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There are lots of ways that people try to find out what the future holds. Some people 

use astrology. Other people use Ouija boards. Some people try “lucky dipping” in the pages of 
Scripture, bypassing the meaning and the study of Scripture. Some people try talking to 
ghosts. These methods are ungodly and unscriptural, besides which they don't work, unless 
one wishes to become demon-possessed. God has a much better way, and we get a good 
picture of what that looks like in our passage. We can phrase the question better, too: how 
can we know what God's will is for our lives? God's answer to that is that in the Old 
Testament, His will was revealed in many different ways, but now that Jesus Christ has come, 
God reveals Himself to us in Jesus Christ. 

Last week, we looked at the majority of the priest's clothing. We saw that the priest was 
a picture of the tabernacle. He was a walking tabernacle, only the degree of holiness is 
reversed. In the tabernacle, the further inside you go, the holier the place. In the priest's 
garments, the most common clothes were the underclothes, and the most holy clothes were 
on the outside. The ephod was made of the same material as the veil that separated the holy 
place from the most holy place. If we follow that thought to its logical conclusion, we will see 
that the breastpiece is the equivalent of the most holy place and the ark, and that the Urim 
and Thummim are the equivalent of the tablets that go in that ark. We saw that this means we 
must always look outside ourselves for salvation and for grace, for our own hearts are 
desperately wicked. Let's look in detail at this breastpiece. 

The first thing to notice is that it is made of the same cloth as the ephod and as the veil 
of the most holy place. The NKJV translates the word as “breastplate.” That is a fine 
translation, as long as we remember that this breastplate is NOT made of metal, but of fabric. 
The only metal mentioned is that of the chains and the rings in verses 22ff. The fabric is made 
into a rectangle, which is then folded in half to make a square that will serve as a sort of 
pouch for the Urim and Thummim. 

The second thing to notice is the rich gems that are placed in the settings of gold, as 
chapter 39 tells us. The identity of most of these gems is not precisely known. That is why you 
can look at several translations and see completely different gems listed. What we do know, 
from verse 21 is that the gems represented the people of Israel. Each tribe had their name on 
one of those gems. These gems were set in four rows. Most of the time people think of these 
four rows as being similar to four lines of writing, one row right above the other. It is far more 
likely, however, that the four rows of gems were in the shape of a box around the edge of the 
breastpiece, in order to match up with the configuration of the tribes around the tabernacle, 
and to symbolize all four points of the compass. There were three tribes on each side of the 
tabernacle, and there were three gems on each side of the square of the breastpiece. As the 
people of God were centered on worship, so also were they centered on God's revelation, 
which is the significance of the Urim and the Thummim, as we will see in a bit. 

These gems in that configuration underline the importance of the priest representing the 
people before God. The breastpiece was worn over the heart, and this is even mentioned in 
verse 29. The people of God were always to be on the heart of the priest as he went before 
the Lord to minister. The priest never ministered for himself alone. He represented the people 
before God, and he represented God before the people. 

The priest was necessary because of sin. The priest symbolized an attempt to return 



back to Eden. We see these gems again in Ezekiel 28:13. In the midst of a lamentation for the 
king of Tyre, Ezekiel says these words: “You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and 
perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your 
covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and 
emerald with gold.” These are not a full listing of the twelve gems in Exodus 28, but they 
include nine of the same gems in a reference back to the garden of Eden. Genesis 2:12 tells 
us that there was gold and precious stones associated with the land of Havilah, connected to 
Eden, out of which those four rivers ran in all four points of the compass. Truly, the place 
where God and man meet is a precious place, marked out by precious stones! Eden, of 
course, was an earthly copy of the heavenly temple, as have all replicas that followed it: the 
tabernacle, the temple, the new temple promised by Ezekiel, and realized in Revelation 21. 
As G. K. Beale argues in one of his books, part of Adam and Eve's job was to expand the 
garden of Eden until it filled the entire earth. They were to expand the Garden of Eden in all 
four directions. The place where God meets man needs to be larger than just a garden or the 
most holy place. And so we look forward to the new heavens and new earth, when the 
dwelling place of God with man will include the entire universe. 

Revelation 21 is where these gems make their final appearance. Starting in verse 15, 
we have the accounting of the cubic city, which matches the cube of the most holy place, 
which corresponds to the square of the breastpiece: 

And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its 
wall. The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he 
measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, 
and height are equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction 
of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The 
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: 
the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the 
fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the 
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the 
twelfth amethyst.

You can see that there is a movement from the gems being on the breastpiece of the 
priest to being the adornment of the foundations of the wall. New Testament scholar G. 
K. Beale explains it this way: “The logic in transferring the jewels of the breastpiece to 
the city-temple's wall and foundations lies partly in the fact that Aaron's garments in 
general were meant to be a small replica of the earthly tabernacle, which itself was 
modeled on the heavenly tabernacle. And even the bejewelled breastpiece was 
intended to be a scaled-down version of the holy of holies (where God's shekinah 
glory dwelt), which itself was to be a reflection of the heavenly holy of holies. The 
breastpiece was made of the same material and formed in the same square shape as 
the holy of holies.” We might simply add here that the new Jerusalem is the bride of 
Christ, the church, perfected and cleansed of all her impurities, and encompassing the 
whole world after it has come down from heaven as a bride adorned for her husband. 

