
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #29

“Satan’s Fall: Its Time and Location”

“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the

devil.”  (I John 3:8)

“So the Lord God said to the serpent: ‘Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on

your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.  And I will

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’” (Genesis 3:14, 15)

In dealing with the subject of unconditional election and predestination, we have expanded

the subject beyond that of man’s election to that of angelic election.  This has taken us into

the eternal purpose of God flowing out of eternity past, down through time and out into

eternity future.  We have asserted this requires the foreordination or predestination of all

things, small and large in order to achieve the end design or goal.

In the past four lessons, we have examined:

One: The Original State of Satan.  There we learned that he was created by God and given

the most honored position of being the governor over all of God’s creation, especially man. 

He was created upright and sinlessly perfect.

Two: The Moral Nature of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Here we asserted that the Kingdom of

Heaven consists of two main principles.  They are humility and servanthood.  These two

principles define greatness as seen by God as being that of “moral beings of a higher rank

of authority must be willing to condescend and serve the needs of others of equal or lower

rank in a spirit of humility.”

Three: Satan’s Fall: His Theory of Greatness.  In this message we learned that Satan’s

theory of what constitutes greatness is to become independent of God and self-sufficient so

as to be enabled to determine his own desires.  His kingdom is built upon two moral

principles: namely, pride and dominion over others.  In essence, this view says:

It is better to be served by others rather than to serve others.  

It is better to control others rather than to be controlled.

It is better to be viewed as important than unimportant.

It is better to be the greatest rather than the least.

It is better to be first rather than last.

It is better to be the master rather than the servant.
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Four: Satan’s Fall: The Occasion of It.  In this lesson, we set forth the concept that Satan

was informed that through the obedience of the creature man, man would at some time in

the future be exalted to a position of honor above that of the angels.  This would be

achieved by the eternal Son of God becoming the Son of Man and embracing, not the

nature of angels, but that of man.  Thus the probationary test of obedience for the angels

was to humble themselves and serve the lower creature of mankind.  Due to pride, Satan

could not bring himself to submit to serving a lower creature and rebelled against the role

assigned to him by his Creator.  He then set out to murder or destroy the purpose of God

for mankind.

This now brings us to the present consideration as to the time and location when Satan fell

and was cursed by God and removed from his position.

A.  THE TRADITIONAL VIEW

1.  The traditional view taken by Bible students sets forth the understanding that

Satan’s fall and judgment took place at some unknown point in time prior to his temptation

of man in the Garden of Eden, and that he was in heaven when the sin occurred and was

cast out to the earth as a result of God’s judgment.  Thus he was already under the curse

of God before he encountered Adam in the Garden.

2.  My studies have led me to embrace an entirely different conclusion relating both

to the time and place of Satan’s fall, and subsequent curse.  Before I present my

conclusions, I wish to give you the reasons why the traditional view is so widely held,

along with its shortcomings.

a.  It is based on what appears to be a logical assumption: It is  assumed or

implied that before Satan could tempt Eve and then Adam, he must himself first be a guilty

condemned sinner under the curse of God.  But this reasoning has flaws in that it assumes

that the tempting of a moral creature, like Adam and Eve, must come from a pre-existing

sinful environment to which the creature is exposed.  If the reasoning is true, it would not

explain how Satan could have first sinned, in that there was nothing in his environment

which was sinful.

b.  In James 1:13-15, we are told that sin originates in the thoughts of the

mind or heart before it brings forth sin in the actions.  The act follows the thought, not

vice-versa.  James says, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; 

for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each

one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then,
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when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,

brings forth death.”  Here, James describes sin to human conception.  The desire

precedes the act like conception precedes the birth.  Sin is not a spontaneous act, but the

result of a process.

c.  Thus, Satan could appear before Eve, not in a fallen and cursed condition,

but with a sinful desire to deceive her, which produced a sinful act resulting in her

deception, for which act Satan was cursed by God.  Genesis 3:14 says, “So the Lord God

said to the serpent: ‘Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all

cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you

shall eat dust all the days of your life.’” Thus the event in the Garden does not require

that Satan had already been cursed as a sinner prior to his appearance to Eve.

3.  The next point which the traditional view seeks to make is that 

Satan was located in heaven, and when he sinned, he was cast down to the earth.  This

involves a geographical change of location.  It is then assumed that he was cursed when

this event occurred, and had nothing to do with his temptation of Eve.  Thus, it is believed

that his sin occurred in a time prior to his appearance in the Garden of Eden and occurs in

heaven, not on the earth.

a.  Those who hold to the traditional view sometimes appeal to Luke 10:18

to support their position as to where Satan was located when he committed his great sin. 

