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Eric Smith: We are making our way back to our series on the Ten Commandments and 
in doing so, I want us to read, once again, the passage from which, one of the two 
passages in the Old Testament that records the Ten Commandments. It's verse 7, 
Deuteronomy 5, "Thou shalt have none other gods before me." We're going to back up a 
verse. We should do that, right? This is how the Ten Commandments are introduced. 
Verse 6 says, verse 6 of Deuteronomy 5, 

6 I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage. 7 Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 
8 Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
waters beneath the earth: 9 Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, 
nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me, 10 And shewing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me and keep my commandments. 11 Thou shalt not take 
the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Commandment number 4, verse 12,

12 Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it [or set it apart to keep it holy], as 
the LORD thy God hath commanded thee. 13 Six days thou shalt labour, 
and do all thy work: 14 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine 
ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy 
manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou. 15 And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the 
LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep 
the sabbath day. 16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy 
God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it 
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may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 
17 Thou shalt not kill. 

Remember our exposition of this? Thou shalt not commit murder.

18 Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 19 Neither shalt thou steal. 20 
Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour. 21 Neither 
shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy 
neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, 
or his ass [or donkey], or any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

This is the word of the Lord.

Music Director: I didn't plan on saying anything but I do. I'm glad to be able to go over 
the Ten Commandments and I think we've got a lot of Gospel songs today. I didn't pick 
any of these with the knowledge that we were getting back to the Ten Commandments 
but I was thinking about that, how appropriate that is when you have the commandments 
and the law. I don't know about you, but one of my thoughts is there is almost a feeling of
trepidation when you have the law. We know that it's righteous and good. David loved 
the law and following it was, you know, the words and the wisdom of the law of God that
were given to the people of Israel and the Ten Commandments given that we believe are 
so applicable today, they're great but we look at them, there is almost trepidation because 
we know that they're beyond our grasp and we know that we see the holiness of God in 
them and we see the sinfulness of us and what's great about the Gospel is not that these 
don't apply anymore, it's that the penalty has been paid for us, yes, and with the Gospel, 
with the gift that God has given us, we have the ability to accomplish the law, we have 
the ability to have win over sin and that's what we're going to be talking about today. We 
have that power with Christ in us, with our position in Christ, with the Spirit working in 
our lives. We have the power to live this wonderful pure life that God has so given to us, 
then it's all in that work that Jesus did for us. So this hymn that we're singing today is just
the story of that work that Jesus did in that that is our hope of living that life that we so 
long to do in. "In Christ Alone," let's stand together as we sing this out together.

"In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

"In Christ alone! who took on flesh
Fulness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones he came to save:
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Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

"There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave he rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine -
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

"No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath.
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand."

Amen. You may be seated.

Eric Smith: I told you it was one of our favorites so what a blessing to sing about our 
great Savior and the Gospel of his life, his work, his atoning death, his resurrection, his 
exaltation. It's all about our Savior, Jesus.

I invite you now to take your Bible and turn with me to Ephesians 5. The fifth chapter of 
Ephesians. So the fifth chapter of Paul's letter to the Ephesian believers. This is chapter 5,
verse 1. I'll make sure I pull out my reading glasses here. Ephesians 5:1, "Be ye therefore 
followers," or the rendering there is "imitators" actually, a more accurate translation of 
"followers."

1 Be ye therefore imitators of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 3 But fornication, and all 
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints [or holy people]; 4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor jesting, which are not convenient [not suitable]: but rather giving of 
thanks. 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because
of these things [that is, these actions and this sinful lifestyle] cometh the 
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore 
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partakers with them. 8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

