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Let me encourage you to turn to the book of 1 John as we come to our time of the 
preaching of God's word today. I'm very very excited about this last half of the second 
chapter of 1 John and we have coming up ahead in a few weeks to come, just some very 
foundational teaching out of verses 28 and 29 on the doctrine of regeneration and what it 
means and how does God give us new life in Christ and so I'm really looking forward to 
that but I don't want to rush through anything to get there and today we're in verses 22 
and 23 of the second chapter of the 1 John. Let me just read these verses to set them in 
your mind as we set a context for what it is to come here this morning. 1 John 2:22 and 
23 says,

22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is 
the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever 
denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son 
has the Father also. 

And that's all we're going to look at today. I could have gone longer but I want to leave us 
time to enjoy our fellowship together afterwards. Here in this passage, you see a black 
and white contrast between true teaching and false teaching and throughout the book of 1 
John, you see those kinds of black and white contrasts being repeated. John speaks about 
light and darkness, truth and a lie and other absolute contrasts to set forth the fact, to set 
forth the reality that the realm of Christian salvation is distinct from the realm of the 
world; that the realm of Jesus Christ is distinct from the realm of Satan. And I want to tell 
you that that has a lot of implications for what it means to be a Christian and as we are 
going to see, is that if a Christian is someone that God has given new life to, if a Christian 
is someone who has been released from the domination of sin and someone in whom the 
Holy Spirit now dwells, if a Christian is someone who has been relieved from the 
bondage of the devil, the domination of the devil and brought under the Lordship of our 
loving gracious Lord Jesus Christ, if all of that is true, and by definition it is, that's what it 
means to be a Christian, then there are going to be inevitable indispensable indications of 
what that person's life is going to look like going forward and this is very, very critical. It 
is an utter impossibility to think that someone could be a Christian and yet walk in 
darkness. It's an utter impossibility to think that someone could be a Christian and still 
live as a continual unbroken slave to sin. It is utterly unthinkable to think that someone 
could be saved by a holy God who has revealed himself in his holy word, the 66 books of 
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the Bible, and that God would write the Bible and then save a soul and that somehow that 
saved renewed soul would have no interest, no desire for the Scriptures, no inclination to 
obey it. Those things are utterly unthinkable and we must think about Christian salvation 
from a theological perspective. We must think about it in terms of what the Bible says.

Now look, if you think about it at all, you realize and we've said this many times and I'm 
going to probably keep saying it as long as I'm pastor here at Truth Community 
Fellowship which I hope is like for the next 25 or 30 years, that's what my plan is, but 
what I want you to understand is that if Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life, if he 
is holy, if he is pure, if he is a loving gracious Savior who gave his life to redeem 
innumerable people throughout the centuries in order to bring them into the family of 
God and cause them to be born again to a new hope and we are rightly called children of 
God meaning that we are his offspring in a spiritual sense, then it is inevitable that those 
who have been truly saved are going to somehow show the marks of their spiritual father. 
They are going to manifest some manner of holiness in their lives. They are going to 
manifest an affinity and a love and an affection for truth and believe the things that God 
has spoken in his word and they are going to manifest, they are going to show and have 
an outworking in their life a love for other people that God has also saved. That's 
inevitable. That's the way that it's got to be, that God who has this holy, loving, spiritual 
life intrinsic in his own essence, as he imparts that to others, that that's going to flow out 
of their lives as well.

Now, that's all very obvious, right? But listen, here's the problem: as obvious as that is, 
we have all been influenced and affected by teaching that says that that's not necessary at 
all. We've all been affected by teaching that says a true Christian could be someone who 
prayed a prayer at some distant time in the past and be a Christian without showing any 
manifestation of that kind of spiritual life; that someone could be a Christian and live in 
unbroken sin, unbroken immorality; that someone could be a Christian and have no 
interest in the things of God's word, have no affinity or affection for God's word at all. 
And there are people who claim to know Christ but say, "No, do you know what? I don't 
need the people of God. I'm content to stay at home and I'll just be alone by myself and 
I'll worship God in my own way, after all, the church is full of hypocrites and I want 
nothing to do with them." Beloved, you must see and recognize that that could not 
possibly be true. It could not possibly be true for someone to be indifferent to sin, 
indifferent to God's word and indifferent to God's people and have any manifestation and 
have any part of the life of God in their soul, and this is what the book of 1 John is 
spending so much time teaching. This isn't just something that I'm summarizing, I want to 
show you this from the very text of God's word and as we do that, we're going to look at 
the broader context of the verses that we looked at.