Then “the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to

us in Your name.’  And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from

heaven.  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions,

and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.’”

b.  The disciples came back from their preaching tour rejoicing that even

Satan’s demons were subject to them.  Jesus replied that He was present when Satan

himself was cast out of heaven as quickly as a lightning bolt.  He said that you fellows saw

some of the inferior angels being forced to submit to your authority, I was there when

Satan was removed from his position of authority by God Himself.

c.  The traditional view points to this as meaning that Satan’s location was

changed from heaven to earth.  Thus Satan was located in heaven above at the time of his

sin and cursed or cast out to the earth below.  While this interpretation is both possible and

reasonable, it overlooks another possibility and a more reasonable explanation.  That

explanation is found in Luke 10:15 where Jesus said to the city of Capernaum, “And you
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Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades.”  

Capernaum, was a city of Galilee, which was the headquarters of much of Jesus’ ministry. 

Jesus placed a curse of woe upon the city because of its unrepentance despite seeing many

of His mighty works.  In verse 18 He describes the pride of the city in seeking to promote

itself into heaven, and the curse upon the city in its demotion down into hell.  Obviously,

His language is not describing a literal, physical geographical change in location.  Instead it

is referring to a position which the city desired, to make a name for itself, much like

Satan’s desire to be like the “Most High!”    

d.  I believe the correct understanding of Luke 10:18 does not describe a

change in location when Satan sinned, but Luke used the term, heaven, to refer to the

position of honor which Satan held prior to his fall, and earth is a term to describe Satan’s

demoted position of dishonor after the fall.  So it is a change of position, not a change of

location.

4.  The traditional view of Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:11-19 (Read)

a.  These are the only two major passages remaining which shed any light

upon the question as to when Satan fell, when he was cursed and where he was located

when his fall occurred.

b.  In Ezekiel 28:15,16 - These verses describe a time in which God

identifies Satan as a sinful, fallen being.

c.  In Ezekiel 28:16-19 - These verses describe the curse of God’s judgment

falling upon Satan in a two-fold manner.  First, he is removed from his high and honorable

position that he held by God’s appointment of him to be the bishop of God’s created order. 

Second, He is demoted to a state and position of disgrace and dishonor in the eyes of the

lower creatures, especially those of mankind.  He who was the highest of God’s creatures

will become the lowest, even the lowest of all the animals.

 

d.  NOTE of observation: While the passages reveal a time of Satan’s fall and

a subsequent judgment by God, they do not identify either the time or the place when

Satan fell into sin.  Both the traditional view and my alternative view are in agreement at

this state.  But the traditional view makes a conclusion based upon what appears to be a

logical conclusion.  The conclusion is that He must have fallen at some previous point of

time, and in some other location before he appeared to tempt man in the Garden of Eden. 

Thus when he tempted man, he was already under the curse of God and removed from his

position of honor.  NOTE: Those who hold to this view and demand that all Biblical truth

4

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

must be based on clear explicit evidence, I would ask, “Where is your explicit text to

support this?  You are basing your conclusion on an assumption resting on circumstantial,

not direct evidence.”

B.  MY ALTERNATIVE VIEW

1.  It was only in my study of the angels as revealed in the Bible, that I reached a

different conclusion as to the time and location of Satan’s fall.  Time will not permit me to

develop the passage in Genesis chapter three.  The Lord willing, I shall do extensively in

the next message in this series.  In the meantime, I will give you my conclusion in

advance and ask you to wait until the next message to allow me to support the conclusion.

2.  Turn now to Genesis 3:14,15.  “So the Lord God said to the serpent:

‘Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than

every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the

days of your life.  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between

your seed and her Seed;  He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His

heel.’”

a.  My conclusion is not difficult to understand, but instead, I believe it is far

more natural to the Biblical text and more reasonable to believe than that which is held by

the traditional view.

b.  My conclusion is that Satan fell and was cursed by God, not at a point of

time prior to the fall of man, but that he sinned and fell along with man at the same time

in the location of the paradise of Eden!  And that when man was expelled from his position

of overseeing the earthly paradise of Eden, Satan was expelled from his position as

overseer of his heavenly paradise.

c.  Application: Satan is to be reminded and rebuked by the believer that he

no longer has any right to control or dominate our lives.  Christ has made us “kings and

priests” (Revelation 1:6) and now we rule over him under Christ’s authority.  Thus in

James 4:7, we are told to “Submit to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from

you.”  Also in I John 4:4, “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them,

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”   Cf. John 14:30;

16:11.   

This is why it is impossible for a true Christian to be demon possessed.  Christ and Satan

will not reside in the same person at the same time.
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