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I also came down and I put on a suit that I haven't worn in a while and I reached in my 
pocket and I came downstairs and I said, "Look honey, I just found $13 in my pocket. Do 
you know what that means?" I forget exactly what she said but I said, "No, it means I 
have somebody else's pants on." I have no idea where that came from.

Luke 10. We're going to look at a very familiar passage of Scripture this morning. 
Probably every single one of us here have heard this story. This story is so widely told 
that even folks that rarely or perhaps never darken the doors of a church would know 
about the Good Samaritan, right? You hear that quite often. Some Good Samaritan did 
this or did that. We are going to look at that account this morning a little bit and we'll 
read that in just a few moments. I'll give you the title for this message a little bit further 
on down because I don't want to give it away quite yet. I'd like to ask a question, though. 
I'm going to have to ask you to speak up to whoever answers this question. Who can tell 
me, we're going to put on a play about the Good Samaritan so who are the characters that 
we need? We're having auditions and who are the characters? Who can name the 
characters involved in the Good Samaritan? ("A Jew.") Okay, there is probably more than 
one. Let's try to narrow it down a little bit. Bruce has one. ("A priest.") A priest. We've 
got a priest. I assume he would have been a Jew. Phil? ("The victim.") The victim. We've 
got the victim. So we have a priest and a victim. ("The Levite.") The Levite. ("The 
robbers.") The robbers, ah-ha, that's somebody you could easily forget, isn't it? I forgot 
that actually earlier this morning and I wrote it down. ("A Samaritan.") The Samaritan, 
the Good Samaritan. ("A caretaker at a motel.") A caretaker at a motel. You are sharp this 
morning. Is that all of them? I think it is.

Let me ask you a question: when you heard this story, how many times have you focused 
in on the guy behind the desk at the Motel 6, the innkeeper? We're going to look at this 
story in a little bit different angle today. I'm not going to argue against the typical 
interpretation because I would be arguing against the Lord, right? The Lord makes the 
application that we're all so very familiar with. But as I read this actually quite some time 
ago, the following thoughts came to mind. We are going to read the account so let's turn 
to Luke 10 and I'm going to begin in verse 30,

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and 
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wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance 
there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when 
he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said 
unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I 
come again, I will repay thee. 36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And [the lawyer 
that he is speaking to here] he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

Before we go any further, let's ask the Lord to bless our time together.

Father, we do thank you that we can gather here this morning. We thank you, Father, 
that we have the word of God to gather around for in that word is the only true 
profitability for our gathering this morning and I do pray that as we look into it, that we 
would truly see what your word has to say this morning, that we would be challenged by 
it, encouraged by it, stirred by it. We do pray that the name of Jesus Christ would be 
uplifted in our midst and we pray these things in his name. Amen.

Like I said, a very familiar passage of Scripture and the admonishment of our Lord to go 
and to do good and to have compassion on people. There is nothing new there, right 
You've heard that plenty of times. We could make further application, I suppose, in the 
direct context of his conversation with the lawyer. He was pointing out the shortcomings 
of this man's heart who was really resting in his own accomplishments, his own heritage, 
his own righteousness, as the means to gaining heaven and a right standing with God. But 
the basic challenge of this passage to us, generally it's put that we should be people of 
compassion. From a Christian perspective, that compassion goes beyond the physical 
needs. It goes into the realm of the spiritual needs, communicating the Gospel to a lost 
and dying world as well as ministering one to another. Obviously, that is a good and solid 
interpretation and application of that passage but quite a number of years ago, I was 
going through a difficult time and I had someone who just gave me some good advice, 
biblical advice, at that time and somehow my attention was drawn to this passage and I 
just saw this from a little bit different perspective. If you would, follow along and 
hopefully this will all make sense.

