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Message:   The Blessings of Loving Christ with an Incorruptible Love

Text:          Ephesians  6:18-24 

Introduction

  A.  As we come to the end of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we see him end his letter the way he began - by 
calling down God’s blessing upon Christ’s church, conveying Christ’s own desire for His people.

Ephesians 1:2   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 6:23   Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

     6:24   Grace be with all those loving our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.

  B.  Focusing on these blessings, the last one in 6:24 in particular calls down grace upon God’s people.

      1.  Grace is God’s undeserved favor and blessing (which includes power to transform us), all rooted in the     
work of Christ.  Are we all in need of God’s grace?  For what?

      2.  What grace in specific is Paul calling down upon believers?
   

I.  6:24  The blessing of future grace is where all past and current grace is intended to lead believers, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace.

  A.  Believers have received past grace as undeserved favor in God’s granting us saving faith in Jesus Christ,
resulting in the forgiveness of our sins.

Ephesians 1:4 ... In love  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 5

kind intention of His will,  to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  6

Ephesians 1:7   In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to

the riches of His grace

Ephesians 2:8   For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of

God; 

  B.  Present grace is undeserved favor in God’s sustaining in us saving faith in Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 12:9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness."

Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Galatians 6:18   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

2 Timothy 2:1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2 Peter 3:18   but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory,

both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

  C.  Future grace is undeserved favor in Christ’s granting us the outcome of our faith - entrance into His eternal
kingdom, glorious presence, and eternal joy.

1.  God has granted us grace in the past and present, that we might be granted future grace.

Ephesians 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by

grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly

places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Daniel 7:18  'But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever,

for all ages to come.' 



1 Thessalonians 1:9   ...  you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  and to wait for His 10

Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to

come. 

Matthew 13:40   "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of

the age.  "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 41

stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness,  and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that 42

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS 43

THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

Revelation 21:3   And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is

among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among

them,  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; 4

there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  And 5

He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new ." And He said, "W rite, for these

words are faithful and true." 

2.  Paul appears to have such future grace in mind in his benediction (blessing) in Ephesians 6:24.      
Present grace to love is being called down upon believers in 6:23.  Future grace is called down     
upon those who by present grace enduringly love the Lord.  “Loving” is a present active     
participle, denoting continuous action, implying a future grace to all who love Christ to the end.

Ephesians 6:24  Grace be with all those loving our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.

II.  Future grace is conditional upon continually loving the Lord

  A.  That future grace of entrance into eternal life is conditional upon loving the Lord is apparent ... 

1.  to Paul

Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all those loving our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.

1 Corinthians 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha.

2.  to Moses

Deuteronomy 30:19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life

and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your

descendants, 20 by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for

this is your life and the length of your days ...

3.  to Jesus

Luke 10:25 And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit

eternal life?" 26 And He said to him, "W hat is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" 27 And he

answered, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD W ITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND W ITH ALL

YOUR SOUL, AND W ITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND W ITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 28 And He said to him, "You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND

YOU WILL LIVE."

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who

loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him."

4.  to James

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive

the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him .

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and

heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?



  B.  That loving the Lord is conditional for the future grace of eternal life does not mean that entering God’s    
eternal kingdom and glory is ...

1. ... earned
2. ... merited or deserved  
3.  Meeting a condition to receive something does not necessarily = earning it.  Example:  offer a dollar

to someone on the condition he/she extends his/her hand to receive it.  Then ask - did you earn or
deserve this dollar?  No.  Yet was receiving it conditional?  Yes.  So that God offering salvation
on the condition of our loving Him with an incorruptible love is not contradictory to salvation
being an undeserved and unearned gift of God’s grace.

  C.  Love, like obedience, is inseparable from saving faith.

      1.  A faith that does not work does not save, nor does a faith that does not work through love.

James 2:14 W hat use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save

him? 20 ... faith without works is useless?

Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working

through love.

1 Corinthians 7:19   Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the

commandments of God.

      2.  Jonathan Edwards, Works, vol. 2, pp. 586, 588

“ ... saving faith implies in its nature divine love ...”

“ ... our love for God enables us to overcome the difficulties that attend keeping God’s commands;  which shows

that love is the main thing in saving faith, the life and power of it, by which it produces great effects, agreeable to

what the apostle Paul says when he calls saving faith, ‘faith effectual by love.’”

      3.  The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to regenerate the elect of God unto a faith in the Lord that      
produces a love for the Lord that motivates our obedience to Christ as Lord by faith.  So while faith,      
love, obedience are to be distinguished, they can never be separated.  Where one is present, all are            

   present. Where one is absent, all are absent.  So when the Scriptures call us to love or obey the Lord as     
  though our eternal destinies depend on it, it is because if love or obedience to Christ is not present, then   
   neither is the Spirit-generated faith by which we are justified.  The progression of the power of grace in    

the life of believers through the Spirit and Word can be illustrated as follows:

Spirit - Word - regeneration - faith - love - obedience   

      4.  So it is no surprise that Paul expresses the goal of his ministry of the Word in the following ways, for     
while the mouth professes faith in Christ, it’s genuineness is shown through acts of love and obedience.  

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere

faith.

Romans 1:4   ... Jesus Christ our Lord,  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 5

the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake, 



III.  God in Christ enables His elect to meet His conditions for future grace.

  A.  From where do we get a heart to love the Lord with an enduring, incorruptible love that we may live? 
From the Lord Himself.

Ephesians 6:23  Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ.  Grace be with all those loving our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.  24

Deuteronomy 30:6 "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your

descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.

  B.  Such a heart to love the Lord and live comes through the priestly work of Jesus Christ, who offered up
Himself on the cross to pay for the sins of all who receive Him by a God granted faith by which He 
purifies their hearts to love and obey Him.

Hebrews 8:6 But now He  (Christ) has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator

of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 10 "FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I

W ILL MAKE W ITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I W ILL PUT MY LAW S

INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I W ILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY

SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

Matthew 26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.

  C.  Come to Christ’s throne of grace to receive mercy and grace to help us love the Lord with all our heart and  
 live eternally.

Hebrews 4:15   For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has

been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 16

of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Conclusion

  A.  There is a Godward orientation of our heart, mind, soul, strength, of our whole being, to which the Lord
calls us as a condition for inheriting eternal life, and for which He blesses us with eternal life in His 
loving presence.

John 14:21  "He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me

will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him. ...   ... and We will come to23

him and make Our abode with him." 

Psalm 145:20 The LORD keeps all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.

  B.  This essential orientation of the heart toward the Lord is described at the close of Ephesians as loving the
Lord with an incorruptible love.  Therefore, ...

Psalm 31:23  O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! The LORD preserves the faithful ...

    Ephesians 6:24  Grace be with all those loving our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.
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