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Scripture Reading –I Samuel 24:1-7 
 

1. Conviction of disrespect.  
 
 “David’s heart struck him…The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’s 
 anointed…” (24:5-6a) 
 
 

2. Communication of respect. 
 
 “So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul.” (24:7a) 
 
 

3. Choose to give respect. 
 
 David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. And David said to Saul, “…I spared you. 
 I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.” (24:8b,10b) 
 
 

4. Carefully guard your heart. 
 
 “…Out of the wicked comes wickedness. But my hand shall not be against you.” (24:13) 
 
 

5. Place your confidence in the Lord. 
 
 ”May the LORD judge between me and you, may the LORD avenge me against you…May the 
 LORD therefore be judge…So may the LORD reward you with good for what you have done to me 
 this day.” (24:12,15,19) 
 
 
Application: 
 

1. Evaluate your attitudes toward the other generations and people in authority. If people listened 
to you this past week, would they have heard words of respect?  

2. Make an effort this week to communicate words of respect. Do you need to surrender your 
attitudes and relationships to the Lord? Trust Him to do a new work in your heart. 

 
 
  



Bible Study Questions/ Discussion 
“Proper Respect for the Older Generation” 

I Samuel 24 
Oct. 7, 2012 

 
1. When you were younger was it difficult or normal to give respect to those older in age? Why? 

David is being chased by Saul in chapter 24. Saul enters the cave in which David and his friends 
were hiding. What did David’s men say to David? (24:4) Discuss this statement-“The easy thing 
to do isn’t always the right thing.” 

 
2. What does David do to Saul? (4) Later, how does David feel? (5) Give a definition of a 

“conscience.” What are the two problems with a conscience? (I John 3:20; I Tim. 4:2) Discuss a 
time in your life when doing the right thing went against what your friends were saying and 
what your flesh wanted. What does David call Saul in v. 6?  Discuss the Biblical usage of 
“anointing.” (Ex. 30:30; I Sam. 9:16; I Kings 19:16; Isa. 61:1; 2 Cor. 1:21; Jam. 5:14; I Jn. 2:27) 
 

3. David persuades his men with his words. (7a) What does the Bible say about our words?        
(Eph. 4:15, 4:29; Prov. 15:1, 26:20) Share a time when your words made a difference in a 
potential conflict situation.   
 

4. How does David demonstrate respect toward Saul? (8) What titles of respect does David use?  
(8, 10, 11) How does David refer to himself? (14) What choice does David make? (I Thess. 5:15; 
Rom. 12:21) Does Saul clearly see David’s response as undeserved? (17-18) What emotional 
response does Saul experience? (16) Why did he respond in such a way? 
 

5. David reveals to Saul a principle of life –“Out of the wicked comes wickedness.” (13) What does 
this mean? What did Jesus say about this principle? (Matt. 7:16-18) In order to respond properly 
to situations and people what must we do with our hearts? (I Sam. 13:14) How do we guard our 
hearts? (Matt. 22:37; Heb. 10:22; Matt. 11:29; Ps. 119:11) If you have time review the Biblical 
description of the “enemies of our heart.” 
 

 Is it becoming hard? (Matt. 13:15) 

 Is it wandering? (Matt. 15:8; Mark 7:6) 

 Does it doubt? (Mark 11:23) 

 Is it troubled? (Jn. 14:1) 

 Is it divided? (Jam. 1:8; Eph. 6:5) 

 Is it foolish? (Rom. 1:21) 

 Is it sad? (Jn. 16:6) 

 Is it bitter? (Heb. 12:15) 
 

6. Finally, in order to give respect to others our ultimate trust and confidence needs to be in the 
Lord. Discuss David’s perspective that helped him respond with respect to Saul. (24:12, 15) (Also 
I Sam. 26:24, 10) Pray for God’s wisdom for the proper response of respect to others. 

 
 