So as I've mentioned already, we are returning to our series on the Ten Commandments, 
or that is, God's moral law and a Gospel focused understanding of that. And one of the 
things as we expounded on the 7th commandment and this is quite a while ago; we took a 
significant detour for about 2 ½ - 3 months from our series over the summer weeks, but 
as we began expounding on the 7th commandment, we have continued this awareness of a
multi-faceted approach in the Scriptures and how God presents his expectations for us, 
these commandments, what we would call our moral obligations before God, and the 
different angles of this is that when we came to this 7th commandment, we saw how that 
there is much in Scripture. Now, the commandments are, most of them are framed as 
negative or as prohibitions, right? Don't do this. The 5th commandment is an exception 
that says, "Honor your father and mother." That's a more affirmatively stated. The 6th 
commandment is, "Thou shalt not commit murder." The 8th commandment is, "Thou shalt
not steal." You don't take something that doesn't belong to you. The 7th commandment, 
"You shall not," don't, "commit adultery."

Now, a couple of things about this is that it really leads us into the broader biblical topic 
about not just the single act of adultery but all of what God says in the Bible about human
sexuality; about the sexual relationship in marriage, but as well as what God's intent and 
design for sex is. That's one take on it. The other take is the fact that our first message 
was all about the positive side of this, is that this is a commandment for husbands and 
wives to have a kind of physical relationship to enjoy sex in marriage so fulfilling God's 
intent and design, and there is much that the Bible speaks to about that. Now, I'm not 
going to repreach that message but it leads us to the other side of things. There is much in
Scripture though regarding this topic of sexuality that is negative and rightfully so, and 
we've come to a passage today in Ephesians 5, beginning in verse 3, that you can't get 
around the fact that it is a prohibition. Yes, this is God's design for you and live and 
experience and enjoy a marriage relationship and sexuality in a way that fulfills his 
design, at the same time, his design means that there are some inclinations and drives and
desires that we have because of our fallen flawed state that are not allowable; they're 
damaging and hurtful both for us in our relationship with God and to those around us, and
that is the intent, that is the design behind these prohibitions. 

We have a prohibition here and what I want us to see, we also see in really getting at the 
heart of this prohibition, the first point I want us to look at today is living with the 
tension. There is a tension about this topic and this prohibition that actually comes up 
right here in this passage and in the text here. So we see, first of all, and you do have a 
paradox, if you will, there is a duality. Verses 1 and 2, Paul is telling us to do something 
and he states it positively, right? He says, "Love like Christ. Recognize what Christ has 
done for you, how he modeled and demonstrated real God-originated love for you, 
selfless love." A love like Christ. Then verses 3 through 7 says, "Don't," and can you fill-
in-the-blank with me? We could do a virtual hangman up here. The first part of the 
picture here is love like Christ, the second is, don't, I'm going to give you a hint, there is 
another four letter word that starts with "l" but it's not "love." Don't, that's right, don't lust
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like the world does. Love like Christ but part of loving like Christ is that you don't walk 
in lust.

So you have the positive and the negative here. In verses 1 and 2 it says, "Be ye therefore 
imitators of God, as beloved children." Isn't that what children are like, especially in their
earlier stages? They naturally have this instinct to imitate their parents and those people 
that are older than them. It's just the way it is. It's quite an amazing picture. Here in verse 
2, he says, "walk in love," that is, love like Christ loved you and like he loved us. And the
amazing in this rather brief and concise expression here but this is quite stupendous to 
meditate on, he says, "He loved us. He gave himself for us as an offering and as a 
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling aroma." What is Paul referencing here? It's Christ's 
atoning death when he was crucified on the cross. The Old Testament foreshadowed and 
instructed and gave us object lessons upon object lessons and pictures and showed us that
there had to be a sacrifice, an ultimate sacrifice performed so that that would be the only 
way in which your sins and mine could be finally and completely paid for; that God's 
wrath that you and I both are so deserving of, it's coming down upon us and Jesus, as the 
perfect man and perfect Son of God, so fulfilled every possible obligation on our part, 
every righteous command he obeyed perfectly, and he went all the way to the cross to do 
what? To be offered or to be, going back to the Old Testament picture, to be burned up as
this sacrifice so that the entirety of his life is given up as a payment. And one of the types
of sacrifices in the Old Testament, it was done in such a way that there would be the 
smell of the offering, of the burning of that, and that smell would go all the way up from 
the temple in the tabernacle, and what that denotes is the entirety, the fullness of Jesus' 
payment. 