Look, we need to know who is truly a Christian for a couple of reasons. Number 1: we 
need to know that for ourselves. You, yourself, need to know if you are a true Christian 
or not. This is not a matter of social interaction here, there matters of great eternal 
consequence at stake. If you are not a true Christian, you are on the path to eternal hell. 
How could I be faithful to my calling as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, how 
could I be faithful to you as my fellow human beings even, without calling that to your 
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attention? How could I be faithful, how could any minister of the Gospel be faithful 
unless they warned people about this great capacity that we have for self-deception? And 
there are innumerable people, Jesus said, that are under that illusion, under that delusion, 
I should say, of self-deception, thinking that they are saved when they are really not. And 
if these things about obedience to God and loving God's word and being faithful to God's 
people are foreign to you, then listen, God has brought you here in order to wake you up 
and to call to your attention the fact that maybe your soul is not as well off as you thought 
that it was because someone told you that if you just prayed a little prayer at someone's 
knee that you would be fine forever. 

You see, what we're talking about here, we're not talking about what we do in order to 
earn salvation. The Bible says that salvation is by grace through faith, not by the works of 
our hands. We can't do anything to earn salvation from God but, but there are certain 
indispensable marks of a true Christian that will inevitably take place in the life of 
someone who is truly redeemed and that's because not because we do these things in 
order to earn God's favor, not so that we can build up merit points in our account and God 
will say the good outweighed the bad in your life and therefore you can come into 
heaven. That's not it at all, understand that these things necessarily must happen because 
a Christian is someone who is born from above and the power of God has come upon 
their lives in a transforming way. That's what it means to be a Christian. Jesus said, 
"Unless you are born again, you cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven." And the God 
who causes people to be born again, puts the imprint of his own holy character upon their 
hearts, takes away their heart of stone and gives them a heart of flesh, takes away the 
dead spirit and gives them a new spirit in Christ, and what we're talking about, the 
manifestations of that flow from who God is, not what we do in order to earn our 
salvation. Have you got it? Are you with me?

Let's look at the text of 1 John 2 then. What we're going to see here this morning is that 
we're going to look at three indispensable marks of a true Christian. Three indispensable 
marks of a true Christian and the first one is this and we've covered some of this territory 
before but I don't mind going over it again because the capacity for self-deception is so 
very great. The capacity for self-deception is so great and, look, it's not just a matter of 
how you view your own salvation, there is a ministry component to this as well. We must 
understand what the marks of true salvation are so that we can interact meaningfully with 
the people around us. People who make no claim of Christ need to hear the Gospel but 
there is a whole realm of people who claim to know Christ whose lives give no 
manifestation of having been born again by the power of God and those people need to be 
warned in their self-deception that these are the true biblical marks of what a Christian 
life looks like and if your life does not somehow show the marks of these imprints from 
God, then you very well may be someone who is self-deceived about whether you're truly 
saved or not and the fact that someone claims to be a Christian does not settle the issue 
because Jesus said in Luke 6:46, for example, "Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do 
not do what I say? Why do you have my name on your lips but not my life in your life? 
Why this travesty and mocking of my holy name?" So we have to know these things. We 
have to know these things so that we are able to point people back to the Scriptures, back 
to the word of God, back to the holy person of Christ so that we can examine ourselves. 2 
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Corinthians 13:5 says, "Test yourselves to see whether you're in the faith." Examine 
yourselves, and this is what we need to know, the standard by which we examine 
ourselves so that we can know what a true Christian is. 

Three tests, three indispensable marks this morning. First of all, we could call it the moral 
test. The moral test, m-o-r-a-l. The moral test and you see that in 1 John 2:3 and 4. I'm 
not going to spend a whole lot of time here, although now that I say that I realize I'm 
going to spend more time here than I think. 1 John 2:3-4, "By this we know that we have 
come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, 'I have come to 
know Him,' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him," 
verse 5, "but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected." 
Let's look at that and think about that for a moment. Think about this in light of your own 
soul, in light of your own life. Writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the 
Apostle John says, "This is how we know that we have come to know Him," now at that 
very point, some of you over time in the past perhaps have been conditioned to answer 
that question, "By this we know that we have come to know Him if we asked Jesus into 
our heart at some point in the past." If that were the measure by which we would know 
the health of our own soul, it would say so right there. That's not what it says. It doesn't 
tell you to look into the past at some point whether you prayed a prayer or not. It tells you 
to look at your life now and see if there is a sensitivity and a love and obedience to the 
word of God. Look at it again with me, verse 3, "By this we know that we have come to 
know Him, if we keep His commandments." In a true Christian, there is a heart 
inclination toward obedience to the commands of Scripture. Stated negatively, there is a 
heart inclination against sin. Those are two sides of the same coin, one that says, "I 
dislike sin. I can't continue on in sin as if it doesn't bother me." A Christian is someone 
who has a conscience that is troubled by disobedience to the commands of God and 
someone who can sin without any kind of compunction, any kind of regret about 
breaking the commandments of God, someone like that is not a Christian.

