
Wage the Good Warfare 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 27:1-5       Hymn #490-  Onward Christian Soldiers 
1st Scripture:  2 Timothy 4:1-8             Hymn Insert-  By Faith 
2nd Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:18-20                                   Hymn Insert-  O Church Arise 

Introduction: 

 Paul began to address the main purpose of this letter in verses 3-7, where he stated the 

following:  "As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may 

charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 

which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.  Now the purpose of the 

commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, from 

which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, 

understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm." 

 From here, Paul digressed into a brief explanation of the true use of God's Law (vs. 8-11),  

contrary to the way, in which, it was being misused by the false teachers, and this further led him 

to give a general description of his own testimony, as one who himself, evidenced the 

exceedingly abundant grace of God as the only source of Paul's righteousness.  To this end, Paul 

was a pattern to all who would be saved, after him.   

 This morning, we find Paul returning then to his original charge, addressing the main 

purpose of his letter, "As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you 

may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless 

genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith."  And this will 

compel Paul to give further pertinent instructions to Timothy, addressing the way, in which, life 

in the church ought to be conducted. 

I.  Wage the Good Warfare 

 And so, we begin in verse 18, "This charge I commit to you, son Timothy..."  What 

charge?  Again, the charge that Paul gave back in verse 3, that "some teach no other doctrine, nor 
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give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification 

which is in faith."  

 "This important charge, I entrust to you Timothy, to preserve the essential doctrine of the 

church from the dangerous, destructive and divisive teachings, which some have embraced and 

are seeking to teach others."  "I charge you to do this, and to fulfill your office and role," 

"according to the prophecies previously made concerning you..." 

 What prophecies is Paul speaking about here, which Timothy ought to call to mind, as a 

motivation for delivering and enacting Paul's charge?  Let me give you two Scriptures, which I 

believe can help us better grasp what Paul is speaking about here.   

 1) Read Acts 12:25-13:3.  Here, we find that after Paul and Barnabas had fulfilled a 

particular calling, in seeking to help establish the church at Antioch, and in delivering much 

needed financial relief to the church at Jerusalem because of a severe famine, they had returned 

to Antioch (with Mark) and were seeking the will of God concerning them, for their next 

ministerial move.  And, we find here that by means of prophecy, the Holy Spirit set them apart 

for the specific task of missions.  And having fasted and prayed together, they laid hands on Paul 

and Barnabas and sent them off.  And so, to this end, we can clearly see that Paul and Barnabas 

were given a direct Word from God (via a handful of prophets), which was to motivate them to 

let nothing shake them from the Holy Spirit directed task/mission to which they were called.   

 2) Read 1 Timothy 4:14.  Here, we find that Timothy was likewise set apart for a specific 

calling unto the gospel ministry, affirmed by prophecy, which indicated that the Holy Spirit was 

ultimately the Source of this calling.  And likewise, through the laying on of the hands of the 

eldership, he was gifted and suited for this calling.   

 And so, when Paul gives this charge to Timothy, he reminds him of the fact that Timothy 

was called to this ministry by none other than the Holy Spirit Himself, affirmed by prophecy and 

sanctioned by the laying on of the hands of the eldership.  If Timothy was somewhat timid, as we 

might suspect, this would definitely serve as a compelling motivation for him to "gird up his 

loins," letting nothing shake him from the task at hand in Ephesus.   

 And so, that is why Paul states, "Timothy, my son (notice, while speaking soberly, Paul 

speaks tenderly and affectionately, as well...a good balance) take this charge and execute it, there 
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in Ephesus, according to the prophetic oracles, which were made concerning you."  And 

continuing on, Paul adds, "that by them (by these prophecies; by the Word of God, specifically 

commissioning him unto his present charge) you may wage the good warfare..."  You see, it is by 

means of the rock solid Word of God, given concerning Timothy; it is God's stamp of 

authorization upon what Timothy is called to do, that Timothy ought to be compelled to wage the 

good warfare, fighting the good fight, and fulfilling his mission, in the face of any and all 

opposition. 

 Now brethren, before we consider the remainder of this verse, it is important to 

understand something critical here.  It is important for us to understand the primary substance of 

the war, which Paul is addressing here.  War, in any sense, would seem serious.  War, in the 

kingdom of God sense is absolutely most serious.  And so, it is vitally important that we 

understand that the war that Paul is addressing here, is centered upon guarding and preserving 

God's truth.  This is a war (not simply a singular battle), but an all out, full blown war, which 

centers upon true doctrine!  Timothy was commissioned by God, as a General in His army, who 

would primarily, even to the threat of his own life, be called to war against those who would seek 

to compromise the Gospel and all of the pure and sound doctrine that is associated with that 

gospel.  And that, brethren, is the essential substance of this context and the crux of this entire 

letter!   