And this is what Jesus did for us, right? He became, and hear this out, this is what verse 2
says, he became all beauty and sweetness for us. What does that mean? Because of what 
he did and because at the same time he showed that he was ultimately powerful and 
strong enough over our great enemy, the devil and death itself, he rises victoriously and 
because of what he did for us on the cross, we now are all, we now have his perfect, holy,
beautiful life credited to us. That is the glorious Gospel of grace that we say we believe 
and preach here. That is it. So he became all those things, that is, we became all those 
things because of what he did for us and when God looks at us now, for those of us that 
are believers, he looks at us, he sees only the beauty of Christ. He smells only the 
ultimate, all-fragrant aroma of his perfect nature and character. When was the last time 
you really let this sink deep down within you and completely change your whole outlook 
about your past and about how you're feeling about life today? It means everything and 
greater love hath no man than this, that he give of himself in that way for his friends. 
When God looks upon us, he hears only his Son.

Now, there's a little analogy or story in Scripture that kind of illustrates the tension and  
living with the tension. I'm not a hunter, I think most of you know that. I'm not even 
anything close to a hunter so I hesitate in using an illustration but I know one thing: when
it comes to bow hunting, you take that bow, whatever kind it is, and the arrow goes in 
there and in order to make it work, in order for that arrow to fulfill its objective. You 
know, we'd love to take one to the woodchucks under the shed out back. We really would
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but I'm not very far along in developing that skill but for the arrow to go where it needs to
go, you really do have to engage with the tension of the bow. You've got to pull that thing
back and the greater the force and velocity, the more the tension. You've got to deal with 
that tension. Absolutely. And the same thing is true with the truth of God's Gospel grace. 
There is the positive side to this, there is also the negative side. 

The story of the three disciples, do you remember that? I think it's recorded in Matthew, 
hm, now it fails me. Is it chapter 11? It sounds...no, it's not chapter 11. It's Matthew 17. 
That's right. Matthew 17, Peter, James and John, they go up, you know this story, right? 
They go up to the Mount of Transfiguration and can you imagine being in their shoes at 
that moment? They don't know what's going to happen. He brings them up there. They do
feel that, you know, it's some kind of privileged thing. It's just the three of them and they 
have been napping a little bit and it's well into the evening time, and lo and behold, right?
This is amazing. He is there in his glorified state. It's like heaven, the glories of heaven 
come down on the top of that mountain and Moses and Elijah in their glorified state are 
there with him. Just can you imagine John, Jams and Peter, they're realizing what they're 
seeing. They're like, "Are we dreaming? Was the wine at supper a little more intense than
what we thought it was?" Or whatever they might have speculated or thought. When they
finally realize what's going on, can you imagine them actually saying, "Well, wow, it's 
about time we get to see the Son of God in his full, unbridled, un-," what's the word? 
"Unblurred or unhindered view and state." So it's amazing what they are actually able to 
see and experience.

Now, what does Peter say? Many of you know this, right? Peter says, "Hey, let's make 
the most of this. Let's stay up here a while. Let's build tents and this is great. We're in on 
this and we can just make an event of this." And Jesus is like, "No, no, no, no." It all goes
away and Jesus says, "No, we've got to go back down the mountain." What happens when
they go down? It's like real life in the worst way. It's not heaven anymore. They go back 
down and the rest of the disciples are embroiled in this fight. Can you imagine coming 
down from seeing and experiencing heaven and then coming down and it's like, "Oh, 
nobody can get along and everybody's upset and angry and yelling at each other." And 
you know, that's a picture of what the fact that we take the glorious truths that God has 
made us his own through the offering and sacrifice of his Son and he wants us to have 
this full and incredible relationship with him, at the same time it has to meet reality. It has
to meet the fact that we live in such a fallen world. It really is the case.