The typical application of it. We can kind of pass over this keeper of the inn, this host, 
this hotel clerk. We pass over him, right? He's there but he's not really the main focus of 
the story. We have the priest. Man, of all people shouldn't he have been someone of 
compassion? The Levite as well. But they see this beaten up traveler; he may have even 
been a fellow Jew. They wouldn't even get close enough to figure it out. They passed by 
on the other side. We're familiar with them. We're familiar with this Samaritan, this half 
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breed Jew who was despised by the Jews. He's the one that has the compassion. Isn't that 
strange? But all three that were introduced as passing by this man, he is the one, the one 
whom this lawyer that the Lord is addressing wouldn't have had anything to do with. He 
is the one who chose compassion. Then of course, we do have the man who was beaten. 
So we typically focus all of our attention on that storyline. But the host is where I want to 
draw our attention to today, the character who has just a cameo appearance, a minor part 
in the narrative. However, I think there is something for us to learn there.

In our story, in these words recorded, he doesn't seem to play all that big a role but after 
the Samaritan leaves, this is where the story kind of drops off, right? That's where this 
host's work begins. When I looked at the story, the Samaritan kind of reminded me of our 
Lord and Savior. He was the one who saw this man in such need. He was the one who 
stopped. He was the one who ministered to the needs of this man. It sounds a lot like the 
Lord Jesus Christ to me. There is no one that can minister to the needs of a sinful, 
wounded, dying, really spiritually dead soul other than the Lord Jesus Christ. And so the 
Samaritan here, it just reminded me of the Lord's compassion. How many times have we 
seen that the Lord when he's here on earth, he looks out on the crowds and he's moved 
with compassion. He sees them as sheep without a shepherd. The Lord is moved with 
compassion. So is the Samaritan. As that Samaritan left, he turned to that innkeeper and 
he gave him a responsibility and he said, "I need to go. Now you take care of him." You 
know, when the Lord left, he left us with a job to do. He left us with responsibility and a 
mission. Much like this Samaritan who would return to this hotel, our Lord is coming 
back.

Look at verse 35 for just a moment. It says, the Samaritan says to him, "You take care of 
him." The Lord has left a lot of people for us to take care of and that's kind of where I 
want to go with this this morning. I hope I can do it adequately. Each one of us need to be 
taken care of to one degree or another more or less at different times. Sometimes we will 
be the caregiver and sometimes we will be like the man found by the side of the road in 
need of much care but we all do need that care. In thinking about the Samaritan, let's go 
back to verse 33 and again I'm comparing the Samaritan to our Lord and Savior. It says, 
"But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was." The Samaritan came 
where he was. The priest and the Levite, they scooted over to the other side of the road as 
they passed by and maybe took a glance and they kept on walking. The Samaritan, it 
says, he came where he was. He was walking down the road and he sees that fellow lying 
on the side of the road obviously a victim of no good and this Samaritan, this half breed, 
despised by the Jews, he sees this fellow and he goes where he was. That to me sounds a 
lot like the Lord. He did come where sinners are. He came to this earth with a purpose. 
Revelation 3:20 says, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me." The 
Lord, like this Samaritan, seeks people out.

This fellow by the side of the road had no power to help himself. He couldn't drag 
himself to the nearest hospital. The Bible doesn't even say that he cried out as people 
passed by. The Lord comes to seek us and to save us. Luke 19:10 says, "For the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." The Lord like this Samaritan, he 
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comes where we are. He meets us where we are. As I was preparing the message this 
week, the old him came to my mind, it doesn't quite fit but you'll get the gist,

"Brightly beams our Father's mercy
From his lighthouse evermore,
But to us he gives the keeping
Of the lights along the shore."

The innkeeper was given a responsibility that morning to take care of this man and our 
Lord gave us a responsibility to take care of hurting souls around us. I'd like you to stop 
and think about that a little bit. That's a big job. That's a real big job. How do we do that? 
Most of us here are just average people: different degrees of education; different 
backgrounds. I don't care how much education you have or how hard a worker you are, 
how bright you are, how articulate you are, it's a big job and it's a job that we are not up 
to. Maybe you're sitting here this morning and you're saying, "Yeah, no kidding. I know 
it. There is no way in the world that I'm up to doing this job that God has given me where 
you're saying, Preacher, that God has given us to take care of hurting souls around us." 
I'm glad you think that way because when you think that way, if you are a child of God 
and you've got it in your heart and your mind that this job is way too big for you, you are 
in the right place because it is. It's way too big. It's way too hard. It's way too much to 
know.