 While ministers of the gospel are no longer set apart unto the ministry via prophecy (the 

foundation of the church has been laid by the Apostles and the Prophets in the first century, and 

we have a completed canon of Scripture, which teaches us that the Holy Spirit utilizes the church 

to recognize, ordain, call and set apart ministers of the gospel), yet, the primary substance of the 

war, which we are still waging today, is centered upon the same essential issue, namely, the 

preservation and proclamation of God's Holy truth (biblical doctrine) in the face of the constant 

pressure and threat to compromise.  And in that sense, nothing really has changed.  The 

infrastructure of the church fights to adhere to the foundation, which the first century apostles 

fought to lay down. 
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 All of that said, let us continue on then with Paul's charge: "This charge I commit to you, 

son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you 

may wage the good warfare, having faith and a good conscience..." 

 Again, within the context of maintaining doctrinal purity, Paul here charges Timothy to 

avoid compromise, by having faith and a good conscience.  To wage the good warfare; to stand 

firm on the truth, which will be challenged on many fronts, in the face of physical threats and a 

natural temptation toward the fear of man, Paul exhorts Timothy to have faith; to ground his 

confidence continually and unbudgingly in the Word of God (concerning the prophecies made 

about him and the true doctrines found in God's Word); to let nothing, whatsoever, shake him  

from the truth that has been entrusted to him by God.  And he is to maintain a good conscience 

unto serving this end.  He is to maintain a good conscience by not compromising with the 

teachings and traditions of men.  And the implication here, is, of course, that to compromise the 

truth of God's Word, so as to appease men, for any reason, whatsoever, is to mar and tarnish the 

conscience before God.  But to stand upon the truth, even in very unfavorable circumstances; 

even in the face of any threat (loss of material possessions, loss of financial support, loss of 

life...etc), is to maintain a clear conscience before God, in this contextual respect. 

 The examples that Paul will now give, confirm all that I am saying here.  Notice, he adds, 

"...having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have 

suffered shipwreck, of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they 

may learn not to blaspheme" (vs. 19-20).  

 Here, Paul gives two examples of men, who have not persevered in maintaining doctrinal 

purity; those who have perhaps had a profession of faith at one time, but have since gone off 

course, rejecting the responsibility of maintaining a good conscience, ultimately making 

shipwreck of the faith they once professed.  They have run the ship of doctrinal integrity 

aground, having embraced heresies and false teachings, searing their consciences with a hot iron, 

as it were.  The nerves of conviction have been so violated that they have been numbed and 

hardened, such that they are no longer capable of warning and successfully pulling the mind and 

heart back from the certain disaster of embracing false teachings.   

�  of �4 8



 What, if anything, can we dig up about these men, which would perhaps, serve to help us 

better understand the gist of Paul's warning here?  Well, in the immediate context, we find that 

they were blasphemers of some sort.  And so, in some way, they have spoken of God what is 

untrue about God.  In other words, it is not just that they have themselves believed falsely (which 

is bad enough), but rather, they have further disseminated their heresies to others, taking it upon 

themselves to be teachers of some sort.  And in this sense, they are said to have blasphemed 

(slandered) God, by appealing to the consciences of others with their ungodly teachings.  For this 

reason, Paul had excommunicated them from the church, delivering them over to Satan, with the 

hope that in some way, Satan might physically afflict them, leading them to run back to Christ in 

repentance of their blasphemy.  But, is there anything more specific given, concerning their 

blasphemies?  I believe so. 

 1) Hymenaeus:  Read 2 Timothy 2:14-19.  Here, once again, we have further 

confirmation that the issue which Paul is addressing is doctrinal purity.  Notice, Hymanaeus is 

also mentioned here (along with a man named Philetus), and they are accused of "straying from 

the truth (making shipwreck of the faith), saying that the resurrection is already past; and they 

overthrow the faith of some."  And so, similar to a problem that we had found infiltrating the 

church at Thessalonica (when we worked through the two letters of Paul to the Thessalonians), 

here we find Hymanaeus teaching the heresy that the resurrection of the dead has already past.  

In other words, Christ had already returned, and the resurrection had already taken place.  And in 

teaching this, notice, he was "overthrowing the faith of some."  Needless to say, this doctrinal 

regression was very serious.   

 2) Alexander:  Read 2 Timothy 4:14&15.  Some believe that this is the same Alexander 

from our present text.  If so, at the least, here we find that, in some way, he had greatly resisted 

Paul's (and his companions) words, indicating some form of doctrinal contradiction, which 

brought Paul a lot of trouble and harm. 