So what the tendency is even among churches, is that we tend, churches tend to focus too 
much to one extreme or the other. Churches tend to be, you know, only want to focus on 
the positive: God accepts us for who we are, right? And they don't like to touch or 
address the negatives at all. There are some churches, let's be honest, are the opposite, it's
really all negatives. It's all about, "Hey, you're a sinner and you need to repent, and if you
don't, you're condemned. You're dead meat." And that that is really the whole thrust of 
the teaching and the emphasis. Now, what's the important thing here? You know the 
churches that focus all on the negatives are actually, what they say is true, we are all in 
trouble and if we don't let God by his grace get our attention and turn us around, we are 
in ultimate big trouble. We've got to be faithful to teaching that, at the same time, there is 
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grace and for every time that we really focus on how much we have failed and sinning 
against the Lord, we need to see ten times over our Savior and how that he has fulfilled 
all of the demands of the law. He has done every bit. Jesus tells John the Baptist at the 
time of his baptism, he says, "This is necessary for me to fulfill every ounce of people's 
obligations before God. I'm doing it for them," he says. 

But not only that, did he become obedience for us, but he took the penalty of the law. All 
of the wrath that was to come down upon you and I, he took upon himself. This is the 
Gospel. This is the positives, right? And the truth is, if we have really come to Christ, 
there is an expression from the New Testament that goes like this: that we died with him. 
What does that mean? For Paul to say in Galatians 2, "I am dead with Christ," what does 
that mean? ("??") That is true but it means more than that as well. He took the penalty of 
the law upon himself. He took the guilt that was ours and it became his. 

You know, all of us, we have this thing we call conscience, this voice and it has formed 
in different ways for different ones of us based on our background and upbringing, but 
most of the time it goes something like this, "You dirty, rotten, so-and-so. You're so 
much worse than anybody knows." And for some folks because of upbringing and abuse, 
it's far more intense, but all of us have this conscience and this guilt of the things that 
we've done. We know our wrong and perhaps in many cases nobody else knows to the 
intensity or depth to how much we feel that way, but deep down inside it's there.

Now, what does a Christian say to that voice? Think with me. Now this is critical. You're 
like, "What does this have to do with the 7th commandment?" Everything, I promise you. 
What does a Christian say to that voice that says, "You're horrible and you just try to 
make people think that you're good but deep down inside you're rotten to the core"? What
do we say to that? Do we say, "Well, no, no. Now I'm really a wonderful person." Is that 
what you say to the voice? It doesn't work. When is the last time you tried it? Because the
voice comes back and says, "Oh really? Well, how about what you did last night? How 
about what you said to your son two days ago? Really? A wonderful person?" No, what 
do we say? Seriously? Because we died with him, hear me out on this. This is the Gospel.
This is the full picture of what Christ has done. We say this, "I've already been kicked 
and punished and I've already had a crown of thorns plaited down upon my head. I've 
been pierced. I've been nailed. Every ounce of guilt that was mine, that I was worthy and 
deserving of, has been fully and finally paid for because of Jesus. All of these things, all 
of righteous punishment and wrath has come down upon us."

Now, there is another side to this. That's the positive, right, verses 1 and 2? That's the 
positive and it's real and it's true and we have to be faithful to this and we have to be 
diligent as part of our walk with God in our ministry to one another to make sure we 
meditate upon it and appropriate it. At the same time, it's the fact that when God looks 
down upon us, he sees his Son: righteous and pure and clean in every way, sexually as 
well as in every other part of God's moral law and the commandments.