Look at what it says in verse 4, "The one who says, 'I have come to know Him,' and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." Brothers and sisters, 
men and women, we have to go beyond what our lips say because our lips are not always 
telling the truth. It's possible to be deceived. It's possible not only to be deceiving but to 
be self-deceived and God gives us this for the point of clarity so that we could examine 
ourselves and know whether our souls are secure in Christ or not. Someone who has no 
desire for the word of God, no desire to read it, study it, is someone who is not a 
Christian. Let's just state that as plainly and dogmatically and unqualifiedly as we 
possibly can. God doesn't save people to deliver them over into a realm where they don't 
care about his word. That would be ridiculous. Why would he do that? To save someone 
so that they could just live a life of indifference and rebellion against his word, why 
would he do that? That would be absolutely irrational. The truth of the matter is he didn't. 
He saves people in order to incline them toward his word. True Christians obey God's 
commandments as a pattern of their life. Let me be clear here: it's not that true Christians 
are perfect, it's not that you or I are living lives of perfect holiness right now. We still 
have remnants of indwelling sin. We sin from time to time, sometimes even egregiously 
but the difference, the distinguishing mark is that we don't accept that and embrace it as a 
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way of life. When we sin, we hate it. When we sin, we want to get rid of it. When we sin, 
we go to God in broken confession and say, "God, I am so sorry that I am still like this 
after your saving work in my life." Rather than sinning and then reloading for the next 
time to go out and sin again. This really isn't that complicated, is it? It's all about a 
direction of heart, not that we have obtained perfection in this life but what is the 
direction of your affections toward the word of God. That's what matters. True Christians 
bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance, imposters don't, and one of the ways that that 
manifests is in the moral quality of your life.

So, step back. You say that you're a Christian. Very well, very well, do you have heart 
affections for holiness? Does your life, despite its remaining sin, give some kind of 
evidence of spiritual growth? Have you grown spiritually in the past year? Have you 
grown spiritually in the past five years? Whoever heard of a plant that was alive and well 
and wasn't somehow showing growth, manifesting life. If you saw a shriveled up plant 
brown and dead on the ground, you would say, "That plant is dead." Well, if your 
spiritual life is shriveled up and dead, what makes you think that you're a Christian? It's 
not hard. And we say these things and God brings these things to our attention not to just 
leave us in condemnation but to wake us up, to alert us to the fact that maybe spiritual life 
isn't what we thought it was. He shakes us and wakes us so that we would arise to follow 
Christ; arise to call out to Christ for mercy; arise to ask for help and mercy and grace 
because we thought we were well when we were actually deadly sick. So this is designed 
to rouse us up. Look, let me say this as well. For those of you that are walking with 
Christ, this isn't meant to shake you from a legitimate assurance of salvation. If you see 
signs of desires for God's holiness, then be encouraged. This is the mark of life, the fact 
that you pursue holiness even though you stumble from time to time.

Now, here's what I want you to see in the next passages that we're going to look at as we 
consider this moral test of what a true Christian looks like. The Bible says in multiple 
places that this very point, this very point of the moral test of what a true Christian looks 
like, this very point is prime ground for self-deception and it warns us about it repeatedly 
and I want you to see that this is not a matter of abstract theological discussion, the Bible, 
as it were, jumps up and down and says, "Pay attention here because the possibility, the 
realm of self-deception is so great at this very point!" I say without fear of contradiction 
that every one of us, you and me both included, we all underestimate the deceptive power 
of sin. We underestimate how much our love for sin can deceive us and make us think 
that we are spiritually okay when actually we're not.

Look at 1 John 3:7-8. 1 John 3:7, the Apostle John says writing under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, remember this is the word of God here, "Little children, make sure." Pay 
attention here. I'm stomping my foot because this is so important, he says. "Make sure 
that no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil." 
Notice the warning in verse 7, "Little children, make sure that no one deceives you." And 
what he's saying is that this very point is a fulcrum of potential deception both in teachers 
who teach you and in the way that you evaluate your own life. Make no mistake about it, 
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that no one truly knows Christ who doesn't have some manifestation of righteousness in 
their life because Christ himself is righteous and if he has come and taken up residence in 
your life in salvation, then that's going to manifest itself. John says, "Don't be deceived 
about this."

