1:19-21 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     For the prophecy came not in old time, it’s already came, we have already got it. It came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake past tense. Not are still speaking but they’ve 
already spoke and it’s been recorded, written down, pure and preserved we don’t need to add to it 
because what we have now is a more sure word of prophecy. The complete book is finished, these 
men did it not by their own will but they spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     Why would we want to add to the finished work of God right here? He said right here we have a 
more sure Word of Prophecy. So Apostles, gone! Prophets, Gone! Boy now I tell you what, there is a 
lot of TV ministries that if they were actually going by the Scriptures they just might have well line 
up at the unemployment office, right? Shut the doors on them, why? Because the Scriptures, the 
Scriptures have already disqualified them. Do you see why what goes on behind here is so very 
important to you. How many people knew that? Because if I’m up here preaching another book, or if 
I’m preaching my own agenda or if I’m preaching something that I want you to know to influence 
you so that I can get my will and my way oh that’s a different story.  
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     Oh but my friends if I preach this and this alone (holds up the Bible). All it does is exalt Christ. It 
doesn’t exalt me, it doesn’t exalt this church, that’s why what goes on behind here is so very 
important. We have one last, or one more office before we get to pastor-teacher and that is the 
office of evangelist and this one is very brief.  
 
     The office of Evangelist this office is in effect today. Yes we still have this office, this office is still 
active. These are men called of God to proclaim the good news and what is the good news? The 
gospel; the gospel is the death the burial and the resurrection of the LORD Jesus Christ. In a sense 
every single one of you are evangelist, you are ambassadors for Christ, and you are messengers for 
the Word of God. But to be a called evangelist and anointed of God like Philip was. You see Philip 
was an  evangelist. The Bible talks about Philip the evangelist in Acts 21:8; calls him that by name, 
Philip the evangelist in Acts 21:8. The Apostle Paul also gave instructions to young Timothy in  II 
Timothy 4:5 and he said do the work of an evangelist. Why, cause if you’re a preacher spread the 
gospel to the lost and dying world. 

     Now an evangelist is not a pastor-teacher he is an evangelist. You see that’s what I wanted to be. 
Why, because that’s an easy job compared to being a pastor-teacher because you don’t have the 
care of the church on you. A new broom sweeps clean every time, doesn’t Brother Tom? But after a 
while they will get tired of that same old broom don’t they?  

     Now I’m afraid what we’ve got today with these so-called evangelist are not who they say they 
are. Because the majority of them do not even preach the Gospel but they are preaching another 
gospel. They’re preaching something else because it’s all about building up their ministry and a 
name for their self. Now that brings us the last and final office and we are done.  

     The office of Pastor-Teacher the office of pastor-teacher and like I said before I think it is the 
greatest calling in the world. I think it’s the greatest duty that a man could be called to. The two 
greatest callings in the world; to be a preacher and to be a momma’. Now you can’t be both, ain’t no 
one can be both, hello ain’t no one can be both is the phone ringing pick it up. If any man desire the 
office, if any man it didn’t say if any woe’-man, it didn’t say if any he-she, or any it. It said if any man, 
hello if the phone’s ringing pick it up. Now that is the office, but let me tell you women something 
today. I love you and if you are saved by the grace the God you better be preaching. You better be 
preaching you better be giving the gospel you better be telling people about Jesus because even 
though you don’t hold the office and you don’t stand behind a pulpit you are still a preacher. Now 
that would get me in trouble in some places, but I’m here and I’ve got the Bible to back it up.  

     Because one of the greatest evangelist in the Bible ever was a female in John chapter four, she 
lead a whole town to the LORD Jesus Christ and all she did was open her mouth and say come and 
see a man that told me about everything that I ever done, is not this the Christ or should we look for 
another. Well tell us a little bit more about Him young lady. She got to telling them about Jesus and 
the Bible says that about half of that town believed off of her testimony. Is that not what a preacher 
is? So just because you ladies don’t hold the office that doesn’t mean you are not supposed to still 
witness for the LORD, Amen! Now we have the office of Prophets, or Apostles and then Prophets 
and then Evangelist  and then we get into the last and the least the office of pastor-teacher, in 
Ephesians 4:11-12. 
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Ephesians 4:11-12 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

     Now that word perfecting simply means this; for the equipping, that means that I’m supposed to 
give you the equipment needed for you to go out and do the work of the ministry. What is the work 
of the ministry? It is the edifying of the body of Christ, and what does edifying mean? It’s what a 
carpenter does to a house, he builds it up. He builds up and when you edify you build up or you lift 
up.  My job as your pastor-teacher is to equip you for the work of the ministry which is the building 
up of the body of Christ. Do you see that what why this right here affects you more than what Barak 
Obama signs in the White House at 1660 Pennsylvania Avenue? Do you see what goes on behind 
here affects you more than what Laws are passed by the Supreme Court? Do you see, because what 
comes out from behind here affects your way of thinking about your eternity concerning a 
Sovereign God.  