So look with me at Romans 8. Go back a couple of books with me. Romans 8:4. God 
looks down upon us and because of his Son, he's declared us to be righteous, right? When
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he sees us, he sees all Christ. Well, there's another aspect to this and this gets us closer to 
what we might call the negative. Verse 4 of Romans 8 says, "That the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." What 
does that mean? It means not only does God look down and see that we're righteous 
because we have come to God through faith in what Jesus has done for us, but there is 
something else going on. Part of this new life that we have in us is the fact that there is 
this process where we are righteous in God's sight but also we are now becoming more 
and more righteous. 

It really is that way and so on the one hand we have these promises also in Romans, 
Romans 8 says that, "There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ." No 
matter what you may be, and let's be honest, we do have struggles. There is no "maybe" 
about whether you have struggles. No matter what they are, you do have struggles before 
God and no matter what they are, it says also in Romans 8, the end of the chapter that, 
"nothing," no charge, "can come against us and separate us from the triumphant 
overcoming power of Christ's sacrifice and love for us." At the same time, there is the 
other side of the coin, that there is this process that as a believer, our sins will not 
separate us eternally from God but as a believer, our sins do bring great grief to our 
Father. They do, and it's important to recognize the positive side of the Gospel coin here 
as well as the negative and the negative means that there is a "but" in verse 3. But you 
can't be living the way you used to. You can't be following the course of unbridled lust 
like everybody else does.

You know, my relationships with people at work, I know some of them pretty well, and I 
am friends with one of them and I find out that he's actually done something really bad, 
you know, to his wife and his family, I find out about that, I'll be disappointed and hurt 
and concerned. Well, let's be honest, that doesn't affect me nearly as much as if my own 
son or brother or my parents or to do something of the same category, that they were to 
commit adultery or something atrocious and scandalous. So what this means is that now 
that we're related to God as his very own children, when we sin, when we sin against 
what we know is his righteous and his path for us that he has made it clear that this is for 
our good, this is for our relationship with him and our spiritual health and vitality and it's 
all part of our ability to be able to show the world that we really do belong to him, going 
back to Ephesians 5:1, that we are imitators of him as his children, and when we fail 
miserably to do that, it brings grief to our real and heavenly Father.

Now, along with part of this though, part of coming to knowledge of the Gospel, is the 
fact that it enables us to deal with the negative side of things, the negative aspect of this 
that, "I don't measure up." Currently, today, I've been a Christian for 20 some odd years 
and today I still mess up inexcusably, right? But now that I've come to Christ and I've 
come to really digest and receive and appropriate Christ's righteousness to my account, I 
am now in, I don't know, I'd love some feedback. I don't think I'm going to get a lot of 
verbal feedback but think on this with me, chew on this, that coming to God and knowing
that we're so fully unconditionally accepted by God through Christ, it enables me now to 
see my sin for what it really is. You know, before somebody comes to Christ, somebody 
tries to share the Gospel with you and tell you how bad you are, right, like how did that 
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go? How far did they get, right? It's like, "No. What are you saying to me? I'm a good 
person." You know, we all felt that way. We all said that, but now that we see that Christ 
has given up his own self to make us righteous, his righteousness not ours, I can hear 
now, I can hear God disclose to me, "No, no, what you're doing here is completely 
contrary to who I am." 

A lustful habit or a lifestyle is an ungrateful, thieving, seizing, self-gratifying, idolatrous 
heart and if you're caught up in some kind of habit of pornography or some avenue, form 
of entertainment that you know full well in your heart that the reason why you partake in 
that is because it gratifies your self-centered lust and if that's the case, you have to 
recognize how God actually looks at that and what is the truth about that. You can't gloss 
it over. You know, what do we say? "Well, you know, if you knew my family situation, if
you knew how much stress or pressure I'm under, if you knew my spouse." Right? I 
mean, those are the things that we say. I mean, let's be honest with ourselves. But what 
does God say? God says, "No. No, it's thieving. It's stealing. It's following the course of 
life and desire that I've saved you from and yet you keep going back to it."