And beloved, let me ask you: is there anything more obvious in the state of watered-down 
preaching in the world today in America in particular, in some of the circles that you 
came from, than that it gives people license to sin and tells them that sin is not that big a 
deal? That you can be saved and continue on, you can live in sin and still claim the name 
of Christ? Look, listen, pay attention: what you're seeing from the word of God here is a 
spotlight of truth on the darkness of that kind of teaching. This is not innocuous teaching 
that tells people that. This is going against the very grain of the teaching of Scripture that 
says you can live in sin and not worry about your salvation. He says, "Don't be deceived 
on this point." Well, if he's saying don't be deceived, then obviously we shouldn't be 
surprised if we find that there are places where this kind of deception is being propagated 
and we need to recognize it for what it is so that, not that we can be spiritually superior 
on that, but so that we can have discernment and say, "That is not true," and that we can 
calculate our framework of spiritual thinking accordingly. He says, "Make sure that no 
one deceives you." He emphasizes it and it's such a simple point, if a righteous God saves 
you, you're going to live righteously. Who could argue with that except for people 
tangled in a web of deception from a lot of bad teaching over the years. Well, it's our 
responsibility individually and collectively to call that out and say, "That's not true. That's 
not what the Bible teaches at all," and to commit ourselves to living in defense of that 
particular truth.

You say, "Ah, that's just one passage." Turn over to Galatians 5:19 and hear what I'm 
emphasizing right now as I want you to see here is that it's not just the grossest forms of 
immorality that are the mark of still being in sin, being unsaved, it's spiritual attitudes as 
well. Your life can be outwardly moral and still be in the depths of darkness. That was 
true of me. I look back on my life before I was a Christian, outwardly moral but inwardly 
so desperately dark and deceived. 

Look at Galatians 5:19, "Now the deeds of the flesh are evident," this is obvious, he says, 
"which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife," this starts 
to get personal, "jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these." Now notice what he says. Notice what he 
says, "of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God." It's not just outward immorality or 
drunkenness we're talking about here, a man or woman who is consistently divisive, 
angry, marked by that kind of sour disposition of life is someone who has no claim on 
true salvation no matter what they say about being a Christian or not because the life of 
Christ manifests itself, and don't think, Scripture tells us, don't think that this isn't a 
threat. Look at how Paul says it. He says, "I warn you. I warned you in the past and I 
warn you again, this is a problem. Take heed. Pay attention. This kind of life cannot be a 
life that truly belongs to Christ." It's searching. It takes a surgeon's scalpel and opens up 
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life and opens up teaching and it's the Bible, not the preacher saying those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

One more passage, look back at 1 Corinthians 6:9, the Bible says, "do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?" The unrighteous in this life have 
no expectation of entering into heaven in the next? And look at what he says, "Do not be 
deceived." Don't be deceived about this issue, "neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals," there's a word for the day, huh, for the 
times in which we live, "nor thieves, nor the covetous," inward attitudes, "nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God." 

What I want you to see from those last three passages, 1 John 3, Galatians 5 and 1 
Corinthians 6, is the emphasis that the word of God puts on "don't be deceived in this 
area," and I say this with gentleness and tenderness in my heart knowing where many of 
you have come from over the course of your life and the course of the teaching that 
you've known over the years, you've come from a teaching where it said, "Don't worry 
about that." You've been conditioned over the years to look back at a past prayer as the 
proof of your salvation and to disregard whatever life says about it in the present. And 
what Scripture says emphatically, repeatedly, clearly and unmistakably is, "Don't be 
deceived on this very issue that a claimed salvation that doesn't result in a pattern of 
holiness in life is no salvation at all." Those people are still lost in their sins and if they 
die in that condition, they will go to hell naming the name of Jesus on their lips while 
their soul goes to hell because there was never any life in them to begin with. And there 
are too many people in the room here for me to be indifferent to the fact that some of you 
are probably in that same condition. Please don't be deceived on this issue. Please don't 
be deceived thinking that you can say whatever you want and live however you want in 
contradiction to that. The Bible does not allow that kind of contradiction between life and 
testimony. It doesn't allow it and if you're convicted by this, if this cuts your conscience, 
cuts you to the chase, makes you tremble, don't fall back and say, "Oh, that can't be true." 
Of course it's true. It's right in God's word. No, say, "No, God's word is true and the 
deception is probably in the way I have perceived my own life." That's where you need to 
go with your thinking on this. Sometimes a doctor has to give you a bad diagnosis in 
order to bring you to the cure. He has to say, "Stage 4 cancer. You need surgery right 
away." 