I'd like to draw our attention to verse 35. We've already read it but we're going to look at 
it again. It says, "And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest 
more, when I come again, I will repay thee." When this Samaritan turned over the 
responsibility for the care and keeping of this wounded man, he reaches into his purse 
and he pulls out some money. He lays it on the counter and he says, "Listen, I'm leaving 
this here with you. Here are the resources to take care of this man's needs. If peradventure 
this isn't enough, I'm coming back and I'll pay it, whatever extra you spend." You know, 
the Lord when he left, he dug into his purse, as it were. I'd like to take a look at what was 
in that's Samaritan's purse, what's in our Lord's purse today because this job is too big for 
us. We have no resources. But that's good because God has given us the resources. Before 
he left, he dug into his purse. What's that commercial these days? "What's in your 
wallet?" The Lord dug in and he took some things out and he gave them to us so that as 
we attempt to perform the task that God has called us to, we don't do it in our own 
strength. We don't do it in our own resources. We do it like this innkeeper with the 
resources that have been provided.

If you care to, we're going to move through some Scriptures. You can turn to them if you 
want or you can just listen as I read them. Be that as it may, Acts 1:8. The first thing that 
I'd like to suggest is that as the Lord reached into his purse and laid out the resources, the 
first resource that I'd like to draw our attention to is the Spirit. The Lord left us his Spirit 
to give us the power. So the first thing he pulls out of that purse is power. Power. Acts 
1:8, the Lord says to his disciples and really to all of us, "But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." When the Lord left he said, "You're not going to 
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be able to do this on your own so I'm going to give you the power to get the job done. 
That power is my Spirit." Scriptures clearly teach that if you are a born again child of 
God today, that the Spirit of God dwells within you. You have the power. We have the 
power. 

1 Corinthians 12:7 says, "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man," and 
that includes women as well, "to profit withal." The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man. You might be here this morning and you say, "Well, this job is too big. I have 
nothing to offer." Again I say that's great. You don't need anything to offer. You need the 
power of the Spirit of God within you and God says that he gives that power to every 
single believer. We've seen this. If you've been in church you've heard this stuff before. 
This is nothing new but it is so important that we realize that. It's very important that we 
realize that for ourselves. It's very important that we realize it for one another, that God 
has given the power that we need to perform the tasks that he has lay before us to do.

Second thing I'd like us to note that comes out of this purse is a platform. What in the 
world do I mean by that? Well, I'm standing on a platform. A platform is something you 
stand on. In a political sense, we have different parties and hopefully they have a 
platform that they can articulate. Being able to articulate what you stand for is very 
important. We have something to stand on; we have something to articulate: that would 
be the word of God. So this second resource that comes out of this purse that we are left 
with to help us accomplish the job that God has given to us is the word of God. Proverbs 
30:5 says, "Every word of God is pure." You know, if you ever have the opportunity to 
get up in front of people and preach the word, teach the word, I don't know about you but 
I get nervous. My stomach is a wreck before I get up here and then I get going and that 
kind of goes away but I still feel like I'm fumbling and I'm bumbling but there's one thing 
that I know for sure: that in spite of all my fumbling and my bumbling, when I read this 
book, I can speak it with full authority because it is the pure word of God and hopefully 
you'll forget all my fumbling and all my bumbling and you remember what we read in 
this book because that's the only thing that's really important today and the only thing that 
I can do is hopefully draw your attention to what the word of God says, that God has 
given us a platform. He's given us something to stand on and he's given us something to 
stand for and that would be the word of God. What does Paul say to Timothy? He says, 
"Preach the word." Preach the word.