So this matter of focusing on the positive aspect of the Gospel, God's relationship to us, 
but as well as the negative. And what is the negative? What are we calling the negative 
here? The fact that we have to own up to the fact that our lives currently, the way we 
currently live them, do not measure up and we need to make the hard choices and 
decisions to submit. In the passage, what we're getting at here and this is something we'll 
flesh out a little more by next week, it's the fact that you can, what Paul is telling us and 
the power of God's Spirit in Ephesians 5 is that you can say no to lust. You can. 
Absolutely. In Christ, you can say no. You can say no to porn or whatever stage of the 
monster of inordinate desire or lust is most appropriate to your experience in your life. So
the truth is that we have to focus on both. It's both the positive side of God's grace but 
also the negative of our responsibility.

So without going a lot more into this, us as people and even as churches, we have 
tendencies to go to one extreme or the other. We do. Some churches really focus on that 
it's all about our acceptance and God has accepted us and people that have suffered from 
a more legalistic background or to them, their home or their church, it was all negative, it 
was all about rules and was all about the fact that they didn't measure up, and somewhere 
along the way that experience becomes their formative, if you will, their formative 
spiritual bent. Do you follow me on that? And so as they reach young adulthood or later, 
what they're looking for now and what they fall prey to or are drawn to is a church that's 
completely all about positives and they don't touch the negatives at all or there's the 
opposite. In our day, in society the last even couple or several decades, many families 
raised their children with no structure at all or even in a church that's all about acceptance
and not about what God expects and so they get drawn, that's the type of person that's 
vulnerable to actually falling into a cult, the fact that they have that hunger and that drive 
in them to actually have that structure, to hear the fact that they don't measure up and to 
hear the emphasis on certainty and rules.
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Now, we have to beware of the tendency to neglect one for the other and I want to say 
before we go any further that it's so important that we recognize our identity as a church 
to be focused on both. Going back to Ephesians 5, the emphasis in verses 1 and 2 on 
God's declaring us as righteous because of Christ's work on our behalf and at the same 
time the "but" that comes up in verse 3, that these things cannot be a part of us, part of 
our lifestyle and part of our relationships going forward. They can't be and so it really 
comes down to this: the fact that we have to be able to accept the fact that there are times,
there are temptations, there are decisions we face where we have to say no. You have to 
say no. 

Now, I'm not here to say that it all comes down to that apart from Christ's work and his 
provision for us and his grace and his unconditional acceptance of us no matter what. 
That's all part of God's setting his heart of love down upon us. At the same time, because 
of his love it means that we've got to say no. It just does. It's like the whole idea of 
somebody going through weight training and a guy that wants to develop his upper body 
strength and he says, "You know, I'm really praying for upper body strength." Then he 
goes on to say, "But, you know, those bench presses and bicep curls, they just hurt so 
much." Right? And the other person says, "Well, yeah. You know, I'll be praying with 
you about that," but what is the other person really thinking? "It ain't gonna happen 
unless you keep doing those bench presses and those bicep curls." And you can say, "I'm 
praying for it," all day along and, of course, the point is we can pray for deliverance but if
we're not willing to deny ourselves, we're not willing to remember how much Christ 
denied himself to give of himself to us, then we're not going to get anywhere at all. So it's
not enough to stay in verses 1 and 2. You have to get to verse 3. You do. It's the positive, 
yes, but it's also the negative that you see in Ephesians 5:3.

Now, the truth is this whole time, the last, I don't know, 35-40 minutes, this has all been 
an exposition of the word "but." It really is the case. That's what we've been unfolding 
here and what we've been expounding on. The fact is that there is the need for this "but," 
dealing or living with the tension.

Now, in addition to this, and I don't know how much further we're going to actually get 
here but in verse 3 it says, "But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it 
not be once named among you, as becometh saints." What is it? So the whole point of the
passage is: you can say no to the lust that grieves the heart of your Father and displeases 
him. You can say no. I want to make sure that we understand what it is that we're being 
taught here to say no to. Verse 3 it says fornication. What is that referring to? It is a broad
term for all kinds of sexual immorality. Essentially what we're talking about here is any 
kind of sexual activity outside of  man-woman marriage. This is what the Bible teaches. I 
won't take additional time to trace this all the way through Scripture. Many of you 
understand, recognize that this is what Scripture unmistakably teaches. That's the word 
"fornication."