 And so, all in all, we find Paul here, exhorting Timothy to fight the good fight, primarily 

by preserving the sanctity of the truth, in the face of significant doctrinal compromise.  Timothy 

was called to take a stand against the false teachings being perpetuated by some within the 

church at Ephesus, concerning fables, endless genealogies and false teachings about the law.  His 
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calling (backed by prophecy) was a significant motivation to this end.  God has called him to 

faithfully protect and preserve His truth, at any expense.  And so, he must take a stand and 

contend with those who were contradicting the truth, which did harm to both the gospel and the 

unity of the church.  [Ill. Martin Luther and his 95 Theses, dealing especially with indulgences 

and the doctrine of "sola fide" (justification by faith alone) -- got him in a heap of trouble] 

II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications  

 Having worked through our main text for this morning, brethren, let us now conclude our 

time by considering a few closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) Brethren, at the very basic level, let us be reminded by this text (along with the whole 

of what the Scriptures teach), that we are in a war.  Again, not simply a single battle, but a 

lifelong war.  And while this certainly includes warring against our flesh, and seeking to pursue 

Christ-likeness, at the very root of the entire war, is a war of ideas.  It is a doctrinal war.  It is a 

war of seeking to stand upon, protect and proclaim God's truth, in a world full of numerous 

contrary teachings and ideas.  It is a cultural war, not of one physical race against another, but 

rather of the Christian culture (the culture that is defined by the commands of Christ) against 

every other culture, which sets itself up against the culture of Christ!  And our mission is to tear 

down spiritual strongholds, by bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.  It is a 

mission of proclaiming "Thus saith the Lord," in opposition to "Hath God indeed said?"  And this 

type of war will lead you to be mocked and despised by others.  It will lead you to be rejected by 

others.  It will lead others to classify you as unloving or wrongfully biased or as a bigot of sorts.  

And, in time, it may very well even lead to the harming or taking of your physical life. 

 But, all in all, if we are going to fight the good fight, then we must begin by rousing 

ourselves out of the American Dream, unto the realization that we are actually in a war.  At the 

very basic level, if we don't process this reality, everyday of our lives, we will be useless for the 

kingdom of God, and we will gradually be led to compromise.  Do you see yourself as in a 

spiritual war?  Are you in the daily battle, possessing and clinging to the truth of God's Word, 

fighting to convey that truth to others, in word and in deed.  Do you see your daily conflicts and 

challenges as random events, or as providential appointments, ordained by God for your 
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sanctification and for bearing the light of Christ in the midst of such great darkness?  Recognize 

that you are in a war. 

 2) See the urgent need to ensure that we are constantly living under the governing 

motivation of God's Word, such that we have a settled conviction in the depths of our souls 

(prayed over daily), declaring, at all times, that we will commit our lives to the will of God, at 

any expense.  Paul reminded Timothy of the prophecies concerning him, so that Timothy would 

have every bit of motivation and confidence to fight the good fight, standing upon the truth, in 

the face of a temptation to compromise in accordance with the false teachers.  Timothy had to 

stand against them by focusing on his calling by God.  Like Jesus, he had to set his face like a 

flint, unto fulfilling the mission given him by God.  If he had a one track mind, it was, "I must 

finish the race and solemnly testify to the gospel of God's grace in Christ!" 

 And brethren, let such a calling drive us.  We may not have the calling of a gospel 

minister, but we all have the general calling of Christ upon our souls, calling us to be lights in the 

midst of a wicked, perverse and unbelieving generation.  Look at your own daily context, 

brethren, and consider that you may be the only light that those who surround you, have.  Let 

your light so shine before men, that they may see your good deeds, and glorify your Father, who 

is in heaven!  Guard your heart, and guard your doctrine.  Keep the faith, and don't sin against 

your conscience, lest you sear it with a hot iron, and silence its voice, numbing it from steering 

you away from danger and back toward the truth.  Your conscience is your friend, and though it 

may smite you with terror at times, "the blows of a friend are better than the kisses of an enemy."   

 3) Finally, to those of you who are outside of Jesus Christ, know that ideas have 

consequences.  From the beginning of time, God has given His Word, and from the beginning of 

time, His Word has been questioned and rejected by many.  And the consequences of such 

rejection have brought death into this world.   And that death is twofold.  Yes, there is physical 

death; the separating of the soul from the body.  But then, there is also the second death; the final 

judgment, where lost souls are cast into outer darkness forever; where there is an unending 

chorus of terror...of weeping and gnashing of teeth!  Will you continue on in your unbelief?  Or 

will you this day, hear the call of God upon your soul, calling you to repent of your sins and turn, 

in faith, to Jesus Christ?  God help you!  [Ill: Russian Roulette...how many would play with one 
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bullet even, in six chambers or even more, if I took out a revolver now?  Why then would you 

gamble with your never dying soul?] 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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