Beloved, if this cuts and exposes your heart and exposes your hypocrisy to the evident 
affirmation of your own conscience, take this as the opportunity to repent; to come to 
Christ with a total denial of any self-righteousness and cast yourself upon his mercy. He'll 
still save you. When I was converted, the day that I was actually converted almost 30 
years ago, I had to make that very prayer myself. I said, "Lord, I thought that I was a 
Christian all these years but I see now by the evident sin in my life that I'm not. And 
Lord, whatever else we say about this moment," I'm expanding it a little bit but it's the 
spirit in which I prayed, I said, "Lord, I really and truly want you to save me. I really and 
truly want to be delivered from sin so that I can follow you in righteousness." We read 
that from Mark earlier, didn't we? Jesus said, "Follow me. Follow me. Follow me." Are 
you following Christ? What is it in your life that would be the evidence of that? You 
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know, at that moment of my conversion, it was a moment of utter humiliation before the 
Lord in many senses because I was having to say, having to confess, "My whole life has 
been a sham as I have claimed to know Christ and walked in utter indifference to his 
word." 

Don't make the lethal spiritual mistake of trying to defend your past life if this convicts 
you. Just surrender all of the pride and the sin that you've accumulated over the years and 
come to Christ in a broken, bankrupt spirit that says, "God, I need to be saved. I need 
Christ to save me and I turn from sin. I don't just want to be delivered from hell, I want to 
be delivered from sin because I want to pursue a righteous Savior," and you call upon 
him for mercy. When the power of God comes on a soul like that, there is a 
transformation that can never be undone. That results in a pursuit of holiness and a love 
for holiness. Here, if you want another way to look at this, think about it this way: do you 
love holiness? In your clearest of minds, would you prefer holiness over a life of sin? 
And just factor out the fact that you're incapable of living that out perfectly. If you could 
have holiness and perfection in Christ, would you take that now knowing that it meant the 
extermination of all sin in your life? I would, wouldn't you? Wouldn't you? If you could 
just have a perfection of holiness manifested in your life, if that were possible, wouldn't 
your heart embrace that? A true Christian would because a true Christian loves a holy 
Christ. You say, "Nah, man, this just stuff I like to do. I wouldn't want that because that 
would mean I would have to give that up." Hello? Look in the mirror and recognize, look 
in the mirror and see someone who is self-deceived claiming to be a Christian and saying 
things like that. That's the moral test.

Secondly, there is a social test that the Apostle John gives us. There is this moral test of a 
love for God's word, an obedience to God's commandments as a pattern of life, secondly, 
there's a social test which relates to love for other Christians. 1 John 2:9-10 says, "The 
one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now." 
The context here is the body of Christ. The body of Christ is the context here. Someone 
who says that he is a Christian and yet is indifferent, has a hatred toward the body of 
Christ, "I don't want them. I don't need them, the hypocrites," someone who says that is 
in darkness until now, now the light has been brought to bear on the situation. Verse 10, 
"The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in 
him."

Look over at chapter 3, verse 14 of 1 John 3. John kind of goes in a spiral as he wrote this 
book and so the same themes are repeated and expanded on and looked at from different 
angles. Chapter 3, verse 14, here is a very clear statement of another aspect of the 
transforming work of God in the life of a true Christian. He says, chapter 3, verse 14, 
"We know that we have passed out of death into life." How do you know that, John? 
"You know that you've passed out of death into life if you kneel down beside your 
Sunday school teacher and at her knee when you were six you prayed and asked Jesus 
into your heart." Verse 15, oh wait, I read it wrong. I looked at it all wrong there. No. 
That's not what it says and we don't get – listen, listen – we don't get to make up what 
Christianity means. We don't get to make it up and define it on our own terms, right? 
Christianity belongs to God and God has revealed it in his word what it means to be a 
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Christian. God has revealed it in his word what the manifestation of spiritual life would 
be and we do not have the authority or the prerogative to contradict it and say something 
else. We have received this as a treasure entrusted to us, not as a steward, not as an owner 
to redefine it as we wish and redefine and reset the property lines of what a true Christian 
is. Shame on teachers that try to do that. Shame on them and shame on us if we let 
ourselves try to go that same path. No, look at what the Scripture says, chapter 3, verse 
14, "We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. 
He who does not love abides in death." 

