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Living as Exiles in a Hostile 

World – The Epistle of 1 Peter 
 

(Part 13 – Imperishable Seed 
Creates Eternal Life)  

October 9, 2016 
 
Sermon Text:  1 Peter 1:15-16 
 
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:1-17 
 
As we saw last time, Peter quoted from 
Isaiah 40 to remind us that every 
Christian is a new creation birthed by a 
living and eternal seed, the Word of 
God – 
 
1Pe 1:14-25  As obedient children, do 
not be conformed to the passions of 
your former ignorance,  (15)  but as he 
who called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct,  (16)  since it 
is written, "You shall be holy, for I am 
holy."  (17)  And if you call on him as 
Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the 

time of your exile,  (18)  knowing that 
you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold,  (19)  but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without blemish or spot.   
 
(20)  He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake 
of you  (21)  who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from 
the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.   
 
(22)  Having purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one 
another earnestly from a pure heart,  
(23)  since you have been born again, 
not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and 
abiding word of God;  (24)  for "All 
flesh is like grass and all its glory like 
the flower of grass. The grass withers, 
and the flower falls,  (25)  but the word 
of the Lord remains forever." And this 
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word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 
 
You see once again as we review these  
 
verses what the essence of Peter’s 
message to us is –  
 
Do not live and think as you used to 
when you were ignorant and slaves to 
sin. Rather be holy as God is holy. 
Remember what God has done for 
you in Christ and remember then who 
you are now.  
 
This morning I wanted us to think 
further about this seed of the gospel 
and how it came to us – and how it 
comes to others but doesn’t ever grow 
at all or at least not to maturity.  
 
And I think the best place for us to go 
is the parable of the soils that Jesus 
told which we have already heard this 
morning in the Scripture reading. 
Listen now as Jesus goes on to explain 
that parable: 
 
Mat 13:18-23  "Hear then the parable 
of the sower: (19)  When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in 
his heart. This is what was sown along 
the path. (20)  As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, (21)  yet he has no 

root in himself, but endures for a 
while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. (22)  
As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but 
the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful. (23)  As for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and 
understands it. He indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 
in another sixty, and in another thirty." 
 
The Seed is All the Same 
 
I don’t know if Peter had this parable 
in mind or not when he wrote about 
the imperishable seed, the “good news 
that was preached to you,” but 
certainly you can see direct parallels. 
Jesus says that the seed is “the word of 
the kingdom.” That is the gospel. The 
seed is the gospel that is made alive by 
the Spirit.  
 
So the very same seed is sown in each 
case. Yet it only effectually germinates 
in one of the four soils: 
 
•   Sown along the path, evil one 

snatches it away 
•   Sown on rocky ground, received 

with joy, springs to life but as 
soon as trouble comes on 
account of the word, the plant 
dies (person falls away) 
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•   Sown among the thorns – this 
person hears the gospel but is 
immediately drawn off by the 
world and riches 

•   Sown on good soil, grows and 
bears fruit. 

 
So the seed is the same. Identical seed 
in each case. Everyone is given the 
same message. 
 
But…. 
 
But the Soil is Not all the Same 
 
The sinner must hear and understand 
the gospel. We see in this parable the 
duties required of the hearer. But we 
also see the sovereign action of the 
Lord in the fact that not everyone has 
soil prepared to receive the seed. This 
is a mystery that we cannot fully 
comprehend, yet it is true. 
 
Not all sinners are the same. And not 
every single sinner is the same at 
various points in their life. The seed of 
the gospel must “land” on soil, on a 
heart, that hears and understands. And 
even after that, when it does 
effectually germinate and bring a new 
creation into being, the crop of fruit 
produced varies.   
 
And There is An Enemy at Work 
 
So we see that familiar unholy trinity 
at work here as well: the world, the 

flesh, and the devil. The devil plucks 
away the seed. How? Well, we know 
he is the father of lies. His lies oppose 
the gospel and in so many cases cause 
the person to reject the seed.  
 
The world is at work in that so many 
people are worried about wealth and 
all anxious about worldly affairs. The 
seed is not received. 
 
Then perhaps the devil is also at work 
in the case of the soil where the seed 
germinates and is received with joy – 
but only for a short while. Because as 
soon as trouble comes along because 
of the word, this class of person bails.   
 