     The office of pastor-teacher; the man who holds this office is responsible for the eternal souls of 
those under his charge as their under shepherd. So in the matter of your faith concerning your 
eternal state what goes on behind this pulpit should be the most important thing in your life. I 
heard a guy on the radio the other day and I totally agree with him 100%. “A church that is focused 
around the Word of God and centered upon Christ and centered upon Biblical studies and Biblical 
preaching and not all the other garbage of the world.” Now you can have other stuff, you can 
incorporate of stuff, but you must be focused and centered upon the Word. “A church that is 
centered upon the Word of God is a healthy church and it is a church that will grow.”  

     What is a Pastor’s job today? Well Paul tells all the saints what it is in verse twelve: For the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: The 
perfecting like I said simply means that I equip you with the means necessary to go out and do the 
job. How long do we do all of this and how long does Brother Doug have to do this? How long have I 
got to do this, until what? Until the Good LORD says that enough is enough or He calls me home. You 
see you don’t retire from being a preacher now you can retire from pastoring, Amen! I think a lot of 
them just need to go ahead and do it, ok. I think a lot of them should just go ahead and do it. When 
you get to a certain age and a certain point; but they say well them young people ain’t got what us 
old people had. Well do you know what some of you old people have quit, you’ve sat down on the 
job.  

     Well I guess we are just going to have to do until something better comes along, Amen! At least 
we are coming to church, at least we are keeping the fire going for the honor and the glory of God. 
We are trying to do it, so my goodness folks a man doesn’t ever quit from preaching, you don’t ever 
quit from testifying and you don’t ever quit from loving the LORD. But there does come a point and 
time where a man just needs to realize; hey’ look-a-here, it’s time for me to move on or it’s time for 
me to retire.  But until then let’s read Ephesians 4:13. 
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Ephesians 4:13 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

     Till we all come in the unity of the faith; until we all come. Now who is that, all? Every single one 
of us, why? Because I’m not responsible for Mam-maw here who is 88, 89 years old but I’m also 
responsible for Margaret. I’m responsible for little Gracie, I’m responsible for Gloria, Rose, Brother 
Paul, Sister Rita, Sister Joyce and Brother Don. I’m responsible for all of you. Because what comes 
out from behind here affects your thinking and your attitude and your belief and your faith is a 
product of this. Do you see how that this affects you? There are laws that get passed in Washington 
D.C. that doesn’t affect some of us, some us it will not impact. Everything that’s done up there 
doesn’t affect me. But if I’m a child of God and I’m sitting there and the man is here everything that 
comes out of here affects me, because it concerns my eternity. We do this until we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God. That’s why I’m going to travail until I see 
Christ formed in everyone of you, because I’m not going to take anybodies salvation for granted.  

     I’ve had a 63 year-old woman tell me that she has professed Christ ever since she was 16 years-
old but she didn’t get saved until about a year ago. Been playing church since she was 16, why? She 
didn’t understand grace, she just said a prayer. She was trusting in her works her whole life and 
didn’t even realize it until about a year ago and then the grace of God got a hold of her and she was 
born again. By the will and work of a Sovereign God, but at least she came to her senses. Paul said in 
Galatians, read 4:5 or 5:4 in Galatians sometime. It says that if you say you are justified by the Law 
then you are fallen from Grace. Do you know what that means? That doesn’t mean you lost your 
salvation that means you were never saved to start with and grace doesn’t apply. Hello, if the 
phone’s ringing pick it up.  

     My works do not justify me and the Law cannot justify me. If that’s what justifies me then the 
finished work of Jesus Christ was worthless, there would have been no reason for Him to come and 
die if there was some other way. But I am complete in Him, do you see why what comes out from 
behind here is so important to you. One little thing in your salvation, just one little thing that Satan 
has twisted and said; “hath God said?” Did He really say that? One little thing wrong that comes out 
from behind here could send you to Hell! Just one thing, this is why what goes on right where 
behind this stand the most important thing concerning your eternity. 