Simple test. True Christians love other Christians. It has to be that way. If you have the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in you and I have the Holy Spirit dwelling in me, there is going to 
be a natural affinity that we have for one another because our whole nature is going to be 
coming from a common source. If you're a Christian and you see people pursuing Christ 
and standing for truth and serving Christ in their lives, you're going to love that. You're 
going to say, "Oh, they have the same affections motivating them that I have in me. This 
is wonderful. I hope I can help them. Let me see if I can serve them somehow." Right? 
That's a natural consequence of having the love of God shed abroad in your heart and 
there are a lot of people who would just talk dogmatically about truth as if truth were the 
only evidence of salvation. You just recognize and see the spirit of hatred in them. You 
know, churches that would claim the name of Christ and then go out and picket funerals 
of soldiers all in the name of upholding a stance against homosexuality. You know who 
I'm talking about. Where is the spirit of love and grace in that? At that point you say, 
"Don't talk to me about your supposed love for truth. Why is there such an absence of 
love and grace in your life that you can't even show mercy upon a grieving family of a 
fallen soldier? Why can't you at least just step out of the shadows, why do you have to get 
in front of the TV cameras to make your point?" And whatever they say about so-called 
truth in that context is utterly contradicted and vitiated by a total absence of love and the 
spirit of hatred that animates that. Shame on them. Shame on them.

So you say that you're a Christian, very well, very good, do you have heart affections for 
other believers? Does your life manifest somehow a desire to serve them? Look at verse 
18, chapter 3, verse 18...let's look at verse 16. We're not in a hurry, right? Chapter 3, 
verse 16, "We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren." Listen, if you're a Christian, the fountain of your 
spiritual life was a self-sacrificial act by our Lord Jesus Christ. That's the fountain of it, 
sacrificial to the point of shedding his blood on behalf of your soul. Well, if that's the 
fountain of your life, then isn't it evident that the fountain that gave life to you would 
reproduce itself and there would be some manner of self-sacrifice coming out of your life 
for the sake of God's people as well? Verse 17, "But whoever has the world's goods, and 
sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide 
in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth." 
The spirit of love animates a true believer. 

Now, that's just a brief summary, overview, review, the moral test, the social test. Let's 
move into point 3 here today with the time that we have remaining and consider the 
doctrinal test of a true believer. The doctrinal test. Moral test, obedience to God's 
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commandments. Social test, love of God's people. Doctrinal test, adherence to God's 
truth. Okay? That's what it says here. Verse 22, "Who is the liar," chapter 2, verse 22. 
We'll reset here and make sure everyone is at the same page. "Who is the liar but the one 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father 
and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the 
Son has the Father also." Here's another defining statement about what it means to be a 
true Christian or a clarifying question: what do you believe about the Lord Jesus Christ? 
What do you believe about the Lord Jesus Christ? That's what's being brought to our 
attention in these verses. 

A little bit of background, a little reminder, we've talked about this in the past. John here 
was combating false teachers who were early Gnostics, you might say, Gnostics who 
believed that Jesus Christ was not God incarnate but there was a Christ spirit that came 
upon the human man Jesus and was the explanation of his power in his life; came upon 
him, this Christ spirit, they would say, came upon Jesus at his baptism and left him just 
before he was crucified. Jesus, according to this view, had divine powers for a time but 
he was not eternally and essentially God himself. He had a spirit come upon him for a 
while but before that, just a man, and before his birth, nobody, non-existence, I guess, 
and at the time of his crucifixion, that Christ spirit left him, left him to die is just a man. It 
sounds weird according to our 21st century ears but understand that what's really at stake 
in that is that teaching was a frontal assault on what we call the incarnation of Christ, 
incarnation meaning that God became a man in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Eternally, always fully equal with God, became a man in human flesh and therefore it 
was God joined together with the nature of a man who suffered and died on the cross at 
Calvary and it was God who raised him from the dead, and that it was therefore God 
himself who secured our salvation with his sacrifice on the cross. That false teaching 
denied all of that. He wasn't God according to their teaching. That's the simplest way I 
know how to narrow it down. Now, keep that in mind here. What John is saying, what 
John is affirming, what all of the Bible says is that God became a man in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Any teaching that denies that is a lie and is a distinguishing mark between truth 
and damnable heresy.  

Now, look at verse 22. Maybe some of you are a little bit new to the Bible, new to 
Christianity. That's okay but I want you to see something here because it's so contrary to 
the spirit of our age. Look at verse 22, "Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son." Do you 
see how harsh and dogmatic those terms are: liar, antichrist? This is totally contrary to the 
spirit of modern Christianity, isn't it, where we all get along and we just see how broad 
we can make Christianity. You know, you hardly hear these terms anymore in many 
circles. Liar and antichrist. Harsh. And here's what you need to draw from that, okay? 
Here's what you need to think about in light of the harshness of those terms: apparently 
God is saying to us through his word at this very point that something really critical is at 
stake here; something of massive consequence is at stake in order to pull out words like 
liar and antichrist to those who would teach a false view of Christ. This is important. 
Why so important? Why such emphasis? Can't we all just get along? Not at this point we 
can't. You see, to teach a false Savior means that you are teaching what? A false 
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salvation. If you tell people that Christ is someone that he's not and they believe in the 
false construction that you have made of him, their souls are lost. Someone trusting in a 
false Savior, someone who's not really true is someone who has a salvation, so-called, 
that's not really true. It's a false salvation. They are still in their sin. And do you know 
what that means when they die? They go to hell. This is no matter of small consequence. 
There are matters of great eternal significance at stake in what we believe in Christ.