In light of all this opposition, it is 
incredible that any of the seed 
germinates – but it does. It does 
exactly what Peter is talking about. 
And with all of this opposition to the 
seed freshly in our minds, listen again 
to Peter tell us what happened to us: 
 
1Pe 1:23-25  since you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and 
abiding word of God;  (24)  for "All 
flesh is like grass and all its glory like 
the flower of grass. The grass withers, 
and the flower falls,  (25)  but the word 
of the Lord remains forever." And this 
word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 
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Our response to this is thanksgiving. 
Think about it. What were the odds? 
One in four at best, and certainly not 
even that good because we know that 
there are not an equal number of 
people in each of those 4 categories in 
Jesus’ parable. One in….  Yet the 
Word set down roots IN YOU. So that 
you have been born again but this time 
around born of imperishable seed so 
that YOU are imperishable now.   
 
Joh 3:6  That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 
 
This is the sovereign hand of God in 
preparing us. We are indeed “elect 
exiles.”  
 
So, let us be holy as God is holy. Let 
us love one another from a pure heart, 
sincerely. And put to death the 
cravings and deeds of the flesh by the 
Spirit.   
 
Some thoughts on Grace 
 
This picture of the soils with only one 
being prepared to receive the seed is a 
portrait of the grace God has shown us 
in Christ. Grace. Undeserved favor. 
And I think that this is what Peter is 
calling on us to remember when he 
writes these things: 
 
•   He has caused us to be born 

again to a living hope 

•   Your are ransomed with the 
precious blood of Christ 

•   You have been born again of 
imperishable seed – raised up 
now as an imperishable new 
creation 

 
This is all pure grace.  
 
And grace is an anchor for our souls. I 
want to show you how it is vital for us 
to constantly dwell on the fact that it is 
by grace that we are saved through 
faith, not by anything we have done or 
have not done. 
 
Let me show you. 
 
Eph 6:11-18  Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the schemes of the devil.  (12)  
For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places.  (13)  Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand 
firm.  (14)  Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness,  (15)  and, as shoes for 
your feet, having put on the readiness 
given by the gospel of peace.  (16)  In 
all circumstances take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish 
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all the flaming darts of the evil one;  
(17)  and take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God,  (18)  praying at all 
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication. To that end keep alert 
with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints, 
 
Consider in this description of the 
Christian’s armor that the grace of 
God shown to us in Christ is connected 
with every single piece of the armor.  
 
•   Truth 
•   Righteousness 
•   Peace 
•   Faith 
•   Salvation 
•   Word of God 

 
And all of this armor is designed to 
enable us to do what? To withstand 
and even launch a counter-offensive 
against the devil’s attacks. 
 
Now, what do we know for certain 
about the devil’s attacks? Just look at 
Galatians for instance. How did the 
enemy agents attack the churches? By 
denying grace. They wove works into 
the gospel so it was no gospel. And as 
soon as that happens, people who were 
free in Christ get into bondage. 
 
Here is how it works. Guilt and shame. 
There you are, laying in bed at night 
trying to go to sleep. Or something 

negative happens to you. Someone 
says something that hurts you. What 
happens? Here come these thoughts. 
They are accusations really. Is the 
devil behind them every time? How 
does he communicate these destructive 
messages to us? I don’t know but 
between the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, these attacks come. 
 
And you begin to think.  
 
•   There was that time that I lied 

(cheated, stole, committed 
immorality….) 

•   I always mess up in a 
circumstance like that 

•    I failed that test 
•   I am no good at…. 
•   God is angry with me today 

because… 
•   This bad thing happened to me 

because I…. 
•   It was my fault. I never should 

have… 
 
One of the healing things that God 
does for us in Christ is to purify our 
conscience.  
 
Heb 9:13-14  For if the blood of goats 
and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled 
persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the 
flesh,  (14)  how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without 
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blemish to God, purify our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living 
God. 
 
So what Satan does, or our own sinful 
flesh, or accusers from the world, is to 
come along and try to work our 
conscience against us again. So that we 
feel guilty again. And that guilt – 
 

DRIVES US BACK TO 
PERFORMANCE AND WORKS AS 

A BASIS FOR OUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

 
The remedy? The armor – the armor of 
the grace of God in Christ that is ours.  
 
Listen to Martin Luther on this from 
his commentary on Galatians – 
 
“I have to deal with Satan and with 
those vipers, Satan’s instruments, who 
try to rob me of the righteousness of 
Christ, who was raised from the dead 
by God the Father. By him alone we 
are made righteous and will also be 
raised on the last day from death to 
everlasting life. But those who try to 
overthrow the righteousness of Christ 
like this are resisting the Father and the 
son and the work of them both. 
 