So that second resource is a platform, the word of God. Thirdly, and this is where we're 
really going to center and by no means can I do this whole thing justice. These are 
multiple studies, the amount of material that's here. We're going to kind of go through it 
in a rapidfire survey type of form but I want to say that out of God's purse and left with 
each one of us this morning is a possession. What do I mean by that? I'll try to get clever 
and make them all have the same letter: power, platform, possession. The Lord has given 
you something and that something is a gift. He's given you a gift. I'd like us to turn to 
Ephesians 4. This is really, really, really important this morning in light of what we are 
looking at. Obviously the first two things that come out of this purse are important: the 
power, being the Spirit of God; our platform, the word of God. But now we're going to 
get a little bit more personal, not that those other two are not but this third thing, this 
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possession, I want to say to you right up front that every member of the body has been 
given a gift by God by which they can serve God. Every member of the body.

Sunday evening, we're going through that study about community and one of the last 
things I remember reading was that we need to affirm the gifts that each one of us has 
been given. It's vitally important. We need to begin by understanding that we have been 
given a gift. I've been given a gift. You've been given a gift. You need to encourage me in 
my gift and I need to encourage you in your gift. To be able to do that, we kind of need to 
rub shoulders with one another and see what those gifts are but every one of us and this is 
so, so, so important for you to remember, for you to realize, for you to believe and this I 
can say with all authority because it comes from Scripture: you and you and you and you 
and you, everyone here, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are part of the body of 
Christ, you have been given a gift. That's part of the resource that God has given to you 
for you to fulfill the calling that he has on your life and I know that you can sit there and 
some folks sit there and say, "Well, I have nothing to offer." I'm going to say to you that 
you're wrong. You do. You do and we're going to look at that a little bit.

Ephesians 4. I'm just going to read the first 16 verses and then we're going to go back and 
we're going to point out some of these things. Follow along as I read through.

1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, [you were given a job, walk worthy 
of it] 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But 
unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what 
is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He 
that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
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There is a lot there. There is a lot there that we need to take in and realize and remember 
and try to put into action. I'd like to look at certain verses. First of all, verse 1 says that 
you have been called. When the Samaritan plunked the two pence down on the counter 
there at the end, he said to the innkeeper, "You take care of him." The innkeeper was 
called to a task. He was called to a task. The Lord has called us to a task today. That task 
takes on many, many different forms. Basically, I'd like to boil it down to ministering the 
Gospel to the unsaved and then ministering to one another. There are many, many 
applications in those two areas, right? But just to boil it down to try to set our mind to 
sort through it and make it something that we can grasp hold of this morning, you are 
called. If you are a child of God, you are called. You know, it's not just the pastor, it's not 
the elders, it's not the deacons. They are called to certain works but you are too. You say, 
"Well, I can't get up and I can't preach. I can't teach and I can't play an instrument. I have 
a horrible voice." You are still called to a task. Do you know what? If you know the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you are just a little fella or a little gal, you are called. I want you to think 
about that. You are called. You have something to do today. You don't have to wait until 
you are an old man with grey whiskers. You are called. There is something for you to do.

I'm going to share something with you and I am going to mention this young fellow's 
name. The Apostle Paul points out people that have stood with him, people that have 
ministered the grace of God to him. He calls them out by name and I'm going to say 
Philip Cooper. I'm not going to go into what Philip prays for every Wednesday night but 
he prays something that touches my heart. Philip sits in a group that I meet with and he 
prays a very certain prayer week after week. Why? Because that young man knows he's 
called to minister the grace of God and the one way that he can do it is that he can cry out 
to God in prayer. I say amen and praise the Lord for the working that I see in young 
people here in this fellowship. Not just Philip. I had to point that out this morning. There 
are so many others that I get the privilege to meet with on Wednesday nights in our small 
group and it's a joy.

Verse 6, "One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." 
"Preacher, I don't have any talent. I don't have any abilities." Good. It's God who is in 
you. If you are a child of God, he is in you in the person of his Spirit. That's where the 
power comes from. You can do it. You can do it.