I had a dear family member who told me one time, maybe you can relate to this or have 
heard people say things like this, "I can't believe that God would send me to hell simply 
because I had a wrong opinion about Christ." Well, look, you know, there is certain logic 
to that, I guess, but that betrays, that attitude betrays someone who doesn't recognize this: 
doesn't recognize that Jesus Christ is the firstborn of all creation. He is the preeminent 
one in the universe. The one to whom all affection, glory, devotion and allegiance belong. 
To say that it doesn't really matter what I think about him is to realize that you have no 
concept of who he is and what is at stake or you would never talk that way. This isn't a 
matter of having a difference of opinion about whether we should go to Wendy's or 
McDonald's for lunch, this is about who God is and how he has revealed himself in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Listen, everything is at stake in what you believe about Christ and you and I and churches 
everywhere and people everywhere, none of us have the liberty to redefine who Christ is. 
Who Christ is, it's not us and then we say what we think Jesus is or who we think Jesus is 
or we make it up. That's a total reversal of the order of the universe. No, Christ is eternal 
God and he tells us what to believe about him. He has revealed what salvation is. He has 
revealed what is necessary for you to be saved and it is to repent of your sin and to come 
to him humbly and believe in him and embrace him; rest in him, receive him and rest in 
him for your salvation. You don't get to redefine that. You have no discretion in the 
matter. And preachers who say that you don't have to believe in Christ in order to be 
saved are people who deserve an immediate thunderbolt from heaven to incinerate them 
and stop their damning lies from coming out of their mouths. God doesn't deal with them 
quite that way but, do you know what? He'll deal with them in time, won't he? They 
won't get away with that forever, will they?

Go back to the text, 1 John 2:22: liar, antichrist, this one who denies the Father and the 
Son. Look over at chapter 4, verses 2 and 3. Do you want to know truth? Do you want to 
know discernment? "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus," like that, like what he just said in verse 2, "is not from God; this is the spirit of the 
antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world." 
Look, beloved, saving faith recognizes that God sent Christ into the world in order to 
save man from their sins. Saving faith recognizes that Jesus Christ was acting as a 
substitute on the cross; that for everyone who would believe in him, he was bearing the 
wrath of God, the punishment of God, in the cross in his own body when he died on the 
cross and said, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" That separation, 
whatever that means, whatever that looked like, that moment of darkness on the soul of 
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Christ was a time where he was bearing your sins in his body. He was and is fully God 
and fully man.

Look at chapter 4, verse 14 of 1 John. "We have seen and testify that the Father has sent 
the Son to be the Savior of the world." Look, when a Jehovah's Witness shows up on your 
door, when a Mormon shows up on your door and says things about Christ that are 
contrary to what the Scripture has described to us here today, understand that this is not 
innocent no matter how scrubbed and fresh the Mormon missionaries who are 20 years 
old look to you. Recognize that they are bringing to you the spirit of antichrist. They are 
bringing to you the spirit of the ultimate lie and realize that that cannot be lightly passed 
over. They, a Jew, anyone else who denies the deity of Christ, the Bible says about them 
that they are uniquely the liar, the antichrist. They are denying eternal truth about the 
eternal Son of God with eternal implications about eternal salvation. This is of massive 
consequence. This is far more important than the consequences of what happens in 
November, for example. There are matters of great eternal consequence at stake on what 
a person teaches about our Lord Jesus Christ. This is no petty theological disagreement, 
it's the ultimate lie against the ultimate truth. Jesus Christ said, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me." Acts 4: 12 says, "There is 
salvation in no one else for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved." That means that you and I as Christians have a glorious and a 
solemn obligation and duty and responsibility to defend that name no matter the cost; to 
preserve the glory of that name, to preserve the purity of the truth of that name with every 
fiber and ounce of our power and being as long as the Lord gives us breath here on earth; 
that there is nothing more important to us than the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. That's 
what it means to be a true Christian. You must know the true Christ and to recognize that 
just because someone says, "I know Jesus," doesn't me that they are saying the same 
thing that the Bible says about this if they have a false conception about who he is. 

