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Matthew 16:13-15 

Now when Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?”  

2 



Colossians 1:15-20 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by  him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.17 And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  
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Colossians 1:15-20 
 

18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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V15-17 Who is Jesus?  
V15a He is the image of the invisible God  

• Jesus is God (Col 1:19, 2:9, Matt 1:23, Heb 1:3, John 1:1-18, John 
10:30, John 14:6-10) 

V15b The firstborn of all creation 

• Jesus is highest rank & the heir of all things (Col 1:15a, 1:16, Heb 
1:1-2) 

V16 For by  him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

• Jesus created all things and all things were created for him (John 
1:1-3, Heb 1:2) 

V17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

• Jesus is before all things (eternal/God), and in him all things hold 
together (sustainer/sovereign) (John 1:1, John 8:56-58, John 17:5, 
Heb 1:3) 
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18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

 And he is the head of the body, the church 

the church: ekklēsia-called out, assembled (Universal/Local)  

• The body: We are the body of Christ (Body is a living organism)  

• Romans 12:4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. (1 Corinthians 12)  

He (Jesus) is the head of the body, the church 

• Verb “is” present tense/indicative mood (statement of fact)  

• Eph 5:22-23 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its 
Savior (Eph 1:22)  

• Analogy of Jesus being the head: life/power giving (growth) and ruler (direction) 

• Colossians 2:19 holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and 
knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

• Eph 4:12-16 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love. 
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And he is the head of the body, the church 
 

 

Jesus Christ is the head of the body (the church), He gives us life and power 

(Spirit), nourishment and direction (Word), He knits us together, He makes us 

grow (maturity/sanctification), without Him we can do nothing (John 15:5)  

• Intimate attachment (Acts 9:4, Matt 25:40, John 17:20-23) 

– Be careful how you speak about His bride (body)  

• He is the head and the chief shepherd 

– 1 Peter 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd appears (John 10:11-14)  

– Just as Adam was the head of the fallen human race, Jesus Christ (2nd 

Adam) is the head of the church (Rom 5)  

– The church is unified under a singular Head for a singular purpose (To 

glorify and magnify the Head)  

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead 

He is the beginning: Origin/Source (Life)  

• Eph 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is 

by grace you have been saved. 
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He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead 
 The firstborn from the dead: (Chronologically and Priority (Leader))  

• His death, burial and resurrection provides life for us all  

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?”  

Romans 1:4 declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 
by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord 

1 Corinthians 15:12-23 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not 
raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also 
the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ.  
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To What End?  
If Jesus is God, If Jesus is the heir of all things, If Jesus created all things, If all 
things were created for Jesus, If Jesus is before all things, If all things hold together 
in Jesus, If Jesus provides power, life, direction to the church, If Jesus’s life, death, 
burial and resurrection pave the way for believers and if Jesus is first rank in His 
resurrection, then what?  

That in everything he might be preeminent: 

• Preeminent: holds first place in everything  

• This is why the universe was created. This is the end of all things 

• This is why Jesus came, lived, died, rose, ascended and will come again  

• This is why you exist-THIS IS IT!  

• That in EVERYTHING Jesus Christ might be preeminent/hold first place 

• Jesus Christ must be preeminent in the church (by-products of Jesus Christ must 
NEVER define, lead, guide, govern or be the primary focus of the church).  

• The gospel is a means to this end  

• This is worth living for, this is worth dying for  

• This is what it means “To live is Christ and to die is gain” Phil 1:21 

• The preeminence of Jesus is what Paul got a glimpse of and counted all things as 
loss in light of (Phil 3:7-10) 
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