Verse 7, "But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ." To every one of us is given grace. Every one. That means you. Don't bury that 
grace. Lay hold of that grace. Ask God to use you. Ask God to show you what you can do 
because do you want to know something? I need you. Scary as it might be, you need me. 
We need each other. We need to minister that grace. You know, I've said it before from 
this pulpit and I know it sort of bothers some people to see people sitting way in the back. 
Folks, I sit way in the back. I think I'm paranoid. It doesn't mean that people are after me 
but anyway, I sit in the back and I get to look around and I get to see who is here. Again, 
it's not that I'm taking the attendance, "Well, I don't see So-and-so." No, it's "Oh, they are 
here this morning. Praise the Lord. It's good to see them." Because you know, there is 
something about seeing fellow believers. I haven't even interacted with you yet, I'm just 
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sitting back there but, "Look, there over there." And things about you sometimes come to 
my mind how you bless me. So I need you. Each one of us needs each other.

Verse 8, "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men." When he ascended up into heaven, he left us with gifts. Not to be 
squandered on ourselves but to be given back out. This is where it's okay to re-gift. It's 
not tacky to re-gift. This is okay. Perfectly acceptable. God has given you something for 
you to turn it over to the world and to the brethren. That's why he gave it to you. Not to 
hoard it, not to store it up but to use it.

Verse 16, I love this one, "From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth." How are your joints this morning? Oh, 
my word. I won't go on but I know some of you have creaky joints. You might be sitting 
there right now kind of shifting and squirming because you're trying to relieve something 
that's aching. I'm right there with you. I feel your pain. When God put together the 
church, he likens it unto a body and he says here that he has put it together and every 
joint, that's you and that's me, supplies something to the body. You know, when we're 
younger we take it for granted and we just don't think about it. Everything is working. 
We're just operating like a Swiss watch. We think we're going to go on forever doing that 
and then little by little, things start to go. It's a little bit harder to do things that we want to 
do and we need to do. That's because our joints, sometimes they get out of joint and they 
don't work so well and they start to wear out. But the Lord compares you and I to joints 
of a body and we really need to try to operate in optimal form by taking those gifts that 
God has given us and giving them back to the body of Christ.

He goes on to say, "according to the effectual working in the measure of every part." 
Every part. Why did he do that? "To make increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love." We need to build one another up. That's what we use these gifts for, it's to build 
one another up. We all need that. Not a single one of us is immune to being discouraged, 
being depressed. We need the encouragement one from another. You have something to 
offer. I have something to offer.

1 Corinthians 12. If you'd like to you could turn there. We'll look at a few verses more in 
closing. I'd love to read this entire chapter to us but we just don't have the time to do that. 
I'd invite you to do that at your leisure. It certainly goes hand in hand with what we 
looked at in Ephesians but we just don't have the time to do that this morning so I am just 
going to point out several verses here in 1 Corinthians 12, again, a very familiar passage 
of Scripture to a lot of you this morning I'm sure. Verse 6, Paul is talking about spiritual 
gifts and he says there, "And there are diversities of operations," there are different jobs, 
"but it is the same God which worketh all in all." I want to focus back on that little phrase 
"all in all." It is God who works all in all. He leaves no one out. No one out. If you are a 
child of God, you have a gift, maybe more than one, that you are supposed to give back 
and you are supposed to be using.

Verse 7, a verse we already mentioned but we'll mention it again, "But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man," and that includes women, children. Again, if you 
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know the Lord as your Savior, the Spirit is given to every man and the manifestation of 
the Spirit, the things that the Spirit wants to work out through you and make manifest, he 
is in you, every single one of us that knows the Lord as our Savior.

Look at verse 11, "But all these," different gifts, "worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." There it is again. You can't escape it. 
You can't sit there and say, "I have nothing to offer. I just go to church. I just sit there. I 
listen and I go home." God wants more from us than that and he has given us the ability 
to give more than that to everyone. To every, every single one.