Let me give you a ridiculous example to just show how obvious this must be. Suppose I 
told you that I know the President of the United States? "Whoa! Cool! Can you get me 
his autograph?" You say, "Yeah, I know the President of the United States. He's a fine 
chap. You know, he's a fat farmer in Western Kansas." You'd say, "You don't know the 
President. You're deluded. You need help if you think that's true." You don't get to make 
up who the President is. He is who he is. Christ is who he is. We don't get to redefine 
him. What makes us think, I say "us" broadly, what makes people think that they can just 
make up anything about Jesus that they want to? What kind of travesty in thinking is 
that? Would you want anyone to make up anything about you and to say that you were 
someone that you weren't? Your identity is who you are. The truth about you is who you 
are. You can't redefine that. So this doctrinal test tells us that the truth about what we 
believe is another defining mark of what it means to be a Christian. Do you believe in the 
true Christ?

Now, we've said three things, right? Moral test. Social test. Doctrinal test. Let me nail 
this down for you in a way that's really really important. What you must understand about 
these tests that John has revealed here, what God has given us in his Scripture here, the 
moral test, the social test, the doctrinal test, this is not a buffet of truth where you can 
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pick and choose what you like. Say, "Do you know what? I like the morality. I'm okay 
with the doctrine. But I'm going to pass on the loving God's people within the context of 
the body of Christ." Or, "I think it's important that we have morality, it's important for 
love but let's not get too worked up over truth. I'll take two out of three." Or, "I just like 
to feel good with people, I'll take one out of three and I'm not going to make an issue of 
truth and morality." You don't get to do that. This isn't a buffet where we pick and choose 
the ones that we like as being the proof of true salvation. No, these three tests are a 
seamless garment that cannot be separated one from another without ripping and ruining 
the whole fabric of what truth is. You see, a true Christian will, not should, will be 
someone who manifests some manner of pattern of affection for the holiness of God and 
seeing that manifested in their lives. He will do that. That's what it said, chapter 2, verses 
3 and 4. A true Christian will love the body of Christ. Not should, will. A true Christian 
will believe in the true Christ. Not should, he will. And notice this, think about it in terms 
of conjunctions if you don't like the buffet illustration, conjunctions here mean 
everything. It's the moral test and the social test and the doctrinal test that are the mark of 
a true Christian. It's not the moral test or the social test or the doctrinal test. It's not the 
moral test and/or the social test and/or. No, it's all three together. You cannot separate 
them anymore than you can separate your physical human heart from your body and 
expect to live. 

These things are joined together and what that gives to us is a much clearer, a much more 
powerful, a much more searching manner by which we can understand the nature of true 
salvation. Look, you can't read the Bible for very long before this whole idea of praying 
at the knee of your Sunday school teacher when you're six and that being the sum total of 
Christianity just becomes very unsatisfying and distasteful. What is that? No, but here we 
have something that defines the affections of man, affections for Christ and the truth 
about him, affections for the people of God, affections for the law and the word of God 
that manifest and bubble out in every area of life, that have an extensive illimitable 
impact on everything that I think, say and do. The totality of my life is brought under the 
glories of these three realms of truth and a true Christian finds that so endearing, so 
embracing that they would never want anything else. The totality of God is revealed in 
these things.

Now, with that said and we'll just close on this little last clause in verse 23, let's forget the 
false teachers, let's forget everybody else and just focus on those of us that truly know 
Christ and make this a uniquely compelling and comforting moment in your life. You 
look at those three tests and you know that you're trusting in Christ, you see evidence of 
that however imperfect it may be in your life and you say and you come to the conclusion 
and the Holy Spirit bears witness with your spirit, "I belong to God. I'm a true Christian. 
Praise be to him! I haven't arrived but I know that I am in Christ." And look at verse 23, 
what that says, "the one who confesses the Son has the Father also." If you're a true 
Christian, you have the Father of God, meaning you have entered into an eternal 
unbreakable bond with the God of the universe through his Son the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You have the indwelling Holy Spirit in an eternal relationship that will last throughout all 
of eternity. It means that your sins, which are many, are forgiven. It means that this world 
is not your home; that this life yields over into eternal blessedness where we will be with 
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him for 10,000 years and it will only be beginning and it will never grow old, it will 
never be tiring. There will just be an ever growing consciousness and deepening of the 
greatness of the glory of Christ that belongs to you. If you know Christ, that's your 
inheritance. That's what belongs to you. That is grounds to rejoice and it means that you 
just persevere in that obedience, that love, that truth. That's what we do individually, it's 
what we do collectively with a sense of joy and confidence and assurance and serenity 
that the truth of God has been manifested in my most unworthy soul and I have the Father 
and I have the Son, and best yet, they have me.

Let's pray together.

Our Father, we pray that you would just guide us and direct us and abundantly provide 
the kingdom of God to us. In the name of Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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