The second word is "uncleanness," and it's also a broad term. It really has to do more 
with the condition of the heart. It's a reference to unbridled lust. Lust, which is sexual 
desire gone awry, gone wrong. It's a reference to the heart condition; what drives the act. 
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The first term is the act, but Paul is not only addressing the act, he's addressing what you 
have allowed to develop in your heart. This is what Jesus addresses in Matthew 5 where 
he says, "You've heard it taught to you that you're not supposed to commit the act of 
adultery." And many of you know the verse by heart, what comes next? What did he say?
"But I say to you, if you look on a woman to desire her," that's impurity, what Paul is 
talking about here. 

So what he's referring to here and we combine these two together, immorality and 
impurity, and number 2, we see in Ephesians 5:5, he also talks about covetousness or 
greed; and the third thing that we're not going to expound on right here now today, but 
the third thing is unclean talk. We see in verse 4 "filthiness or silly talk or coarse jesting."

And what we see here and I'd like to ask you a question as we close in just a second, the 
reference in verse 5 to covetousness, it says, "For this you know, that no whoremonger, 
nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God." Now, the whole context here, Paul is addressing sexual 
sin, right? Do you agree with that? It's like, "No, I don't agree with that." Or you can 
wobble and say, "I have no idea." I don't think I should do that. It makes me a little dizzy 
up here. No, definitely he's talking about sexual impurity, sexual sin, but when he 
mentions covetousness, what is he talking about? Usually in Scripture this word for 
covetousness has to do with materialism. Is that what it's talking about here? I should 
give this out as a homework assignment and you could come back next week with the 
answer. Is it talking about materialism or is it talking about sexual desire? I should just 
have Rick come up here and teach this, right? Anybody else? Which one is it? Okay, how
many of you think this is talking about materialism? How many of you think it's talking 
about sexual sin? How many of you have no idea? How many of you would agree with 
Rick and say that it's both? Yeah, well, I'm with Rick and Phil on this one.

So the point I want to make about that and we had a little fun with it, is the fact that 
materialism and sexual lust are far more connected than what we tend to think. Now, 
there are separate, there are distinct activities and different outcomes as far as behavior, 
but the condition of the heart is the same. It really is the case. And in the early church, 
this was a huge unmistakable way in which believers in Christ so much stood out among 
their pagan neighbors and culture and society. It was these two things together. It was the 
fact that they said that everything that belonged to them as far as money and food, they 
freely made it available to anybody that had need. In fact, Diogenes said that the 
Christian says, the Christian shares his table with all. Right? It has to do with the other 
part of this though, he says, "but we don't share our bed with all." And unmistakable 
distinctions of Christian lifestyle in the very beginning stages of the church and the 
growth of Christ's kingdom through his followers and disciples was the fact that they 
stood out without apology in their unbridled generosity, yet at the same time, their 
unwavering purity. And let's be honest with ourselves and with each other, there is no 
way we will be able to shine for Christ and demonstrate who he is and what an incredible 
Rescuer and Savior he is without demonstrating his purity and also his generosity.

Let's close in prayer.
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Our Father, we thank you for your word to us. We ask that you would use your words 
and the demonstration of both your justifying grace and also your progressive and life-
changing grace. Lord, may we accept both of this today. May we recognize that it 
convicts us, it makes us feel pain out of recognizing that many of us this morning before 
you struggle with thoughts, with lusts, that displease you and grieve you greatly. And yet,
Father, we ask for the healing balm of your grace, the reminder of your covenant love, 
and the reassurance of the indwelling power of Christ through your Spirit to continue to 
change us. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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