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Acts 3:12–19  

12  So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel 

at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had 

made this man walk?  

13  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was 

determined to let Him go.  

14  But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to 

you,  

15  and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are 

witnesses.  

16  And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see 

and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect 

soundness in the presence of you all.  

17  “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  

18  But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ 

would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  

19  Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

 

Peter’s Second Sermon 

Acts 3:12-26 
INTRO: 
 
 Luke wrote in Acts 2 how God vindicated His message and His messengers through many 
“wonders and signs” done by the Apostles. The healing of the lame man is the only sign or 
wonder He details out for us. He did this so we do not get caught up in the fireworks and miss 
the vital part of the story. The church was not about miracles, it was about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Peter and John go to the Temple and cross paths with a man lame from his birth. Peter 
becomes the conduit through whom the Lord Jesus heals this man. Peter’s Message had two 
emphases. First, Peter spoke about who Jesus is. Second, he told them what they each needed 
to do. 
  I. Who Is Jesus 
II. What We need to Do 
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I. Who Is Jesus 
 

A. Jesus was glorified by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
Acts 3:13    “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified His Servant Jesus.” 

The Lord Jesus is the son of or servant of the eternal God of Israel. Jesus did not divide 
everything into Old Testament and New Testament as much as He fulfilled God’s plan. 
 
B. Jesus was the Holy and righteous One and the author of Life.  

Acts 3:14–15    “But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead, of which we are witnesses.” 

These titles are found in the Old Testament and refer to Yahweh.  
Psalm 16:10    “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to see corruption.” 

Also note, Psalm 71:22  
“Also with the lute I will praise You— And Your faithfulness, O my God! To You I 
will sing with the harp, O Holy One of Israel.”  

The last example I will cite, but far from the last in the Old Testament is,  
Isaiah 41:14    “Fear not, you worm Jacob, You men of Israel! I will help you,” 
says the LORD And your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.”  

John will repeat the fact that all life comes from Christ.  
John 5:26    “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to 
have life in Himself,” 
 

C. Jesus Christ was the one who had healed this man through faith in all that He is.  
Acts 3:16    “And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” 

The name of Jesus is not just His handle. It was all that He was and is. 
 

D. Finally, Jesus was the one prophesied through all of the prophets as the Messiah to 
come.  

Acts 3:22–24    “For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all 
things, whatever He says to you. And it shall be that every soul who will not hear 
that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ Yes, and all the 
prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have 
also foretold these days” (NKJV).  

Jesus appeared everywhere in the Old Testament. These folks just didn’t see Him. 
 

E. We learn from this that the early church was all about Jesus Christ. How He came. How 
He died. How He rose from the dead, and How He ascended to the Father and would come 
back again. 

 



October 9, 2016 AM Message Page 3 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

II. What We need to Do 
 
A. When Jesus appeared what did these folks, His own people do? They denied Him.  

Acts 3:13    “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and 
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.” 

They rejected Him and asked Pilate to release a murderer in His place. 
 
B. They were guilty of killing Jesus.  

Acts 3:15    “And killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead, of 
which we are witnesses” 

Before we jump on the Jewish people of Jerusalem, we need to recognize that in a real 
sense we killed Him too.  

Isaiah 53:5    “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes 
we are healed.” 
 

C. They did all this in ignorance and were unwittingly fulfilling God’s eternal plan.  
Acts 3:17–18    “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers. But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His 
prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled” 

Nothing that happened to Jesus happened by accident. This was all a part of God’s great 
plan of redemption. 

 
D. Does all of this mean that those involved with the death of the Lord Jesus cannot be 
saved? No.  

Acts 3:19    “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord”  
 
What do we learn from this? 
 
Often we think that we know this stuff so well, we do not need another lesson in who Christ is 
and why He came to planet earth. We need to remember that the events of the new covenant 
are not separate from the Old Testament, but were promised in it and are fulfilled in Christ.  
 
We also need to remember Peter’s point. Even this healing is not about us, it is to glorify Him. 
 
Finally, we must have faith in all that He is. Salvation is not about the benefits we have because 
of Him. It is about Him.  
Romans 6:23    “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
1 John 5:11–12    “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” 

 