Ephesians 4:14 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

     I do this right here so that we can grow in the faith together, and be no more children so that you 
know the truth. Not by what Brother Doug says, because I do not want you to take my word for it. I 
have told you this time and time again, you be a good Berean, you go home and you open this book 
and you see if what I’m telling you is the truth. Don’t you take my word for it, because if you are 
trusting in me this morning for your salvation you are on your way to Hell!  
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     You better be trusting in Him and believing in what He said and not what Brother Doug said. I’m 
just the mouth piece I’m not the Saviour, I’m just the tool that the LORD is using to get His message 
out. My hope is built in nothing less, save Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  

     Why so that that the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, of those that lie in wait to deceive; can’t 
come in a twist the word and pull you off where you get swept away with every little wind of false 
doctrine. But that you can know the truth. You can know that this man over here says he is an 
apostle, I’m not going to go to that church because that’s not Biblical. That man over there says he’s 
a prophet and he’s got a new revelation from God. Maybe concerning him but not concerning the 
church. Amen! Maybe concerning him, through a sign or wonder or a dream or a vision but not 
concerning the church, Amen! You know what if I get a revelation to myself and God hasn’t told me 
to tell it to someone else I’m keeping it to myself. Hello, I told a lady one time I said your problem is 
that you tell everything you know and you don’t know nothing after that. Alright let’s move on. 

     You say Brother Doug why do you tell us about other churches and their teachings? I do this so 
that you will not be carried away with every wind of doctrine, isn’t that my task at hand from being 
behind here? My friend I’m warning you because of what the Apostle Paul said in Galatians chapter 
one verses eight and nine.  

Galatians 1:8-9 

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 

     You say Brother Doug why do you name people by name? You all know that I do that, hello. Let 
me just say it: “Joel Olsteen” for all my sermon audio listeners; “Joel Olsteen.” Why do you name 
them by name? Because of what the Apostle Paul said in Romans 16:17. 

Romans 16:17 

17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. 

I want to mark them, so that you know. Line up what a man teaches with this book and if it doesn’t 
line up; you should also mark them and avoid them. This is the end product, this is what a pastor’s 
heart should strive for. 

Ephesians 4:15-16  

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
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     That is love we may grow up into Him, in all things. I strive to nurture you to the point where 
Christ becomes first in your life in all things. You reach that point of spiritual maturity, we reach 
that point together so that we as a body may be wholly fit together, making increase of that body 
unto the edifying itself in love. We can grow together to the point where we can lift one another up 
in love, why? Because it’s one body, that is in love, together we grow up. Notice I said together. I 
didn’t say I do this so you can grow up. I said that I do this so that we can grow up together.  

     This is my charge, this is my duty. You all did not hire me, God called me. This is my charge to do 
this until you get to the point of spiritual maturity, that we reach that point so that we as a body 
may be wholly fit together making the increase of that body to where we can edify one another in 
love. Lift one another up, all be strong in the faith, and be strong in the doctrine. Be strong in the 
grace be strong in the love of Jesus Christ, why? Because what comes out from here affects you and 
the way you think about God.  

     That’s my charge and that’s my duty. At times I may seem though, at times I may seem hard and 
there are time I might seem one sided. “Nope can’t do it that way, the Word of God says it’s this way, 
that’s it.” Folks that ain’t me, you’ve got to understand that. If the Word of God says that’s the way it 
is then that’s the way it is, cut and dried. I have this great responsibility, this is my task at hand 
which our God has called me to do and by His grace I will do it. I will do it, now I want to share these 
with you and then we are going to close. 

     The CEO of a company, Wal-Mart, Sears and Roebuck, they’re responsible for the jobs and well 
being of the employees. If the company goes under, there are other jobs and means. Now that’s the 
CEO’s responsibility.  

- But the Pastor is responsible for giving the gospel in its purity so that the Holy Spirit 
can complete the effectual work of grace through and by the new birth, regeneration 
and he is further responsible for the care of those  eternal souls as their under 
shepherd. 

     We have the Elementary School; Emmy your in elementary school, Lyla and Gracie they are all in 
elementary school. The Elementary School Teacher is responsible for the education of young minds 
concerning the three R’s. That’s what they are responsible for to train those young minds to get 
them started. 

- But the Pastor is responsible for the teaching and preaching of sound doctrine for the 
spiritual growth not for the physical mind but for the spiritual mind and the spiritual 
heart; the growth of the Saints in the LORD so they will not be carried away with every 
wind of false doctrine. 

     The Police officer is responsible for the enforcement of the law’s of the land and catching of the 
criminals. 

- The Pastor is responsible for the teaching of God’s Law in its relation to His Grace and 
to warn His people of the charlatans, those wolves in sheep clothing.  
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    That’s my job, we are in this together, one body, one faith, one LORD and one baptism and we are 
all baptized into that same body which is the body of Christ.  Do you see now, that what goes on in 
this Church, behind this pulpit is a matter that should be of the greatest importance to you because 
it affects you more than anything else, more than any other office or any other position in this land. 

Ephesians 4:11-12 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

As your Pastor and by His grace; I vow not to shrink from my duty and my responsibilities will you 
vow to do the same in your service unto Him? My job is to equip you, your job is to edify the body of 
Christ, let’s bow our heads.  


