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KJV – II Thessalonians 2:5-12 

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-4                                                                                                                    
“Will People be Saved after Rapture” 

Introduction: 

     The Greek word for “caught up” is the word “harpazo” this simply means to be caught up or 
snatched away. We use the word Rapture which does not appear in the Greek New Testament but it 
is the Latin word that was used to describe this event when the Greek New Testament was 
translated into Latin. The Latin word means to be caught away or snatched up with joyous 
exaltation.  

     This event will occur, it is not a matter of if but only a matter of when. No one knows when,  
however there will be billions that are left behind. The long asked question that has plagued man’s 
mind throughout the years and has even inspired books and movies for those who are left behind is 
this: “Will people be saved after the Rapture.” 

     This lesson will go over that question and give Biblical evidence to the fact that people are saved 
after the rapture of the church and explain how this is possible since the Spirit indwells believers of 
the church age and the church has been taken out. 

II Thessalonians 2:5-8 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out 
of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

     One who holds to the doctrine of no one being saved during the tribulation because the Holy 
Spirit only indwells believers of the church age and the church had been taken out is going to have a 
hard time explaining the Salvation of Old Testament Saints. The Church will be Raptured prior to 
the beginning of the tribulation and that man of sin being revealed, and yes the Holy Spirit’s 
restraining force upon sin and lawlessness is removed with the Body of Christ, but not His 
convicting, regeneration, conversion and saving power.  
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     Let’s take a look at what Paul spoke verse by verse of the restraining power of the Holy Spirit 
being removed starting in verse six. We will look at it in the NASB because it is much clearer to see 
using this translation.  
 
      And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be revealed. Paul reminds them 
in verse five to remember when he was with them he told them these things, and Paul said you 
know what restrains him now. Paul here is speaking of the Anti-Christ, he said you know what 
restrains him. Paul had went to a great deal of effort to teach the new converts of Thessalonica a 
summary crash course in theology with the study of Christology, Pneumatology, Ecclesiology and 
Eschatology. Unlike most Christians of today these folks knew and understood what Paul was 
writing about. Most people today receive Christ, get rushed to be baptized, given a little instruction 
on prayer, read and study your Bibles and then thrown out into the world not knowing anything 
about doctrine. As Dr. John Philips states about Paul’s teaching to the Thessalonians, “He considered 
a good grounding in Bible prophecy as good a preparation for Godly, victorious living as anything else” 
(Phillips, 2005; Exploring 1&2 Thessalonians Commentary, page 203). 

     The Apostle Paul said that they knew who was restraining him because they had already been 
told. The powerful restraining force that is still withholding the Anti-Christ is God the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is withholding the revealing of this man of sin and the final development of 
lawlessness on this planet. The Holy Spirit is indwelling each and every born again child of God and 
His powerful restraining force is still at work in, around and working through the church. 

      For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is 
taken out of the way. The work of the Anti-Christ as Paul said is already at work. Satan is preparing 
the way for him using the depravity of man against mankind as our greatest enemy. But God the 
Holy Spirit will only allow Satan to do what is in accordance with His Sovereign will, the Holy Spirit 
is keeping the Devil at bay and in check. Until the LORD is ready to receive His bride, He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. The Holy Spirit’s restraining power and force 
holding back Satan and keeping the man of sin from being revealed will be taken out of the way. 
When this event occurs, the Church, the Bride of the LORD Jesus Christ with the indwelling of that 
same Spirit will be caught up or raptured out as the LORD comes back in the clouds to receive His 
Saints.  

     Then God will allow Satan to have free rule and reign of the earth through the Anti-Christ for a 
period of seven years which will complete Daniel’s 70th Week.  Daniel 9:24 tells us why this last 
week must come about. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

     Once the restraining power of God the Holy Spirit removes His restraining force from the earth 
with the Church then and only then will that man of sin be revealed. And then that lawless one will 
be revealed whom the LORD will slay with breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance 
of His coming. 
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     Dr. Charles Ryrie stated in the Ryrie Commentary Bible; “That the Anti-Christ is now being held 
back by a restrainer. Some understand this to be God indwelling His church by the Holy Spirit.” But 
this text clearly shows that it is not the Church, but the Holy Spirit is the actual restraining force. As 
He has always been here upon the earth from the foundations of the world when He moved upon 
the face of the waters in Genesis, it is His power and might that with holds the forces of evil from 
having free reign upon the earth.  

