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There is a horror to be understood.  Abraham, Abraham, you must understand the horror.  I 

will explain it to you.  The seed is going to come, but the disease is very great.  Israel will 

bring forth the seed, but the horror will be very great. 

 

Horror:  the word indicates something beyond fear; beyond terror   Song of Moses, before he 

died.  24  They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter 

destruction: I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the 

dust. 25  The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young man and the 

virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs. 26  I said, I would scatter them into 

corners, I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among men: 

 

Introduction:  Calvin on Gene. 15:12:  

“It is, however, to be observed, that before one son is given to Abram, he hears that his 

seed shall be, for a long time, in captivity and slavery. For thus does the Lord deal with 

his own people; he always makes a beginning from death, so that by quickening the 

dead, he the more abundantly manifests his power.  

 

“It was necessary, in part, on Abram’s account, that this should have been declared; but 

the Lord chiefly had regard to his posterity, lest they should faint in their sufferings, of 

which, however, the Lord had promised a joyful and happy issue; especially since their 

long continuance would produce great weariness.  

 

“And three things are, step by step, brought before them; first, that the sons of Abram 

must wander four hundred years, before they should attain the promised inheritance; 

secondly, that they should be slaves; thirdly that they were to be inhumanly and 

tyrannically treated. Wherefore the faith of Abram was admirable and singular, seeing 

that he acquiesced in an oracle so sorrowful, and felt assured, that God would be his 

Deliverer, after his miseries had proceeded to their greatest height.” 

 

Israel would be subjected to the greatest darkness before the salvation would come:  Horrible, 

horrible darkness that they would richly deserve.  Both before and after Christ.   There is 

another side to the salvation of the world.  You will not understand your salvation unless you 

understand something of the horror.  This is taught so plainly in the Bible that you have to 

deliberately want to miss it if you do miss it, or your eyes are closed, which is a horror of 

itself.  This is the horror of the Cross of Christ, indicated by the horror of darkness that God 

drew over the scene as Abraham stood alone before God and received the words of His 

Covenant, a covenant that God Himself would secure by the blood of His Son., 

 

I. The Horror: Darkness of the Natural Man. 

A. Without Christ, man is in a horror of spiritual darkness and ruin.  This is indicated in 
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two passages. 

B. He is a hardened bit of Adam’s Clay.   Text:  Romans 11:20 

1. What if?  Rhetorical question:  The Jew knew about the wrath of God—upon the 

world and upon them.  They had the oracles of God: Sodom, flood, Babylon, 

Jerusalem, etc., etc.,  Nadab and Abihu, Korah, etc. 

2. Is there a side of God that is so terrible???   Is He willing to show His wrath.  Read 

the Song of Moses;  Look at the Cross of Christ;  Look at the history of the world..  

Are you going to bring God into judgment because you disapprove of Him? 

C. But the natural man is not only a lump of hardened clay [9:18], he is filled with works 

of darkness.   See Romans 3:10-19   23   There is none that doeth good, NO NOT 

ONE.   You are hardened, self-righteous clay until you are softened and your pride 

reproved by the Cross of Christ. 

D. Even what light he has by nature, is dark and turned to idolatry and rebellion against 

God.  His reason; his capacity for worship; his natural affection; his desires; serve his 

lusts and his desires.  So that the words of Christ are confirmed:  “If the light that is in 

you be darkness, how great is that darkness.”  How horrible is that darkness.  How 

horrible is that graveyard spin, when your very senses deceive you. 

 

II. The Horror: Reason for the Darkness  Romans 3:10-18.  There is no fear of God before 

their eyes. 

A. They have made themselves comforting idols, thinking to lighten their darkness by their 

own sparks. 

B. This hardening toward God is a judgment that they cannot escape by themselves.   See. 

Romans 1:21-23 

They thought God was just like them:   See Psalm 50: “16 ¶  But unto the wicked God 

saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my 

covenant in thy mouth? 17  Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 

thee. 18  When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been 

partaker with adulterers. 19  Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth 

deceit. 20  Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own 

mother’s son. 21  These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I 

was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order 

before thine eyes. 22  Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, 

and there be none to deliver.” (Ps 50:16-22 AV) 

C. Ac 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 

among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

D.   John 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  20  For every one that 
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doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 

reproved. 

E. God is light, and if you shut God out, your heart is filled with darkness. 

1. What you don’t know will shut out the light. 

2. What you think you know that isn’t so will shut out the light. 

 

III. The Horror:  The end of the Darkness 

A. Mt 8:12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there 

shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  [The centurion who believed…..”]  The 

Children of the Kingdom did not believe the power of God.  A form of godliness 

without the power results in the horror of darkness forever. 

B. Mt 22:13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him 

away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   

[No wedding garment]  You must be clothed in the righteousness of Christ and not try 

to palm off your own righteousness, which are filthy rags in the sight of God. 

C. Mt 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.   [One Talent]  Griping about God.  I didn’t have 

enough.  God is not fair. 

D. Pr 11:7 When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust 

men perisheth. 

1. The rich fool: rich in himself.  This is not about money.  It is about selfishness.  

Rich in spirit. 

2. Ps 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

E.  Matthew 1340  As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be 

in the end of this world. 41  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 

gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42  And 

shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

F. Lake of fire:  for body and soul:  Matthew 10: 28  And fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both 

soul and body in hell. 

 

Conclusion:  O God, Is there No Cure?   See: Revelation 14:9-13  A foretaste of future 

sermons.  “keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus ”  Blessed are they that die 

in the Lord. 

 

 


