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The Messages of Jesus to the 7 Churches 
The Church at Ephesus 

“Zeal for Truth without Love” 
Revelation 2:1-7 

 

Introduction: 
 Jesus gave to the Apostle John 7 letters to give to 7 churches of the Roman province 
of Asia (now modern Turkey). These 7 churches are real churches that existed that are 

representative of all of the different kinds of churches that profess Christ in the world 
today. Every church has its own reputation and character which God sees and judges. Each 

local church is responsible to Jesus Christ its Lord for how it serves Him in this world.  

 When studying these 7 letters, each church must ask itself: “Which is of these 
churches is our church most like? How should we change to be more pleasing to Jesus our 
Lord?” Each believer needs also to ask: “Does one of these 7 churches describe my life? If so, 

is there something I need to repent of and change so as to better please my Lord Jesus 
Christ?” 

 The first church we will study is the church of the city of Ephesus. The church at 
Ephesus was started by the Apollos and the Apostle Paul (Acts 18:24-19:41). Paul stayed 
there three years (Acts 20:17-38). Paul write the Epistle of Ephesians as a letter to them 

(Ephesians 1:1). Later Timothy labored there (1 & 2 Timothy) as well as the Apostle John 
(Church History). This church had very good teaching in the Word of God.  

The Description of Jesus: 
1. Jesus holds the 7 stars in His right hand (2:1) 

2. Jesus walks among the 7 lamp stands (2:1) 
 We already saw that the 7 stars represent either the angels that guard and serve the 

churches of Christ or they represent the pastors/elders of that are the leaders of the 

churches. 
 Jesus is present with His people shepherding them. 
 Our church is to be a lamp stand that shines the light of the truth of Christ and His 

glory in the darkness of our area. We are to shine for Jesus, for He is the one that 

created our lamp stand and gave us the light that we possess.  
 APPLICATION: Jesus is the Lord of His Church. The Church as a whole is His; each 

individual church is His; each individual believer is His. All of what we do as a 
church must be done to please Jesus, not ourselves. This church is not the possession 
of any one individual in the church or outside of it. We must shine for Jesus Christ 
here in Pursat. Is our church shining in the darkness because we know and live the 
truth? How about your family or you yourself? Are you bringing glory to Jesus 
because you are living His truth?  
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Praise from Jesus for the Ephesian Church: 

1. They labored for God (2:2) 

 “I know your works and your toil”—The Ephesian believers were not lazy or 

apathetic.  They were working hard in serving the Lord.  They studied the 
Scriptures, spent time in prayer, and were busy in evangelism.  Jesus saw 

knew and was pleased.  
APPLICATION:  Do you please God because you are working hard to serve Him?  
Are you busy because you serve God, or are you only busy about the things of this 
world?  Is our church a church that would hear Jesus say, “I know your works and 
toil.”  How are you busy serving God? 
 

2. They endured hardship (2:2-3) 

 “I know your patient endurance…I know you are enduring patiently and 

bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary”—The 
Ephesian believers had endured much through persecution because of their 
faith in Jesus, but they had remained strong in their faith.  This pleased Jesus. 

APPLICATION:  Many of us have experienced much persecution since we have 
believed.  Have you endured persecution with patient endurance or have you 
grown weary?  Have you forgotten that we endure for Jesus’ sake?  Our endurance 
for Jesus greatly pleases our Lord. 
 

3. They guarded the Gospel from false teachers (2:2) 

 “you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not, and have found them to be false”—The 

Ephesian believers were faithful to guard the truth and refused to associate 
and fellowship with those who have been proven to be false teachers.  This 

pleased Jesus. 
APPLICATION:  Praise the Lord that the Lord has kept false teaching away from 
our church.  We have tried to separate ourselves from false teaching and false 

teachers.  We must continue to guard God’s church against the intrusion of false 
teachers and their teaching.  This watchfulness and zeal for God’s Word pleases 

Him. 

 
4. They hated false teaching (2:6) 

 “you hate the work of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate”—The Ephesian 

believers hated false teachings that led believers to fall into sin and false 
practices.  This pleased Jesus. 