Verse 18 and this verse I really like, I love this verse. This is so good. "But now hath God 
set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him." Folks, stop and 
think about that verse for just a moment because that is so revolutionary when you get a 
hold of that in your heart and in your mind. God has set the members, every one, in the 
place that has pleased him. I sometimes look out on this fellowship here from my perch 
in the back and I am thankful that God has placed who he has placed here in this 
fellowship and it's right to do so. It's also a joy to do so. That is the attitude that we need 
to bring to this house with us throughout the week, is to realize that every single person 
that makes up this body, God has placed them here as it has pleased him. People, the 
Lord is happy to have you here today and so am I and everyone else.

Why is this so revolutionary? Because in my thinking, I'd like you to consider this: if I 
think that this is all of myself, that means that there is something that God wants me to do 
and I need to do it so that revolutionizes my thinking when I start to make excuses that I 
have nothing to offer. Yeah and amen. That's good. I have nothing to offer but let's go 
into the Samaritan's purse and pull out some of God's resources. That's the only way 
we're going to get the job done. So if I think about that for myself, that encourages me 
because through the Spirit of God, by the word of God, by the gift of God, I have 
something to give. If you catch a hold of that yourself, it's going to change your 
perspective and you are no longer going to sit there and think, "I have nothing to offer." 
You do and it's all found in the gifts that God has given you.

Secondly, as I look at you and you look at me, we can't say, "I don't need that guy. I don't 
need that woman here. We don't need them. They have nothing to offer." Shame on us if 
we ever, ever, ever let ourselves think like that because on the authority of the word of 
God, that is not true and every single person here is important to this body. This isn't 
fluff, folks. This isn't just trying to make you feel good although I hope it does but I hope 
it makes you feel good about what God has given you. Sometimes we need a pep talk. 
Sometimes I need a pep talk. If that pep talk is the truth of the word of God, that's a good 
pep talk and I trust that's what we're having this morning, is an encouragement for you to 
use the gifts that God has given you to serve him here and in your life.

I'd like to turn our attention down to verse 25 and we'll wrap it up with this. 1 Corinthians 
12:25. All this talk about spiritual gifts and the different gifts and it all being given to us 
by the Spirit of God, given to every one, different gifts in different measure and so forth 
and Paul says this, "That there should be no schism," or no division, "in the body; but that 
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the members should have the same care one for another." I'd like to go back to our story 
that we started with this morning. When the Samaritan came to that man beaten on the 
side of the road he gave him care, didn't he? It says he poured in oil and wine and did all 
the medical things. He bandaged that fellow up and he put him on his own beast and he 
brought him to the inn and he took care of him that night and then he turned that care 
over to the keeper of the inn and he left the resources for that innkeeper to care for that 
wounded individual. This verse says here that we should have care one for another. It 
says that we should have the same care one for another. We look at each other and we 
should say that this one is as important as that one and that one is as important as these 
two and make no distinction between the importance that a person brings to the work of 
God because God has given them a gift and he has given them resources. Why? So that 
there is no division. We need to look at each other and see God's working and be thankful 
and encouraging and try to bring that out of one another. You have something to offer 
that God has specifically placed you where he has placed you so that you can offer it 
because we need it. This fellowship needs it. This world needs it.

My prayer for us this morning is that we can just be faithful keepers of the inn. There is a 
lot of care that needs to be doled out. So much. And not a single one of us are immune 
from needing it and not a single one of us are immune from being called to provide it. A 
little bit different slant on the old familiar story this morning. I trust that I haven't walked 
too far out into left field with any of this. I trust that the things I've said have made sense 
and are true and faithful to the word of God and I just have to trust that he'll take that 
word and he'll work in your hearts and in mine according to what we have looked at this 
morning.

Father, we do thank you for the time that we have been able to spend here today. Lord, 
you have taken a group of people that are sinners and by the work of Jesus Christ have 
brought us to faith and then you have given us a responsibility. You have given us things 
to do and you have reached into the purse and you have pulled out the resources that we 
need for the purpose that in all things that your Son would have the preeminence as we 
encourage one another, that it would be a shining light of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ to the world and even to one another and as a witness before the angels in heaven.  
So Lord, I pray that you would help us to examine ourselves and to see where it is that 
you want us to actively serve, what it is that we can do for your power with the gifts that 
you have given. And I do pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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