Christ rose again to make us righteous, 
and in so doing he has overcome the 
law, sin, death, and hell. Christ’s 
victory, then, is the overcoming of the 

law, sin, our flesh, the world, the devil, 
death, hell, and all evils. This victory 
he has given to us. So, although these 
tyrants, our enemies, accuse us and 
make us afraid, they cannot drive us to 
despair or condemn us, for Christ, 
whom God the Father has raised from 
the dead, is our righteousness and 
victory. Therefore, ‘thanks be to God! 
He gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’” 
 
Do you understand this and grasp it? 
The righteousness of Christ is that 
righteousness by which we are 
justified before God completely and 
fully, and it is the righteousness OF 
CHRIST, not of ourselves. OF 
CHRIST. It is totally by grace.  
 
Yet we have within ourselves, in our 
fallen flesh, a kind of default setting 
that continually works to drag us back 
into our performance, our doings, our 
works, our own righteousness. And it 
is this bent in our flesh that the enemy 
works so diligently to use against us.   
 
Let’s take an example of our school 
days. High school, at least the one I 
went to, was quite largely one big 
popularity contest. This contest can, if 
we permit it, dominate our thinking 
and will continue into our adult years 
in the places where we work or even in 
the church. It can even persist in our 
own imaginations even if the place we 
work does not emphasize it. Popularity 



 7 

contest. Who is the most popular? That 
kind of thing you see. 
 
Now, popularity contests are totally 
performance based. They look to 
things like: 
 
•   Physical appearance 
•   Social status and connections 
•   Athletic ability 
•   Scholastic ability 
•   Race 
•   Handicaps 

 
This contest is soooo powerful that 
some people who fail in it go home 
and kill themselves. 
 
Now, as bad as all that is in our 
relationships with people, it gets 
exponentially more serious when we 
extrapolate this kind of approach to 
life to our relationship with God.  And 
to some degree, all of us still tend to 
do this. Listen to Luther again: 
 
“The Gospel is a doctrine that teaches 
a far higher matter than the wisdom, 
righteousness, and religion of the 
world; it teaches free forgiveness of 
sins through Christ. But the world 
prefers its own things instead of the 
Creator and tries to get rid of sin, be 
delivered from death, and earn 
everlasting life in its own way. The 
Gospel condemns this…Therefore, 
with what appears to be holy and 
righteous zeal, the world persecutes 

this doctrine and abhors its teachers 
and adherents as the greatest plague on 
earth.  
Your flesh, the world, and the devil 
abhor grace.  
 
We must take up the armor of grace if 
we are going to stand against the 
attacks that surely come. Bought by 
precious blood. Soil of our hearts 
prepared by God to receive the gospel 
seed. Grace, you see. 
 
Luther goes on – 
 
“This most excellent righteousness – 
that of faith, I mean – which God 
imputes to us through Christ, without 
works – [ie it is not a popularity 
contest] – is neither political nor 
ceremonial, nor is it the righteousness 
of God’s law [he who DOES it shall 
live], nor does it consist in works. It is 
quite the opposite; that is to say, it is 
passive, whereas the others [other 
kinds of righteousness] are active. We 
do nothing in this matter; we give 
nothing to God but simply receive and 
allow someone ELSE to work in us – 
that is, God.  
 
“This is a righteousness hidden in a 
mystery that the world does not know. 
Even Christians themselves do not 
thoroughly understand it and can 
hardly grasp it in their temptations. 
Therefore it must be diligently taught 
and continually practiced.  
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AND WHOEVER DOES NOT 

UNDERSTAND THIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS WHEN 

AFFLICTED AND FRIGHTENED IN 
CONSCIENCE MUST BE 

OVERTHROWN, FOR NOTHING 
COMFORTS OUR CONSCIENCE 
SO FIRMLY AND SECURELY AS 
THIS PASSIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 
There it is!!  What is your trouble this 
morning, Christian? Shame? Guilt? 
Accusations? Rejection by people? 
Not doing well in the popularity 
contest? Painful things in your life? 
 
GRACE in Christ is the armor with 
which to meet all of these things. 
Grace. The fact that our acceptance 
with God, our salvation, our adoption 
as His children, is NOT based at all on 
OUR performance, but upon the 
performance already completed by 
Christ. It’s covered. All of it. Paid for. 
Now we relate to God as our Father. 
We obey Him because we love Him 
and when we sin we grieve over it and 
repent because we love Him and want 
to please Him, not because His wrath 
is on us based upon how well we do 
each day. 
 
Grace. These are the things Peter is 
reminding us of. And we need to be 
reminded very, very often.   