APPLICATION:  God hates false teaching!!!  We must hate false teaching too if we 
love Jesus.  We do not know what false teaching the Nicolaitans taught, but we 
know that their teaching led Christians to sin.  There are many false teachings 
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within professed Christianity right now that seek to lead God’s people into sin: “no 
law” teaching; Christian dancing & rock music in worship; “no repentance” gospel, 
etc.  If we hate false teaching we please God. 

Rebuke from Jesus to the Ephesian Church (2:4): 
 “You have abandoned the love that you had at first” 

 The believers in this city were strong in their faith in Jesus amidst 

persecution; they were busy serving the Lord; they were zealous to protect 
their church from false teaching and false teachers—Jesus was pleased with 
all of these things.  However, there was a deadly fault in their church 

fellowship—they had abandoned the love that they had when they first 
believed. 

 What does it mean that they “abandoned the love that they had when they 
first believed?  They did not know it but they were no longer serving God 
because they loved Him.  They were no longer worshipping God because 

they wanted to praise and sing to God.  They were not studying God’s Word 
because they wanted to know God more and please Him.  They were not 
witnessing to others because they were filled with love to God.  They were 

doing all of the right things but for the wrong reasons—maybe habit and 
tradition, maybe love for doing right, maybe to make others think that they 

were righteous—but not because they loved God.  This grieved Jesus 
greatly.  He said “I have this against you.” 

APPLICATION:  Are you like the Ephesian church?  Have you been coming to 
worship, and maybe this service, just because everyone else was or because the 
teacher asked you, or did you come because you love God and want to know Him 
and how to please Him more?  Why do you give offerings in the offering box?  Is it 
because you want to show your love to God or because you don’t want to feel guilty 
if you fail to give?  Do you have to make yourself pray, or does your heart want to 
talk to God because you are filled with love for Him?  Do you read God’s Word in 
order to know Him and please Him or would you much rather watch TV when you 
are free?  Jesus wants your heart, not just your actions!  Christianity is a relationship 
with God, not a series of religious acts!!!  Does God have this against you that you 
abandoned the love for Him that you had at first? 

A Call to Repentance from Jesus to the Ephesian Church (2:5): 
1. Remember: “Remember therefore from where you have fallen” 
2. Repent: “Repent, and do the works you did at first”God tells us what to do to solve 

this problem.  APPLICATION:  The first step is to recognize that you have strayed 
from God.  The second step is to be broken about your sin and to turn to God for 
forgiveness.  If you will repent, God is always faithful to forgive and cleanse you of 
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sin.  Next you must begin to pray and ask God daily to show you His love and 
goodness and increase your love for Him.  Repentance always ACTS.  After you 
repent you must think about what you need to do differently than before and ask for 
God’s help to do it. 

3. Or be Removed:  “If not, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from its 

place, unless you repent.”  Jesus told the church at Ephesus plainly that if they did 
not repent and begin to love God like they did at first that He would come and take 

away their candlestick—their church would die and disappear and cease to be a 
light in the world for Jesus Christ.  Churches and individual believers that refuse to 
repent lose their testimony and their ability to serve God and be a light to others in 

the world.  People will cease to come to Christ and be saved. 
 

Rewards for Conquerors (2:7):  They will eat of the tree of life in heaven 
 “To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life in the paradise of God” 

 The curse will be reversed for them.  What was once forbidden to them 
through sin—God’s presence, intimacy with God, the ability to eat of the 

tree of life—will be given to them.  How can this be?  Through Jesus and 
through Him alone.  Those that love Him will keep His commandments and 
will one day eat of the tree of life and will enjoy the paradise of God forever. 

 The church of Ephesus overcame for a time, but eventually they abandoned 
the love that they had at first and Jesus took away their candlestick, for the 

church no longer exists today. 
APPLICATION:  We are at a dangerous moment in the life of our church here .  We 
are very much like the church at Ephesus and have enjoyed much Bible teaching, 
more than any other church in Pursat.  We have endured much persecution.  We 
have had many prayer meetings and have had evangelistic ministry.  I believe that 
in many ways God has been pleased with ICC, but I fear that some of our members 
have abandoned the love that they had at the first.  Their joy for serving Christ is 
missing.  Their desire for God and His Word has waned.  I fear that some of the 
children see this lack of love for God in their children and it will cause their 
children to not desire their parents’ faith.  Do you need to repent?  If so, do so now.  