We have to ask a vital question at this point: how is it that all this will happen? 
Well, we can confidently say that it was not because of the OT priests. Their clothing 
might have been holy on the outside, but they were less than holy on the inside. If all 
the world is to be cleansed, inside and out, then we need a priest who is Himself clean 



inside and out. We also need a priest who lives for eternity. Those OT priests had the 
unfortunate habit of dying in office all the time. As Hebrews says (I think Paul had a 
wry smile on his face when he wrote it), they just kept on getting disqualified from the 
priesthood by dying off. Dying is certainly a significant disqualification from the 
priesthood. But we have a great high priest who has risen from the dead. He carries 
us, His people, on His heart all the time. Our names are engraved on His heart in a 
much more permanent way than names on gemstones. The breastpiece was fastened 
to the ephod by golden chains, so that the breastpiece would not come undone from 
the ephod. No accident was to separate the people of God from their mediator. We 
have a much better Mediator now. Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ, 
who binds us to Himself with much more than golden chains. Nothing less than the 
Holy Spirit Himself binds us to Jesus Christ. And so the breastpiece of the priest's 
robes shows us the person and work of Christ, not only in how He saves us, but also 
in how He will redeem the entire creation, and make a new place that will be better 
than Eden and will encompass the entire universe, and into which no Satanic intruder 
can enter. 

In applying this truth to our lives, we will recognize that Jesus' priesthood has 
two main aspects, which correspond to the two main categories of salvation. Jesus 
offered a once for all sacrifice of Himself for our sin. This corresponds to our once for 
all repentance and coming to faith in Jesus Christ. The second main aspect is Jesus' 
continuing intercession for His people. This corresponds to our constant need for His 
help and sustaining power. Is Jesus your great high priest in both of these ways? Do 
you look to Him for salvation from sin's guilt and from its power?   

That is God's will for our lives: that we be clean and perfected people of God 
living in the new heavens and the new earth. How to get there is a little more 
complicated than merely stating the goal. The people of Israel had various ways in 
which God revealed His will for their lives. When God revealed Himself to the 
prophets, for instance, He used dreams, trances, direct revelation, prophetic 
symbolism (usually carried out in bizarre actions that were meant to symbolize 
important spiritual truth), and the Urim and Thummim. The Urim and Thummim were 
for the priests, not the later prophets. This demonstrates that the priests were in 
charge of God's revelation in the early days of Israel's history. With the passing of the 
revelation torch to the prophets, the Urim and the Thummim eventually walked off the 
stage of history, especially when fuller revelation came along in New Testament times. 

But what were the Urim and Thummim? There are many answers to that 
question, just about as many answers to that question as there are people who have 
attempted to answer the question. Whatever they were, they could fit in the pouch that 
was made. There are many examples of the Urim and Thummim being used in 
Scripture, and some other places where they might have been used, but were not 
mentioned. They could give yes or no answers, but they could also be silent, and they 
could on occasion give more than a yes or no answer. Therefore it is unlikely that they 
were some kind of dice. The name “Urim” means “lights” and the name “Thummim” 
means “perfections.” The terms could actually go together to mean “perfect lights.” 
This suggests something that might light up or glow in answer to the questions put to 
it. Moses does not explain what they are, which suggests that Israel has had them for 
a while already. Of course, God has already been leading His people with a greater 



light in the pillar of cloud and fire. The Urim and Thummim were something that would 
answer more intricate and involved questions. Verse 30 speaks of a very important 
function of the Urim and Thummim: they were for judgment. The likelihood is that 
every time you see the phrase “inquire of the Lord” in the Old Testament, the Urim and 
the Thummim were involved. They were a way of finding out God's will. 

Their very names, however, point us to something better. “Perfect light” is much 
more clearly present in the Bible as a finished whole. And we have the Holy Spirit 
given to the church today. What more perfect light could we imagine that the Holy 
Spirit working through the Word of God? Look no further if you wish to know what 
God's will for your life is. The revealed things of the Holy Scripture are for us and for 
our children. We cannot know God's decree anyway, for that is His secret will. But the 
revealed things belong to us and to our children, as Deuteronomy tells us. Look for 
God's will in the Word, not out of it. And look for God's will through the meaning of the 
text, not through “lucky dipping.” As 2 Peter tells us, we have the more sure prophetic 
word. What is written down by the apostles and prophets is that more sure prophetic 
word. You can have it in your hands. You can read it and study it. In it you will find the 
beautiful picture of Jesus Christ, the great high priest, on whose heart is engraved our 
names. The promise is given to us in Revelation 2:17: “To him who overcomes...I will 
give a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except 
him who receives it.”  