     He serves in this capacity to perform His will in the protection of God’s elect. When Paul’s 
prophecy is fulfilled from Second Thessalonians His restraining force will be removed to allow 
Satan, the beast and the false prophet to have free reign in accordance with God’s will.  

     However this in no way limits His saving power in the work of regeneration for God’s elect. One 
can clearly see from Revelation 11 that God will have two witnesses that arise in Jerusalem and 
preach the gospel to the Jews for 1260 days during the first half of the tribulation.  

Revelation 11:3-12 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if 
any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit 
shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days 
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 

11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up 
to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 
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     At the very beginning of the tribulation, imagine an earth with no godly people in it. No one 
believes in God and the church houses are packed with those left behind because they were playing 
church. They had rejected the gospel of God’s grace and was going about to establish their own 
righteousness with their works. These two men will be the only two godly men on the planet at the 
start of the tribulation. The only place to hear the gospel will be in Jerusalem. We know from their 
ministry and from Revelation 7:4-8 there will be 144,000 Jews sealed, saved and sent to minister 
the gospel during this time of tribulation. We also know many Jews will be saved from the text in 
Revelation 12:5-6 with the picture of the women as Israel having to flee into the wilderness.  

     Revelation 12:13-14 tells us that the dragon will persecute the woman which brought forth the 
man child but she will flee. She is given two wings of a great eagle to flee into the wilderness into 
her place where she will be nourished for a time, times and half a time from the face of the serpent. 
So from the 144,000 and the woman as Israel we can clearly see that there will be a great number of 
Jews that will be saved even after the rapture of the church.  

     This last period of time is specifically set aside for God to deal with the Jews according to His 
Sovereign plan, however salvation is not only limited to the Jews. There will be Gentiles saved also, 
John saw the vision in Revelation 7:9-14 of the Gentiles saved during the tribulation and it is a 
number that no man could number.  

Revelation 7:9-14 

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell 
before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

     So it is clearly seen from the prophecy in Revelation that there will be a vast number that no man 
could number come to receive Christ during the tribulation by the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit. Because salvation is offered through the tribulation, and even on into the Millennium all 
through and by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

     But there is a sad note in this song. There are good, moral, law abiding people right here in 
America that have never received Christ. They have heard the Gospel and they have even felt the  
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calling of God to believe and repent. Can they be saved after the rapture of the Church? Let’s read 
the rest of that text to answer this question.  
 
II Thessalonians 2:9-12 

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

     This man of sin, the Anti-Christ comes after the working of Satan. With all power, signs and lying 
wonders, many prior to his coming received not the love of truth that they might be saved, why? 
Because verse 12 says they had pleasure in unrighteousness. They heard the gospel and rejected 
the call to believe and repent. They have sealed their own fate. People who prefer to love sin and 
lies rather than the gospel that rejected the love of the truth that they might be saved. They will 
receive severe, divine recompense: And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 

     God Himself will send judgment that insures their fate in the form of a “deluding influence.” So 
that they continue to believe the lie of the Anti-Christ; these people will accept evil as good and a lie 
as the truth. This shows my friend the power of an omnipotent Sovereign God who is in control of 
all things according to the counsel of His of Will and no man, beast or angel can thwart God’s 
Sovereign Will.  

     This lesson shows clearly that yes there will be people saved after the rapture of the Church, but 
all those that are saved have never heard or reject the gospel of God’s Sovereign Grace. Have you 
rejected Him? Because my friend if you have you will be left behind, this sad note just played will be 
sung again and again by you throughout all eternity why? For this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

 

 


