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In Romans 8 the Apostle Paul speaks of “the bondage of corruption” (8:21). Another way of 
saying it is “enslavement to decay.” This is manifest in the inevitable decline of all living 
creation from the sublime perfection in which it was created. It is evident in “the sufferings of 
this present time” (8:18), which are accompanied by our “groaning and travailing in pain” (8:22, 
23). Paul also described the creation as being “made subject to vanity” (8:20). This is an effect of 
the curse of sin.

Paul’s descriptions focus upon the physical creation that we experience, that which is perceived 
by our five senses. But this bondage extends to the unseen world as well. Not only our bodies, 
but our spirits also are enslaved. Scripture describes this condition as being “dead in trespasses 
and sin” (Eph. 2:1, 5).

In this condition, man does not seek God (Rom. 3:11). Human nature is set against God, so that 
in our natural state we are enemies of God (5:10), children of the Devil, not of God (John 8:44), 
and “by nature the children of wrath” (Eph. 2:3). 

In Romans 5 Scripture describes this condition as originating in Adam’s sin, the history of which 
is recorded in Genesis 3. “By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). The sin of Adam infected everyone 
who has descend from him. Therein both the bodies and the natures of all mankind are enslaved 
by “the bondage of corruption.”

We are “shapen in iniquity,” conceived under the curse of sin, and we enter this world infected 
with that curse (Psa. 51:5). This is why no child needs to be taught to lie, to act selfishly, to be 
lazy, to steal or to hate. Each is born with a sinful nature, contaminated with the curse that is 
exhibited by these wicked thoughts and wicked actions.

This condition was described well in the Belgic Confession. “Man was originally formed after 
the image of God. His understanding was adorned with a true and saving knowledge of his 
Creator, and of spiritual things; his heart and will were upright; all his affections pure and the 
whole man was holy; but revolting from God by the instigation of the devil, and abusing the 
freedom of his own will, he forfeited these excellent gifts; and on the contrary entailed on 
himself blindness of mind, horrible darkness, vanity and perverseness of judgment, became 
wicked, rebellious, and obdurate in heart and will, and impure in his affections.

“Man after the fall begat children in his own likeness. A corrupt stock produced a corrupt 
offspring. Hence all the posterity of Adam, Christ only excepted, have derived corruption from 
their original parents, not by imitation, as the Pelagians of old asserted, but by the propagation of 
a vicious nature.

“Therefore all men are conceived in sin, and by nature children of wrath, incapable of saving 
good, prone to evil, dead in sin, and in bondage thereto, and without the regenerating grace of the 
Holy Spirit, they are neither able nor willing to return to God, to reform the depravity of their 
nature, nor to dispose themselves to reformation.”



This condition can be corrected only by the new birth, of which Jesus spoke to Nicodemas when 
He said, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7).


